TAE ? | 
STA TE OF "THE NATION, 


PuBLtc FUNDED Dzsr, Revenue, and D1SBURSEMENT ; 2 


COMPRIZED IN THE 


REPORT 


. OF THE SELECT 


COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, 


APPOINTED BY 


The Hover OF Commons, 
Amount of the Public Debts, and of the Intereſt and Charges 
— the ſame, as they ſtood the 5th of Jan. 1797 : 


to examine and ſtate the Total 


PARTICULARIZING 


The Recuters and DisBURSEMENTS of the ſeveral undermentioned | 
EE Orriexs: vix. = 


TREASURY. 
EXCHEQUER, 
SECRETARY OF STATE, 
CUSTOM HOUSE, 
"EXCISE OFFICE, 
' STAMP OFFICE. 
POST OFFICE, 
"> TAX" OFFICE. 
WAA OFFICE. 
' ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
BARRACK OFFICE, | 
TRANSPORT OFFICE, 


11 


ADMIRALTY BOARD, 
[1 - SALT OFFICE. © 
 HACKNEY COACH OFFICE. 


HAWKERS AND PEDLERS 
OFFICE, | | | 


|| PENSIONS, SALARIES, AND 


FEES: OFFICE, 


FIRST FRUITS, AND 


TENTH'S OFFICE. 


BANK OF ENGLAND, 


AND SOUTH SEA 
COMPANY, | 


The Nauks of the Superior Officers and Clerks in each 
Department—their SALARIES and Fg8s, 


TOGETHER 


With the Amount of 3 ADDITIONAL 8 or SALARIES they 
receive from other Situations—paid by the Public, 
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* ny 


LONDON: 
| Frinted for H. D. SYMONDS, ParznnosTaR-Row, 


1798, 
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Day, he had now ſeveral Points to which he would call 
the Attention of the Houſe. His Object was, to refer 


FRIDAY, MARCH 10. 


HE Cnancti.ior OF THE ExCHEQUER 7 in 
purſuance of what he had ſtated on a former 


to a Committee an Examination into the total Amount 


of the Public Debt and the Intereſt due thereon, and 
the various Charges, as they ſtood on the 5th of January, 
1797, diſtinguiſhing what Part of them arote ſince the 


Year 1793; and also, the Produce of Four Years Taxes; 
diſtinguiſhing each Year, for defraying ſuch Charges 
as they aroſe within ſuch Period, and for ſuch Com- 


mittee to report theſe ! Matters, together with their 


Obſervations thereon, to the Ys rg : and likewiſe to 


ſtate the Amount of any unfunded Debts that remained 


on the 5th January 1797; as allo to ſlate the total 
Amount of the Public Expences incurred for the Year 


1798, as far as the Accounts can be made up, together 


with what Proviſion has been already made for defraying 
it. Should the Houſe agree with him in the Propriety 
of referring theſe Conſiderations to a Committee, as 
from what had been already ſaid, he apprehended there 
would be no Doubt it would, he ſhould bring that 
up with others; ſuch as, That the Committee ſhould 


be a Srl rer One, for the Purpoſe of examining as far, 
and with as little Delay as poſſible, into ALL TIR 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. March 10. 


BRANCHES OF PopLIc IncoME AND EXPENDITURE. 


The Houle agreeing with him in its Propriety He 


therefore moved, 


« That it be referred to a SeLEcT Committee to 
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examine into the total Amount of the Public 
Debt, with the Intereſt due thereon, and all 
Public Charges, as they ſtood on the 5th of 

January 1797; diſtinguiſhing what Part aroſe 


cc 


fince the Year 1793, and the Produce of the 


Four Years preceding; and alſo the Produce 
of the ſeveral Taxes impoſed for defraying | 
the Charges of each Year within the ſeveral 


Periods, and to report the ſame with their 
Opinion thereon to the Houſe, And likewiſe 


to examine into, and ſtate the Amount of any 
unfunded Debt outſtanding on the 5th of 


January, 1797 : and alſo to calculate the 


total Amount of the Expences incurred for 


the Year 1798, as far as they can be made 
up, and to ſtate the ſame, as 1t ſhall appear 
to them, to the Houle, together with the Pro- 


viſions that have been made tor defrayi ing the 


fame.” 


The Motion bang put and carried, 


The CHANCELLOR or THE Excuzover then moved, | 


„That the faid Committee be choſen by "my of 
«6. Ballot. 5 


T by 
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— 8 HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


The SPEAKER ſuggeſted the Propriety of determftu- 


ing the Number of the Committee before the Queſtion 


was put, how it ſhould be choſen? 


The CHANCELLOR or THE ExcHEQUER moved, 


That the Number of the aid Committee be 
80 * Fifteen,” | Ordered. 


He then . 5 That the faid Committee be 
« choſen by Ballot.“ 


Which, after a Hide: 5 = an Amendment 


: being offered, That the ſaid Committee be now choſen 
© by Ballot,” which being negatived, he original Motion | 
; was > agreed to. - | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


MONDAY, MARCH 13. 


AT Four o'Clock the Houſe proceeded. to ballot 


for a Committee, to examine the Finances of the 
Country. The Ballot being over at Half paſt Five, the 
following Members were choſen : 


TRou as griin Esa. FT; Crews, Eſq. 
WILLIAM BAKER, Eſq. Francis Geecor, Efq. 
Rt. Hon. THOMAS STEELE, J. H. Appix rox, Eſq. 
R. B. ShERI DAN, Eſq. R. Bux box, Eſq. 
CuaRLBS Yorke, Eſq. HENRY Tnoxx ron, Eſq, 
CnarLes AB BOTT, Eſq. John HaRRISO N, Eſq. 
Hon. ST. Am DAEw, Sr. JIonhx. Right Hon. D. Rr DER. 
R. P. CAR, Eſq. ul. | 


* 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. [March 16. 


% Means of ſuch Inveſtigations, every Individual in- 


tereſted in the Public Funds, will ſee the Amount of 
the Funded Debt—what remains of the Public Debt 


unfunded—and the Reſources of the Country to dif- 


charge the Claims of the Public Creditor. He will ſee 
the Produce of every Article of Revenue liable to Im- 
poſt Foreign, and for Home Confumption—with their 
Variations at different Periods. 


The Mrercyant and ManuracTURER will fee 
the Regulations recommended to Parliament in thoſe 
great Branches of Revenue, the Cusrous, Excisx, 
Sraur DvurT1zs, Posr Orrick, &c. by which much 
Trouble and Expence will be ſaved, and the Public 
much benefited by lopping off many uſeleſs Offices, and 


aboliſhing many ſinecure Places and Penſions - ſhould 
the Recommendations of the Committee be adopted. 


| FIRST 


* 
* 
3 

F 
* 
"x 
*. 
+0 

o 
— 

5 

45 

1 
Jy 

 a& 
ws 

*1. 

* 


CONTENTS 


or THE 


FIRST VOLUME. 


The Punic FunDs. 
The Committee's FI RS Report. 
APPENDIX, 


An Account of the different ; 
Public Funds, of which the 


Public Funded Debt conſifts : 
the total of the Capital Stock 
created thereby, 
nual Intereſt and Charges of 
Management for the ſame. 


An Account of the total Net 
Produce of the Permanent 
Taxes, 
Cuſtoms, Exciſe, Stamps, and 
Incidents, 
Produce of each Year. 


An Account of the total Net 
Produce. paid into the Exche- 


quer ariſing from the Duties 


January, 1793, to 98 Fa 
uary, 1797- 


on Stamps, from the 6th 0 
N 


An Account of the Quantity of 
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FIRST REPORT. 


( Ordered to be printed 31 5 Mar ch, 1797. 3 


Tur SELECT COMMITTE a] 3 to examine 
and ſtate the total Amount of 15 Public Debts, and 
of the Intereſt and Charges attending the fone. as 


they ſtood on the 5th of January 1797 ; diſtinguiſhing 


what Part thereof had ariſen ſince the 5th of 7 


1793 : And likewiſe of the Amount of the Produce, 


for each of the Four Years preceding the 5th of 
January 1797, of the Permanent Taxes which exiſted 


previous to the 5th of January 1793 ; and of the Pro- 
duce of the ſeveral Taxes provided for defraying the 


increaſed Charge of the Public Debt within the ſaid 


Period; and to report their Obſervations thereon to 
the u : Likewiſe to examine and ſtate the 
Amount of any Unfunded Debt or Demands out- 


ſtanding on the 5th of January 1797; and of the 
expected total Amount of the Public Expences for the 


Year ending the 5th of January 1798, as far as the 


| ſame can now be aſcertained or eſtimated by the ſeveral 
Offices; together with. the Amount of the Ways and 
Means that have been nn to defray the fame— _ 


And who were Wc to 1 an Accoutit of the Pro- 


greſs that has been made in the Reduction of the 
Public Debt ſince the th of July 1786 ; of the Amount 
of the Sums now Annually applicable thereto ; and of 
the further Progreſs which may be expected to be 


made, as far as the ſame can at preſent be aſcertained, 
in the Reduction of the Debt now ' exiſting— 


And | 


FIRST REPORT. 


C Ordered to be printed 31 17 March, 1797; F 


Tur SELECT coMMtirtE al ppointed to examine 5 


and ſtate the total Amount of 1 Public Debts, and 


of the Intereſt and Charges attending the fame, as 


they ſtood on the 5th of January 1797 ; diſtinguiſhing 


what Part thereof had ariſen fince the 5th of January 


1793 : And likewiſe of the Amount of the Produce, 


for each of the Four Years preceding the 5th of : 
January 1797, of the Permanent Taxes which exiſted 


previous to the th of January 1793 ; and of the Pro- 


| duce of the ſeveral Taxes provided for defraying the 


increaſed Charge of the Public Debt within the ſaid 


Period; and to report their Obſervations thereon to 
the Houls-+ : Likewiſe to examine and ſtate the 


Amount of- any Unfunded Debt or Demands out- 


ſtanding on the 5th of January 1797; and of the 
expected total Amount of the Public Expences for the 


Year ending the (th of January 1798, as far as the 


| ſame can now be aſcertained or eſtimated by the ſeveral 


Offices ; together with, the Amount of the Ways and 


Means that have oem provided to defray the ſa me— | 


And who were infiracted to ſtate an Account of the Pro 
greſs that has been made in the Reduction of the 


Public Debt ſince the 5th of July 1786 ; of the Amount 
of the Sums now Annually applicable thereto ; and of 


the further Progreſs which may be expected to be 


made, as far as the ſame can at preſent be aſcertained, 


in the Reduction of the Debt now exiſting— 


And. 
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And who were alſo nfteuted: to examine and optic 
what Regulations and Checks have been applied, in 
order to controul the ſeveral Branches of the Public 
” Expenditure, and how far the fame have been effec-" 
tual; and alſo, what Increafe or Diminution has taken 
55 place, ſince the Vear 1782, in the Number, or in the 
Amount, of the Salaries and Emoluments of different 
Public Offices, and whether any and what farther 
Meaſures can be adopted for reducing any Part of the 
ſaid Expenditure, or for diminiſhing the total Amount 
of ſuch Salaries and Emoluments, without Detriment . 
to ths Public Services 


2 RECAPS to l the Matters e to them, in 


the Order which the Houſe has 2 to them bor che 
Courſe of their Lnquiries, - | 


And in this their Firſt Renoir they have antered. upon the 
Conſideration of the PunLic Fux DED DBT, and Taxes, and the 
 UnrunpeD DzBr; and allo of the EsriuArEs for the Service 
of the Current Year, and of the Ways and Means which have 
been provided for that Service ; and of the Progreſs which has 
been made, and may be expected to be made, 1 in the RepvcrioNn 
of the NATIONAL DEBT. 
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COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, xc. 


I. 


1 
1 BY 


The PusLic FunpeD DRRT. 


Li . 
= HE total Amount of the Public Debts, as they 
er 1 ſtood upon the 5th of January 1793, appears to have 
1e E been in FRE Capital” + 238, 231,248. E a. 
at F N 
nt Þ | The Anal Intereſt payable thereon ( 3 with N 
ls certain Annuities for Terms, amounting to 8 
9 1,373,781. 2. 64. in reſpect of which no Capital 
is above ſtated) was at the = 
ſame Period = p 9:205,588. 8. 83. 
The Charges of Mn 1 8 


thereon, at the ſame Period, 
were - . 12% 7. 15. 61. 


—  nn—_— 


And the Total of the Annual 
Intereſt and Charge of the _ 1 

Public Funded Debt at 

that 1 Period, amounted 0 . 9.32 5:86. 4. I 


F. 2. THE Public Debts which arofe katweer'the 
gth of January 1793 and the 5th of January 1797, 
appear to have been created by the raiſing of 
L. 59,000.000. Sterling upon Loans, and by the 
funding of Navy, Victualling, and Tranſport Bills, to 
the Amount of . 7,624,896. 6. 1. Sterling; amounting 

in the Whole to the Sum of LF. 66.624,896. 6. 1. 
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$th,of January 1797 . 327-97 1-370: 19. 23. 


The total Intereſt Sn to- 


„ al: 
r 


FIRST RE PORT: 


And it appears that in conſequence thereof, the total 6: 


Amount of the Public Debts, created between the 
5th of January 1793 and the 5th of January 1797, 
was in Funded Capital 2 88 $40,122. 14. 0. = 
The Anal Intereſt thereon (together with apa = 
Annuities expiring in 1860, amounting 1 
Fo 227,374. O. 10; in reſpect of which no Capital is 7 
above ſtated) was EX 31 39,087. 2 25 Ly = 


The Charges of "OTF TL Ys 


JJ; of 7 -:- 
%%% qqmd : 44636 0. 24. | 
And the T val of the Annual Z = 
Intereſt and Charges upon 8 3 
the above Tnereale on. mm. C 
A £ - 3-181, $23. 13 8, 
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§ 3. THE total Funded Capita of the Public | 
Debt was therefore, upon the 5 3 


_ gether with the Annuities 

for Terms, was = 4. 12,347.06 2. 23. 
The. total Charges of ma- EN 

nagement at that Period were 162 $13. 6. Lhe: 84. 


— — — 


And the total Annual Intereſt 
and Charges of the Public 


Funded Debt was 5 L. 12-507-48g. 17. 1425 
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Your Committee think it Bebel 1 8 to ſtate, 
that 1 in order to ſhew correly the complete Amount of 
de 
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cCcoMMITTEE ON FINANCE, &c. 


the Annual Charge, the Sum of L. 1,000,000, iſſued to 
the Commiſſioners for reducing the National Debt, 
ſhould be added. to the Intereſt 'and Charges of the 


Debt exiſting on the 5th of January 1793 : And that 
a a further Annual Sum, in reſpect of the . 1 per Cen- 


tum per Annum on Capital funded ſince the 5th of 
January 1793, payable to the ſaid Commiſſioners, 
amounting to C. 923, 154. 19. 4. ſhould be added alſo 
to the Intereſt and — of the Debt created lince 


that Period. 


Theſe being taken together, ws | 
OP . 923.154. 19. 4. 
and added to the former ; 
Sim, vis. —- - - 
the total Annual Charge of 
the Public Funded Debt, 3 
including the Sums appli- ———— 
cable to the Reduction VVVNVV‚ nh 
thereof, as it ſtood upon the 


Sth of January 17975 was L. 14:439644 1 3⁴ 4. 


12,507,489: 17. 114. 


§ 4+ YOUR Committee alſo beg leave to obſerve, 
that neither the Amount of the Stock created by fund- 


ing certain Navy, Victualling, Tranſport, and Exche- 


quer Bills, in the Courſe of the preſent Seſſion, nor by 
the Loan of Eighteen Millions for the Service of the 
Year 1797, are noticed in this Statement; as they nei- | 
ther are, nor by the Courſe of the Exchequer could be, 
included in the Account made up to the Period marked 
out by the Inſtructions to Your Committee. 


Re. TT EINE 


| Supplement A. 


FIRST REPORT: 
It appears however, that the Capital Stock created by 


funding the Bills, amounting to 


65 13, ag, 399, 8. was (“C. 215575177 4: 


Total = Ne a oy 


The 1 Intereſt thereon 


 mountsto = = eh. 6. ©. 


The Charges of Management 


7, 


upon the above additional 5 
Debt amount to 13,821. 3. o. 


The farther Annual San. of 


offs 1 fer Cent. on this addi- 5 
tional Gn Stock is 418, 2 57. 7. 0. 


The Total of the A 6 5 
tereſt and Charges and L. x 
per Cent. upon the above ad- 
ditional Debt, amounts to EL 2,151,250. 1 


— 


* 


8 35 YOUR Committee, in concluding this Part 


of their Inquiries, think it right to obſerve, upon the 
Total of the Capital Stock ſo created and fo conſtituting. 
the Public Funded Debt; —iſt. That its Amount is 


not to be conſidered as if i it could only be extinguiſhed 
by a Redemption at Par; inaſmuch as the progreſſive 
Reduction of the National Debt by the preſent Sink- 
ing Fund conſtantly operates, by buying up the Debt 


according to the Current Price of the Stocks; the Effect 


of which they have entered into more fully in a ſubſe 
wn part of this Report ; — 


| andly. 


% "5 
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Z} COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 


Adly. That the Funded Capital of the Public Debt 
includes in it the Amount of the Capital purchaſed by 
the Commiſſioners for Reducing the National Debt; — 


And zdly, that the Annual Charge upon the Public . 
1 by Way of Intereſt, and Annuities for Terms, includes 
4 in it the Intereſt of the Stock purchaſed by the Com- 
miſſioners, and alſo of the Annuities which have 
expired. 


12 


oy © 
e Re 
< * Ke" 4 d 
8 


* . * BEEN 6 


2 * ” 5 9 „ yo =. ld 
* 115 , \ x 3 a 


8 6. YOUR Committee think it alſo proper to 
ſſtate here, that by Stat. 35. C. 3. c. 93. Proviſion was 
made for guaranteeing the Payment of the Dividends on 
a Loan of /. 4,600,000 on Account of the Emperor, 
under the Authority of which Statute there has been 
created in ON Stock 4 3 per TY 
Os... 15 —— 333. 6. 8. 


and in Annuities for 25 Yon ES NY 55 8 
from aſt May 1794 ([.. 230,000. 0. o. 


„ 
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T AX ES. 


4 . 

HE Amount of the Produce for each of the Four Supplement. B. 

by Years preceding the 5th of January 1799, of the *© 

Permanent Taxes which exiſted previous to the 5th of 

x} wy 1793, Sion. to have been as ſollows : 
LIED... £ 13.941, 21. 2. 2 


*s dts © WY 4 f 1 3909-492: 6. ...: 


1 - — 
. | 3 Ge ———— 
E » 0 
* e * 
. 


P 1 


FI R 8 T REP 0 R s yy 
In 17 95, the Produce of theſe Taxes received at the 


4 


Exchequer was Le 13,338,327. 85 24. 
but to this muſt be aide 1 6,9 3 35. 1 $ 
which was paid by the x. 0 
= : Receivers of the Cuſtoms, * 
if o dut of the Produce of that b 
| = FPear's Revenue, in Boun- 7 
i ties to Seamen ; the ac- $ 
15 tual Produce of the Taxes 9 
: for the Year 1795 1 f; 2 
Y 1 | therefore — — £ 13:455:262 29. 114. "| 
k l 10 1796, the Prodhice of theſe Taxes received at the 
k - Exchequer was 1 387804. 9. 98 a 
bk but to this muſt be added, 
7 OW for Payment of Bounties 8 . 
| to Same, 8 52,881. 14. 6. 
ith and alſo, for Payment of . . 


Bounties on Corn, - - $73,418. 4. 9. 
The actual Produce o 
Taxes for the Year 1796 
was therefore En 13,814,104. 9. 15 


tre. 2%. — 1 


Y 8 PTY 8 * 2 


Your Committee think it proper to obſerve, that the 
Stoppage of the Diſtilleries between June 1795 and 
November 1796, muſt have materially affected the 
Amount of that Part of the Produce which ariſes from 
the Duty on Britiſh Spirits. What the preciſe Defici- 
ency occaſioned by this Circumſtance may be, it is not 
pPoſſible to ſtate; but upon comparing the Produce of 
the Duties on Britiſh Spirits in 1796, with the Average 
Produce of the ſame Duties of 1793, 1794, and 1795» 

it appears that the N in 


17009: ** — $57793- ? 


i eee = 


But 


COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, xc. 


But as Your Committee thought that ſome Allow- 


aance ought to be made for the Increaſe of the Duty on 
, * Foreign Spirits during the Stoppage of the Diſtilleries, 
they proceeded to compare the actual Produce of the 
Duty on Foreign Spirits in 1796, amounting to 
C. 831,241. with the Average Produce in 1793, 1794, 
and 1795, amounting to £. 737,824, from which re- 
"2 ſults an Exceſs of C. 93,427, in 1796, which Exceſs, 
> ſubtracted from C. 557,793, being the Deficiency upon 
the Duty on Britiſh Spirits, leaves a Sum to be added o 
— the Produce of theſe Taxes in n 1796. „%% alin oy 
= amounting WT = 9 L£- 464-366. Z 
the \ CS 
Sg "Lins Allowance, however, upon this Gude | 
Amount of the Loſs upon the Diſtilleries ſhould be 
made, in Conſideration of any Increaſe of Duties upon 
Beer which may have taken place within the ſame 
Period, and on that Account; but what the Amount 
of that Allowance may be, Your Committee have not 
— the Means of aſcertaining. 


= Upon the Reſult of this Examination, Vour Com- 
= 7 mittee find the actual Average Produce of the Per- 
manent Taxes for theſe Four Tears to be 


ind about 5 fs i 2 - £ 13 $780,000 _ 
the 5 5 
om 'T which, if 3 be an Addition 5 the Deficiency 
ici- occaſioned by. the Stoppage of Diſtilleries, as eſtimated 
not upon the, e E: uſt Principle, it will 150 £ . 13,9 "oY 
of EE 
age and upon the Second e 9 I 3:896,000 
95» 


Ton 5 INST og ** to the Eſtimate of the 


4 2 Produce of the Permanent: 'T axes made boy the 


F IR ST RE p O * . 


ö Select Committee o 1791, upon an Average of the 
Three N Years, find it to have 


been ? * 1 1 | Lo 13:4721000 _ 


. of any n Allamitice fir the Taxes 
impoſed in 1789, or for any probable Increaſe in the 
- Produce of the Duties on Tobacco. 


From this Sum muſt be deducted the Average Pro- 
5 duce of the Taxes repealed in 1792, amounting, as ap- 
pears by Papers laid before the Houſe of Commons on 
the loth and 15th F ebruary 17 925 to about J. 22 3,000. 
leaving a Sum 8 E 1 ee 


Vour Committee have alſo thought it proper to 
. aſcertain the Average Produce of the Permanent Taxes 
during the Four Years which immediately preceded the 7 
| Preſent war; and they find the ſame to have been, after 
allowing for the Deduction of the Shop Tax, and the 
Duties repealed 1 * 179 27 about . 5 2 . 93 


5 | &! 
* 8 
+ 1. 2 
* 
* A * 


' Your Committed have the Satisfaction of obſerving, 
| that the actual Produce of the lame TO on the 


CR —_— 


— 
W 9 


5 * N. B. 2808 5 in each of che Four Yau: El 


1789, deduQting Shop Tax - = = - £+1 3,374.00 
1790, not deducting Arrears of Shop r - 14,072,000 
179, Ditto - 14,239, 00 
„„ 85 „ ð 3 


| As — 5 = . 

| DeduRting « Year of e * Taxes EE, 7 12 : 

in 179 „ e 770, 
| 5 | Reduced Total | C. 55,325, 00 


| Anza Average upon 4 Yeur of Peace , - * £13 13-831,000 


* 


„ ee 55 dee, 


COMMITTEE ON FINAN CE, &e. 


1 Average of the Four Years of War (without making 
any Allowance for the Stoppage of the Diſtilleries) ex- 
cCoeeds the Eſtimate formed in 1791 by: above J. 5 30,000 _ 


1 and is below their Average Produce i in the Four pre- 
9 ceding Vears of Peace only by - - ti Sons. 


1 And indking ſuch Allowance, on 3 of the 
i | Grounds above ſtated, it would exceed the ſaid Eſti- 
i [| mate of 1791, by about . . 6 $6,900. 


n | and exceed the faid Average P Produce by. 


2 more than — = CL. 60, ooo. 


| § 2- YOUR Committee have PIP to - 
examine the Produce of the ſeveral Taxes provided for 
22 defraying the increaſed Charge of the Public Debt, from 
the 6th of January 1793 to the 5th of January 1797 * 8 
wy diſtinguiſhing the Produce of each Year. xy 
us Upon this Examination they find, that the Duties 
A continged 1 in 1793 produced, 1 
1 In 1793 8 247,638. 0. 0. | 
1794 _ - 7 ͤ oO on OR os 
1795 4. 202,385. oO. 0. 
3  \ err i 166 5813. 0. O. 
W | That the Duties continuedand impoſed i in 1794 produced, 
3 In 1794 - FL. 618,040. 13. 44. 
FR |. 7 J. 822, 122. 9. ot. 
„eise. 74. 
3 That the Duties W in 1795 produced, 5 
In 1796 ([ 1,37, 0. 9. 7. 
179% - £1,332,794 19. 44. 
jo And they find that the Duties impoſed 1796 had Pro- 
duced, on the 5th of Jan. 1797, L. 604, 644. 9. 21. 


. 


FIRST REPORT: 


In * the Prodjice: of theſe fret Taxes, Your 
Committee think it neceſſary to obſerve, that the Pro- 


duce of New Duties within the firſt Year of their being 


impoſed, can ſeldom afford correct Means of eſtimating 


their real Productiveneſs. In ſome Inſtances, the Firſt 


Year has been more productive than ſubſequent Years ; 
but, in general, the Firſt Year has been leſs productive; 


the Collection of moſt Duties not taking place before a 
conſiderable Part of the current Year has elapſed, and 
a conſiderable Part of the Produce of the Fraction of 
the current Year not being paid into the Exchequer till 
after the Termination of that Year, and the Modes of 


Collection not being brought at their Beginning to their 
greateſt Degree of Efficacy, an accurate Eflimate of it 


cannot be made from the Amount of its Produce which : 


e upon the Exchequer Accounts, 


Your Committee were, however, deſirous of examin- 
ing how far the Produce of the Taxes impoſed in the 
Three Firſt Years of the War (of which alone, at pre- 


ſent, your Committee have been enabled to form any 


8 adequate Judgment) appears ſufficient to defray the 


Charges of ſuch Part of the Public Debt as has been 


funded during the ſame Period. For this Purpoſe they 


have looked to the Year moſt diſtant from their Com- 


mencement, as affording, for the Reaſons above given, 
the beſt Means to judge of their Productiveneſs. 


In 179 3. they find, that the Annual Charge upon 

the Public, on Account of the Intereſt, Management, 
and C. 1 per Cent. upon the Debt funded 3 

in 1793, . he - 2 232.813. 


———— 
— — th. cd 


The Fa of the Duties nl for ths Fw 
* in the Tear 1796, TY, 2 ., 25+. 20 2 


But 


N 2 : 80 


3 
1 
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L ast this Produce muſt have been materially affected by 
the Stoppage of the Diſtilleries, which prevailed —— 
8 June 1795 to November 1796. 


I Addition were made to tne preceding Sum, calcu- 
3 lated upon the Principles adopted upon the fame | 
Subject under the Head of Permanent Taxes, according 
to the firſt of theſe Principles, it would be Le 81,820. 

; % and the Produce of the Duties in I XP: 

1 —_—_—- - "£ 248 335 


— 


1 Or, if made according to the Second Principle, the 
| Addition would be . 66, 147. and the 
; | Total | 5 TR - 2 ee 


1 


M0 | Ca: created i in the Year 1793- 


- | Acne: of the Intereſt, Management, and J. 1 fer 
y ® Cent. of the Debt funded in 1 794 Rs 

e appears to be: . 2235324. 
n 


that Year, appears to have been, in 
:. 918 868. 


1793, ariſes upon the Part of theſe Duties which was 


I 
84 
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the Stoppage of the Diſtilleries. 


The Addition to be made in this Reſpect, upon the 
| F irſt Principle of Calculation, would be L. 85,668, 
ge and would make the whole Aan of theſe Dutie: 
= about = = »£L 99445 36. 
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But Vour committee think it their Duty to obſerve, 4 


In — Caſe it appears nearly equal to defray | the f 


| 4 17 94, the Annual Charge upon the Public, on 


The 8 of the Duties ad. and impoſed 7 


An Obſervation ſimilat to that made upon the Vear 


raiſed upon Spirits, ſo far as the ſame was affected by 


F i 

* | 
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| Supplement D. 


FIRST REPORT: 


The Addition to be made upon the Second Principle 
would D 38,428, and would make the total Pro- 


duce about e e 5 5 2 2 


It appears alſo that the Sum of J. 66,000 was received 
in 1795 for the increaſed Duty on Spirit Licences, upon 


which nothing appears to have been received 1 in 1796. 


Bo In every View they appear to leave a conſiderable 
Surplus, after defraying the 9 of the Debt erented 


in the Year 1794- LY 


In 179 4. the Annual Chings upon the Public, on 
: A of the Intereſt, Management, and ( 1. or | 
Cent. — the Debt funded. in 17 95, 


„„ , L. 1,227,415 


"Oy" 


The Produck of the Dinkins anſwerable 955 this Charge ; 
i in the Year 1796 „„ £: 1332794 


The former Obſervations upon the Duties ale wn on 
Spirits might here alſo be applicable ; but as no adequate 
Judgment can be formed from the actual Receipt” in 
1795, it being the Firſt Year of their Commencement, 


your Committee have no Grounds for forming an Eſti- 


mate upon the fame Principles, 


The New Duty upon Wine * 
In 1795 = L. 736, $71. 0 0. 


In 1796 * — . 432,689. o. o. 


The Difference has orobably ariſen 8 "TY the 
Duty having been taken in 1795 upon the Stock in 


Hand, which ſwelled the Produce of that Year, and 
. partly from the ecrcaled * in 1 7 96. 45 
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Eſtimating, however, the Produce of theſe Duties only 
by the actual Receipt in 1796, they appear alſo to ex- 
8 ceed, by a conſiderable Sum, the Charges of the Debt | 
„ created 1 in n that Year. ro : 
> ln 796, the Charge upon the Public, oe the 
| Intereſt, Management, -and . 1. per Cent. upon the 
Debt created, was — £. t351,240. - 


1 The actual Receipt at the aber 4 the Duties | 
1 impoſed in that Year, was, on the tn 
© % — —.— 


Por a e for many of the Reaſons above 
aſſigned, do not think it polble for them at preſent to 
form, upon ſimilar Grounds, an Eſtimate of a whole 
Year's Produce of the Duties impoſed in 1796; neither 
do they think it adviſeable to delay this their Firſt | * 
Report, by entering into any detailed Examination of 
the Particulars ; they feel it, however, their Duty to 
obſerve, that no adequate Judgment can be formed of 
the future Produce of theſe Taxes from the actual Re- 
2 at the Exchequer at the above-mentioned Period. 
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i They have ſubjoined to this their Firſt Report, a 
Statement of the Dates at which the ſeveral Taxes im- 
= poſed in the Year 1796 commenced, and fuch other 
Documents as have been laid before them von thus 
Zubject. 
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| UNFUNDED DEBT, anp DEMANDs | 1 
= OUTSTANDING. 1 


you UR E have next proceeded to examine ie | . 
and ſtate the Amount of the Unfunded Debt, 
and Demands outſtanding on the 5th of January 1797 ; 1 
under the Heads of Exchequer, Treaſury, Army, Bar- 
racks, Ordnance, and Navy, as ſtated by the reſpective 
Offices, in the ſeveral Accounts annexed; reſerving to 
themſelves the Liberty of ſtating, in any ne Report, 
any further Information or Obſeryations thereupon, 
which a more detailed Inyeſtigation may enable them to 
lay before the Houſe. They have diſtinguiſhed under 
each Head; —iſt. What Part of the Unfunded Debt 
has been provided for; —ad. What Part, althoumg 
provided for by the Grants of former Vears, had not 
been paid on the th of January 1797, by Reaſon of 
tbe Conſolidated Fund not having produced the Surplus 
at which it was eſtimated ,. — and gdly, hut Part appears 
at Lang to be ny earn for. "FF 


NE TH E Unfunded Debt of the Vaahviguer 4 
* |. Of Bills which may be conſidered as pro- 
vided for; viz; Bills ſtanding out undiſcharged for Land 4 
and Malt Taxes of the Years 1795, 1796, and 1797, 
enen in the Whole to . 8 68 2,000. F 


„ 


pon this Matter Your Cones 8 that al- 
| though they are obliged to ſtate this Sum as Part of the 
Exchequer Bills e out undiſcharged, and as 
having the Appea rance of an Uu unded Debt yet that 78 
98 8 it, 


* Malt Tax of 794 F333; Cm 196, 9 81 


' COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, &c. 


it conſiſts principally of an Anticipation (in the uſual 


= Form) of the Land and Malt Taxes already voted by 


'H Parliament, which will be re- paid by the Produce of 
thoſe Taxes in the regular Courſe of their Collection; 


by the Intereſt due upon the Bills, and by the Differ- 


XZ ence between the Amount of the Sums advanced by the 


2X Bank upon theſe Taxes, at a computed Atnount of 
1. 2,7 50,000 fer Annum, and the actual Receipt upon 
theſe Taxes in cach Year at the Exchequer, after the-. 


1 Charge, under the Head of Supply. 


the Exchequer, is compoſed of certain Sums provided 
1 for out of Funds which, upon the 5th of January 1797s 
1 were inſufficient for this Purpoſe, VIZ. 


1 Exchequer Bills then ſtanding out undiſ- 
= Ccharged upon the Land Tax of 1794 2 141, 00. 


1 337,000 | 


which Sui was the Total cee of the Land and 
Malt Taxes of the Year 1794, at the Time of ſettling 


BK the Account of that Year with the Bank. 


Of the ſame Sort, is the Amount of Birch Bills 


1 Sum of Money towards the Supply Anno 
2 1285 8 r Le . 


* 


the only Part of it which can with any Propriety be 
called an Unfunded Debt, ariſes from the Deficiencies 
of Land and Malt; theſe Deficiencies are conſtituted 


uſual Deductions for Collection, Payments to Militia, 
&c. and they have uniformly made a Part of the Annual 1 


$ 2d. The Second Deſcription of Unfunded Debt of. 


oy iſſued under an Act of Parliament for raiſing a certain | 


Supplement F. 


+ Supplement G. 


FIRST REPORT; 


And alſo the Amount of Bills iſſued under an Act 
for granting L. 2,895,000 out of the Conſolidated 
CUE Tn F795. „„ 5 es : 


And alſo the Aint of: Bills iſſued under an Act 
for granting L. 3, 500,000 out of the Conſolidated 


Fund Anno 1796 — 3 "Ry 1,323,000 


2dly. Two Articles G the unfunded Debt of the 
Exchequer appear at preſent to be unprovided for; viz. 


The Amount of Exchequer Bills iſſued under an 


Act for the Relief of the Merchants trading to, and 


Planters in the Iſlands of Grenada and 


St. Vincent N = 1 73,900. a 


And under the AR for 18 2. 2,500,000 by 4 


Vote of Credit Anno 2795 1 2 1,110, 600. 5 


It appears therefore that the Exchequer W 


Debt provided for, is = L. 5,082,000, 


The Part which was, on the «ﬆ of 


January 1797, intafficiently pro- e 
e 5 - 2,182,600. 


And the Remainder which is unpro- 


vided * %% LM. 1,183,600. 


Total! FC. 10,048,200. 


i 


— * 2 


IJ DT H E e Demands upon the Treafary 1 


unte, on the Sth of January 1797 3 
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„NM. B. In this Sum is included the Sum of C. 1,023,000, ſtated 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer (for Re- payments to the Bank) 
10 8 Dart of the Supply for the Year 1797+ 


_—_ 


FA | 
5 


Cong 


' COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, xc. 19 


Of Artic)6 voted in 1796, and provided for out of 
Funds which, upon tie 5th « of January 1797, were in- 
ſufficient for this Purpoſe . 102,012. 6. 14. 
And of other Articles, Wy. „ 

pearing at pretent- to be un | LI TN 
4 7 provided for, amounting to 370˙44. 16. „ 


Total = 472, nf. af 2. 44; 


* H oY thi — 


r 
"= wo, x N 
” 3 5 2 

4 
? 


vious to the 5th of January 1797 L. 1,186,415. 


1 z. THE Ty Bills 904 at the Bank, pre- be 


YN 
FER 
5 * 1 ] 


Bow 


Thoſe accepted e but paid = 
ice, Vi. ” = _ $47,000, 
And the Warrants for * Service . | 
due and undue on 5th January 
1797, appear to he ſeverally unpro- 
vided tor, and amount „ 955054. 


Total . 208469 


LY — 


84. TH E Extraordinary 88 of the * supplement I, 
1 incurred, and paid by the Paymaſter General from the 

225th December 1795 to the 24th December 1796, both 
incluſive, appear to be e for, and amount 

| VCC £ 8278 6. 6. 


ö Theſe Extraordinaries have heretofore MN uſually 
ſtated as Part of the Supply for the Year ſubſequent to 
MN that in which they were incurred and paid. 


7 But it is neceſſary to obſerve, that this Sum, when Supplement K. 
'$ Foted, will afford the Means of paying the Sum of 
5 D 2 L. 1,583,243. 


' Supplement L. 


Supplement M. 


L. 1,583,243. which appears to have been an out- 


FIRST REPORT; 


ftanding Demand for — 0 on 8 of January 


7 


In like Manner the Sum of 4. 150, 80, being a De- 


we outſtanding 1 in Part of the Sum of L. 290, ooo, 
voted by Parliament ſor the Erection of permanent 
Barracks, would be re· paid out of theſe Army Extraor- 


dinaries when voted. 


8 3 IN the Barack 88 thaw is an out- 


5 ſtanding Demand 9 ided 1 of L. 288,048. 


ds, gens —— 


8 6. IN the ne there appears to be an out- 
ſtanding Demand, of which J. 136,780. 4. 3. is 
{tated to have been unprovided for, the Remainder hav- 


ing been already granted in this Seſſion of Parliament; 
but in the preſent View of this Subject, the Whole may 


be conſidered as unprovided for J. 717,741. o. I. 


— 


2 2 


111 
* 0 * 


8 7. THE Unfunded Debt 
of the Navy unprovided for,! 18 2 76 10,246. 14. 4. 


But your Committee obſerve, that n the Delay 1 
calling for Payment of many of the Charges of which 


this Debt is compoſed, a floating Arrear, to a very con- 
| ſiderable Extent, may generally be expected to 
ſubſiſt, according to the Nature and Extent of this 7 


Service, 
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| COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, &c. 21 


"1 £ 8. TWO further Deman: 1s are alſo to be ſtated 
1 / Wi as unprovided for, viz. 5 1 5 
Hanoverian Troops - . 83, 60g. 12. 7. 
Brunſwick, Ditto 7.570. 11 „ 


1 


£ 01,174. _ 4. 12 


; 7 


WENT” FFP SA N 


8 9. OTA LS of the Uufunded Debt. 
iſt. Charged on F unds which were infufficient on the 


f ; 5th January 1797 ([. 3.284, 012 6. 14. 
1 2d. Unprovided er 8 12.736.900. O. 32. 


4. 16 5 020,912. | * . 


= 43d. . for.” "being the 
+ Anticipation, in the uſual Form, Ts 
To up the Land and Malt Taxes & 5, 682 ooo. 0. 3 


rn 


'F IO. YOUR Committee have thought proper to 
compare the Unfunded Debt and Demands outſtanding 
on the 5th of January 1797, and the Unfunded Debt 
and Demands outſtanding on the 5th of January 1793, 
with a View to aſcertain the Increaſe of. this Deſcrip- 
tion of Debt during the War, and they find that the 
6 Unfunded Debt and Demands outita ding on the 5th 
of January 1793, conſiſted of the following Articles: 
1. Exchequer Bills — JL. 5,500,000. o. o. 
. Treafury Account 685,936. 1. 5. 
3. Army Services unſatisfied 641,176. o. o. 
4. Ordnance ' Ditto $1,038," 6:8. 


5. Navy Debt | e 


Supplement O. 


L 10, 252, 634. T0. 


; For 


— 
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IX + am a = : 
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the Augmentation of his Ma- 


- vided for by the Taxes upon the 


in this Place that (beſides what may be due to the 
Public upon Monies impreſſed, and Balances from Pub- * 


Advance by Way of Loan to the Emperor 4. 1,420,000. 


% - * 
* 
* 


. 


FIRST REPORT: 


For the Anticipations, i in ile 5 
uſual Form, upon the Land and _ 5 
Malt Taxes . 2 765,000. 0.0. 


And alſo F.xcheguer Bills, by 
an Act for raiſing a certain Sum 


- 
WE: 
AS 2 
4 * 8 * 
e 
"3-00 
a > 


of Money towards defraying the 


Public Expences occaiioned by . „„ 


—— 


jeſty's Forces, which were pro- 


— Armament == tals £3:990 0. 9. 


— 


4 I * YOUR 83 think proper to obſerve 8 


lic Accountants *) the following Sums have been advanced 
by Way of Loan, and now remain due to the Pubhc : 


Ditto, for Relief of the Iſlands of Grenada i . 
and SE ieee fe fff, 910,000. | 


Ditto paid on Bills 8 bs the 
Treaſurers of the ſaid Iſlands, for the 
Purchaſe of Proviſions, &c. FE: wh L. 140, ooo. 


— 


Remitted in Specie to Ireland L. 52, 500. 


And a further Sum of . 600,000 is 
propoſed to be advanced to the Plan- 
ters of Grenada and St. Vincent, in- 
cluded in the Statement of the Supply _ 
for the preſent Teer [. 600,000. 


IV. ESTINI AT ES. 


2 


5 


Revenue, the Cuſtoms, Exciſe, Land Tax, Aſſeſſed Taxes, Stamps, &c. 


„For which foe the 3 ſtated in the ſeveral 3 af 


- 
4 


8 


COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, &. 23 
IV. 
E. 8 T I M A T E 8. 


Pu. Conmitier have next procecded to examine 
and ſtate the 5 EE Total Amount of the he 


11 


as follow, viz. 
| if N avy 5 N 4. 12,93 135495 0. o. 
1 In this Eſtimate no future ; ED 


1 Aa as the Vous bas not 
ve et been aſcertained by the 3 
he aſſſeſſors appointed by the Ad- r 
b- | miralty anne * 
9 2d. 8 
5 BJ Ordinary Ex- 1 
: 5 | | 
'F __ oa 5 \ £1,034958. * 


=_ Rxtmaor . 
„for 1797. 4,1 37,000. o. + 
_ | The Extraordinaries of the 
Army for the Current Year 
F ppear now to be brought for- 
— PVard, for the Firſt Time, by 
3 ay of Eftimate, having al- 
—' = aye conſtituted a Part of the 


1 * 
RA . 


. 2 4 N 
__ 7 
5 8 


1 4 1 „ oy 449076. O. O. Supplement P. 
ch. Ordnance .__- 15,321,024. 17. 6. 5 
8 th. Miſcellaneous Services 1 „149,843. 17. 6. Supplement Q. 
| 3p In this Sum are included ; 5 
OD boo, oo propoſed to be lent 3 
es of 4 D | | * | 
| &c. 8 Ge | « | 1 


to Perſons connected with, 
and trading to the Iſlands of 
Grenada and St. Vincent, 


and alſo a further Sum of 


L. 464,920. 17. 6. for Arti- 
cles which it has been uſual to 
pay in the Firſt Inſtance out 


of the Civil Liſt, and to propoſe | 


afterwards to Parliament to 
vote a Sum ſufficient to re-pay 
what has been ſo advanced. 


6th. A Sum, upon Ac- 


count, for making temporary 


Advances by Way of Loan, 
tor the Service of the Emperor 


The following Articles were 


Rated by the Chancellor of the 


8 Exchequer as Part of the Sup- 
ply for the Year 1797, viz. . 
7th. Deficiency of Land and 


"Mai e 


| sth. Commiſſioners for whe 
tional Debt . 
Add to theſe a Vote of Credit, 


which Your Committee are 
informed is intended to be 


Propoſed t. to Parliament 


zoo, oooo. o. o. 

NE 
' 350,000, o. o. 
200,030. o. o. 
25 500. OOO. o. o. 
£7 39440, 798; 1. 8. 


FIRST REPO KR: 


8 


- The Re-payments to the. Bank, of F 1,02 80 
ſtated by the Chancellor of the Exchequer as Part of the 
Supply for 1797, are omitted here, as having been in- 
cluded in the Sum of L. 1,154,000, ſtated to be a Part 


of the Unfunded Debt of the Exchequer, not ſuffici- 


. provided for on the $th of January 1797). 
V. WAYS 


do, 
the 
in- 
art 


IC1- | 


XS 


Supplement (A) 


AN ACCOUN T of the different PUBLIC FUN DS of which the PUBLIC FUN DED DEBT conch Uiftvguithing the Tora of the ci 


Srock created thereby, 


4h lame tod on the 5th Day of F January 1797s 


and allo as the $ now ſtands. 


and of the ANNUAL INTEREST or AxNVITIES thereon, and of the ANNUAL Crancrs of MaxACEMENT upon each, as 


1 for 99, 98, 80, 78, 77, 751, 694, 064, 654, 644, and 
634 Years, granted Annis 1761, 1762, 1780, 1783, 


1783, 1784, 1790, 1794, 1795, 1790 


- = for 10, 30, 29, and 184 Yeats, granted r. 1777 | 


— 1738, 1779, and 1790 8 


Tora! Depr, as it ſtood on 5th January 1797 


Carried over 


Firſt Report. 


— 1 327,07 1,370 19 23 


443,333 011 


932,114 5 | 3 og 


12 34467 


10,486 5 33,900 


84 
4465662 2 92 


— — — 


- 3 | 5 
— e 4 ( . | 5 ve CHARGE upon 
| V - "ny onſolidated Fu 
5 Principal. ANNUAL INTEREST 1 8 Chan . = III. "ad ee, 
| and AnnuiTits _ MANAGEMENT. | per Cent. upon Capitals, 
DEBT. | con ramoof Yah. | ſcien nee "3k Jan 192 
x > 1 —  -: for 1 the National 
E X c HE QU E R e eee e 1 
Annuities for Long and Short Terms, and Annvuities on Lives — — 225,677. 16 74 4,780 6 8 — 
SOUTH SEA COMPANY. | oe 1 : ” 
i 1 On edi preſent Capitas at L. 4 per Cent. „ 8 24, 06 5,084 13 11% | 721,952 10 9 14,022 3 
CHIEF CASHIER of the SOUTH SEA COMPANY. | . « 85 5 
: Annuities at 3 Per Cent. Anno 1751. : IG 1.919,60 0 'o 57,588 % 635 4 44 1, ooo, ooo 0 
BANK OF ENGLAND. „ 0 . | 8 
On their ſeveral Carirars at L. 3 per Cent. . 1, 686.800 0 |. 350,604 0 © |. «5,898 3 | 
CHIEF CASHIER of ths BANK of ENGLAND. [ 0 5 5 | 
Annuities at 3 per Cent. granted 1726 - "=". "-»þ 3,000,000 0 0]: 30,000 0.81 Fe dr 
og 4 3 8 5's e % WS THT 5 14 5.795.395 17 9 72, 366 15 1143 658,500 
5 5 educc . „„ 1 47,899,098 16 4 1,436,990 19 3 19,446 12 31 63,750 
Ln Cent. (onipleguted i wt is. »Þ. 41,500,000": © © | 1,660,000- 0:18 1 18,446 17 [ 87,500 « 
£5 per Cent. 8 : 7 2558407491 3 10 | 1,291,024 11 1 11,019 4 44} 795304 19 


2 2 162,8 13 15 9 3 I,923-154 


- - = $27,071,370 19 2412, 344,676 2 241 299915 15 gl 1,923,154 


, 


FIRST REPORT: 
WAYS and MEA NS. 


TOUR Committee find that the Ways and Means 
, propoſed for the Year 1797, conſiſt of, 


Articles voted, dix. | 


115 Lan d and Malt 5 — > 7 L. 2,750,000 
Su plus of Grants Ta re Op EO 420,000 


— ; K n 


— 
— 


6 23,170,000 


17 5 And of Articles eſtimated, viz. 

ff | Growing Produce of the Conſolidated | 81555 Ty 

8 C. 1,075,000 

= | Exchequer Bills . Jö j 8 
ys Loney rz,j5 200, o0⁰ 


4 « - -— 


4 Tatal -- + L. 27:945:.000 | 


9 — 


8 
REDUCTION OF PUBLIC DE BT. 


1 {your Committee RT; further proceeded to tate an 
$ Account of the Progreſs that has been made in the 
"A Reduction of the Public Debt ſince the gth of July 
1786, of the Sums now Annually applicable thereto, 


4 and of the further Progreſs which may be expected to 
be made, as far as the ſame can be at preſent aſcertained, 


1 Y Jin the Reduction of the Debt now _ 


FIRST "REPORT: 


r 2 2 8 W : 
I TIS AD, Ig SE re bores a + 
ee oe ET EIS Yr td _ 


§ 1. YOUR Taste hive great Satisfaltion 
upon this Subject, in contemplating the large Means 
which are now Annually employed for the Reduction of 
the Public Debt, and the conſiderable Progreſs which 
bas been already made towards chat important End. 


„ ys wo oo” wr RA — 


N _ * 

F LN, "RE "TIE 

r 
T 1 eee 1d 8 


The Annual Sum now applicable to that Purpoſe 5 
Pears to amount to N £ 3, 359-799- _ 6. 


a \ 


EE en en. c- * 


Conſiſting of the Hlloging Heads : 


Charged upon the Conſolidated Fund in 
1780 8 . 4. 1,000,000 
Annual Grant — = __ + 200,000 | 
Intereſt of Capitat bought. „% „ . 200,010 I 
Annuities expired or fallen in „ I i 9361 5 
, Amount of the 1 /. per Cent. created 1 
| "AY the War FEES e tr J 


— —— 


2K«%ö õ—̃ ͥ ’ :ü-——-——VBS K 


——— ES 


*£ 3359-799 _ 


The Capital Stock purchaſed by the Application . 
the ſeveral Sums appears to have E on the 16th of 
15 March 17 £ 23:334:200 | 


n 88 
et 125 . 
E 


— 


S 
ee eee 2 . 
> r Ss pu 


6＋— — 


92. THE further Progreſs to be made in the 
Reduction of the Debt has been calculated, by Order : 
of the Commiſſioners, according to the Operation of the 
Annual Million, the Intereſt of the Stock redeemed by | 


it, the Amount of expired and unclaimed Annuities, 
and an | Annual Sum of Two Hundred Thouſand | 


* 
2 WO 7— Ä— TW 7— . 7 2 IE ES 


—— 
* 


** > 2. 


N N . The 8 Error in this Sum Total ariſes from ay up ; 
|} the Shillings and Pence, which; are e not brought forward in the Body 
7 Js of the Report, 


: ö lation for * the Debt at the above Periods. 


COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, xc. 


Pounds i in Aid of this Fund, granted by Parliament, as 
applied to the Reduction of the Debt which exiſted be- 
4 'S the War, and conſidered as then amounting to the 


um of Two Hundred and Forty Millions. 50 
Theſe Calculations, of Courſe, depend upon the dif- 


ferent Prices at which the ſeveral Stocks in which the 
Fublic Debt conſiſts may happen to be purchaſed. 


The earlieſt Date, according to theſe Calculations, at 


I which the Whole of the Debt that exiſted prior to 179 3, 


L and taken at Two Hundred and Forty Millions, would 
be cancelled, is 33 Years, from the 1ſt: February 1797; 
1 Wind even the moſt remote Date at which it would be 


cancelled does not exceed 84 Years, 


| Your Committee have ſubjoined to this Part of their 


# 3 SIDE of theſe leveral Calculations. ® 


—— 


* * —_ P WE 


J E. YOUR G obſerve, that the faid 5 
I e relate 9 to the 9 which will be 


0 mounts or Co Ts £34141. 


* * 9 [4 4 eng 


1 * In the Appendix to the Folio Edition of the Reports oreſented 
to the Houſe of Commons, there are ſeveral large Scales of Calcu- 
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: ing Fund was - Dk 9 * 248.422. 


| which this Sum is 3 is — 1 eee ee 


FIRST REPORT: 


The I vidend on the Stock pr 
chaſed thereby 1 4,5 5 _£ 77,068 


The Total Amount 41 the new Sink- 


The Capital of the new Debt, to the Reduction «| 


5 In order to give the Houſe fuller 1 upon ! 

this Part of the Subject, your Committee have called 
for further Calculations; but in the mean time they 
think it neceſſary to obſerve, that the new Sinking Fund 
appears to bear a much larger Proportion to the new [| ö 
Debt, than the old Sinking Fund, with its Accumula- WM. 
tions, the Annual Grant of Two Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds, and the Annuities expired, does at the preſent 

Moment to the old Debt: And that the old Sinking 
Fund, after reaching the oa of Four Millions, is no 

longer made applicable by 

pound Intereſt of what may then remain of the old 
Debt; but the Operation of the new Sinking Fund is 


to continue at Compound Intereſt till the new Debt 
ſhall be totally extinguiſhed. 


aw to the Diſcharge at Com- 


March ls. 1797. 5 1 hey 


SUPPLEMENT. 


| 
i 
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: Supplement ( A.) Continued. 
7000. GV 9," TT". 1-3 
Brought forward -= + =- [327,071,370 19 24 |12,344676 2 24 162,813 15 9 1,923,154 19 4 
FUNDED during the ſn Seſſion of PARLIAMENT. : . 3 ME | = 
1 =. NAVY, VICTUALLING, 1 TRNSPORT Fr . : 3 Ws | 1 
= I Annuiticsat 5 per Cent. added to 5 per Cent. Conſol. Annuities | 2 0 20 18 9 | 101,211 $8 11 910 18 © | 20,242 5 9 
El »- = 4 per Cent. added to 4 per Cent. Do + - 764,861 510 | 30,3949 o 344 3 9 7648 12 3 
T1 3 FRE TO added to 3 Per Cent. 1 4s 16,437,273 1-0 7 49,118 3.10 | © 9,390-15- 5 | 164,372 14 75 
T EXCHEQUER BILLS. : | 
J Annvitisat 5 er Get, added to 5 per Cent. D. | 210,02 4 8 | 13,510 2 2 121 11 % 2702 0 5 | 
9 - 4 per Cent. added to 4 per Cent. = Do- = 104,432 5 8-4. ͤ „ 50 46 19 11 1,044 6 5 
: A —— - Cent, added to 3 Jer. W 1,999,699 4-4 | 59,990 19 6 899 „ 19,990 19 10 7 
t f 15 Annuities at 5 per Cent. by At 37 Gi. Th. Rs. e, | 20,250,000 0 O 1,012, 500 0 9,112 10 o | 202,500 0 1 | 
5 | Tora PRINCIPAL Dez, as it now ſtands 31 368,922,067 19 52 14,059,778 11 52 181 049 11 11 28347 661 1 18 8 
_ | | 5 | 1 . 181,646 11 11 | . 
19 80 9 | 2-341,661 18 7 
˖ ü Total ANNUAL Cano of the PusLic Fonved DEN © F  » ä liesen 1 


Menorandum : 


The Carrrars funded during the preſent Seſſion of 

Parliament not as yet appearing complete at the 

. Exchequer, that Part of the above Account has 

been obtained from the Bank of England, at the 

particular Direction of the Select Committee, that 

the Whole of the Public Debt might appear at 
one View. | 


Firſt Report. 


' Exchequer, 


the 27th Day of March 1797. 


D after deducting FE 40.0 000 per An. being the conipied Increaſe of = 


Do Salt - 
Seizures 25th October 1760 
Profers De 
Letter Money 1 


4. 


| Supplement (B 


5 Bain forward —— 5 
NC: 1 D K N T 8. 


Conſolidated Letter Money WY: 


that Revenue by Reaſon of the Reſtriction in Franking, purſuant to 


Act 33 Geo. III. applicable MANY n the 885 Suge 2 


created Ao 1795 


Alum Mines 
Compoſitions | 


Rent of a Light Hoe 


Altenation Duty ST, | 
175 fer Lib, Deduction on e 24th Jade 1721 


on Salaries, Sich PA 550 
Houſes * W'i :dows, 1 766 


Do 


> 


Inhabited Houſes, 1779 


| Hawkers and Pedlars, 
Hackney Coaches and Chairs, 1711 


Do 


Male Servants, 1785 
Horſes 


Two-Wheeled Do 


„ | 
Four- W heeled Sieges, Do | 


1710 


Jo 


Do 


Arrears of Female Servants, Do 


Do - Waggons, Do 


7 -- 

De. Shops, De 
Do < Houſes and Windows, 
D >. „ 
Do - Men Servants, 1777 


Firſt Fruits of the Clergy 


5 Tenths 


* 


Exchequer, the 17th Day 
of March 8 


% 


* 


Total of CUSTOMS, EXCISE, and STAMPS 
GRAND TOTAL 


(B.) 


Continued. 


Year ending Tear ending Yea i 5 endine 
sth January 1794. th January 1755 | Ak ak | TE, 
[12,145,783 17 5 [12,028,905 11 10 [11,586,530 14 67 11,259,340 18 6 
Iſs 156,000 — en 156,000 — conn 159,000 — — | 156,000 —_— — 
| 387435 1 71 417,144 3 63] $87,244 13 7 | 406,386 14 75 
. 14,066 18 6 2,407 3 71] 22,915 4 41] 10,282 2 — 
5 1 688 10 3 141 040 47 
|... $50,000 — = 29109 18 | + , 

of „„ 1 
to 1 4 
ge | | En, COD 
by K SP mw. — 1. 200,000 —.—— 295,000 — — 
© 1 8.1 2 431% 47 „ 
8 6-19 4 18 0 13 4 S 13 4 
, $040 19 , v 
F % . e305 = 
33.7% 4 31,983 — 9 3133 17 5 29,643 16 4 
"| $335,084 19 6 32,826 9 7 316.473 17 10 | 955.983 8 101 
5 134.727 18 104 147.944 4 [ 190,007" 15 4 148,435 4 104 
5 3,363 12 6 2,509 6 4 3.349 18 10 43910 
” 12,100 13 3 | 11,000 — — | 11,000 — — | 11,500 — — 
1 13,1160 — — | _ 13,000 — — | 12,800 13,700 — — 
bY 88,544 65 8. 93,926 7 24 87,075 14 N 62 | 96,679 18 75 
109,338 8 44] 110,884 18 74] 101,857 13 71] 126,803 — 64 
149,950 4 21 151,899 7 —x| 147,038 11 — | 164,982 1 67 
8 30,657 17 81 31,553 8 34 40,921 14 104 45.316 3 27 
15 7,217 11 0+ | 2,409 9 22 176 18 AT 1,240 17 1 
3299 4 47 674 7 10+ 120 8 104 6 — 10 
N 3.301 — 64 111 9 98 11 104 742 18 — 
%%%%%%ͤͤ 8 - 118-29 8 . 
8 „„ Non —_ e 18 
5 549 14 22 :n—ͤU — 9g9 9 — | 3 15 — 
; 3,958 1 114 3,630 — 9 4.305 14 14 nn 
"3. -- 2045 -* t 9.959 3 1x 9.935 14 34 
© 1,796,107 4 114 4,880,586 15 1+| 1,751,797 2 8 | 1,928,463 11 42 
a 12,145,703 17 5 12,028,905 11 10 [11.586,530 14 611,239,340 18 6 
+ 13,941,891 2 43|j13,909,492 6 (131 13:338,397 17 2213,18, 804 9 104 
| | | STD 


4 


Firſt Report. 


w]. 


_ Supplem 
An ACCOUNT of the Total Net Produce paid into the Excheq 


have — to L. 1,000, or more, from the 


3 
Conſolidated Duties — — „ 
Inſurance 1762 — — — ** 
Burials, &c. 178322 —:ꝗt „„ 
Hills of Exchange 1783 - — — 115,146 
Receipts 1783 — — „ 
Hats, 1784 — — — — 12,727 
Plate, 1784 — — — _ 
Stage Duty, &c. — ( 119 
Medicine, 1785 — „FÜͥ‚»ͤ 12,199 
Game, 1785 V "5 a 29,209 
Attornies, 1785 — — — 24,889 
Pawnbrokers, 175 — —— — 4e114 
Glove, 1785 — — — „ 6,071 
Perfumery, 1786 5 . 4,347 
Ad Duties in Scotland, 1786 — i ee | 1,387 
Adi Game, 1991 =— — — — $2998 
Bills of Exchange, 1791 — — — — 
Receipts, 1791 — — — — 1 
Attornies, 17 4 — — — _ 
Nair Powder Certificates, 1795 — — — 
Adi Stamps, 1795 — _ — —— 
Adi Receipts, 1795 — — — — 
Sea Policies, 179 5 — — . om 
Legacies, 1996 — — — — 
Fats, 1796 — — — — 
Apprentice Duty — — — 6, 900 
L. 348,939 


Stamp Office, | . TY Mc 
March 22d 1797. 


w]. 


plement (C. Y 


xchequer of the DUTIES ariſing from the STAMP REVENUE, that 
m the 6th of aa 17 93 to the > 5 of ca 1797. 


— — 


8 75 


1595. 


— 


| 575 


. 
8,762 
25,051 
35779 
15,146 
43,948 
12,727 
25,920 
91,488 
12,199 
295209 
24,889 
4,114 
6,071 
47347 
1387 


— — 


o oo os. 


5998 8 


„„ 


6, 900 


8 , l 


— 


> 


I 


by 


OE OS = OW o .sÞ. | 


— 
E 
+> 


14 


* 


| 764015 
1 © 127,307. 
32935 
110,845 


8,355 


23,637 


202,884 


12.483 1 


38,931 


25,011 
3,778 

| 15755 
411 


„ 


745 7 


e 


POS 


0 


O 


=. II | 


O -O = S = O = 


= 
756,367 
131,119 


23959 


6,643 


23,607 


12,095 


5 


26,533 1 
4,079 1 


2,382 


1,441 
16,495 
128,812 


43,431 


16,200 


193,252 
| 16,6 


5333 


33,801 1 


6.57% 


— 
EN 
— 


O0 
S e 


o O 00DÞ00o Ze 


3 


136, 236 


15351 


132,778 


184,216 


2,272 


| 28,613 
204,061 
„ 1 
1 326 
26,029 
4,598 


2,162 


44.77 
20, 037 


48,465 
75094 
975109 
75493 


6,76 


13 


8 


1 


- O © M 2 O Hr + 


S O O _ 


0 &® 


48,939 12 


1 


1,410,314 


11 10 


— — 


4 1,670,219 9 3 


J 


at. 


1764413 18 2 


4 
* 
—— 
— —ͤ—̃ —— ny PET} 
F 


kde ded * * * Wars 
= of 3 


. 


mw. ai. ot 


— N — 


Firſt Report. 
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— — 
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| Supplerhent ( D.) 


An ACCOUN T of the Quantity of WINE imported uch arid 
| exported from GREAT BRITAIN, with the Quantity retained for 
Home CodnsUMPT1oN, in the Four Years preceding the 5th 
Fe 17975 diſtinguiſhing each Year. 


W 


IMPORTED. 


| Retained for 


Home Conſumption. 


325,033 1 37 


b General's Office, 
Cuſtom Houſe, London, 


Mah 98 1797. 


Firſt Report. 


| . Hhd. Gall. 
27,868 2 49 


| 19.079 1 38 


3-679 


„766 
2,650 
| | 1,656 


Tuns. Hhd. Gall. | 


: 3 14 


3 22 


Tuns. Hhd. Gall. 
20,0332 3 0 


25217 335 


| 30.376 2 15 
2 58 


£5,399 1 43 


f 
} 
| 
| 


| Supplement (x E.) 


and DOGS, and of the Ten pus CENT on Wend 298 
impoſed by ſeveral Acts of Parliament paſſed in the 36th Year 
of His Myefty ; deducting the probable 3 of Manage. 
ment. — F or . 97 and Wales. Z 


« — — — — — — — — —— -- 


Additional Duties on Horſes 5 
New Duties on Horſes — 


Duties on Dogs (2 of a Year) 


'Ten per Cent. on Aſſeſſed Taxes 


Charges of Manageme nt 


* no additional Officers were ere appointed upon theſe . ed 
impoſed, the Charges of Management are only 6] 4. i n the Pound. Þ 1 


Office for Taxes, 
22d March 1797. 


L411 


{GROSS ASSESSMENT, 


* 


105,842 


9091/72 


67,915 1 
7 T37122- 


401,6 323 


10,878 


4601 1 Urbz : IC 9641 
213 ffn 2a1dx9 zou $90p 96:1 4 129 x 21} py edu ! 10 o patapuar oe zou $621 ro om 105 duo nahen 213 Jo ZIPH uo m0qy 


ö 


29 gr 96⸗016˙1 |*r 3 786˙9 AB 4 64⁹õẽ 4 0 ob9%zlo 0 1e 6 6 L1Fz1] 9 61 9eg' hs] or £1 199*6g6't | F6Zr. 


2þ gi glgigob't | g Þ 996. 6 F og j o gierte greg [fir 11 4ib'ar ſfor 6 YEgiha|rg 6 G6gg'6g6'st [8641 


; 


169 881941 9 J ggfirr (th 6 gootght'o o 094 |s br 9 ton s 168“ g 91 187 fe g1 bgg'6ge's | 864 
RR % 7% œkl, , ᷑ ʒ ] 


— 


nber e fexrig pur due“ un s1031% (l Artus | *s42uomrumonH | si pq ů | » 9019 
Si aun uo sonunog 401 = | Suxpuoyadde _ $1941399Y 01 834510 = OJ = 36 8u v X 

pew $3uaWArg 103 au,. zuouie d | 403 $3vawkeg 02 e on 2Sxpunog | oagepunoq js "mou | f 
The. | | | = = Z | 1 1 2 2 | | 1 ES | 3 ; 33 2 1 3 


*zanbay>x7F OJuT 
opew uo e jenzze pue mo!1˙10 suo np un! * dn peu 2q uro our din se avg Se 9611 9601 4611 8641 *3641 sex 211 103 
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: * 
- 4 , 


( 4)  nawajddng 


WO OT 3 


So N oo 


0 1 . Cf, * N 54H 5 * 7 hag” : 
— — — r 


Supplement (8. * 


aN ACCOUNT of tho. OUTSTANDING DEMANDS at the reale 4 


on the 5th of January 1797» 


—— 


OUTSTANDING DEMANDS on \ the «th January 1797. 


Te Deficiences of the Land and Malt 1794, 
are not included here, as they are inſerted in the 


Accompt of the Unfunded Debt and Dunne 
Demands at the Exchequer. 


* 


o 
of 
o 
of 
O d 


8 Treafory Chambers, Whitchi 


Nor the Bills öt Rach e dawn on e March 18th 1797. 


Lords Commiſſionets of His! ajeſty s Treaſury, 


as they are included in a ſeparate Atcompt made 
up here this-Day. 1 


So 
For the Civil Eſtabliſhments of 5 American Colonies far 1796 20,219 5 
For the African Company, — — — 20,000 o 
For the Levant Company — — 5.00 © 
For the Board of Agricultur 4 © — — 2,000 © 
For the Britiſh Muſeum | — 1,500 © 
For the Clerks at the Exchequer, ior. direfing nd paying me +> | 
Orders for American Sufferers 1,160 0 © 
For the Expence of e and drawing the Lone Anno TED 
1796 — _— 10,500 | 
To complete L. 473.979. 35. 44d. to replace Payments. out _ 
Civil Lift — 33-529 
For American Sufferers; fer Acts 8th and zoth Geo. It. — 8,103 1 
For Repayment of Iſſues out of Civil Liſt — — 275,514 7 
The above Services unde bien voted. „ oh 377.5 26 14 
5 SERVICES to hs provided. for. „ 
5 : Far Jubo Farhil, Bſgr, 'Secy to mag for ons the Na- N 
tional Debt. — 78 19 © 
To John Wilmot, Eſqr, for a Clerk to to renten the Office for „%% wo, Do 
American Claims — 8 
For the French Clergy and lier for November and. December „ 
1 — — 3 r, od © 0 
To Duncan Campbell,” for confining -Conviets, to 12th De on 
| tober 1796 — — JOE —  . 3-033 4 0 
. To James Bradley, , Do -= - - - to 20th 8 
Cekniber 1796 — — = — 9,628 12 
For Repairs of the Fleet Priſon — — — 4515 8 
For Do - of the King's Bench Priſon — — 57% 3 
On Account of Proſecutions! by Solicitor of che Mint — 1,461 15 
For Officers of the Houſe of Lords, for Attendance on the Trial 9 85 
of Mr. Haſtings — — 2,806 8 0 
For the valary of the Chief Jaſtice of en tand — 693 15 
Bills drawn from or on Account of the Settlement of N. 80 Wales 31,825 14 
For Expences in epnſequence of the Alien Bill — — %% 9 
- >, \Excels of Foreign Secret Service — — — 1,345 19 
| A | 5 1 E. 472,157 2 


Tre 


Supplement (H.) 


„ An ACCOUNT of WarranTs for Army Services due and unpaid on 
| the 5th of January 1797, and of TREASURY BILLs due to the Bank 
on that Day ; and alfo of TREASURY BILLs which had been accepted 
on the 8th of ' January, but had not then been paid. 


! Extraordinary Warrants and — to General and. | 1 
Staff Officers — 5 _ — 58,876 
For Colonels of Regiments, to provide Knapſacks, Ac- e 

coutrements, ke. — 3 25 410 
For Cloathing for Augmentations to different Corps 


. 

Allowances for Loſfes of Cloathing, Baggage, &c. be- „ 

longing to Officers on Service — x— b 79.859 

For Bat, Baggage, and Forage Money —— — 297,708 

For Camp Contracts in England, in 1796 „ 223,234 

For Camp Equipage 5 Tabs 5 20,6% 

For Accompts outſtanding, to complete Pay of Volunteer | Os: 
Corps, for Levy Money and Subſiſtence of ſundry Corps 

of Fencibles, and for various other Ser vices — 225 

£ 355 954 


Treafury Bills paid-at the Bank previous to 5th January gs 

1797 — — — e 1,186,415 5 | 
Do - - - paid at the Bank, ſince the 5th of January DD 
17974 which had been axcepted previous to that Day 547,000. ö 
L 2,088,469 


W 


reaſury 1 Whitchall, 
March 18th 1797. 


e $f } . 


A co UNT of Ex ra aorDINARY Expincss of the ARMY 7 
incurred and paid by the Right Honourable the Paymaſter General of | 3 

Hs Ma JESTY's Forces, from the 25th of December 1795 to the 
24th of December 1796, Ne, N e provided for by 


Parliament, 


21ſt March 1797. 


| | Fit : 
Vidualling .:. ͤ— — 23,466 i1-9 
Bills of Exchange drawn by ſundry Perſons | — 3,432,780 19 4 
Expences jn Nova Scotia and Canada — — — 93.592 2 2 
Pay, &c. H ſundry Black Corps, &c. —þ- 94,6011 0 
Pay of Sundry Officers, &. — — — 27,843 3 off 
Bread, Forage, &c. tor Home Eneampments — 178,038 11 1 
Bat, Baggage, and Forage — . e 1 0 
©. Fo-the Barrack Department for Coal, Candles, Beer, 1 Ws 
Forage, — — — — 619,977 6 11 
Hoſpital Bedding, Camp 8 "IP — 209, 165 11 off 
_ Contingent Diſburſements for Hoſpitals, cc. —| 64,0 O 0 
Contingent Allowances for Foot Guards 113.936 17. 0 
Fo he remitted for the Service of His ee Seajelly | 400,000 © off 
Sundry Miſcellaneous Services — — 13447 16 4931 
=P 1 
| £15, 374.646 o ol. 
2 DednR, | * 
Voted on Account, and fundry Re-payments, ae. 1987 169 13 6 5 
1. [3 387.476 _ 6 6 5 
3 | * tc 
Pay OFce, Horſe Guards, £] 


ebenen (K) 


i an ACCOUNT of the DEMANDS for ARMY SERVICES outſtanding 
on the 5th of penny 1797; e the Particulars of which 


{Y BY the ſame conſiſt. : 
of 5 j *** 
the ST 1 wa VVV 
vi BOfN-reckonings FETT FTE. 539,548 | 0 O 
1 ilitia Cloathing — — — 108,538 9 
loathing and Accoutrements for Augmentations W 0 
1 the Forces — — 2 — 1 ogo 4-6 
SHorſe Furniture ,, — — 22,654 o 00 
d. Allowances to the Captains, Paymaſters, Surgeons, & [ 96,687 © o 
2 ray of the Garriſons in Great Britain, Gibraltar, Ame- e e 
rica, and the Weſt Indies — 54947 ̃ 
49 Pay of the General and Staff Officers, and Officers of „5 
5 the Hoſpitals in Great Britain, America, the Weſt 
0 Indies, Gibraltar, Corſica, and tbe 9 5 of Good | 
Recruiting — — — — 120,536 0 0 
M.arches, Contingencies, and Neceſſaries — 93,499 0 0 
Half pay — „„ 56 90,000 o © 
[Widow's Penſions — — 2. 3.500 0 0 
11 In-Penſion of Chelſea Hoſpital — — 12,0590 '0 0 
WSundry Public Once > — — 20,000 0 0 
: Z-| ——.— 0 0 


in the Army Eſtimates. 


Parliament. 


Pay Office, Horſe Guands, 
17th March 1797. 


Prein has been 015 for the Payment of the Whole of this Sum 


The Amount of Arrears due to the Officers of the ſeveral Regiments, | 
Troops, and Companies of the Regular, Fencible and Militia Forces, 
cannot be aſcertained until the Re imental Accounts of each particular 
Year have been examined at the War Office; but Proviſion has been 
made for the Payment of theſe Arrears in the Annual 21 voted by 


Bills oſ Exchange drawn on the Paymaſter General had bein 3 
previous to the 5th of January, but not paid till after that Day, 
to the Amount of — 85 5. 217.5648 3 3 


chiefly on Account of che Subfiſtence 7 the Troops on Foreign Stations, 


a ACCOUNT of all DzMaAnDs i on the 5th Day 1 


0 which the fame conſiſt. 


2 F NO FO 4 Re * 3 1 N , * 
: * Fn ** 8 


| Supplement ( L & M. ) 


of January 1797, for the Service of the BAR RACK 1 
DEPARTMENT ; diſtinguiſhing the Particulars of 


| Demands a on \ the «th 3 17975 re WEL 
22 => De 2 2 92, oe Supplies and Service 0 | 


DO 3 Do, on Account of Temporary 


for Troops ſtationed on the Coaſt in the Counties of | | 535, 233 


— eos — Hard — — = : Le B.A — — 
8 — 


Account of the Sum of J. 290, ooo, voted by Par- 
ament for the Erection of Permanent Barracks 


the Barrack Dep artment for the Year W790: for 
Which Bills Arg been accepted. 105 


Barracks erected and provided in the Year 1796, 


Eſſex, Kent, Suſſex, and Hants, and the Supply . 
of Furniture and Utenſils for the me + 44: 


' Barrack Office, 
17th March 1797 · 


| Sapplentent * ) 


1 6UTSTANDING DEMANDS on the Sth Day of 
OO January 4798. 


N 1 - * * 
„—— 1 ** — 4 — 


To complete L. 1,943,882. granted for Naval BOY EF ie) s 


"3 Services Anno 1792 - — 37 2979 5. 62 
180 To complete /. 463,601 11 3: granted for the | He . 
ä | Ordnance % „ 2 193, 591 11 3 
For the Salary of the Chief Juſtice of Bermuda 8 8 
IForthe Salary of the Chief Juſtice of Dominica "os © 0 
815% For the Clerks at the Exchequer, for diretirg — 
5 and paying the Orders for American Sufferers 710 o 0 
For the Uſher of the Exchequer, for Neceflaries 155 10 6 
For John Farhill, Efq ; Secretary to the on- 9 
233 miſſioners for reducing the National Debt 712 14 © 
c For the Expence of preparing and N „„ 
the Lottery Anno 1792 „ 164700; 0 
0 For American Sufferers s - 6,233 19 103 
Bills drawa on the Treaſury, and accepted, 
payable at the Bank 2 „„ * 093 


threafary Cluntere, Whitehall, 
March 23d 1797. . 


Supplement (0. F 


An ACCOUNT of the Demanys for ARMY SERVICES, if 
which were outſtanding on the 5th of January 1793; diſtin. 5 
guiſhing the Particulars of which the ſame conſiſted, 8 


* 
1 1 : : N 3 
I "Who a - * . +4 4+ ” * 4 42 % * 6+ 4 e, : - — *s - . + '- + S „ -- * 


| . 4 4 
DER ek obo LS f 3 
Allowances to Captains, Paymaſters, Surgeons, 3 1 

e : 4 : - 19,211 o of 
Pay of the Garriſons in Geest Reitain, Gibraltar . 5 

North America, and the Weſt Indies - 22,545 0 © 

Pay of the General and Staff Officers, and n. 

| Officers of the Hoſpitals in Do. - 16,744 o of 

Recruiting, Poundage, Marches, and Contes CR. : 
gencies, Extra Feed of Dragoon Horſes, NC 29,059. 

Half Pay... - „ TO OY „ 1400800 

Widows Penſions 33 VF 

In-Penſion of Chelſea Hoſtal 1 12,343 

Extraordinaries of the Year 17922 = 337.865 


1 


£3. 03 oO O. © 


IE: Ch nr gg {6419176 | 0.0 


ID the aboye Account no mention 1s made of Ariane due to 
the Officers of the ſeveral Regiments, Troops, and Companies ; 
as it appears that the Over-Payments made to ſome Regiments, 
have in general balanced the Amount of Arrears due tg others. 


Pay Office, Horſe 9 
2d March 1797. 


| Supplement (P. * 


4 A” ESTIMATE of the expected Total Amount of the Police 


in. for the Year ending the 5th January 1798, as far as the ſame 
can be aſcertained ; e the different e of 
_— = Service. 


orage for the Cavalry ſtationed i in | Barracks | in Great 957 


Heer for Cavalry and Infantry in Barracks in Great 


Pa Account of Barrack DEPnRnt in the [fland of | 


W Exec ct for the Service of the BARRACK DEPARTMENT 


Britain 4 | 105,770. " 
Britain, Guerniey, Jerſey, Alderney, and Scilly -| 77,962 | 
oals and Candles for Do - - Do - - Do 51,666 

Repairs of Buildings, Bedding, Furniture, N 1 


St. Domingo 1 10, 00 


n Account of - - Do 1 at Gibratar- +7. 2,000 - 
On Accouut of - Do at Newfoundland 2, 300 
On Account of Hoſp ie 30,000 
- i Barrack Maſter's * 01 50 REN Rents, 1 Maney: ew hg 
for Officers, Allowance to Governors, &c. Office 5 
Bll Eſtabliſhment, Fees = - -| 93,709 
— Wor providing Temporary Barracks in the County of PEE 
> © Kent, and alſo for the Erection of Buildings for the 

* Reception and Accommodation of Priſoners of War, 
and for the Troops neceſſary to guard them, and for = 

ie to F aner Ke. e at Ne orman Crols near Peterborough | 35,669 
UCS 3 | | | — — 
ents, | . 1 


Ramack Office, 
8 37th March, 1797 


n — n 


— XC > — — 
KK ˙·‚— „„ Rae oc 
o 


— — 


> . — — - 
* 


7 


Loan to Perſons connected with, and trading 


African Fort . <- 14,000 8 
Board of Agriculture „ <- "$0 0 
Extraordinary Expences of the Mint 8 
For confining and maintainingConvicts at Home 32, C0 © 
For printing W Copies of Bills, Rs C 
"MS VV 4 e 4,000 0: 
French Clergy ind Laity Ree 7 N ; 180,000 o 
Foreign Secret Service - '- 150,000 © 
Expences in Conſequence of the 1 Bill - © 


Bills drawn, and which may be drawn, for or 


' Supplemen (Q. | TOR. 


| 6 ESTIMATE of the expected Aztount of PUBLIC EXPENGES. . 


under the Head of MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES, for the Year 


, enGng the 5th * ad i 
LY Hh J 64M 
| Plantation Eſtimates SR, 33,241 6 off 
To diſcharge Principal and indo on Orders . 3 


granting Compenſation to American and Eaflt —_— 
Florida Sufferees - - $1,682 17 68 


to, the Iflands of Grenada and Saint Vincent L 600,000 © 


2, 


on Account of the Settlement of New South ZH 
Wales — - $30,000 o oil 
Penſions and Allowances to American Loyalifts | 46,120 o Oo 


Whitehall, Treaſury Chambers, ” | 6. Ki 1149. 3 5 4 7 6 
18th March 1797. TIE __ 


The * Sums iucluded in his A which have been 1 by Parliament 3 


ate, the Sums of C. 33, 241, for Plantation Eſtimates; of L. 51, 682. 17. 6, to : 
_ diſcharge Principal 2 Intereſt on Orders granting Compenſation to American 
and Eaſt Florida Sufferers ; and of C. 600,000 to be iſſued by Way of Loan, for 


the Relief of Perſons connected with the Iſlands of Grenada and St. Vincent; 3 
the latter of which Sums was voted ſince the Eſtimate of Supply and Ways and 
Means for the Year 1797 was ſtated to E and was not included in that 


Eſtimate. 


The remaining Articles of 8 contained in this PRESS e of 1 


Sums which are not capable of preciſe Eſtimate. It has been uſual to pay ſuch 2 
Bums in the firſt Inſtance out of the Civil Liſt, and to propoſe afterwards to Par- 
Hament to vote a Sum ſofficient to re-pay what has been fo advanced. 


SECOND 


. 

1 
ear ms 

75 

TS 


EDO: 


SECOND REPORT. 


* Ordered to be rs 21 L April 1797: on 


Your ComMTTEs 


H in their Firſt Report, forborne to Enter 


into a Acne Examination of the Particulars 


2 which muſt be taken into Conſideration in forming any 
Eſtimate of the Produce of the Duties impoſed in the 
ear 1796—They think proper to reſume this Head of 

Inquiry, before oy e to the W Parts of 


their Inſtructions. | 1 — 


9 1. SIN CE the Fir Report of Your Standes . 
as preſented to the Houſe, another Quarterly Account 


Jof the actual Produce of the Taxes impoſed in- 1796, 


as been made up at the Exchequer: And other Do- 


uments alſo have been received, which were not then 


7 repared. 


Your Committee indeed are ſtill of Opinion, that no 
orre& Eſtimate can be made of the real Productiveneſs 
of theſe Duties from the Amount of their Receipt within 
he Firſt Year, and more eſpecially on Account of the 
ery peculiar Circumſtances which affect the Operation 
pf ſome of theſe Taxes : But they think, that ſuch 

aterials as have been collected upon this Occaſion, 
re of ſufficient Importance to deſerve the Attention of 
he. Houſe, and that a due Examination of theni will 
afford the following Details and Reſults, 


The Charge upon thi Public his Intereſt, Manage 
nent, and . 1 per Cent. on the 18 W 
reated in 796, was = ED l — 226 


The 


* : e 


SECOND REPORT: 


The Monies ariſing out of the Taxes impoſed inf N 
1796, and of a Nature applicable to defray this Charge 9 
are, firſt, Monies which have been actually received 
and, ſecondly, Monies which remain due upon Bond 
or Aſſeſſment: And a Reſult, approaching towards the 
Amount of a Firſt Year's Produce of moſt of the Taxes 
may be collected from theſe ſeveral Sums. The Cir 
cumſtances of each Tax are as follows: _ 


1. Horſes; 3 This Tax commenced on the Sth o 5 
April 1796 ; and there was actually received upon it in 
the Exchequer, on the 5th of April 1797 . nt, 160 6 
and there was alſo due pon” it by Aſ- ©. 

ſeſſment, N „ 
Total * 105,842. 


2. The. Two Shilling additional Duty on Horſe ; 
commenced at the fame Date, and it had 1 
produced, on the 5th of April 4. 23,995 
7 q and there was due upon it, by Aſſeſſinent, 66,777 


Total - 4 99.772 


1 The Ten per Cent. on the Aſleſſed T: axes com - 
menced at the ſame en and produced, on the il = 
April - C. 56,350 

and there w; was due upon it by Ailcflinent - 80,772 1 


Total . 2. 137,122 | 


By gh” ag : 5 commenced on the «th of July 179 
and produced, the 5th of April 1797, _ © 

being only Three-Quarters of a Tea £ 6 29 5 

there was due upon it allo by — 

4 of a Year e „. bs * 


: Total 2 67,915 


x + » 


= COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, & 3 


5. The Wines Exciſe commenced on 
1 F 17th of April 1796, and produced, 

n the 5th of April 1797 . 100,720 
1 ind there was due for Three luteisentz 

k Duties bonded in Eng and and Wales 287,561 
7 | Total - 2 385, — 1 


6s. Wines Cuſtoms commenced at the 
ame Date, and produced, on the 5th of 
pri! EN ͤ 
| there was due on Bond ). 
5 Total — 2 '5 2 | Supplement A. 


= 7. A this commenced on the 17th © 
Wof April 1796, and Pe on the N . 
Jof April 17977 „ 


8. Tobacco; this Sam on the 
ith of December 1795, and pI, 
on the zth of January 1797 — 8 16401 ty 


= 9. Norte Dealer 1e commenced 
Jon the iſt January 1796, and produced, 
Fr 92 


10. Hats; this ad on the cth 

of Auguſt 1796, and produced, on the _ 
th of April 179 7 - af 4 11, 608 
This appears by adding to the adhual Re- 77 oe 
ceipt of +» - 4. FR 
W alſo received on the old Tax 5th Jan. 1797 2,270 
and alſo 8 theregn, 5th April 1797 2369 


9 7 20 

5 "A which is to be deducted the com- OP 
puted Produce of the old ax LM iſ 
The nett Produce of the new Tax for "oe . 
Lear, Was. therefore — Sh LE op 11 58 


; Supplement B. 


the Allowance for Watte, between the 905 of January 5 
17.96 and Sth of January 1797, 55+ C. 32,000 i 


Public on Account of the Reduction on the Drawback 


the Sum of Fiſteen Thouſand Two Hundred and Fifty 


Produce of the whole Tax, which was computed at 
'F orty-one Thouſand and Seventy-nine Pounds. 


the Produce of the Aſſeſſed Taxes far Scotland, and 
| taking only Taue ben of a Year upon the Dog 


Aſſeſſment for England and Wales * 29358 61 
8 which, if there be added, for Ons” 


the ſame will amount to oo 31 J 851 
and deduRting therefrom the Charg ges of 


what may remain due for England and 


The nett Aſſeſſment for Scotland upon 


SECOND REPORT: 


11, Salt; the computed Annual Saving, by reducing . 


VIDg Lo 


17; Sugar; ; the computed Annyal Sa the 


on the Export of Sugar, and taken as ſuch out of the 
Conſolidated Fund, is V 4 116,676 


— 


. Legacies ; this commenced on the 5th of Au- 
gu 1796, and had produced. on the 5th of April 1797, 


One Pounds : Bui this 1s not to be placed to the Ac- 
count of the new Tax of 1796; it being ſhort of the 


It appears, therefore, ti at the Total of One Year's 
Ra upon the Taxes impoſed in 1796, excluſive of 


Tax, 1 . - 2. 688,414 


It appears alſo, that there 8 due upon the 


Quarter of a Vear upon the Dog Tax, 
according to the nett Amount o& the for. 
mer Aﬀeſſment, viz. avout: = "2 5 22,000 


Management on the Whole of the groſs # 
Afieflinent, IRS ei oo 194 -0Þ- 08958 


Wales, B35—ö—ü 8 £: 304,973 


all theſe Taxes, may be taken i in 5 
to the Worst! VIS. - <1: 21.228 


COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, &c. 


Tn And there remains due upon Bonded 
y oties ks WES Na ITO TOOL EX 389.671 


The Total, therefore, of the Duties arte in 196, | 


© Neceived or outſtanding either upon Bond or Aſſeſſment, 
or the Year 1796, as appears by the Abſtract ſubjoined 


e this Report, may be conſidered 5 
umounting by about: + 4 © Gb 404,393 


$ 2. YOUR Committee, however, cannot cloſe 
this Subject, without ſubmittiug to the Houſe ſome* 
Obſervations, which are immediately connected with 
the Details of this Statement, and which muſt very ma- 
Iterially affect its Reſult, in any View which can be taken 
of the probable Productiveneſs of theſe Taxes. 


upon theſe Taxes is made up to 5th April 1797, yet 
ir 15 impoſſible that the Whole of the actual Produce of 
che laſt Quarter ſhould appear in that Account ; many 


3 = Although the Exchequer Account of the Receipt 


Abſtract. 


Sums of Money received in the Courſe of Collection 8 


prior to that Date, not reaching the Exchequer till a 
Period long ſubſequent. They find a ſtrong Illuſtration 
lof this Fact, in remarking, that no Part of the Duties 

of Cuſtoms collected in the Out Ports of England 
within the laſt 36 Days preceding the 5th of April, can, 


by the Courſe of Remittance, appear in the Exchequer 


Account of the Quarter ending on that Day ; all thoſe 

Duties being remitted by Bills payable at 30 Days, to 
which there muſt be added Three Days of Grace, and 

(as the Receiver General pays his Balances W-ekly into 


W the Exchequer) Three Days more, upon an Average, 


: muſt be allowed from the Time when the Bill! is paid to 


fl Time of Payment into the Exchequer. | 
2. The 


6 


© Sopplement C. 


. of their Aſſeſſment, and that Part of the probable Re- 5 
venue may therefore be ſtated with reaſonable Certainty; 


Taxes for England and Wales, impoled in 1796, had 
produced i in the Exchequer, upon the zth of January 


1796 for Scotland, had been paid into the Hands of the | 
Receiver General for Scotland upon the Soon of "ned : 


pg 


5 _ are alſo wanting, and are equally to be added to the 
| Produce of theſe Taxes : But your Committee think it | 


the Duty upon Legacies, and Shares of Perſonal WW 
Eſtates; which hitherto has produced even leſs than the 
former Duty upen the ſame Sort of Property. 


fubject Matter of this Tax, have contributed, and muſt Þ 


the Time given by the Laws of — and Scotland 


ECO REPORT: 


2. The Aſſeſſed Taxes appear generally to e pro- 3 | 
duced a nett Revenue nearly equal to the nett Amount 8 


but your Committee obſerve, that although the Aſſeſſed MW 


1797, the Sum of nearly One Hundred Thouſand | | 
Pounds, nevertheleſs no Part of the Aſſeſſed Taxes of 


The Wine Exciſe Tl banded for 3 for 


their Duty to obſerve, that the Amount of the Duties 
impoſed on Wine in 1796, and bonded to the Exeiſe 
Office, was levied upon Stock in Hand, and conſe- 
quently raiſes the Revenue for the Year 1796, upon that 
Article, beyond what its Aunnunt wound: atherwiſe have 1 
been. | ; 


4. The laſt and moſt important Obſervation which 
your Committee have to ſtate on this Subject, reſpects 


Many Circumſtances, however, incidental to the 


ſtill contribute, to retard its Operation. 


The primary and eential Circumſtance, which of 
Neceſſity obſtructs this Duty in its Commencement, is 


to 


— * 


COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 


0 

1t ¶ counts, before he can be compelled to pay any Legacy 
e- Wor Diſtributive Share; the Rules of Equity in the 
„ ngliſh Courts of Juſtice allow a Fear, and the Laws 
> of Scotland allow at leaſt Six Months. This partly ex- 
> {plains the neceſſarily flow Progreſs of ſuch a Duty in 
y {Wits Outſet. The complex State of Affairs incidental to 
d {almoſt every great Maſs of Teſtate or Inteſtate Property, 


Eſtate, a Proceeding at all Times dilatory, muſt in the 
preſent Times tend {till more conſiderably to protract the 


Wh its Payment enforced. 


with an Expectation, in which they are confirmed by 
the Official Opinion of the Board employed to ſuper- 
intend the Collection of this Duty, that whenever ſuffi- 


venue to the Public. 


aſt April 1797. 


1 to every Perſonal Repreſentative to make up his Ac- 


from whence the largeſt Duties are payable, is a further 

W Reaſon why the Payment of this Duty muſt not be 

expected even at the Expiration of the Delay granted by 
Law; and the further Neceſſity of proceeding to reco- 
ver Sums due upon Mortgage, which fo frequently com- 

| poſe the greateſt Portion of any large Refiduary Perſonal 


final Settlement of thoſe Accounts, upon which Event 
alone the full and complete Duty Cain be afcertained and 


Your de however, are ſtrongly impreſſed £ 


cient Time ſhall have elapſed to allow for the free Ope- 
ration of this Tax, conſidering the Extent and Amount 
of the Property upon which it is laid, it will hereafter 
prove a very productive and increaſing Source of Re- 


Supplement (A. ) Report II. 


„ 


: An ACCOUNT of the Produce of the TAXES impoſed | in the Year 7796, 
received at the Exchequer between the 5th January and 5th April I797. 


& 


SAP : | | | . . 
Horſes V — 7. 4,230 0 © 
Tobacco e 2 — | 39.511 oO Oo 

Horſe Dealers Licences — — — 277 o 0 
Do (Cuſtoms) — _ — _— 49,860 7 6 
TE TON — „„ N 
Legacies, after reſerving £5, 0. Part of 10, TY 1 

the computed Average Quarterly Produce of former | 2 
Duties repealed - — — — — —— 
Hats, after reſerving { 2,369 175. 9d. the computed | „ 

Average Quarterly Produce of former „„ 

b, repealed „ — — 16,446 2 3 
Two Shillings additional Duty « on Horles — | 4520 0 o 
Dogs — — . — ei; 8 
io per Cent. 5 8,517 8 62 
The computed. Ouaneily e by V reducing the F TEST POL ET 
Allowance for Waſte on Salt — 8,000 0 0 
Taken out of the Conſolidated Cuſtoms, being the „ 


computed Quarterly Saving to the Publie on Ac- | 
count of the Reduction on the Drawbacks on the | 1 
Exportation as Sugar . . 29,169 8 


= OT 165, 257 hy DI f 


* — 


Exchequer, 
the 6th 122 of "py 1797s 


5 Second Report. 3 * 


whence imported cannot be accurately diſtingurſhed, —Prior to the War, 


cept the Rheniſh Wine, which was ufually imported by the Way off 
Holland, and is now ſhipped chiefly at Hamburgh.— Since the War with 


Iſlands; but the great 2 of FOO Wine is  direftly | from 


Supplement ( B.) Report II. 


An ACCOUNT of the Quantity of WINE imported! in the Year ending 
the g th of April 1795, the Year ending the zth of April 1796, and the 
Vear "OY the oY of Ax 1797 3 PINOY the Countries, . 5 


5 YEAR ending YEAR ending EAR Ge 
5th April 1795. 5th W128 1799+ Kia — 797. 

2 NN ron, N. . Tuns. N. G. Tuns. H. G. 
French--' . #18 678 2 58 | 645 2 50 
Madeira I 040 1 16] es t 47]... 505 2.46 
Portugal — 1 1 59 23,991 © 19 | 13,843 2 49 
%% ͤ - "7 2 $0 At a1 i 049.26 

= 1 — 9 2 16 3,885 1 85 2, 854 3 10 


Pas Wine is not included i in the above Account, 


ver General's Office, 
Cuſtom Houſe, London, 
29th April 1797. | 


| NOTE.—As the above Avon is not 1 up in «the cedinnty Period, 3 
of the Office, namely from January to January, the Countries from 5 


the Importations were in general directly from the Places of Growth, ex- 5 


France, almoſt the Whole of the Wines of that Country. have been im- 
ported through the Medium of Guernſey and Jerſey, as alſo the Spaniſh 

ines from the Commencement of the War with Spain.—About 400 
Tuns of Portugal Wine have likewiſe been imported by Way of thoſe 


Portugal. 


Supplement (C. * 


| AMOUNT of the New Perſonal LEGACY DUTY, from he 26th olf 
AP 79 to the 5th of Agel 1797, incluſive, | 


3 5 ; „ 
Town n. — — 12,418 1 6 


Country — — — 2,832 18 6 


4 15,251, © © 


* — . — ö 


Stamp Office, 6th April 1797. IIR 


5 ww * n 


Report; 


* H IR D R EP OR * 
( Ordered 10 be printed 112% . 1797. 5 


Voun CommMirre E 5 


E AVE proceeded further in the Conſideration of the 
4 4 Matters referred to them, and have agreed to the 
following Report thereon : | 


IN the Firſt Report which your Gachettl preſented 


to the Houſe, They forbore to enter upon a detailed 
Examination of ſome of the Matters belonging to that 


Part of their Inquiries, and reſerved to themſelves the 


L iperty of reſuming others, in caſe a ſubſequent Inveſ- 
tigation ſhould enable them to lay before the Houſe any 

' further Information or Obſervation which might deſerve 
its Attention. wh, 


The tien of the Tis e in 1755. 
e which Your Committee had at firit forborne to 


enter, has ſince been made the Subject of their Second 


FT. 


of their Firſt Report, an Account of Two Articles, in 
which their original Statement requires Alteration. | 


I. In the Account made up at the Pay Office, the $upplemens 
Article of Oft-reckonings was there ſtated to amount to 
L. 530,548 ; but it appears that this ought to be in- 
creaſed by a further Sum of about /. 26,000, and the 


Difference has ariſen from the Pay Office not having 
12 been 


; and they now proceed to ſtate ſuch further 
Information as they have obtained reipecting the Un- - 
funded Debt and Demands outſtanding « on the 5th of 


January 1 1797. 


5 UN DER this Head your Commitites have 
been led to reſume the Examination of the Outſtanding 
Demands relative to the Army, by their having received 
from the War Office, within a few Days after the Date 


A. 


THIRD REPORT: 


15 been aware of the Cube of the Off. reekonings * cer- 


tain Corps which were not borne « on the Army Eſtimate ; 
% of 1796. 


= the ſame A it is At to be — ads that the 
Sum of LF 317,383, there ſtated to be due for the Pay 
of General and Staff Officers, exceeds the actual De- 
mand for that Service, by the Sum of L. 38, 5003 
Payments having been made to that Amount in the, 

| Weſt Indies, of which Information had not been re 


ceived at the Time when the Pay Office Account was 
made up. | 


„Te Two Sums being ſet againſt each other, it is 
obvious that there was an over Statement upon the 
Amount of Army Debt, in the Pay Office Account 
annexed to the Firſt Nears by about the Sum of | 


Semen "+; Your Geier hab forther 10 obſerve, that an 
Article appears to have been omitted in the Accounts of 
Treaſury Warrants due for Army Services, reſpecting 
which They have alſo received particular Information 
ſince the Date of their Firſt Report; it is a Demand of 
the Apothecary General to the Army, for the Balance 
of his liquidated Account for the Year 1795, for which 
he has received his Majeſty's Warrants: This was an 
Outſtanding Demand on the 5th January 1797, and 
| | Supplemers amounted at that Time to L. 54, 400. And it is to 
C.- be remarked, that the Apothecary General claims a 
further Sum of 75,600 for the Year 1796; but this 
\ Demand is ſtill unliquidated, and has not been yet 
Rn 5 the TI and Surgeon | General. 


3 4 


2 . Os the "4 of MG anon, the Ie of 4.3 33,000 


was received . the J „ on Account — the above 
. arrants. ; | 


3 Your 


COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, Kc. 


. Your Committee haye uniformly conceived, that 


the Terms i in which they were ordered. by the Houſe to 


examine and ſtate the Unfunded Debt or Demands 


outſtanding on the 5th of January 1797, muſt neceſſa- 
rily be underſtood to import a Statement only of ſuch 
as were ſettled and acknowledged Debts, and not to ex- 
tend to any Claims which were then pending and un- 
liquidated. - 


5 Anxious ede to give further Satisfaction to 
tie Houſe upon the Subject, ſo far as their Means of 


Inquiry would allow them, They have proceeded next 


to examine into the Nature and Amount of ſuch 


Claims and Demands, as 1t 1s alledged will appear 


eventually to have been due to the Army at the Period | 
to which this Inquiry is limited, although they have 
not yet been reduced into the F orm of an acknow- 


, ledged Debt. 


; On this Subject Your Committee bes 133 to * 
firſt, what reſpects the Amount of the Claims made 


upon the ſame Heads of Service, as are already enu- 


5 merated in the Account rendered from the Pay Office; 
and in the next Place, what appears to be the general < 
Progreſs of all the Regimental Accounts towards a final 


Settlement, 15 


They 303 that the Demands be Coat by the * 


1 Regimental Agents, under ſome of the Heads of Ser- 


vice ſpecified in the Paymaſter General's Accounts, 


exceed the Sums there enumerated as follows: On 


Off. reckonings, C. 146, 229— Recruiting, L. 91,746— 
M,arches, &c. . 58,312. 
52 Demands, under the Head 1 Arrears, viz. for Periods 


And that there are other 


prior to the Year 1796, amounting to & zo hig 
And * the Lear 1796, to . 234,976. 


The 


"THIRD REPORT: 


The Sums, however, which ſhew the general Refult 
of the Regimental Accounts under theſe Heads, are 
not admitted by the War Office to be actualy due. 


1 85 1 the Article of OFceckonings; it is reproſanted 
indeed by the War Office itſelf, that the Exceſs of the 
Statements by the Agents beyond that of the Pay- 
maſter General, ariſes prii: cipally from the Reduction 

of a Number of Regiments in 1795, whoſe Aſſignment 

of Off-reckonings extended to various P-riods in 1796; 


aan that the Deficicacy created in their Cloathing Fund, x 


by this premature Termination of Eſtabliſhment re- 
maining to be made good, is a Vemand of which the 
greater Part will probably be found admiſſible, when- 
ever regularly ſtated aud vouched. But with regard to 
the Articles of Recruiting, Marches, Contingencies, and 
Neceſſaries, although the Agents may have been called 
upon by the Regimental Paymaſters and Officers em- 
ployed in the Recruiting and other Services, for Advances 
to the full Amount ſtated by them, yet it is ſuppoſed 
that the actual Expenditure of the Agents will be 
found, upon the Whole, to fall conſiderably ſhort of : 
their Drafts: And that as the Army was voted upon a 
very high Eitablickment for the Years 1795 and 1796, 
the Saving on thefe Years may nearly (if not fully) 
upon a final Settlement, balance the Extra Expenditure 
of the Agents upon theſe ſeveral Heads of Off-reckon- 


ings, Recruiting, Marches, Coatiagencies, and New 
ceſſaries. RE 


With reſpect to Arrears, it is to be obſerved, that 
almoſt every Officer actually employed, being in ſome 
Degree a Public Accountant, the real Outftanding 
Debt upon this Head cannot be known, until the 
Officers who have drawn Money for the Public Services, 
| ſhall. have lettled their Accounts with the Regimental 
8 Paymaſters 


COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, &c. 


ver nment. 


"Phe Demands for the 1 preceding 1796, 
amounting to J. 307,192, will, as it is conceived, be 


amount to about £.255,000; and upon this Head, 
the Claim made by the Agents amounts to J. 234,976; 
but even this, it is conceived, cannot be properly called 
an Outſtanding Demand before January 1798, being 
the earlieſt Period at which the Regimental Accounts of 
. 0G are yoqurred to be ſettled. 


ble, it has been nevertheleſs cuſtomary, for the Eaſe of 


| have been delivered into the War Office; unleſs the 
Accounts themſelves were expected to be ſo ſpeedily 
| ſettled, as to make it preferable to wait for the regular 
Period: And with regard to Regiments Abroad, dur- 


to. the Regimental Agents, notwithſtanding their Ac- 
counts were not even delivered 1 . 


. that the Proviſion made by Parliament for 


| Paymaſters and Agents, and thoſe again with Go- | 


much reduced on Liquidation. The Arrears of the 
= Officers of the Army for the Year 1796, as borne upon 
= the Eſtabliſhment of the regular Fencibles and Militia, 


' Your Committee, however, think proper to remark, 
_ that although it is only upon the Settlement of theſe 
Accounts that the Arrears of the Officers become paya- 


the Service, and very properly in the Opinion of Your 
Committee, to iſſue a Sum equal to the Arrears of all 
Subaltern Officers, if applied for by the Colonel of the 
Regiment, at any Time after the Regimental Accounts 


ing the preſent War, it has not been unuſual to order a 
: Sum, equal to the Arrears of all the Officers, to be iſſued 


1 ty 1 Branch of the Subject, Your Committee 
think it alſo their Duty to ſtate it as the preſent Opinion. 
of the War Office, of which they have had repeated 


the 
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6. Fiss Aren 


the reſpective Years to which all theſe claims of the 
| Regimental Agents belong, are ſufficient to cover all 


the Sums Claimed, of every Deſcription,” even if theſe 
Claims ſhould be finally eſtablithed to their full Extent. 


With regard to the actual Progreſs made towards the 
final Liquidation of the Regimental Accounts of the 
Army, Your Committ&e, defirous to obtain the fulleſt | 
Information on this Subject, have called for a Statement 
of the Number of Regimental Accounts of the laſt 

| hho Six Years ; diſtinguiſhing how many thereof have been 
EY ſettled, kw many not ſettled though delivered in, and 
how many are not yet delivered in. And they have 

| ſubjoined to their Report, a detailed Lift of ſuch Re- 
gimental Accounts as are not ſettled, though delivered 
in; by which it appears that of the whole Nuniber 
falling within this Deſcription, viz. 159, there are 18 

| inſpected, which have been found defective, and remain 
to be completed; 34 inſpected. and examined, and of 
which ſeveral are nearly fettled; and 107 which have 
not yet been inſpected; owing, as it is alledged, to the 
extraordinary Preſſure of Daily Buſineſs, which has 
been conſtantly increaſing in every Branch of the Ac- 
countant's Department during the whole Period of 
the Delivery of the Accounts in Queſtion. With a 
View to the ſame Object, Your Committee have an- 
nexed to their Report, a {ſpecial Statement refpe&ting 
the Regiments which have ſerved in Great Britain dur- 
ing the Whole of the.War, ſpecifying the Dates at 
which their Annual Accounts were delivered in, and 
the Periods when any of them were reſpectively ſettled, 
and ſtating alſo ſuch as now remain open and unſettled. 


— 


Upon theſe n Your Committee think it ne- 
ceſſary to obſerve, that although, with reſpect to Re- 
— Abroad, it is laid to be impoſſible for the | 

Agents | 
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' COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, Kc. 


1 Agents to make up and deliver in the Regimental Ac: 
| counts for a very conſiderable Time after the Period 


preſcribed by Law, yet the ſame Reaſon does not ſeem 
to apply to the Accounts of ſuch Regiments as have 
been conſtantly within the Kingdom. Of this Deſcrip- 


tion there are no leſs than 264 Accounts; out of which 
Number, deducting 66 Accounts belonging to the 


Year 1796, which are not required by Law to be deli- 
vered in before the 24th of June next, there remain 


198 Accounts, whereof only 14 have been delivered 


within the Period preſcribed by a poſitive Law. 


Your Committee cannot but remark, that either the 
Regulations of the Law in this Reſpect muſt be improper, 
or that the due Execution of it has been neglected. It 


the former be the real Cauſe, They would recommend 


a Reviſion of the Act itſelf, as They conceive that no 
Regulation ſhould continue to, be preſcribed. by Law 


which is found impracticable in the Execution: if the 


latter, a due Compliance with the Act ought to be 5 


enforced. 


4 G n _ — th 


I WIE 


8 2. A pisrixcr Subject of Examination has, In | 


the next Place, ſuggeſted itſelf to your Committee, as 
falling within this Part of their Inſtructions, namely, 
the Amount of any Debt or Outſtanding Demand 


which was due on the 5th DAT 1797, from the Pub- 


lic to His Majeſty's Civil Liſt. 


8 have been the Services of a public Nature, 3 
for which Advances have been made from the Civil Liſt 
within the laſt Four Vears, and large has been the 


Amount of thoſe Advances. Your Committee have 


lubjoined to their Report a detailed Account of the 
Particulars; but they have at the ſame Time to obſerve, 
© Third Report. — that 
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b THIRD REPORT: 


that nearly the whole Amount of each Year's Advance, 
has been ſucceſſively replaced out of the Supply for cach 
een Year. 


; . Sopplement Upon the 5th January 1797, ths do not appear to 

| | G. have been any ſuch Advances from the Civil Lift re- 

| | maining unprovided for, except Two Sums, not exceed- | 

ing together J. 821. 4. 6. All other Demands on 

| this Head having been included in the Sums ſtated by 

| | Your Committee in the Firſt Report, either as Out- 
ſtanding Demands, or as Part of the Eſtimates under 
the Head of Miſcellaneous Services for the current Year, 


N And Yo Committee cannot forbear to 1 
that the Mode propoſed of providing for ſuch Services 
by Vote upon previous Eſtimates, is far more expedient 
than the Jefraving of them in the Firſt Inftance out 
of the Civil Liſt, which muſt neceſſarily occaſion large 
and inconvenient Arrears upon ſome of the numerous 


Services for which the Civil Liſt 3 is perialh intended. . 


SUCH, upon the Whole, has been the Iflue of theſe 
Inquiries, into which Your Committee have entered per- 
haps more at large than their ſtrict Duty required, or 
their Inſtructions may ſeem to have authoriſed; and | 
finding that the Reſult even of ſuch an fxainination, 
has furniſhed them with ſo very few Inſtances, and thoſe 
8 -- inconſiderable an Amount, in which the official 
Statements upon this Subject (preſented by Your Com- 
mittee in their Firſt Report) were incomplete, and 
having no ſpecific Allegation or Suggeſtion before them 
of any Defects in any of the other official Statements, 


they now think proper to cloſe their Inquiries — this 
Part of their Inſtructions. 


lay 7th, 1797. 
Supplement 


ES 


COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, &e. 


Dr . * Denne * +. 7 * * > * 12 : 7 WW” 22 7. <> as = 1 7 7 7 


. 
JAE Gt * S * * * nn +. Ez r —— e . * - > + — W-—- 0 ri > » w „ G —— — + 


ABSTRACT OF THE TAXES 


IMPOSED IN 1796. 
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Horles — — — — |5th April - 1796 ich September 1796 9 — . ws Sa,688 


6. Duty on Do 5 ˙ Þs e DR LE 23,995 Hon — e 66,777 8 


4 10 per Cent. on Aﬀeſſed Taxes = | . - -| 19th May - 1796 56,350 - Ro . . 80,772 
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Dogs . — 8 Sth July - 1796 | 31ſt October 1796 629g 38 — e — 61,620 


Add One Quarters Aﬀelſment oh Dogs Es ee oe 22 TG en 8 202, 00 


4 ot, 


| Wines(Exciſe) — — — |upth April - 2796 cad July - 4706 100920 28566 /%élꝗ/% 3355 
„5 - %%%ͥͤĩ¾ ꝗ ũ ks VE Vf. 1 Deduct Charges 2 
©. Wines (Cuſtoms) =... [17th April - 1796 | 8th July : 1796 151,988 FQ; 109,100 et | 10,578 
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Tobacco, &“e. — — | 7th December 179, | 17th January - 1796 164,015 —- 9 394,973 
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f —.— 21,335 


Horſe Dealers Licences — _— | 1ſt January - 1796 | 17th February 1796] 931 | e Exciſe Duties bonded * 
oy . 8 | oy e | „„ 5 45 fo EY is here in- Scotland, 
Sees —ʃP27 — 17th April — 1796 | 15th July — 1796 9% a — — — 


n. 


Total due on Aﬀeſſment — "= 346, 308 
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Y LETTER from the Right Hon. W. Winpuan, "deat 3d 
os April 1797- 
I 


N Obedience to the Order of the Select 66 of Finance, 
dated the 28th of laſt Month, I have examined whether the Sens: 


Army Services outſtanding on the zth January 1797, are the Whole 
Sums due under the ſeveral Heads therein mentioned ; and I have the 


ſet down in the ſaid Account appears to be about Z.'26,000 ſhort of 
what was actually due on the th January laſt. The Difference ariſes 


DTS 
* 


on the Army Eſtimates of the Vear 1796. 
nade in the Weſt Indies, but of which Information had not been re- 


Account, are correct. 


Kor from the Regimental Agents, as very few of them have. yet been 
received; and I am apprehenſive that a conſiderable Time may yet 
elapſe before the Whole can be collected, and ſo far examined, as to 
xdmit of forming ſome Judgment upon their Contents, 


| War Office, 3d April 1797. 
Supplement (B. ) 


LETTER from GEORGE Ros k, Eſq. dated 4th May 2797. 
S I __— 
I HAVE the 1 to bas n a Rennen cad from 


. does not appear there were any other Debts or outſtanding Demands, 


ue and . on Trey Warrants, on the 5th of January, which 
K 2 were 


ſtated in the Account made up at the Pay Office of the Demands for 


> I — = - - —U— m 
— - E — 
— A = — 
2 — — EY _ - 


Honour to report, that, in the Article of Off- reckonings, the Sum 


from the Circumſtance of the Pay Office not having been aware of the 
Claims for the Oft-reckonings of certain Corps, which were not borne = 


The Sum of f. 317,383, ftated to be due for the Pay of Dae 554 5 
Staff Officers, &c. exceeds the actual Demand for that Service in the 
Sum of F. 38,500, being the Amount of Payments that have been 


DES FF 


— 5 1 
= ** — 
. ͤ — 


eived at the Time when the Account was made up by the Pay Office, 
As far as I am at preſent able to form a Judgment, the Sums ſlated 
o be due under the other Heads of Service contained in the ſaid 


1 have thought it right to make this Report, for the Information 5 55 
the Committee, without waiting for the Returns which have been called 


— - —_ — > + 
m —— — * . 


e War Office, reſpecting any Debt or Demand outſtanding on the 5th | 
anuary 1797, to the Apothecary General; and to acquaint you, that 
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1796, which was overlooked on making out the Firſt Account above. 
mentioned, and which makes Part of the Sum of 2. 54,400 returned | in 


a 0 liquidated Account for the Yer 1795, tor 


-were not W in the W rinted i in the Appendix to the Fir A 


Report of the Select Committee (D. 6) and (D. 1g*) except One War. 
rant for 74. 0,000, for the Apothecary General, dated December 26th 


the inclofed Account. 


* 


Treaſury Chamhers, 4th May 1797. 


Supplement TE} 


| STATEMENT of the DEBT outſtanding on the 5th of January 1797, | 
di che Apothecary General of the Army. 


which the Apothecary General has received his Ma- 2 5 


jeſty's Warrants - 54,400 
Amount of Medicines, lifiraments, and Natel GN 5 E 
livered for the Uſe of che Army, from the 1ſt of 3 
January 1796, to the th of January 1797, but which 1 
Account has not yet beer paſſed by the Phyfician and 8 c 
Surgeon General * — 5 75,600 | 8 
| Le 130, 200 | 8 
* ith On he. 24 th of March 1797, 20 Gi, of 1 ; 
F. 33,000 was received by the Apothecary Genet al, on Account of the Ne 
above Warrants. gd. 
Jon Calvert Clarke. W 
Army Elaboratory, | Io the Apothecary General =. 
Great Ryder-Street. 5 C | to the Army. = bs 
St. TR 87 April 29, 1797. C 7 ST Ld ve . 
— | b 
— + 
a 
Supplement (b.) 8 
37 
LETTER from the Right 8 W. WIxb HAM! dated 21 b 
ril 1797. | | 1 
SIB, ae . 
IN Continuation of my Report of the gd [nftant, mide. in 8 'A 
to an Order of the Select Commitee of Finance, dated the 28th ult. 


wes 


1. am pow to Rate, that the Demands brought forward by the een E 
gents 


** Append. Folio Edition, 


SUPPLEMENT (D.) Report III. 8 


W Agents, under ſome of the Heads of Service erg the Account 
rendered to the Committee by the Paymaſter General, and reviſed in 

WT this Department, exceed the Sums ſet down in that Account, as 
- WT follows: 35 ng WF 


On Off. reckonings 1 0 =; +>. 6 2a 
Recruiting %%% a © 
_ Marches, &c. - 8 — 38.312 


The Demands under the Head of Arrears, for Periods prior to the 
Ws Year 1796, amount to . 307, 192 
and for the Year 1796 to - 234,976 


nn communicating to the Committee the foregoing general Reſult of 
che Inquiries which I have made of the Agents, I cannot too earneſtly 
deſire to be underſtood, as not meaning to admit that the Sums claimed 
by them are actually due; or that, if due, the Whole, or any conſider- 
able Part thereof, will be finally an Exceſs of Charge to the Public, 
beyond the Proviſion made for the reſpective Regiments in the Annual 
Eſtimates voted by Parliament. Upon theſe Points, a Concluſion can 
| only be drawn after the uſual minute Examination which the Regi- 
mental Accounts of each particular Year are to undergo in my Office. 
{ Conceiving, however, that it may not be improper for me to offer 
W {ome_Information to the Committee on the Nature of the Demands, 
even in their preſent State, I am to obſerve, that, upon the Article of 
= Off-reckonings, the Exceſs of the Statement by the Agents beyond that 
A *. the Paymaſter General, ariſes principally Sor the Reduction of a 
Number of Regiments in 1795, whofe Aſſignment of Off-reckonings 
of ; 22 : a . 
he! extended to various Periods in 1796: The Deficiency created in their 
Cloathing Fund by this premature Termination of Eſtabliſhment re- 
mains to be made good; and it is probable that the greater Part of the 
1 Agents Claims under this Head of Service will be found admſſible 
u whenever they ſhall be regularly ſtated and vouched, _ : 
Upon the Articles of Recruiting, Marches, Contingencies and Neceſ- 
ſaries, the Pay Office could only take the Sums lireFed by this Office, 
but not iſſued; The Agents, it is probable, have included in their State- 
ment all the Sums which they had at various Times eſtimated - 
and demanded as due, but which have not been ordered by the War 
Office, the Demands not being ſupported at thoſe Times by ſufficient 
Authority, It is not intended to ſay, that the Agents may not have 
been called upon by the Regimental Paymaſters aa Officers employed 
in the Recruiting and other Services, for Advances to the full Amount 
ſtated by ops bat that the actual Expenditure will be found upon the 
Whole conſiderably ſhort of the Drafts; and that, as the Arm 
was voted on a very high Eſtabliſhment for the Years 1795 and 1796. 


it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that, on a final Settlement, the Savings 


tained in Mr. 


the Secretary at War — A. The P 55 Office cannot iſſue 7 5 
e 


4 >SvryLeexr (D.) Repon HI. 


in thoſe may nearly, if not fully balance the extra Expenditure under . 
the Heads of Service now in Queſtion. | 


With reſpett to Arrears, it is to be obſerved, that almoſt every Indi. 
vidual Officer actually employed i 1s in ſome Degree a Public Account. 


ant; when they have ſettled their Accounts of Money drawn by | : 
| them for Public Services with the Regimental Paymaſters and Agents, 


and thefe again with Government, then, and not until then, will the 


xcal outſtanding Debt for Arrears appear he Demand of the Agents 


on. this Head is ſwelled hy the Introduction of a Charge for the Arrears 
of 1796, amounting to J 234,976, which it is conceived cannot be 


called an outſtanding Debt before January 1798, the earlieſt Period at 
which the Regimental Accounts of 1796 are required by Law to be 


fettled, and on which Settlement the Arrears of the Officers became 
payable. The Demand for the preceding Years, of £307,192, will 
probably be much reduced on Liquidation : and whatever may be the 


Sums finally admitted to be due under this Head, they are compre- 


hended i in the Proviſion made nes Parhament 1 in the * Vears. 


5 War r Office 21 . 1797 | 


— — — — — 
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Extra of the EXAMINATION of Marruzw L wis, Efquire, 


Under Secretary at War; taken the 25th Day of 885 1797+ 
Mr. Lew1s' $ Letter, of 2gth March, read. 


Mr, Windham” 8 Letters, of 3d and 21ſt April 1797, OT os 


| Oueſhtion. What Progreſ has been made | in preparing a Report upon 


the Accounts mentioned in the Letrer, dated 29th March 1797 


Anſwer. No further Report is to be expected from the War Office, in 

Anſwer to the Inquiries made by the Committee, rats what is con- 
Windham's Two Letters. 

O. Does the Pay Office advance any Money to the Agents of 

different Regiments, without 1 a Warrant, or Letter 9 by 

ney to 

e Trealhry 


the Regimental Agents, except under Authority either of 


or War Office. I believe that the Treaſury do fometimes order 


Money to be iſſued to the Agents, but not often. 

. Are not the Agents obliged, at a particular Period of the Vir: 
to Temit their Accounts to the War Office ?—A4. The Pay Office Act 
requires that they ſhould do ſo, but, from a Variety of Circumſtances, 


they do not, in ſcarcely any luſtance, 2 in the . e eee 4 


within the Time anc 
0. Did 


wal + r . 


nent bm... 


n 


a 


W Period preſcribed . the Act. 
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0. Did the War Office ever remonſtrate with the Agents for not 


W having comphed with the AQ ?—A. The War Office has occaſionally 
W inquired for particular Accounts, but in general there are in the War 
Ss Office ſo many Accounts already delivered in, and not ſettled, that it 
has appeared unneceſſary to _ 

has been known to the War Office, with reſpect to Regiments abroad, 
it is actually impoſſible for the Agents to deliver in the Regimental 


s the Agents to ſend in more; and it 


Account, properly made up, for a very conſiderable Time after the 


0. Is there any Delay in ſettling the Accounts of Agents for Regi- 


ments ſerving in Great Britain, owing to the Omiſſion of the Agents 
not bringing in their Accounts, or to any other Cauſes arifing in the 
| War Office after ſuch Accounts are brought in -A. The Agents have 


not delivered in the Accounts of Regiments ſerving in Great Britain, 
in many Inſtances, for a conſiderable Period after the Time for deli- 


vering them in according to Law, The Nature of tranſacting the 
Buſineſs of the Army under that Act, occupies the Time both of the 


Agents and of the War Office, eſpecially in Time of War, in execu- 


© ting the Current Services, that it may be conceived the Agents are 
not able to make up the whole Accounts of the Years that are pafled, 
nor the War Office immediately to go through thoſe Accounts, after 


they are delivered in, 


Q. Of the Regimental Accounts from the Year 1791 to 1796, both 
incluſive, how many have been delivered in, how many ſettled, and 


how many not delivered in? 
„ 5 5 In the Office, Not 


Settled. not ſettled. delivered LON Total. 
ES - og We JR 6 69 

FF »˙—iUUYUUnUwwmw. on ey” OFT 8 
FE ee 46 41... - ä 

8 Barn 34 49 - #80 313 
JJV 988 
1796 — — „ -» $90; 290 

8 248 | 1539 -- . 


49. Have the Agents delivered in Accounts, with a Reſervation of | 
thole 


Articles where the Account cannot be perfected or compleated, 
from that Part of the Service being performed Abroad ?—4. They 


have not, nor would ſuch an Account be accepted at the War Office: 


but in the Courſe of the Year, upon every Demand for a freſh Iſſue 
of Money, they deliver in a State of what they have already received 


under the particular Head of Service for which the freſh Iſſue is de- 
manded, and how the Money already iſſued on that Account has been 


expended, and what the Balance is, for or againſt them, under that 
Head of Service, 7 


0. Are 


N 1 
1 
1 
ö 
1 


Payment of Arrears due to Officers before the Regimental Accounts 
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0. Are there any exiſting Funds ſufficient to defray the Sum that 
may prove to be due to the Agent, and which are contained in the 
Statement of Mr. Windham's Letter of the 21ſt April ?=4. There 
may be an Exceſs under ſome of the Heads beyond the Parliamentary 
Proviſion under that particular Head: but it is the preſent Opinion of 
the War Office, that if whatever Sums have been taken from thoſe 
voted upon the Eftimates\of yhe Army, and applied to Services not 
provided for, be re-pla om the Vote for the Extraordinaries of the 
Army, the Parliament roviſion for the reſpective Vears will, upon 
the Whole, be adequate to all the Demands ſtated in the Secretary at 
War's Letter of the 2 iſt April, even admitting the Agents Statements 
In their foll Exeat on: 6 

D. Is it the Cuſtom at the War Office to iſſue any Money for the 


ok the Year, in which they accrue, are ſettled? A. The Accounts 
being delivered in, a Sum, equal to the Arrears of the Subaltern 
Officers, has frequently been ordered upon the Application of the 
Colonel, although the Accounts were not, finally ſettled: where the 
Accounts have not been delivered in, the Application is refuſed, 
unleſs under very ſpecial Circumſtances ; with regard to Regiments 
Abroad, during the preſent War, it has not been unuſual to order the | 
| Arrears of all the Officers to be iſſued, notwithſtanding their Accounts 
were not dehvenedan; 7 in 88 . 
Q. In Caſes where the Regimental Accounts are delivered in, is 
this Iſſue of the Arrears due to the Subaltern Officers made of Courſe 
on the Application of the Colonel, or only under particular Circum- 
ances ?—A. As far as I am informed, it is not conſidered quite as a 
Matter of Courſe. But Mr. Taylor, the Examiner of Accounts, is 
the proper. Officer to anſwer this Queſtion, as he takes the Directions 
of the Secretary at War upon this particular Subject. „ 
L. Is the Amount of any Money due to the Apothecary General 
included under any Head of Account furniſhed to this „ 
from the Pay Office; or does it make Part of any of the Sums of 
which an Account has been given to this Committee from the War 
Office? A. It certainly makes no Part of the Account from the War 
Office, nor do I believe it is comprehended in that of the Pay Office. 
V2. Before the Eſtabliſnment of the Office of Barrack Maſter, was © 
not the Buſineſs of that Department conducted by the War Office) — 
A. Partly; but the greater Part by the Ordnance. 5 


* EXAMINATION 


EXAMINATION of 7 4c ROBERT TAYLoR, „ Eſq Examiner, = 
of Army Accounts; taken the 26th Day of April, 1797. 1 „„ 


Queſtion. WHAT is the Nature of thoſe particular Circumſtances 
which entitle the Colonel to have Money iſſued for the Arrears due to 
Subalterns, upon the Delivery of the Regimental Accounts of the 1 
Year in which thoſe Arrears accrue ?— Anſwer, 1 conceive it to be 
entirely at the Diſcretion of the Secretary at War, whether any Money |} 

' ſhall be iſſued on Account of Arrears due to Subalterns ; and no 9 
nel 1 is entitled to have fuch Arrears until the Accounts are ſettled. 

Under what particular Circumſtances are ſuch Arrears ever 
refuſed?—A. I don't know that I recollect any abſolute Refuſal of 
ſuch an Iſſue; if the Accounts are in ſuch a State that they may be 

ſpeedily ſettled, it is probable that the Secretary at War might ac- 

_ quaint the Colonel that he did not imagine an Iſſue out of the regular 
Courſe to be neceſſary. I have been Thirteen or Fourteen Vears in 
this Department, as Principal ſince 1782 and it is neceflarily inci- 
dent to my Employment, to know whether ſuch Arrears have been 
granted or refuſed. If any Circumſtances appear that may render it 

. likely for the Settlement of the Regimental Accounts to be delayed 
for any conſiderable Time, it is cuſtomary to direct a Sam, equal 10 
the Arrears due to Subalterns, to be iſſued to the Agents. 
DO. What are the Reaſons which make a Diſtinckion neceſſary be- 

tween the Caſe of Arrears due to Subalterns, and thoſe due to Field 

Officers and Captains ?—A. The Situation of the Subaltergs, which 

makes their Arrears of greater Conſequence to them, may be conſi- Y 
dered as one Reaſon; but the principal Reaſon is, that the Field 
Officers, and Captains are all of them conſidered as Public Accountants, 
and generally reſponſible on the Accounts of the Regiment, 

. Why do the Arrears due to many Subalterns remain unpaid for 
ſeveral Years back ?—A. If any ſuch have been due for ſeveral Years 
back, I conceive it owing in general to the Want of an W e 
from the Colonel for that Purpoſe. 2 

D. If any Miſtake ſhould appear in the N ec ge delivered 
in by the Agents, and are returned to be corrected, are the Charges 
which the War Office object to always ſtated to the Agents ?—A. It 
ſeldom happens that Accounts are returned to the Agents for Correc- 

Wn but when they are, the Objeftions are 8 ſtated. 
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EXTRACT of iis Examination of WIL IIA . Eſquire, 
Clerk of the Eſtimates in the War Office; taken April 26, 1797. 


DELIVERS in a Paper, intituled, « Arrears of Officers, as borke 
© on the Eſtabliſhment of the Army, for oe. Year 1 790; which Was 
read; and is as follows: . 


The Arrears of the Officers of the Army, for the Year 1796, 5, 
as borne upon the Eſtabliſhments of the Regulars, Fencibles, 


510 and Militia, amount to about { 255,000,” 


Does it ever appear to the War Office, in ſettling the Agent $ 
GRE that they have advanced Money on account of Government, 


to defray the neceſſary Charges to the Corps for which they a& . 


A. I ſhould think, in many Inſtances, that muſt be the Caſe ; but as 


1 have no Knowledge of the Seitlement ok the Regimental Accounts, | 


I cannot ſpeak poſitively to the Fact. It is not in my Department. 
O. To what Time has the Staff been paid ; and can you inform the 


Committee what is due on that Account "Bip Warrants have been 


granted for the Pay of the Staffat Home, up to the 24th of June 1796 ; 
hut I believe they have not been paid bey ond June 1795 : The uſual 


Certificate, granted by the War Office, has been tranſmitted to the 
Paymaſter General up to the 24th Dec ember 1796; but Te Deben- 


ture has not been returned trom 155 Pay Ollice. 


. Are there any exiſting Funds fue to defray ihe. Sum chat 
may prove to be due to the Agents, and which are contained in the 


Statement of Mr. Windham's Letter of the 2 1ſt April ? 
(Mr, Lewis's Anſwer of Veſlerday, to the Es Queſtion, read) 


A. It is my particular Department to prepare the Eſlimates for the 


MD Services of the Army, and I do not fee any Reaſon to ſup- 
pofe that an ample Proviſion 520 not been made for ſuch Services 
during the preſent War, even aſſuming, for the preſent, that the 
whole Demands of the Agents. ſtated in Mr, Windham' $ Letters, 
thould ultimately appear to be due to them. 


. Has the War Office Cognizance of any other Hein out- 


Randing on the th January 1797, for Army Services, not comprized 


under the Heads enumerated in the Paymaſter General's Account 


azhove- mentioned? -A. There muſt, I conceive, be a conſiderable 
Number of Warrants, granted by the War Office for the Extraor- 


dinary Services of the Army, lying at the Treaſury or Pay Office un- 


ſatisfied—it is not in the Power of the War Office to ſpeak as to the 
particular Services, the Warrants for which are still unpaid, 


Q Is che Apothecary General's Account included in any Account 
delivered from the War Office — . It is not; the M icines are or- 


98 50 by the War Office, and, I conceive, are to be paid/by the Treaſury. 
35 you know of any other Orders, given by the War Hunte. 
wer the Ts Circumſtances fd. I do not. 


An 
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An ACCOUNT of all SUMS advanced for the Public Service 
from the Civil Liſt, not being Parts of its ordinary Expenditure, 
from the 3th January 159g, to the gth January 1797 ; ſtating what 
Part had not been replaced by Parliament on the gt January 1797. 


To make good the like Sum iſſued out of the Civil 
Liſt Revenues to James Marquis of Saliſbury, Lord 


an Addreſs of the Houſe of Lords of the 2gth of 
December 1792, for rendering the Houſe of Peers 
more commodious, by warming and ventilating the 
—_ oc Wn a i nm Ts. 
Ds to ſundry Perſons on Account of the ſuffering 
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Do to Sir William Chambers, on Account of a 
Works done at the Fleet Prifon "> 3.376 8 Q 
De to De, on Account of Works at Somerſet _ 1 0 
Place, and for Fixtures at the Signet and Privy Seal 

Offices, and at the Offices of the Duchies of Lan. 
JJJJJJJTVVVWWVVJVVùEW“7 0408-009 
Do to Joſeph White, Eſq ; to pay the Sums aſſeſſed © | 
on the Salaries of the Commiſſioners for auditing the 
Public Accompts, and their Officers, for the Land 
Tax 1790: and to John Wiggleſworth, Eſq ; to pay 
Arrears to ſundry Perſons from the ſaid Office to the 
a in ors A LO 
Do to William Chinnery, Eſq ; for the Diſcharge _ 
of Debts contracted by Mr, Tully, late Agent and 
"Conſul General at Tripolt Poet on oo. 
Ds to John Marſh and John Spranger, Eſqrs. as a 
Compenſation for their Trouble in enquiring into and 
reporting upon the Caſes of Perſons who ſuſtained 
_ Loſſes on evacuating the Muſquito Shore, in conſe. _ 

quence of the Convention entered into by His Ma. 
jeſty with the King of Spain, in the Year 17866 1,084 13 © 
To make good the like Sum iſſued out of the Civil 

Liſt Revenues to Patrick Rooney Nugent, Eſq ; Acting 
Surveyor Generalof Landsat Cape Breton, on Account 


"LS 
nes JH 


of Surveys and other Services - 669 9g 12 
Do for the Biſhop of Quebec, for Expences in 
_ proceeding to his See; to Alexander Daviſon, Eſq; 
to reimburſe Expences in purchaſing Stationary for the 
Surveyor Generals and Printing Offices in Upper 
Cana, to John Reeves, Eſq ; for Expences in the — REL 
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Chamberlain of His Majeſty's Houſhold, purſuant to T7 Ay As I 


Refugee Clergy and Laity of France - - 27,692 4 61 


| Borne forward £46,469 12 5 
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the Relief of American Civil Officers, 
who have ſuffered on Account of their Attachment 0 
to His Majeſty's Government. 


De tor the Expences of 8 Proviſions, 
6th ew South Wales, | 
and of the Amount of Bills drawn, and of other 


* 


SUPPLEMENT (F.) APR Hi. 


. 
"Brought Gals - 46,469 


AdikiulBdiion- jo Juſtice in Newfoundland ; to 


William Chinnery, Eſq; to diſcharge Sums due to 
the Attorney General of Nova Scotia, for Grants of 
Lands to the Royaliſts; and to the Repreſentatives 
of Philip Yonge, Eſq ; for his n late Surveyor 
of Lands in Georgia £ : 
Do to William Pollock, Eſq ; -. a8 the Balance due 
to him on Account of the Commiſſioners appointed 
for enquiring into the Laws, &c. for the Ille of 
Jerley . - _ 
: DN to William Chinnery, Eſq; to reimburſe to 
Samuel Starbuck, Junr. who carried on the Whale 
Fiſhery n Nova Seotis, and who arrived at Milford 
Haven, for the Loſs in Conſequence of the Sale of 
his Property, and for his F - 


D® to Thomas Cotton, Elq; for Ali wances for 


Do for His Majeſty's Services . Yotveten 


the 5th of N 1793 and the Sth of , 


1794 : 
De in purſuance of Aidreſſes of the Houſe of 


Commons 5 - ; 
Do to the late S appolited to enquire 
into the State and Condition of Woods, 


Officers 5 * DEE Z 


Da for the Expences incurred in carrying on the 


Proſecution againſt Warren Haſtings, Elqg. . 
and 
her Articles to the Settlement in 


Expences incurred on e 'of the N at 


that Settlement 


Do to Duncan Campbell. Eſa; ; For thi Expence of 
confining, maintaining, and l Convicts on 
the River Thames 


D to James Bradley, Eſq. for tlie Expeiices of 


maintaining and guarding Convitts i in Langſton and 


| guar e eee ee 5 


"Borne forward = 


and others, | 


Foreſts, and 
Land Revenues belonging to the Crown, and their 


£187,048 12 


. 2 | 


. 

12 5 

1,504 IO 6 
537 12 6 
248 18 0 
19,500 O 0 
14,585 10 6 

+ 40,019 1 7 
2,043 0 0 
10,749 3 8 
19,820 8 10 
11,393 '4 8 
- 13,576 17 8! 
4 
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of His 


s. d. 


. 
Brought forward 187,048 3 1* 41 


| To make ou to ſundry Perſons, Money iſſued out 
ajeſty's Civil Lift Revenues, between the 


14th Day of February 1794, and 25 5th of April 


following : 1 
Thomas Cotton, Eſq - Ao 
Bill drawn by Seabouſe Wilſon” ſq; 


for re- building the Pier, &c at 


Douglas Harbour, in the Iſle of Man > 040" 5 6 


Ditto for Ditto . 249 | 


William Chinnery, Eſq; to pay a 


Bil drawn by Commiſſary Palmer, 


for Proviſions for the Settlement of . 
New South Wales 3.117 
De to pay Bills draun by Arthur = 


Phillips, &c. &c. „ 273 


D® todiſcharge Gene granted 


by Mr. Bulkeley, ſor tranſporting 
Blacks from Nova Scotia to Sierra | 
n 521 


John Wilmot, e- ah for hb ſuffer. 


ing Clergy and Laity of France, &c. 9g,z28 


To William Chinnery, Eſq; for 


Cloathing put on board the Surprize 


Tranſport, for Convicts on their Paſ- 


5 lage to New South Wales 214 


To Alexander Daviſon, Eſq; for 
Cloathin &c. ſent to ditto . = 4521 
To William Pollock, Eg; for © 


Expences of paſſing a Commiſfion 


under the Great Seal, appointing 
Commiſſioners at Toulon, for a Pa- 


tent creating a Court of Criminal 


. in Newfoundland; for 


„ * „„ 


-0 6 
8 6 
1 4 
3 4 
* 

2 97 
15 8 


| Made good out of the Supply for theYear 1794 


To replace to the Civil Lift the 
like Sum iſſued in purſuance of Ad- /. 


0 dreſſes of the Houſe of Commons 47,649 


e 27 . 


- L. 202,996 2 of 


. id, 


1 5 5 


Bone forward / 47.519 


2 


1 5—2 02,326 2 1 
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98 ) 
1 Brought forward - 47,049 1 5-202, 26 2 0 
To replace to the Civil Liſt the a | 
like Sum iſſued in Conſequence of 
the Expences incurred in carrying on 
the Proſecution againſt Warren Haſ. 
tin 8, Eſq: . | „ 
Ho iſſued for the Expence of ſun. 
dry Articles ſent to New South _ 
Wales, of the Amount of Bills 
drawn, and of other Expences in- 
curred on Account of the Convicts 
at that Settlement RS 
Doe iſſued to Duncan Campbell, 
Eſq; for confining, maintaining, and 
employing Convitts on the River COTE Eo 
— 12,403 19 8 
Do iſſued to James Bradley, for I 
maintaining, and guarding Convitts 
m Langſton and Portſmouth Ha. 
J Hoes Eo I5440 5: 115 
Do iſſued to Thomas Cotton, Eſg; _ | 
for defraying the Expences of Al- 
lowances for the Relief of American 
Civil Officers, and others, who have 
ll ſuffered on Account of their Attac. OY 
| ment to His Majeſty's Goverment . 24,500 o © _ 
Ds iſſued to William Chinnery, F 
Eſq; to be by him paid over to cer- 
tain French Proprietors of the Iſland 
of St, Domingo, to enable them to _ 
go there — 15059 14 ©. 
Do iſſued to John Wilmot, Eq; gn 
Robert Banks Jenkinſon, Eſq; Sir 
William Pepperell, Bart, and Philip 
Metcalfe, Eſq: Members. of the ” 
Committee for the Relief of the 
French Clergy and Laity © 98,410 o © 


"eh 


4,794 6 6 * 


6.938 8 4 


De iſſued to William Chinnery, 
Eſq; to enable him to diſcharge 
_ Elaims for Fees on Eſcheats and 
Forfeitures in the Province of Nova . 
Scotia, and for other Services 468 16 1 


5 6 
22 e—___——s — 


Borne forward on £ 210,744 5 114==202,326 2 of 


—_—— —_— 0 4 
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Brought forward - 210 
To replace to the Civil Liſt the 


like Sum iſſued to William Pollock 
and William Huſkiſſon, Eſqrs. for 


an Allowance to a Super-intendant, 


appointed to attend the Buſineſs ari- 
{ing out of an Act of the laſt Seſſion 
of Parliament, intituled, An Act 
fareſtabliſhing Regulations reſpecting 
Aliens arriving in this kingdom, or 
reſident therein, in certain Caſes,” 
from the 10th of January 179g to 
the the 11th of July 1794, and for 


the Expence of Printing in conſe- 


_ quence of the above-mentioned Att, 


| from the gth of January 1793 to the | 


20th of April following = 
Ds iſſued to Thomas a Eſq. 


as an Allowance to himſelf and 


Thomas Brodie, Gent. for continuing 
and perfecting the Index to the 
Journals of the Houſe of Lords 
Ds iſſued to the Repreſentatives 


of William Blackburn, Eſq; as a 


5-46 6 


Compenſation for his Trouble in 


making Deſigns for the Penitentiary 


| Houſes intended to have been built 
at the Public Expenee, and for a 


Variety of other Buſineſs done rela- 


tive thereto; and toJeremy Bentham, 
Eſq; to enable him to make Prepa- 
_ rations for the Cuſtody and Care of 


the Convitts propoſed to be con- 
fined in the bor vrgrs wt Houſes »< 


Do iſſued for His Majeſty's Service 


Abroad, between the a Day - of | 


January 1794 and 5th January 1795 
De iſſued to James Willis, Eſq ; 
to be applied with a View to the 
forming an Eſtabliſhment in Africa, 


24,335 18 0 


for the Purpoſe of opening a Com- 


mercial Intercourſe with the interior 
Parts of that Continent = 


Borne forward * £243,932 1 71 — 202,326 2 04 


4.069 2 © 


1 £5 


d. 


744 5 111-202, 326 2 01 
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. J d. To . 5. 4. 
Brought forward - 243,932 1 71202, 926 2 oz 
Fo replace to the Civil Liſt the 
tike Sum iſſued to John Wilmot, 
Eſq ; et. al. from the 1gth of Febru- 
ary 1795, for the Support, Cloathing, 
Maintenance, &c. of the ſuffering - 
. Clergy and Laity of France, &c. 37.50 o oO 


n 


Made good out of the Supply for the he Year 7 . nf 1,432 1 74. 


To make good: the like Sum which 
has been iſſued out of His Majeſty's 
Civil Liſt Revenues for His Majeſty's. 
Service Abroad, between the 5th of 

5 nary 1795 and the 5th of April ER 5 
1 ; — 4 10 . 
7D to John Wilmot, Eſq ; Ro- OY 95 0 
bert Banks Jenkinſon, Es. a ; Sir 
William Pepperell, Bart. and Philip 
- Metcalf, Eſq; Members of the 
Committee for the Relief of the ſuf- 
fering Refugee Sen and Laity of . 
France _-. - 129,90 & Q 
; De to Thomas 5 Eſq ; for 
defraying the Expence of Allowances 
for the Relief of American Civil 
Officers and others who have ſuffered 
on Account of their Attachment to „ Care Fa 
His Majeſty's Government - 28,500 D: a: 
D to John Vernon, Eſq; Sol. 
eitor to the Mint, towards Lane ing 
the Expences incurred for Profs ecu- 
tions relative to the Coin of this 
Kingdom, during the Years 17982, 
2793, and 1794 - 
Da to Edward Blackſtock, Eſq; 
and Meſſrs. Eyre and Strahan, for 
. * preparing the Preſs and printing the 
g2dandggd Volumes of the Journals 
of the Houſe of Peers for the 
Years 1768, 1769, 1770, 1771 _ be 
| 1772, ans 1773 fe... =» 088: 1s 5 


27966 4 6 


Bere forward - £ 396,160 3 5705 5 37 Fi 


— 
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3 4 | > 5. d. F. 4. 
| | Brought forward - 996,160 19 — 483,758 272 
To make good the like Sum, which | | chant 

has been 700 out of His Majeſty's 

Civil Liſt Revenues, to Richard 

Whalley Bridgeman, Clerk to the 

Grocer's Company, for making up 

and publiſhing in the London Ga- 

zette, Weekly Returns of the Ave. 

rage Price of Brown or Muſcovada ' - 

Sugar, purſuant to the Acts of the  _ . 

32d Year of His preſent Majeſty - 1,334 7 © 

to George Whittam and others, 1 

for Attendance on the Committee for 

making the Approach to both Houſes 

of Parliament more commodious, 5 
une ather erviees 384 7 

Ds to Samuel Gunnell, for his Yep Bu 

Attendance upon the Committee ap- 


pointed to enquire into the Frauds 1 
and Abuſes in Relation to the Frank- 55 2 
ing of Letters in the Public Offices 51 5 o © | 

DY by His Majeſty's - Orders, oo 
purſuant to Addrefſes of the Houle —_ N 
of Commons 0 — = 29,921 12 6 


Do to Duncan Peer we Eſq ; 
for the Expences of confining, main- 
= taining, and employing Convitts on 


T 


Cone — os ——_— — - © "2-2 a 


the River Thames - 8,685 11 4 

De to James Bradley, for the Ex- e 

pences of maintaining and 8 

Convicts in Langſtone and Port- 0 

%%% V% 
De to William Chinnery and Wm. SD 

Pollock, Eſqrs. for Expences on 


ES AS” 6 


— 
— - 


— 


3 — ——— 
22 * — — — 
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= - . — > wth, ew” — a > 
"= Ss — 2 — > 


Account of the Settlement of New ö | F 
South Wales - = ©. = 15,086" 7 10h 

De for the Expences incurred in IM 1 
carrying on the 5 | 


roſecution againſt _ | 
Warren Haſtings, Eſq. | - 54000 0 © : 
Do to George Roſe and Charles 
Alexander Craig, Efqrs. for the 

Purchaſe of the Parliament Office, 5 
and for Contingent Expences thereof 2,741 16 o 


. 


„— av___ > ns... 4 


628 Borne TY £471:439 9 11 4— 483.758 3 7 


16 


/ ; 


. To make good the like 
which has been iſſued out of His 


Majeſty's Civil Lift Revenues, to 


William Pollock, William Wick- 
ham, and 'Thomas Carter, Eſqrs. for 


Expences and Allowances in the Su- 


perintendance of the Alien Act 


Do John Mayor, Eſq. for Stati- 

onary ſhipped by him for Upper Ca- 

nada, according to the Directions of 
the Commiſſioners of the 'Eroafury | 


W F 


Brought foreard. - - 471,439. 9 111— 453,756 3 71 


Sum. f 


Report III. 
Fa $, | d. 7. £ 


"2,238, 14 453. 


306 10 of | 


Made good, out of the Supply for the Year I 1796 | 


5 To make good the like Sum iſſued 
_ out of the Civil Liſt Revenues to 
Thomas Cotton, Eſq. for defraying 


the Expences of Allowances for the -- 


Relief of American Civil Officers 2 


who have ſuffered on Account of 
their Attachment to His MEE: 
Government 5 
for - His Majeſty's Service. 
Abroad, between the 3th Day of 
April 1796, and the 10th 179M of 
October 4796 "SI. 
Ditto, tor the ſufferin g Clergy and 
| Laity of France = 

De to James Wyatt, Eſq. Sur- 
veyor of the Works, tor Fixtures at 
the Houſe of the Speaker of the 


| Houſe of Commons 3 


De to Thomas Evance, Eſq; and 


Thomas Brodie, Gent. for continu- 


ing and rfecti the Index to the 
Jene of the I 
De to Duncan Campbell, Eſq; 
| for the Expence of us Ag main- 
taining, and employing Convicts on 
the River Thames - 


- 11,500 O 0 


3 71,431 


- 140, o o o 


ouſe of Lords 


478979 45 


/ 


5 111 


681 16 „ - 
869 19 ©. 
9.186 | 2 4 


— 


” 
. 
n 
ON; 
a 
4 


. Bas forward - £ 239.759 2 61— 95 95777 7 0 


$ 4 = es? WI * * 7 
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j CO 

bh Brought br -, 233,759 3 bz 9575737 * OF 
To make good the like Sum 
iſſued out of the Civil Liſt Revenues 


W to James Bradley, Eſq. for the Ex- 


pence of maintaining and arding 
Convicts in Langſtone an Portſ- 


mouth Harbours -< 13,492 2 11 


17.33 


3 
Os 


the Houle of Commons = 28.2 62 „ 


Do in purſuance of Addreſſes of 


—— Ä 


Made good out of the en for the Yeur 1797, "gg | 275,514 7 112 5 


Sums which lied not been replaced by Parlia- 
"ment on the 5th January 1797. 


To John Wilmot, Efq. et al. for 
the Support of the IMA Ay + 
and Laity = = 0 15 0 Dd 
To Thomas Cotton, "Eſq. for 18 
American Sufferers 500 o 0. 
To George Roſe, Eſq. for the | 
Rent of a Houſe for the Parliament — | 
Once 4360 15. 6 
10 b Wyatt, Eſg. "a the Pape: . . 
chaſe of a Houſe in Scotland Yard N 


- for an Office for the Officers of his 


Mae Works — — 128 50 9 o 


F or His Majeſty” 8 Secret Service, viz. 


3 


By Lord Grenville „4.857 16 0 
5 Hen. * . N 16 O 


— 44 ga RWS 

FE OL EP mien 
Treafury Chambers, e — — 

April 10, 1797 . L. 1,264,401 11 6 
| W 
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| LETTER: fred GEORGE Rosz, Eſq, dated 1ſt May 1797, 


8 IN 5 
* IN Return to the Second Order 9 the Selett Committee on 
Finance, &c. of the 26th Inſtant, I am commanded by the Lords 

Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Treaſury to acquaint you, 
That the Sum of . 15,500, iſſued to John Wilmot, Eq. for the 
Suppart of the French Clergy and Laity, is included in the Sum of 
| £. 31,000, ſtated in the © Account of the e Demands at the 

8 « Treaſury on the 5th of January 1797. 

Tat the Sum of. Z zoo, iſſued to Thomas Cotton, Eſq. tal Ame. 
ri +» Sufferers, is included in the Sum of 46, 120, in the * Eſtimate 
* of the expected Amount of Public Expences, under the Head of 
„ Miſcellaneous Services, for oy Year EA the 5th January 1798.” 
That the Sum of Z 260 15. 6. iſſued to George Roſe, Efq. for 
Two Years Rent of a Houſe q the Parliament Office, previous to 
the Completion of the Purchaſe thereof, is intended to be ſubmitted 5 
to Parliament for Repayment:— And, 1 
That the Sum of / 560. g. iſſued to John Wyatt, Eſq. for che Pur- 
| Chaſe of a Houſe in Scotland Yard, for an Office for the Officers of | 
His Majeſty's Works, is alſo intended to be ſubmined to Parliament 
for Repayment. = 
With reſpect to the 85 of 2 14,998. 12. iſſued to His Majeſty's - 
Principal Secretaries of State, I am further to acquaint you, that in the 
Eſtimate of the Civil Liſt delivered to Parliament in 1786, purſuant to 
the Att ot the 22d Year of His preſent Majeſty, the Sum 1 L. 25,000 
is ſtated as the probable Annual Demand for Foreign Secret Service; 
and it has been the Practice in this War to propoſe to Parliament to 
make good to the Civil Lift the Sums exceeding the {aid Eſtimate for 
that Service. 

In the Half Year ending the 10th Day of Oftober 1796. the De- 
ducdtion of f 12,500 yas omitted to be made from the Sum iſſued for 
that Service; but in the Quarter ended the 5th January 1797. 
18,750 being the Proportion of Three Quarters 90 the ſaid eſtimated 
Sum of £25,000) was deducted from the Sum of 4 20,095 19 3 
iſſued in that Quarter, which left an Exceſs of 4 1,345 19 3 to be 
provided for, as ſtated in the Account of the outſtanding L'emands 
t the Treaſury on the 5th January 1797, conſiſtently with which 
; Practice, it will not be neceſſary to propoſe to Parliament to 
the Sums of J. 4,857 16 and £.9,470 16 ſtated in the Account, = 
the 10th of April (which is herewith returned) in order to make the 
ſame good to His Majeſty” s Civil Liſt; 


reaſury Chambers, 
whe 1ſt May 1797+ 5 


' FOURTH R EPORT. 
| | COLLECTION OF THE PUBLIC REVENUE. 


5 0 vs ST wo M I, 


— —— * 


1 Ordered to be 1 gth J uly 1797. * 


7OUR Canumittee; in their Three preceding Reports, 
have endeavoured to diſcharge the Duty impoſed 
1 1 0 them by the Houſe, with regard to all the ſeveral 
Matters referred to their Examination, except thoſe | 


1 "mn are contained in the concluding Inſtruction. | 


of the Public Expenditure, and how far the ſame have 
been found effectual; what Increaſe or Diminution has 


4 the Attention due to its preſent and future Importance. 
It 


This laſt Head of Inquiry comprehends, inder d. 18 
leſs a Compaſs than an Examination of what Regulations 
and Checks have been applied to controul all the Branches 


taken place in the ene and Emoluments of all Public 


Offices ſince the Year 1782 ; and what further Meaſures 


can be adopted, either for reducing the Public Expen- 
diture, or for diminiſhing the total Amount of official 
Salaries and Emoluments, without Detriment to the 
a Services. | 


In proceeding to 3 this Inſtruction, your com- 
mittee were ſtrongly impreſſed with its comprehenſive 


Extent and peculiar Difficulties; and it was evident, 


that they could not expect, in the ordinary Courſe of 


their own Parliamentary Continuance as a Committee, 
to complete ſuch a Reſearch in all its Branches, with 


» 


——ů — — — — 


— 
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It became neceſſary therefore to begin, by sI RT, 
out of the various -Objects before them, ſuch of the 
more important Departments as they could, hope to in- 
veſtigate with the greateſt Diſpatch and Effect: And as 
Parliament itſelf had formerly appointed Two ſucceſſive 


Commiſſions, abqut the ſame Period of Time from 
which theſe Inquiries were to commence, for the Pur- 
poſe of inveſtigating Public Accounts and Offices, 
Your Committee conceived, that they could not, upon 
the Whole, diſcharge their Duty more ſatisfactorily, We 
than by purſuing, on the preſent Occaſion, fo far as - 


their own Continuance might enable them, a Courfe 
fimilar to that which was then adopted. In taking this 
Line, they found themſelves aſſiſted, as to their Selec- 
tion of Objects, by the Judgment 

which had ſpecifically directed the 
Commiſſioners to particular Branches and Offices of the 


Public Expenditure; and thoſe Commiſſioners, wWho 


were authoriſed to adminiſter Oaths to all Perſons whom 


they found it neceſtary to examine (a Power greater than 


what your Committee Poſſefs) having diligently em- 
ployed more than Eight Years in their inveſtigations *, 
and produced no Jeſs than Twenty-five Reports, of ap- 
proved Accuracy in their Details, and of the higheſt 
Importance in their Reſults, your Committee thought 


it moſt adviſeable to ſtand upon the vantage Ground of 
their Labours; conceiving it material in the firſt Place 
to aſcertain how far the Reſult of theſe Reports appeared 
to have produced practical Benefit to the Public; and 


being further of Opinion, that they themſelves thould 


be enabled, by the Aid of thofe Reports, to proſecute _ 
their own Inquiries more ſecurely, and with a greater 


Probability of rendering them uſeful. 


. * N. B. T he Caries of 8 were firſt appoinged hy Kc, 20 6. ut. 
e. 54. their Fiſt Report was dated 27th Nov. 1780, and their Fifteenth and laſt 


Report 19th Dec. 1786. 
The Commiſſioners of Inquiry were appointed by stat. 25. Geo. III. c. 19 kheir 


Firſt Report was dated 1 11th April 1786, — Tenth and laſt Report June 30, 1788. 


f Parliament itſelf, £ 
Attention of the 
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The Selection being thus made, your Committee pro- 
W ceded next to conſider of the moſt convenient Order 
ol inquiring into theſe ſeveral Objects; (the former 
W Reports affording them no uniform Precedent in this 
Reſpe&) and they have upon this Queſtion thought it 
W moſt convenient to arrange the ſeveral Objects of their 
Inquiry under the diſtin& Heads of, 1. Collection of 
W the Public Revenue. 2. Expenditure of the Public. 
1 Money; and, 3. Auditing of the Public Accounts. 
In reporting upon each particular Office within either 
of theſe Branches, your Committee have adopted one 
uniform Mode; namely, by ſtating, 1ſt. How far the 
Regulations and Checks, recommended by the former 
Commiſſioners have been ſince carried into Execution, 
and how far they have been effectual. 2dly. What has 
been the actual Increaſe or Diminution in the Expence 
of each Office, and its Salaries and Emoluments, ſince 
1782; and 3dly, the further Meaſures which, in the 
Opinion of your Committee, may be adof ted for re- 
gulating or reducing the Public Expenditure, or Eſta- 
= bliſhment of Office, without Detriment to the Public 
Service; ſubmitting ſuch Obſervations upon this Head, 
as appear to them to ariſe out of the preceding State- 
ments: With regard to theſe Obſervations, however, 
your Committee beg Leave to remark, that they have 
conceived it to be their Duty principally to keep in 
View the ſame Maxims of political Prudence and 
(Economy, which were fo clearly ſtated, and ſo con- 
ſtantly urged by the Commiſſioners of Accounts and of 
Inquiry; and in other Inſtances, where new Circum- 
ſtances have ſeemed to require a wider Range of Obſer- 
vations, your Committee have only preſumed to ſuggeſt 
them as Matters, which may be deſerving of a more 
deliberate and minute Inveſtigation, than the advanced 
State of the preſent Seſſion of Parliament has allowed 
your Committee to beſtow upon them. wh 


\ 


4 The COLLECTION of the REVENUE. 


UNDER this general Head are compriſed the ſeveral 
Duties of Cusrous, Excisx, and STampes, the Land 
Tax, and Ass ESssED Taxts, thoſe derived from the 
Posr Ore1ce, Salr, HAwERERS and PepLars, Hack- 
ney CoAchEs and Cnairs, and the Penston DourTies, 
 Figsr Frvirs and TenTas : Other Sources, caſual in 
their Nature, of {mall Produce, and of various Deſcrip- 
tions, alſo contribute to the Annual Revenue; ſuch as 
Seizures, Profers, the Fees of re e or fupprefie 
Bildes, Lotteries, &c. 


Previouſly, however, to the detailed Inveſtigation of 


the Regulations and Official Diſburſements of each par- 
ticular Department, your Committee have thought fit 
to take a preliminary View of the general Rate of Ex- 
pence, incident to the whole Syſtem of Collection. 


They were deſirous of ſtating what were the Charges of 


Collection in the Year 182, and of fhewing their Pro- 
greſſive Amount throughout each ſubſequent Year down 
to the preſent Time; but they find that the Accounts 

of the ſeveral Revenue Departments were not made up, 
in the early Part of this Period, with a ſufficient Uni- 
formity of Plan, and Minuteneſs of Detail, to furniſh 
the Means of exhibiting ſuch a Statement. The more 

_ diſtin& and comprehenſive Statements of the National 

Revenues, which have been framed under the Authority 
of the Executive Government within a few Years paſt, 
have enabled your Committee to trace correctly the Va- 
riations which have taken place in the Charges of Ma- 
nagement through the laſt Eight Vears. Theſe compre- 

hend equal Periods of Peace and War: And your Com- 

mittee have therefore proceeded to inquire, in each of 
the e N of Boreas, Ls during theſe 
. Periods, 


2 
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periods, has been the Rate per Centum to which the Charges . 


of Management have amounted upon the Groſs Receipt, and 


upon the Net Produce of each Branch reſpectively : they 


have then ſtated the Average Rate of Expence for which 


the Total Grols Receipt, and Total Net Produce, of thete 


principal Branches of the Public Revenues were Annually 


7 collected during the ſame Periods; and they have endea- 


voured to complete their Illuſtration of this Subject, by 
giving a general View of the Whole of the Revenues for the 


Tear 1796, diſtinguiſhing the Groſs Receipt upon each, and 
Z the various Deductions Hcident to each in the Courſe of its 


Paſlage to the Exchequer. 


Upon conſidering the competent Parts of the Britiſh Reve- 


nues, with a View to the Rate of Expence at which each Part 
is collected, it is obvious that ſome of them are affected by 
peculiar Circumſtances, which muſt render the Proportion of 
e materially different 1 in different Inſtances. 


Thus, the Eſtabliſnment af the Board of Callers; is em- 
Ployed, not for Purpoſes of Revenue alone, but alſo for car- 
rying into Effect the Laws of Navigation and Trade, upon 


which the Security of the Empire, and the Protection and 


Encouragement of its Commerce and Manufactures ſo eſſen- 


tally depend; and yet, in ſtating the Expences incurred for 
the Management of the Cuſtoms, it is impoſſible to ſeparate 
the Charges applicable to Regulations of Trade and Navi- 


& gation, from thoſe which are eue for the excluſive Pur- 


poſes of Revenue. For the ſame Reaſons it muſt alſo be re- 
marked, that it has been deemed expedient to divide the 
Collection of ſome of the largeſt Duties on Imports be- 
tween the Cuſtoms and Exciſe” in order. the better to ſecure 


the Revenue, by checking the Inland Tranſit of Goods which 


have been clandeftinely brought aſhore ; and by this Mea- 
Do: nearly Three Millions of Revenue are transferred to the 


Exciſe, without any material Diminution in the neceſſary 
| 1 ch Eſtabliſhment 


E FOURTH REPORT: 
Eſtabliſhment of the Cuſtoms. It is equally neceſſary to ob- 
ferve, that the Expences attending the Execution of the 
Quarantine Service are alſo paid out of the Cuſtoms, and 
add conſiderably to the general Charges of Management, 


although they are incurred not for Purpoſes of Revenue, but 
for the general Security of Health. It is natural therefore to 
expect, that the Rate of Lxpence in this Department, ſhould 


be higher than what is incid ent to molt others. * 


The following Table al thaw: what has been the actual 
Rate per Centum on the Collection of the Groſs and Net Re- 


venue of the Cousroms, during the Period! in Queſtion: 


Years. | Groß Receipt. GEM Ct. thereon, Net Produce Rate per Ce. thereon 
1789 — 15.477.333. £6 7 © — £4030,003 - £8 9 10 
1790 — 5,349,478 6 17 6 — 3.976. 908 9 5 

1791 — 578839 7. 3 8 — 4193817 911 
1792 — 6,045,818 - 6:9 7 — 4,407, 9377 8 17. 
"$793. == © $,574:708 = 0:29 7. 1 - 9 4 
1794 — $5,841,899 7 1 8 — 3,821,216, - 10 16 
1795 — $770,059 - 6 19. 5 — 3.959.462 10 3 5 
1796 — 6,35 1,902 <6 -$-06 — 4.533, 489 5 8 12 6 


The F juBuation which appears in the Proportion that the Groſs and Net | 


Produce bear to each other in the different Years, ariſes chiefly from an 


Increaſe or Decreaſe of the Amount of Drawbacks paid on Goods 
exported, © 


Some other Branches of the Revenue ate alſo affected by 


peculiar Circumſtances, which appear to increaſe their Ex- 
pence of Management, only becauſe they are Eſtabliſhments 
executing other Services betides that of merely collecting the 
Public Money. The Poſt Office falls particularly within this 
Deſcription, and is an Eſtabliſhment of ſo mixed a Nature, 
that it cannot, for the preſent Purpoſe, be brought fairly into 
_ Compariſon with any of the Revenue Departments ; the 
Profits of the Poſt Office boing effentially derived from the 
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Compenſation paid by Individuals for the Performance of a 
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Labour undertaken by the Government for the Public Ac- 
commodation ; and, beſides the Salaries of the various 
Officers connected with the Management of this Service, the 
Poſt Office 1s ſubject to ſeveral Charges of a ſpecial Kind, 
ſuch as the Expence of Horſes, Carriages, and Packet 
Boats, &c. &c. The Salt Ofiic"is another Eſtabliſhmeat, 


11 which the Charges of Management are alſo enhaaced by 
Cauſes of a pecuhar Nature: For, in order to ſecure the 
Duties upon Home Contumption, which alone contributes 


to the Revenue, it is thought neceflary to maintain a Guard 
over the whole Quantity of Salt manufactured, although 
nearly Four-fifths of it are ultimately exempt from Duty, 


as being eitber applied to our Fitheries, or exported, The 
Hackney Coach Office is allo an Eftabliſhment of a mixed 


Nature, and its principal Functions are thole of a Court of 


Police in Caſes which have no Connection whatever with the 
Collection of the Revenue. —Subject to theſe Remarks, the 
Charges of Management upon the ſeveral other Branches of 


Revenue may be eſtimated trom the following Tables 


E X O I s E. 


Tears. Groſs Receipt. Rate pe, Ct. thereon. Net Produce. Rate per Ot. Nen 


Z. VV „ . 


1789 — 8,418,611 5 10 © — 7,292,216 -. 6 8 2 

1790 — ' 9,054,850 - 5 11.0 — 7,641,706 -- 6 12 2 

1791 — 9,808,908 -=- 5 © 4 — 8,211 692 -- 5 19 11 
1792 — 10,113,867 -- 4 19 10 — 8,456,833 -- 5 19 5 

| 1793 — 9,412,497 -- 5 5 7 — 8,009,477 -- 6 4 1 
1794 — 9,904,293 -- 5 0 4 — 8,489,462 -- 5 17 9 
1795 — 10,866, 170 - 4 13 11 — 9,378,350 5 8 10 

785 5 — 40,960,425 -- 4 12 = 9,155,571 -= 5 10 3 

» 

N 2 STAMPS. 


OUR DH REEPORt: 

g TA: MPS. | 

Years, | : Groſs Receipt. Rate per Ct. thereon. Net Preduce, Rate per Ct. thereon: 
1 . . d. "os. E359. 6 
1789 — 1,325,004 - - 5 7 1 — 1,229,979 --:5 15 4 
1790 — 1,415,324 -- 6 5 1 — 1,310,829 -- 6 15 1 
1791 — 1,489. 871 - 4 11 8 — 1,585,774 4 18 7 
1792 — 1,530.333 -- 4 15 8 — 1,420,856 -- 5 3 © 
1793 — 1,402,870 - - 5 1 10 — 1,361,002 - = 5 9 6 
1794 — 1,522,673 -- 4 16 3 — 1,411,074 -- 5 g 10 
1795 — 1,001,412 - - 4 18 9 — 1,672,192 -- 5 6 6 
1790 = 1,904,098 -- 417-7. 1,772,976 -- 5 4 10 


LAND TAX, am ASSESSED TAXES. z 
Years. Wy Groſs Receipt. 3 —.— Ct. thereon. Net produce Rate ger Ct. thereon. | 8 


—_ £ Y 4. N 5 . 


1789 — $,572,484 - 3 10 3 — 3,447,017 -- 3 12 9 
1790 — 3,741,222 3 8 6 — 3,013,030 - 9. 10 It - 
1791 — 3,743,901 = 3 9 10 — g,v13,12g -- 3 12 4 
1792 — 3,623,019 -- 3 2 2 — 3.501,920—— 3 4 2 i 
1793 — $3,035,250 -- 3 9 4 — 3-509,141 - 3 11 10 5 
| L708 3,045,924 - 7 3 i 9 6 - — 342 19,07 Q - - 3 12 3 155 
1795 — | 3,003,501 -- 3 10 2 — 3,534.9 76 —— 3 12 9 
1796 — 4,101,869 - - 3 12 5 — 3,953,316 - - 15-1 - 


The Computations of the Rate per Centum of the Expence of collecting 
the Aﬀeſſed Taxes is made on the Groſs and Net Produce, including the 
Tax on Windows, by the 24th of His Majeſty, there being no Expence 
attached to the latter Article in che Cuſtoms or Exciſe, into which the Net 
ane of it is paid. 


. 8 AL T. 505 

F ears. Groſs Receipt. Rate per Ct. thereon, Net Produce. Rate per Ct. thereon, 
. %%” bh a, © . 

1789 — 476,381 6 5 6 — 379,549 -- 8 8 2 
1790 — 495,060 -- 6 1 7 — 414,599 -- 7 17 2 
1791 — _ 493,831 -- 4 16 6 — 415,683 -- 5 14 8 
1792 — * 497,338 -- 6 111 — 416,705 -- 7 9 10 
1793 — 302,941 6 4 — 401,894 7 10 5 
1794 — $20,604 -- 5 19 9 — 442,917 -- 7 0 9 

. 1795 — $552,933 -- 5 12 2 — 465,780 -- 6 13 4 

2h 1796 — : 454378 7 0: g 405,400 - 7 17 10 


HACKNEY 
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l  HACKNEY COACHES and CHAIRS. 
Years. Grgfs Receipt. Rate per Ct. thereon. Net Produce; Tak per Ot. waa” 
= : 5 95 „ FA 2 | . 4. 
1289 — 26,339 8 5 10 — 24,169 -- 9 11 
| 1790 — 26,3188 -- a 5 1 — 24,142. -- 8 19 2 
1791 — 29,927 7 8 6 — 2%,¶,¶.¶ 8 o 9 
1792 — 26,322 8 8 7 — 24,003 -- 9 5 0 
1799 —. 26,3365 8 10 0 — $4,997. 9 3 9 
Xx 1794 — 24,940 © 9 9 9 — 22,600 — 10 0 8 | 
W , 1795 — 26,099 -- 8 15 7 — 23.800 -- 9 12 10 
= 1796 — 26,140 =—-- 8 12 6 — 23,890 -- 9 8 10 
HAWKERS any PEDLARS. 
Years; Groſs Receipt. Rate eperGu thereon. Net Produee. Rate PETE: thereon, 


bd "i 17 10 . $137 -- 95 9. 
1790 — 6,708 -- 57 © 5 — 3825 -- 75 7 
"0 4-11 8 
1792 — 6,008 -- 47 9 — 3,134 - 91 13 
%%% ⁰ ( % ><; 98-4 
1794 — 6,104 — 46 14 — $3,251 -- 87 15 
$795. — 6% 41% 1% — 4,005 — 69 13 
1796 — 7,902 — 35 11 9 — . 55 5 


0 O 


Having given theſe Faber Statements of the Rate of Expence in- 
curred in the ſeparate. Collection of each of theſe Branches of the Revenue, 
your Committee proceed next to ſtate the Average Rate of Expence in- 
_ curred in collecting the Total Groſs Receipt and Total Net Produce of the 
principal Revenues of Great Britain (the Poſt Office 0 during the 
ſame Period, which appears to ſtand thus: 


Years. Rate pr Ct, on the Groſs Receipt, Rate per Ct. on the Ner Produce. 
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In the Charges of Management of theſe ſeveral Revenues, the 


Sums paid by the Officers on Account of the Land Tax, the One 
Shilling, and the 51xpencein the Pound, are included, which never- 
theleſs, ought properly to be deducted from the Management, be- 


cauſe they paſs into, and are accounted for in another Branch of 


the Revenue, 


If the Amount of theſe latter Taxes were deducted 
from the Charges of Management of the laſt Vear's Revenue, the 
Rate per Centum on the Collection might be ſtated thus— 1796, on 


the Groſs Receipt wan £- 4 5 on the Net Produce about 


. 5+ 145. lod. 


It is difficult to compare the Amount of this Expenditure, with 


the Expences incurred by other Nations for ſimilar Purpoſes ; but 
there 1s Reaſon to believe, that it does not much exceed Half the 
Expence, according to the loweſt, Calculation, which was incurred 


in cellefling the Revennes of France, about the Beginning of the 


fame Period of Time to which the preceding Statements relate. 


Perhaps, indeed, it is impoffible to obtain complete Information 
upon this Head, with reſpett to any Foreign States, even thoſe of 


which the moſt recent and accurate Accounts have been laid before 


the Public; whereas, to ule the Words of the very able and intel- 
- ligent Perſon who 


mittee to lay theſe 


% Public Revenues, and all Deductions therefrom, until the Net 


_ * Produce is paid into the Exchequer and brought within the V. ew 
« of Parliament, can be aſcertained with a mathematical Accuracy.” 


| In Illuſtration of the general Subject of theſe preliminary Re- 
marks, your Committee have ſubjoined a Statement of the Whole 
of the Revenues of Grea: Britain for the Year 1796; diſtinguiſh- 
ing, 1ſt, the Groſs Receipt upon each Branch; 2dly, the ſeveral 
Deductions neceſſarily incident to each reſpectively, viz, for Draw- 
backs, Repayments, Allowances, and Bounties in the Nature of 
Drawbacks; gdly, their reſpective Charges of Management, &c. 
4thly, the. Net Produce remaining upon each, after theſe Deduc- 
tions are made; 5thly, the Payments made out of that Net Produce 
for National Purpoſes, ſuch as, the Support of the Civil Govern- 
ment of Scotland, the Encoüragement of Fiſheries, the Importation 
of Corn, or the raiſing of Seamen, &c. &c. all of which are to be 
conſidered as an Anticipation of Iſſues out of the Exchequer ; and 
bthly, the final e N made into the Exchequer. 


Miſtance has principally enabled your Com- 
tatements before the Public, In Great Bri- 
„ tain, every FartFing drawn from the Subject, on Account of the 
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COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 13 
Your Committee proceed next to the ſeparate Examination 
= of each particular Department 1 in which the Public Revenues 
. are collected. 


CUSTOMS. 


= d I. THE Commiſſioners Acne to nice 
take, and ſtate the Public Accounts of the Kingdom, made 
Three ſucceſſive Reports upon this Department, in which 


5 

; they fully explained its Conſtitution, the Duties of its ſeveral 
. Officers, and the Mode of collecting this Part of the Reve- 
mie, in London and the Out Ports. And in the Courſe of 
= thete Reports, they pointed out a variety of important Re- 
= gulations for Retrenchment of Expence, Reduction of Eſta- 
5 


bliſhment, and Accommodation of the Merchants; moſt 
of which your Committee have oo Satisfaction t to find have | 
been fince carried into Effect. 


$a 2 Tn 
. PI; 
S ME In oe} OD 
* LYN . F365 


Theſe Rede may be daſſed under the relining 
Heads, viz. 1. Accounts. 2. Offices. 3. Fees. 4. Holy- . 
days and Hours of Attendance ; and 5. Cruizers. 4 


. With regard to the Accounts, it was ee by the 
5 Commiſſioners, that every Collector or Receiver in the Port 
of London ſhould, on the firſt Board Day in every Week, 
lay before the Commiſſioners an Account of the total Sums 
received and paid to the Receiver General during the Week 
preceding, together with the Balance in his Hands at the Cloſe 
of the Week; and that the Receiver General ſhould ſtate, 
at the Foot of his Weekly Certificate to the Commiſſioners, 
the Sum of Duties remaining in his Hands, and for what 
Reaſon not paid into the Exchequer. Theſe Regulations 
have been accordingly carried into Effect; and the Receiver 
General makes up his Account on every Saturday, and his 
Payment into the Exchequer every Wedneſday, never retain- 
ing any Balance in his Hands movers the growing Produce 


ot the Week. i 
Oo — 5 


14 _. FOURTH REPORT: 


11 was alſo recommended, that Authority ſhould be given 


to take the Balances of Duties, and Payments therefrom, i In 
the Plantations, from ſome convenient Period, in order that 
the Comptroller General might be enabled to include the 
_ Groſs Receipt and Payrnents at the Plantations, in the Ge- 
neral Account of the Cuſtoms paſſed in the Exchequer. 
With reſpect to this Point, however, although the Propriety 


of the Principle is conceded, its Execution has not been 
adopted; and the Reaſon now aſſigned, is the Official Intri- 
cacy and Difficulty which would attend ſuch a Meaſure. 


As a Circumſtance 00 w ich the Matters of e 


it was alſo recommended by the Commiſſioners, that the 
iſſuing of Port Books from the Exchequer ſhould be diſcon- 
tinued; it appearing that no leſs than 395 of theſe Books 
were iflued annually, at the Expence of £.751. 115. 24. 


per Annum ; that not more than 273 Returns upon theſe 


Books have been made in Ten Years, and that neither the 


Books nor Returns were of any Public Utility. Your Com- 
| mittee finding, however, that this Recommendation had not 
been adopted, have inſtituted a freſh Enquiry into the Sub- 
ject; and it appearing that this Expence has been ſtill con- 
tinued during the laſt 12 Years, even where the Patent 


Offices for which theſe Books were originally deſtined no 
longer exiſt; that not One Sixth of the requiſite Returns 


have been made; and that even theſe (according to the con- 


current Opinions of the Board of Cuſtoms and of the Ex- 
chequer) are of no practical poſſible Utility to the Public ; 


your Committee cannot but earneſtly recommend the imine- 
_ date Diſcontinuance of this needleſs Expence, amounting in 
the Whole, tor Books, Fees, and Meſſengers NANG, to 
45 Annual Sum of C. 797. 77 20. 


The 3 and Butlerage Duties on Wine, and chi Duty 
on Coals, holden under ancient Grants on the Crown, ought, 
according to the G 241825 of the : Commullionere of Accounts, 
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COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, &c. 5 
to be reveſted (if the Conſent of the Grantees could be 
obtained) in the Crown, for the Public Service, upon a 
reaſonoble Compenſation to be made to the Grantees, by a 


= Sum in Groſs, or by the Annual Payment of an Equiyalent 


out of the Dutics ariſing from theſe reſpective Articles. No 
Meaſure of this Sort has been adopted; but the Board of 
Cuſtoms are of Opinion, that it would be attended with 


. official Benefit and Convenience; and Your Committee can- 


not forbear, upon Grounds of Policy and Gconomy, mofl 
ſtrongly to recommend its Adoption. 44 


A general Conſolidation of the Duties of the Cuſtoms was 


alſd recommended by the Commiſſioners of Accounts; and 
this Operation was accordingly carried into effect th Stat. 
27. Geo. 3. c. 1 Ts up to that Period. 


It was e propoſed, chat the ih of the Accounts 
of this Department ſhould not be tranſactec by the Auditors 


of the Impreſt; but their Office having been aboliſhed, and 


a new Commiſſion eſtabliſhed in its Place, by Stat. 25 Geo. 3. 


c. 52. under which no Fees are paid, the Objection of Ex- 
penſe no longer ſubſiſts, and the Accounts are audited by 
the new Commiſſioners 9 1 che Authority of 328 
i ancient Auditors. 


The Recommendation of © pig a perfect and entire 
Statement of the Groſs and Net Produce of the Cuſtoms, | 
periodically, for the Inſpection of Parliament, has been en- 


forced by a poſitive Law, which requires that there ſhall be 
laid before both Houſes of Parliament, within Fourteen 
Days after the Commencement of each Seſſion, an Account 


of the Total Produce of the Duties of Cuſtoms, Exciſe, 
Stamps, and Incidents reſpectively, for the Four Quarters 
Next r preceding the Date of ſuch Account. 


2. With regard to Offices, 2 Reform i in many {Wha | 


* the Cuſtoms was ſtrongly urged by the Commiſſioners of 


O 2 Accounts; 


16 FOURTH REPORT: 


Accounts; and it has been ſince effectually performed in 
almoſt every Inſtance where NY Vacancies have 
; happened. 


* he propoſed Abolition extended in the 1 
Port of London to 61 Total 1196 
And i in the Out Ports 1 1359 „ 


And the Total of the propoſed Annual Saving to the Pub- 
lic, according to the Net Produce of thoſe Offices i In 1 784, 


was C. 42,55 4. 114. ; 


The Firſt Claſs of Offices hich the Se re- 


cCommended to be reduced, comprehends, thoſe whereof 
- they deemed the Duty to be uſcleſs ; and the Board of Cul- 
toms agree in the Propriety of their Suppreſſion. Of this 


Claſs there are in the Port of London Ten, but none of 


them have yet fallen in; a Statement of their Deſcriptions 
and Emoluments, as they ſtood in the Year 1784, is annexed, 
whereby it appears that their Total Net Annual Produce then 
.amounted to 45,360. . 


In the Out Ports, there are One Hundred Offices of tlie 
ſame Claſs; the Total Net Annual Produce of whoſe Ne 
pointments amounted, in 1784, to FL. 12,993. gs. 14. 
Twelve of theſe Offices have ſince fallen in, which have hot 
been filled up. Their Net Annual Produce, in 17 $4, was 


7 4. 3,593. 38. 72d. 


The Second Claſs of which the . was recom- 
mended, comprehends thoſe where the Buſineſs is uſeful, 
but the Officer has become uſeleſs by converting his Office 
into a Sinecure: And the Board of Cuſtoms think this Re- 
_ duction alſo to be highly proper 


Of this 3 Claſs there were, in * Port of n ; 


Wharf: ont] 5 the 18 Net Annual Produce of whoſe Ap- 
nad pointments 
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COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, Kc. 17 


pointments amounted, in 1784, to J. 10,931. 165. 4d. 


Twelve of theſe Offices, of the Net Yearly Produce of 


J. 3,578. 15. 5d. have ſince become vacant, which have 
not been filled up; although, with reſpect to Two of them 
it has been thought proper, after aboliſhing the Sinecure Part 
of the Office, to appoint an Executive Officer in the Place 
of each, at a regulated Salary. In the Out Ports, there were 
Thirty-five Offices of the ſame Claſs, the Total Net Annual 
Produce of whoſe Appointments amounted, in .1784, to 
7469. 125. 02d. Eighteen of theſe Offices have ſince 
fallen in, but none of them have been filled up. Their Net 
Annual Produce, in 1784, Was Z. 45678. 75. 62d. 


The Commiſſioners of Accounts, after Pope chat the 


g Offices of Cuſtomers ſhould be wholly at an End, and that 
_ thoſe of Comptroller and Searcher ſhould ceaſe to be Patent 
Offices, adviſed the Appointment of Two Officers at every 


Creek where the Deputies to Patent Offices were then ſtationed, 


and that they ſhould hold their Offices by the ordinary Form 
of the Commiſſion of the Board of Cuſtoms ; and carry on 
the Buſineſs of the Deputies to the Patent Offices :—It _ 
appears to Your Committee that this Regulation, fo far as 
reſpects the new modelling of theſe Offices, has not been 
carried into Effect; but that when the principal Office has 
in theſe Inſtances become vacant, Perſons have been appointed 


to conduct the Buſineſs, as well at Creeks as at the Ports; 
and the Perſons ſo acting, receive the Fees heretofore taken 


for the Benefit of the Principal; and after retaining a certain 


Allowance for the Diſcharge of the Duty, they remit the 
Remainder to be carried to the Public Account. The Board 


of Cuſtoms repreſent that the Regulations propoſed upon this 


Subject cannot well be accompliſhed, until all theſe Offices 


ſhall have fallen in, nor even then without the Authority of 
aL: ; 
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The Third Claſs of Offices to be ſuppreſſed, 3 14 
thoſe of which it was conceived that the Duty might be : 
- conveniently transferred to other Departments; and the 
Board of Cuſtoms alſo concur in the Propriety of this Re- 
form, not only as a Suppreſſion of Sinecures, bur as pro- 
moting a ſyſtematic Unity in the Treaſury Collection and 
Control in this Department. Seventeen Offices were ranked 
within this Deſcription, the Total Net Annual Produce of 
whoſe Appointments was £.2,909. 11s. 11d. Of theſe Of- 
fices Four have fallen in, to the Sinecure Part of which no 
Succeſſors have been appointed; their as Annual END, 
in 1784, was C. 516. 185. 5d. 


1 Sunne ſpecial Conſiderations, however, are ftated by the 
Board of Cuſtoms, as requiring Attention in the Reform of 
this latter Claſs of Offices. They obſerve, that an extenſive 

and important Duty appertains to ſome of them; ſuch as, 
the Inſpector of the Out Port Collectors Accounts and 
Vouchers, and the Examiners of Out Port Collectors Quarter 
Books; and that the Arrangements incident to fuch a Reform 


Vvould alſo require the Introduction of many Practical Ti 


rections, both in London and the Out Ports: They add, 

that the Suppreſſion of the Offices of Receivers of Vines 
and Forfeitures for London and the Out Ports, and the Aſ- 
ſignment of the reſpective Truſts and Buſineſs to the Receiver 
General, and the Inſtitution of a proper Control over this 
additional Duty, would alſo require to be provided for. 


Wich regard to the Office of Accountant of Petty Rec eipts, 1 
which the Commiſſioners of Accounts had recommended to 


be reduced, it appears, that the Portion of Emoluments 


formerly received from a Poundage on enumerated Goods 
Was, on a Vacancy in 1788, aboliſhed by Order of the Lords 
of the Treaſury; and in lieu of the former Salary of C. 135 
2 Fear, together with a Poundage, which, in 1784, was 

reported to have been . 1, 634. 85. 11d. the Office was 
thereupon reduced to a Net Es of £.500 a Tear. _ _— 
The 


COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, &c. 19 
The Practice of requiring Officers to be put under In- 
Office until they have obtained a Certificate of Qualification, 


miſſioners of Accounts, been extended to the Office of Col- 
lector and Comptroller at the Out Ports, and to other 
Situations; but no Regulation has been adopted for eſtabliſhing 
a Courſe of gradual Riſe to the Office of Comptroller at the 
Out Ports, and from thence to that of Collector. Your 
Committee conceive, however, that although an invariable 


with conſiderable Inconvenience, yet the Principle ought 
always to be kept in View in the Diſpoſal of theſe Offices, 


placing in theſe Offices Perſons of . and and 
Fidelity. 5 


which were recommended to be ſuppreſſed, amounting to. 


find that another of theſe Patent Offices“, of which the Sup- 
preſſion was recommended, alſo became vacant by Death 


other ſimilar Inſtances of Sinecures, a Change of the Perſons 


theſe Inſtances, they think proper at the fame Time to 
remark, that amongſt the Eight Patent Out Port Officers, 
who ated themſelves, and whoſc Suppreſſion was not ſug- 


have happened, none of which have been filled up; that 
above One Hundred other Offices of inferior Note have alſo 
been aboliſhed, and that no OO OO. Grant whatever 


"0" + Supplemen 15) 


ſtructions for a certain Time, and of not admitting them into 


has, in Conſequence of the Recommendation of the Com- 


Adherence to ſuch a Rule might occaſionally be attended 
as an Incentive to Diligence, and the moſt likely Means of 


ol the Total Number of /C ficers in theſe Three Claſſes, 


196, it appears, therefore, that Forty-ſix have ſince fallen 
in, and have not been filled up. Your Committee however 
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in the Year 1794, and was thereupon filled up, as is ſtated 
to Your Committee, in Conſequence of an Engagement of 
a former Adminiſtration ; and they find alſo, that in Twa 
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who held them has been allowed to be made. In ſtating 


geſted by the Commiſſioners of Accounts, Four Vacancies 
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| has been made of any Office in the Cuſtoms ſince the Year 
1782. 


15 85 The Abolition of all Fees and Gratuites, ald he Sub- 
ſtitution of a fixed Salary to each Officer, were earneſtly 
recòmmended by the Commiſſioners ; and their Plans oe 
been already executed, in ſeveral lafances, by the Direction 
of the Treaſury, on the Recommendation of the Board; but, 
beſides this liberal Reform, very active Meaſures were taken, 
immediately after the Report of the Commiſſioners of Ac- 
counts, ſor introducing a gencral Reform upon the ſame 
: Principle, throughout the whole Eftavliſhment. 


The Opinions of the Merchants ſt dent in 1 and 
in moſt of the Out Ports, were collected, upon the Expe- 

diency of aboliſhing or regulating the Fees, and of providing 

Compenſations to the Officers by a Tonnage Duty In 1788, 
the Merchants of London declared their Wiſhes for a total 
Abolition; and the various Communications received from 

the Merchants and Traders at the Out Ports, made it evi- 
dently impracticable that any general Table of Fees could be 
made to ſuit all Places. With a View therefore to aſcertain 
the Amount of the Fees, for which Compenſation muſt be 
provided, if the Fees themſelves were aboliſhed, a Bill was 
ſubmitted to Parliamept, which afterwards paſſed into a Law, 
_ authorizing the Treaſury to appoint Two Commiſſioners of 
the Cuſtoms in England, and One in Scotland, to enquire on 
Oath into the Emoluments of all Perſons employed in the 
Service of the Cuſtoms. 1 55 


In January 17 90, thoſe Co) miſfioners, having viſited 
Thirty-four Out Forts; made their Firſt Report * recom- 
mending certain Meaſures for Relief of the Coaſting Trade; 
and in the ſame Year an Act of Parliament was paſſed for 


the Relief of chat Trade, at a conſiderable Loſs to the 
: Revenue. 155 


* Supplement (0 In 


| COMMITTEE ON. FINANCE, Ke. 27 


In March 1791, the Commiſſioners made a Second Report, 
by which it appcared that the Total of the Fees amounted, 

in the Year 1788, to /. 133, 805 6s. 3d. In May 1791 they 
made their Third Report; in which, after ſtating and dif- 
cuſſing the various Opinions communicated to them by the 
Merchants convened expreſsly upon this Subject, they de- 


clared themſelves to be decidedly of Opinion, that an entire 


Abolition of Cuſtom Houſe Fees, and the Payment of every 


Perſon in that Department by the Crown, and the Crown 


only, would be a Meaſure highly beneficial both to the 
Commerce and the Revenue of the Country: And they fur- 
ther declared it as their Opinion, that if an entire Abolition 


were deemed inexpedient, great Advantages might neverthe- 


leſs accrue to Commerce, and much Security to the Revenue, 


by aboliſhing the Fees paid to the Perſons uſually called Out- 


| door. Officers ; ; the Annual Amount of which was about | 
J. 45,000 ; and that this Meaſure, though of a more limited 
Extent, would place the Out-door Buſineſs : at the ſeveral : 


. Ports of the Kingdom on an equal Footing. 


It is ſtated to Your Committee, that in purſuance of theſe 


Repreſentations, a Bill was prepared in 1792 ; but that the 


apparent Difficulty of the Subject, and the Expence of pro- 


viding a Compenſation upon the Principle and to the Extent | 


ugpeſted, were Conſiderations which at that Time prevented 
any further Proceedings upon this Subject. 


4. The Holydays* obſerved in the Cuſtoms are a Grievance, 
| againſt which the Commiſſioners of Accounts remonſtrated, 
as greatly prejudicial to the Revenue and to the Merchant : 

They amount to Forty-five Days in every Year, beſide Sun- 


days; T hirty of this Number are eſtabliſhed by Statute, and 


the remaining Fifteen by Uſage. No Meaſure, however, 


has been taken to reduce their Number, although the Imports | 


of the Nation have been nearly doubled, and the Exports 

more than doubled ſince the Date of their former Reports. 

5 655 1 „ 54; Ton 
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Your Committee have therefore called upon the Board of 
Cuſtoms for an Account of ſuch Regulations reſpecting theſe 
Holydays, as in the Opinion of the Board would be moſt 
beneficial to the Public Service, requiring the Reaſons to be 


ſpecified for ſuch as it might be thought proper to keep; 


and upon the Repreſentation of the Board, it appears, that 
the Holydays might be properly reduced from Forty-five to 


Eleven, which, in the Opinion of your Committee, might 


alſo, conſiſtently with the Reaſons alledged by the Board, be 


reduced to a ſtill {maller Number. 


| The W of Attendance i in the Cuſtoms, were alſo ad- 
verted to by the Commitlioners, of Accounts; and although 


they did not recommend any ſpecific Alteration, yet they 
ſtated that the Hours appointed by the Rules annexed to the 
Book of Rates, were not ſufficient ; that Four Hours in each 
Morning were neceſſary for the Attendance of Officers in the 


Long Room; and that the Abſence of the Searchers from 


their Office, from One o' Clock till Half-paſt Three, occaſi- 
oned an inconvenient Stoppage in the whole Export Buſineſs. 


The Board of Cuſtoms agree, that further Regulation is 
wanting in theſe Points; and that the Hours, ſettled in 


conformity to the Manners of former Times, are at preſent 
inadequate, and ill adapted to the Accommodation of Buſi- 


neſs *. But they ſtate to your Committee, that as the Subject 


| _— much Inveſtigation, and a Communication with the 


Merchants of London, and alſo with thoſe of the Out 
Ports, amongſt whom, on a former Conſideration of the 
Subject, a great Difference of Opinion appeared to prevail, 
the Board 1s not at preſent prepared to ſubmit any decided 
+; e as to what the Alteration ſhould be. 


In caſe it ſhould he thought expedient hereafter, either 


to diminiſh the Number of Holy days, or increaſe the Num- 


Tr ber of the Houts of Attendance, it will. become a Queſtion, 


Whether 
* Supplement b | 
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Whether it may not be juſt to allow ſome Augmentation of 
Salary to the ſeveral Officers, 1n conſideration of their in- 
creaſed Duty? | 


. The Cruizers in the Service & the Cuſtoms, were for- 
merly maintained partly upon the Eſtabliſhment, and partly 


by Contract. The Commiſſioners of Accounts profeſs. to 


leave the Queſtion of Preference between theſe Two Modes 
wholly to the Board ; and the only ſpecific Recommendation 


Which they give is, to prohibit all Officers in the Service of 


the Cuſtoms from having any Share or Concern in theſe 
Veſſels. This Recommendation has been fully adopted, and 
no ſuch Union of contending Duty and Intereſt is now 


Z ſuffered to exiſt. The Board of Cuſtoms, in the Year 1787, 
= proceeded alſo to lay aſide the Syſtem of Contract Cruizers; 


it having appeared that Frauds had been committed by ſuch 
Veſlels, to the great Injury of the Revenue; and that upon 


a comparative View of the Seizures made, and the Expences 
incurred by the ſeveral Veſſels employed in the Year 1781, 
1782, and 1783, thoſe on the Eſtabliſhment had produced 
| a much larger Net Sum to the Revenue than thoſe upon 
Contract, notwithſtanding the latter exceeded the former in 
Point of Tonnage, as well as in the Number of Mariners. N 


At preſent the Cruizers upon the Eſtabliſhment, as thay 
are generally called, are Thirty-ſeven; but a Diſtinction 
obtains between thoſe which are more ſpecially denominated 


Cruizers on Eſtabliſhment, and Cruizers paid upon Incidents, 
of which latter Sort there are Eight: They differ from the 


other Twenty- nine by no other Circumſtance, than that the 
Commanders of thoſe on the Eſtabliſnment are appointed by 
the Lords of the Treaſury, and thole upon Incidents by the 
Commilhoners of the Cuſtoms. 


. "OE + IN conſidering the Increaſe or Dimunition which 


has taken place, ſince the Year 1782, 1 in the Number or in 
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the Ats unt of the Salaries and Emoluments of different 


Public Offices in the Department of the Cuſtoms, Vour 


Committee beg Leave to obſerve, that beſides the Reduction 


of Forty-fix Offices which has taken place ſince 1782, in 
Conſequence of the Recommendation of the Commiſſioners 


of Accounts, One Hundred and Four other Offices have 


been aboliſhed in this Department, by Authority of the 
Lords of the Treaſury, and of the Board of Cuſtoms: The 
Dimunition * therefore amounts already to One Hundred and 
Fifty Offices; and the Total Amount of Salaries thus aboliſhed 


_ orredueed, is £.9.773, 2s. 1d. This Sum, however, ſo far 
as it relates to the vacant Patent Offices, does not include the 

| Fees incident to them; and therefore does not expreſs the whole 
Gain accruing from their having fallen in, which according 


to their Value in 1784, amounts to . 12, 366. 115. 05d. per 


Annum. There are alſo One Hundred and Fifty more of 
the Offices, whoſe Suppreſſion was recommended by the 
Commiſſioners of Accounts, {till to fall in, from whence there 
will probably be another Gain to the Public of at leaſt 


. 30, 288. 135. 1024. per Annum, ſubject indeed to ſuch 


T Deductions as it may be neceflary to make out of this Sum, _ 


In favour of the efficient Officers who may be appointed to 
ſucceed to the active Part of the Offices ſuppreſſed ;—but at 
the ſame Time it is alſo to be kept in Mind, that the valued 
Produce of theſe Offices, in 1784, will probably be found 
hereafter to be much augmented by the ſubſequent Increaſe 
of Trade, and conſequent Increaſe of Fees. 5 | 


The Board of Cuſtoms have further 3 to Your 
Committee, that it is not only their uniform Endeavour and 
Practice, to make any Retrenchment in the Number or Pay 
of the Officers in their Department, which can be effected 
without Detriment to the Public Service ; but that there 


are ſeveral. Offices in London and the Out Ports, which, 
under the Authority of the Treaſury, or by the Reſolution 
of the —. itielt, are to be diſcontinued on the Firſt 


Vacancy ; 5 
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* hated to Your Committee, that the Board of Cuſtoms hass 
always proceeded gradually, and with ſo much Reſerve 1 in 
the Beginning, as often to require a ſubſequent Augmentation; ; 
and that the moit numerous Additions have been made in 
the Claſs of Officers who had no fixed Salary whatever, or 
| Salaries not exceeding L. 5 per Annum. Upon inſpecting the 


| Vacancy ; and others, the Propriety of whoſe Continuance 


many Inſtances an Increaſe has taken place, both in the 
Number and Pay of the Officers of the Cuſtoms, ſince the 
Fear 1782. The Number of Officers added is 444; and 
the Amount of the Salaries, either newly created or added to 


out of the 444, fall within this Deſcription; 200 more of 
theſe new Offices are limited to Salaries of different Sizes, 


others amount to /. 80 per Annum; beſides which, there 


Annum; One at J. 3 50 per Annum; and One at /. 400 per 
Annum: and although the inciraſed Amount of the Salaries 


various Articles of which this Sum 1s conſtituted, it will be 
444 new Offices, is not more than L. 11,500, that the Ad- 


ditions to old Salaries during the laſt Fourteen Years, is little, 


Offices in lieu of their Fees ; this laſt Item is not leſs than 
£12,000. The Subſtitution of Salaries 1 in lieu of Fees, was 
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1s to be taken into Conſideration as they become vacant. 
Your Committee have ſubjoined an Enumeration of the ſpe- 
cific Reductions which are at preſent in Contemplation®, | 


2 Your nies have to Shlerve, nevertheleſs, that in 


former Salaries, is J, 27,214. 75. 74d. 


In thus augmenting the Number of Officers, it is repre- 


annexed Returns +, it appears, that not leſs than 200 Inſtances, 


above £.5, and not exceeding £.50 per Annum; Twenty 


are Two at /. 100 per Annum ach; Eleven at £.200 per 
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appears to be £.27,214, 75. 73d. yet upon examining the 


found that the Whole of the additional Expence for theſe 


more than F. 3,500, and that the largeſt Article which ſwells 
the Total Sum, arises from the Compenſation made to certain 
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a Meafure ſtrongly recommended by the Commiſſioners of 
Accounts, and in theſe Inſtances has been deemed by the 
Board of Cuſtoms, to be of indiſpenſable e 


Upon comparing the Total Increaſe of N dix. 
J. 27, 214 7s. 744 with the Total Dimunition under the ſame 
Heads, viz. . 9,773 2s. 14. the Balance therefore will 


appear to be an Increaſe of £.17,441 5s. 674. but this Sum 
18 alſo ſubject to a further Reduction. 


„ The ERtabliſhment of. the 88 in the . of 
the Cuſtoms, beſides the Chinge of Syſtem already noticed, 
has alſo undergone ſome F luctuation in Number and Expence 


ſince the Year 1782. Thirteen new Cruizers have been 


appointed, at an Annual Expence of £.6,993. 165. 3d. a 
Part of which, ariſing from the increaſed Complement of 
Mariners, on Account of the War, is of courſe to be regarded 
as temporary ; but Fourteen other Cruizers have been dif- 
continued, the Expence of which was £.8,727. 105. 3d. fo 
that the Reſult exhibits a Dimunition of One Cruizer upon 
the Eſtabliſhment, and a Reduction of Expence amounting 
to £.1,733, 145. Deducting therefore this latter Sum from 
the Sum of £.17,441. * 624d. there will remain the Sum 
£41577 „„ | 


4. It is to be remarked, that beſides the Increaſe of Of- 
ficers and Salaries, an Increaſe has alſo taken place ſince 1782, 
in the Rate of Fees payable to the Officers of Cuſtoms ; and 
Your Committee have annexed a Statement of theſe Par- 
ticulars, ſo far as they have been enabled. The Board of 
Cuſtoms ſtate indeed, that they have no Cognizance whatever 
of the Fees taken by the Officers in this Department; and, 

wing to that Cauſe, the Account of Fees which they have 
returned, is therefore probably the leis perfect. Your Commit- 
tee are informed, however, by an Officer of great Experience 
(and to whole Skill and N upon this very Subject the 


Commiſſioners 
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W Commiſſioners of Account were formerly much indebted) 
chat moſt of the Inſtances of Increaſe in this Account of 
W Fees, have ariſen from an Increaſe of the Service itſelf, for 
Wich theſe Fees were formerly taken. A conſiderable Di- 
Z | minution in Fees*, however, has alſo taken place ; where 
= Salaries have been ſubſtituted in their lieu, the Fees of courſe 
have been totally aboliſhed ; and a Reduction or Diſcon- 
tinvuance of Fees has alſo taken place in various other Inſtances, 
& where the Service itſelf, for which they were originally paid, 
has either partially or entirely ceaſed : Both theſe Species of 
Diminution are exemplified in the Accounts annexed. | 
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5. Upon balancing the Eſtabliſhments, as they ſtood 
reſpectively in the Years 1782 and 1796 ; it appears upon the 
Whole, that the increaſed Number of Offices is 294, and 
that the Increaſe of Expence amounts to £.15,707. 115. 63d. 
S But in Order to form a juſt Eſtimate of the Neceſſity of this 
| Increaſe of Expenditure, beſides the ſeveral Conſiderations 


9 at BT 9 * 


ö already ſuggeſted, ſome Regard ſhould alſo be had to the 
N increaſed Produce of the Revenue itſelf; the groſs Amount 
: WW whereof appears to have riſen, between the Years 1782 and 
1 1796, from F. 3,965,723, to L. 6,381,902. 
1782 Engliſh Cuſtoms £.3,717,186 | 1796. Engliſh Cuſtoms 68. 118,391 

: Scottiſh - - = 248,537 | | Scottiſh — 95117 | 
. £-3:9651723 | : £ 56,381,902 


{Ai with the ſame View 1t 18 10400 proper to obſerve, that 
in the Year 1783, the Value of the Imports into England 
| amounted to L. 11,6 51,281, and the Exports from England 
amounted to . 13, 896,415; whereas, in the Year 1796, 


4 the Value of the Imports was Le 21,024,866, and the Value | 
5 of the ports C. 29,196,198. 
t- 


§ 3. IN the Courſe of the NCR Statements, Your 
Committee have thought proper to recommend, in Additon 


de 
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to the many nie! Reforms already introduced into the 
Department of the Cuſtoms, under the Sanction of the 
Reports of the Commiſſioners of Accounts, that certain other 
Meaſures, which have alſo the ſame Sanction, ſhould be 
carried into Execution; viz. 1. That the Iſſue of Ex- 
chequer Port Books ſhould be immediately ſuppreſſed; 
2. That the Priſage and Butlerage Duties and Duties on Coals, 
ſhould be re-veſted in the Crown; 3. That the Holydays 
ſhould be reduced, and the Hours of Attendance regulated. 
Your Committee beg Leave alſo to offer ſome further Obſer- 
vations, under the Genel Heads of 1. Accounts, 2. Offices, 
2 Oe 4. Laws, and 5. IN of Duties. 


1. The Accounts of the Cuſtoms were much. fi mplified by 
| the Conſolidation of Duties which took place in 1787. Since 
that Time, however, Eight new Branches of Duties have been 
created, which make it neceſſary to keep ſo many new and 

diſlinct Accounts; the fame Principle, therefore, which led 


to the original Meaſure, will, in the Opinion of the Board 
of Cuſtoms, require its further Fe | 


The Accumulation of Balances i in the Lands of the Re- 
ceivers, is a Conſideration alſo belonging to the Head of 
Accounts. With regard to the Receiver General of the 
Cuſtoms in London; it has already been ſtated, that the 
Balances upon his Accounts are made up every Saturday, and 
paid into the Exchequer on the Wedneſday following; but in 
the Exciſe, Stamp, and Salt Offices, the Interval of One Day 
only, takes place between the making up of the Weekly 
Accounts and the conſequent Pay ment ; as Your Committee 


ſhall have Occaſion to notice in 1 reporting upon thoſe Branches 
| of the Revenue. 


: It appears, however, that the Manner in which the Receiver 
General of the Cuſtoms for Scotland has been accuſtomed to 
pay over his Balances is 1 different; and although he 


, 


f 
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repreſents, that he lays before the Board at Edinburgh a 
Weekly Statement of the Cath in his Hands, and when the 
Balance appears to admit of it, the Commiſſioners direct a 
Remittance to be made thereout to the Receiver General at 


London, yet by the annexed Account it is manifeſt, that the 


preſent Receiver General of the Cuſtoms and Salt Duties 


(both of which are managed in Scotland by the ſame Board) 


retained in his Hands, on the 5th of January, 1796, a Net 
Balance of £.65,731. 125. $54. ; and that upon examining 
his ſucceſſive Monthly Statements, from 5th January 1796, 


to 5th April 1797, although his Balance appears in one 


Inſtance to have been reduced to J. 23,255, yet its Average 
Amount exceeded £.47,400 ; and that on the Sth of March 
1797, he had a Net Balance of C 74,895 


large in themſelves, and bear fo large a Proportion to the 


whole Amount of the Cuſtom Duties received for Scotland 
in the Year 1796, viz. £.263,511. 13s. 114. are of Opinion, 
S that ſuch Balances ought not to be ſuffered to accumulate in 
priv ate Hands; and that the Compenſation which the Re- 


ceiver General may be entitled to for his Services, ought to 
be made by a fixed and adequate Salary, but not by the Profit 


which he may be ſuppoſed to derive from the Uſe of the 
Public Money; a Mode of Compenſation always injurious 
to the Public, and often prejudicial in its Conſequences to 


che Individuals themſelves. It appears alſo that the Security 


given by the preſent Receiver General is only J. 25, 00; a 


Sum very inadequate to the Average Amount of his Balances. 
| And Your Committee have thought it their Duty to annex to 
this Report &, a Return which clearly proves that the Office 


may be reſpectably filled for a Compenſation not amounting 


to Half its preſent Proftts and Emoluments; and that a 
Reduction of its Profits might prevent the Means of making 


thoſe Arrangements which appear to_exzſt at preſent, and 


Q which 


= 
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115. 91d. Your 
Committee, therefore, obſerving that ks Balances are ſo 
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which are at all Times liable, fon their Nature, to become 
injurious to the Public Intereſt. 


8 The Offices . to the Board of Cuſtoms appear 
to have been fo carefully inveſtigated by the Commiſſioners of 
Accounts, and their ſpecific Plan for ſuppreſſing the ſeveral 
Claſſes of uſeleſs Departments and Officers, has been ſo 
generally approved, that Your Committee think it of great 
Importance to have that Syſtem of Reform placed beyond 
the Reach of future Infringements, and eſtabliſhed by poſitive 
Law. With regard to the effective Officers upon this Eſta- 
 bliſhment, Your Committee would alſo recommend, that 

beſides a general, though not invariable Rule of Promotion 
5 by Seniority, a further Reward ſhould be held out to thoſe 
who may continue in this Line of the Public Service, till Age 
or Infirmities oblige them to retire, either by the Eſta- 
bliſhment of a Superannuation Fund, or by authorizing the 
Board of Cuſtoms to make Proviſion in all ſuch Caſes. This 
Meaſufe is expreſſiy recommended by the Third Report of 
the Commiſſioners of Cuſtoms, who acted under the Stat. 
29. Geo. 3. c. 64; and it is conſiſtent with the Practice of 
many other Branches of the Public Service, and was uniformly 
approved of by the Commiſſioners of Inquiry. It has alſo 

occurred to your Committee, that a Fund may be eaſily found 
for this Purpoſe in the Cuſtoms, if Parliament ſhould think 
fit to appropriate to this Uſe the accumulated and growing 
Produce of the Fees which ſtill continue to be received from 
the vacant Patent Offices. A large Proportion of theſe* Fees 
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The Fees taken on Account of Patent Offices vacant, have, in 

Obedience to the Directions of the Lords of the Treaſury of the 12th of 
8 February 1790, from Time to Time, been applied, together with the 
growing Intereſt thereon, to the Purchaſe of Stock in the 3 per Cent. Con- 
ſolidated Annuities, and the Sums ſo veſted be on the 27th of 
January laſt to J. 74.083. 175. gd. and ſtand in that Stock in the joint 
Names of Thomas Boone, and William Hey, Eſquires, Commiſſioners, 
my Auguſtus Pechell, MI; Receiver General of the Cuſtoms. 
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is regularly | inveſted in C. 3 per Cent. Conſolidated Bank An- 
nuities, together with the growing Intereſt ; and there is now 


ſtanding, in the Names of Two of the Commiſſioners. of the 


Cuſtoms, and of the Receiver General of the Cuſtoms, the 


Sum of £.74,083. 175. gd. purchaſed by theſe ne 


mo 1 to the Public Service. 


It is alſo the Opinion of your ee that if fixed and 
net Salaries could be given to each Officer, proportionate to 


his Services, the general Arrangement would be much im- 


proved; inſtead of leaving their Compenſation to depend 
upon their having additional Places or Employments in other 


Situations, or upon their caſual Receipt of Fees. Vour Com- 
mittee have annexed an Account of the Penſions, Places, 
and Employments holden by the preſent Officers of the Cuſ- 
toms, unconnected with their Duties in this Department, but 
they forbear to make any Remarks upon this Subject in this 
Place, meaning to reſerve them for future Statement, as ap- 


plicable generally to all the Departments W have come 


under their Examination. 


5 1 | The Abolition of Fees is a Meaſure, which for many 
Reaſons, Your Committee think it their Duty to ſubmit to 
the Conſideration of Parliament. The Independence of the 
= Revenue Officers, the Relief to the Trader, and the Security 
= of the Revenue, are all involved in this Queſtion. The 
= Merchants of London, and thoſe reſident at ſeveral of the 


Out Ports, when conſulted in 1791, approved of this Mea- 


ſure ; and the Opinion of the Commiſſioners. of Accounts, 


that of the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms who viſited the 
Out Ports, and that of the preſent Board, all concur in the 
Propriety of the Abolition. But the main Difficulty whieh 


has been ſtated conſtantly, as obſtructing the Execution of 


the Plan, is the Neceſſity of providing a Fund for Com- 
penſation to the ſeveral Officers whoſe Fees are to be abolithed ; 
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the Total Amount of theſe Fees, according. to the Repre- 
ſentation of the Commiſſioners, under Stat. 29 Geo. 3. c. 64, 
amounted, in 1788, to the Annual Sum of (. 133,805. 6s. 3. 
out of which the Fe ees of the Out- door Officers were about 


W 7 + 45400! O0. 


Vour F have upon the preſent occafion thought | 
fit to call for a Statement of the Fees received in the Port of 
London, in two ſeveral Periods of Peace and War; from 
which it appears that their Total Amount, in 1784, was 
L. 64, 09g. 18. od.; and in 1788, f. 64, 364. 165. 04d. ;--- 
that in 1794, they were L. 67, 27. 25. 9d.; in 1795, 
. 66, 396. 05. 249. z and in 1796, C. 79,782. 155. 94d. ADe- 
tail of the component Parts of theſe Sums is annexed, and from 

thence it appears, that ſo much of theſe Fees as was received 
by the Out-door Officers for the Port of London, amounted in 
1794, to C. 20, 848. 45. 41d.; in 17955 to C. 21,635. 186. 93d. 

and in 1796, to J. 25,391. 13s. 64d. This latter Object is 
the narroweſt Point to which any Propoſal of Abolition can 
be reduced, in order to procure any very maaberial Advantage 
I to the Revenue or the Trade. 


Ma 0 Plan indeed has b kitherts propoſed 90 pro- 
viding a Compenſation adequate even to the leſſer Object; nor 


zs it perhaps very eaſy to find an eligible Mode. It has been 


repreſented; however, to your Committee, that an adequate 
Proviſion for theſe Fees might be conveniently and fairly 
obtained, by laying a {mall Duty for this Purpoſe on a few of 
the principal Articles of Imports; apportioning this Duty ac- 
cording to the Share which the Trade of each Country con- 
tributes to the whole Trade of Great Britain; and that for 
this Purpoſe it might be expedient to arrange in diſtinct Claſſes 
the ſeveral Countries whoſe Products are _ ſimilar ; for 
Example, the Countries on the Baltic. Germany and 
Holland. 3. All other Countries in the South of Europe, 


and to the Southward of it. 4. Africa, 5. The Eaſt FI: 
| c 
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* The Britiſh Northern Colonies, and the States of America. 
7. The Weſt Indies; and 8. Ireland. According to this 
Arrangement, if the whole Sum wanted were C. 25,000 per 
Annum, and the Baltic Trade, for Example, be equal to One 

"Tenth of the whole Trade, the Products of the Baltic, viz. 
Iron, Hemp, Timber, &c, would have to contribute about 
J. 2,500 : And thus the Burthen would be rateably divided - 
in the Way moſt likely to diminiſh its Weight upon each 
Part. Your Committee, having received this Statement 
upon Teſtimony the moſt competent to the Subject, think it 
their Duty to ſubmit it to the Houle for further Diſcuſſion, if 

the Object itſelf ſhould be brought under Conſideration. 
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to the Laws of the Cuſtoms, Vour 
Committee nd them to be voluminous 1 in Bulk, in- 
tricate in their Petails, and comprehending not leſs then 
Twelve Hundred Articles upon which Duties are levied; 
about Nine Hundred of theſe are ſubject to rated Duties, 
and the reſt are charged ad Valorem. They find also, that 
the Statutes relative to the Cuſtoms alone, fill at preſent Six 
large Volumes in Folio, that they are unprovided with 
any printed Index; and that the Compilation itſelf, even in 
this State, is not publiſhed, nor can it be commonly obtained 
by Purchaſe. 


4. Upon adyer 


Out of the Total Number of 1,200 Articles, upon hich 
the Duties of Cuſtoms attach, there are not more than 160 _ 
= which appear upon the Annual Accounts preſented to Parlia- 
ment, as yielding the Sum FL. 1,000 and upwards; the remain- 
ing 1,040 fall under the general Head of © Sundry ſmall Ar- 
ticles,” and do not produce, in the Whole, more than from 
£-85,000 to C. 1 10, ooo per Annum; each of theſe Articles, | 
- nevertheleſs, has ſome ſpecial Regulation belonging to it, and 
the accumulated Maſs of theſe Details has rendered the whole | 
= Syſtem much too complex. 


g 
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By the Evidence of Perſons having long and extenſive Ex. 


perience in the Commercial and technical Details of the Laus 
of the Cuſtoms, your Committee are warranted in ſtating moſt 
_ decidedly, that a Conſolidation and Simplification of the Laws 
of the Cuſtoms, would greatly contribute to ſecure and increaſe 


the Collection of the Revenue. By a Simplification of theſe 


Laus, the Revenue Officer would be enabled to execute his 
Duty with more Promptitude and Safety; the Merchant 


would better know how to tranſact his commercial Concerns 


with the Revenue; and the Foreign Trader would have 
the Means of avoiding thoſe Errors which fo frequently ex- 
pole his Property to Seizure, for the Omiſſion of Forms 
which it is almoſt impoſſible that he ſhould know to be ne- 
ceſſary. And it has been repreſented to Your Committee, 


that all the Laws of the Cuſtoms might be clearly and cor- 
rectly arranged under the Heads of Exportation, Importa- 
tion, and Carrying Coaſtwiſe or Internally . That the Prin- 
ciples being few, the Text of the Law might be comprized 
within a narrow Compaſs, and the Details of Enumeration be 


— diſtributed into ſeparate Schedules for each Claſs of Articles. It 
appears allo, that the Attention of the Executive Government, 
and of t he Officers of the Cuſtoms, has already been directed in 
ſome Degree, to this important Object; and its Execution, how- 
ever difficult, has not been thought by them to be impracti- 
cable. Probably, however, the final Completion of this 
Work muſt be delayed, until returning Peace ſhall have en- 
abled Parliament to conſolidate all the Duties which have 


deen created ſince the general Conſolidation Act; and to 


place upon a permanent Baſis many of thoſe Commercial Ar- 
rangements with Foreign Countries, which now depend upon 
temporary Laws, or Orders of Council; in ſuch an Event it 


is alſo poſſible, that many new Commercial Relations may 


ariſe with other Countries, which will equally require Atten- 
tion in reviſing the Code of our Commercial Juriſprudence. 
CT . 
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5. Your Committee cannot conclude their Report upon 
this important Branch of the Revenue, without ſubmitting to 
the Conſideration of the Houſe, a Meaſure recommended by 
the higheſt Authority in Matters of Commercial Policy, and 
ſupported by the ſtrong Teſtimony derived from anenlightened 
and extenfive Obſervation of practical Details. It is conceived 
that the Produce of the Cuſtoms might be greatly increaſed 
(and the Charges of Management diminiſhed, if not poſſi- 
tively, yet comparitively, by the Increaſe of Income) if Means 
could be found for adopting the Syſtem of warehouſing Goods 
imported, and bonding the Duties, withouta ctually levying 
them till the Goods are taken our for Home Conſumption. 
That the Application of this Principle is juſtified by the preſent 
Uſage in the Caſe of Tobacco; and that all the moſt important 
Advantages of the ſame general Plan might be obtained, by 
extending the Practice to a very few of the largeſt Articles of 
Importation.— The Policy of ſuch a Meaſure, carried even 
to a wider Extent, has been certainly long ſince ſanctioned 
buy the ableſt Writings;* and Your Committee are now war- 
ranted, by the Official Opinion of the preſent Inſpector Ge- 
& neral of the Commerce of the Empire, in recommending its 
limited Execution, as ſafe for the Revenue, and as likely to 
be productive of very great National Advantage. 


July 19th, 1797. 


* Wealth of Nations, 3d Vol. Book III. c. 2. 
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Supplement (A.) Report IV. 


Mr. IRVING's Evidence, in Anſwer to Queſtions propoſed 
by the Committee, upon the Charges of Management 
incurred in the Collection of the Public Revenues, 


8 %%% 
0. TI Committee obſerving that you lay Annually before 
e Parliament an Account of the Revenues of the Cuſtom: 

of Great Britain, they wilh you to ſtate to them the Charges ot 


Management incident to this Branch of the Revenue, by diſtin. 


guiſhing (for as many Years paſt ſince the Year 1782 as you can 
correctly) the Groſs Receipt of the Cuſtom Duties in each Year, 
their Net Produce, and the Rate per Centum for which the Groſs 
and Net. Produce are obtained by the Public 7 ee ne 
A. Previoully to my giving a direct Anſwer to this Queſtion, 
I feel myſelf called on to explain ſome Circumſtances eſpe- 
cially connetted with the Cuſtoms, which materially influence the 
Charges of Management of that Branch of Revenue. The Exciſe, 
the Stamp Office, &c. are merely Boards of Revenue, and the Ex- 
penſe incurred by them is confined to the immediate Object of ma- 
ing and ſecuring the Collection, whereas the Cuſtoms embrace two 
diſtin Objects of great national Importance: Firſt, the Collection 


of a Groſs Revenue of upwards of / 6,000,000, Secondly, the carry 


ing into Effect the Laws of Navigation and Trade, upon which the 
Seurity of the Empire, and the Protection and Encouragement of the 
Commerce and Manufacture of theſe Kingdoms ſo eminently de- 
pend. But in ſtating the Expences incurred by the Management 
of the Cuſtoms, it is impoſſible to ſeparate the Charges applicable 
to Regulations of Navigation and Trade, from thoſe which apply 
more immediately towards ſecuring the Revenue. In forming a 
Compariſon between the Expences of tlie Cuſtoms and the other 
Branches of Revenue, there is a further Conſideration to be at- 
tended to:—It has been found expedient to divide the Collection 
of ſome of the moſt important Articles of Duties on Imports be- 
tween that Board and the Exciſe, in order the better to ſecure the 
Revenue, by checking the Inland Tranſit of Goods which may 
| have been clandeſtinely introduced to the Shore, and to which 
the Exciſe only 1s competent, ſuch as Cocoa Nuts and Coffee, Fo- 
reign Spirits, Tea, Tobacco, and Wines, the Duties of which 
in Principle are Cuſtoms, though near . g. ooo, ooo of theſe 
Duties are collected by the Exciſe. Thus whilſt a large Portion 
of the collection of the above Sum has at different Periods been 


transferred 


43.24 
Do” 
47 
1H 
fd 
5 
85 
8 
3 
es 
„ 
8 
N 
8 
3 


ch 


4 
& 
* #5 p 
* 
"2 
E 
* 
. 
ia 
7 
Iz EP 
= 4.4 
Wy, 
* 
. 
* 
3 
"=o 
8 
2 * N 
_ 

7 2108 
6 
47% 

: 
5 
3 
4 BY 
8 
138 q 
2 
* 
1 
* 
3 
"RIO 
3 8 
_ 
3 = 
OS 
1 
4 * * 
- ES 
1A Jo 
» 56) 
oi 
Py 
1 
3 
A 
. x | 
= F 
4% 
== 
Bc 
Re 
_£34F 
6% 
1 

. 
1 
"= 
"4:85 
8 
3 
i 8X 
<< 
E 
FX 
3 
8 
„ 
8 
8 
— 

2 
SY 
% 34 
W 
- 
* 
1 
. 

2 
- © "Mp 

NR 
20 
Bu 

1s. 
RES 
BE: 
8 

v - 
A 
17 Wh 
I 
„ 
„ 
— * 

* 
i F 

E 
14 VF 
E 

3 

5 

FS © 
LE 
ou 

E. 


A 


898 


SE Se i CT Ms Es al 
J ——˙dꝙl 
2 n =». 37 — Yo 7 1 


sSvrrrrurxr (A.) Report V. 37 


transferred from the one Revenue to the other, the Expences of 
levying the Cuſtoms on thoſe Articles has but in a ſmall Degree 
been diminiſhed thereby. The Charges attending the Execution 
of the Quarantine Duty are paid out of the Cuſtoms; this Service, 
the Expence of which conſiderably ſwells the Management, cannot 
be conſidered as in any Degree connected with the Collectien of 
the Revenue of Cuſtoms, the Object being a National Concern for 


the general Security of Health, By Net Produce, I underſtand 


the Sum which remains after deducting Drawbacks. Re-payments | 


and Bounties of the Nature of Drawbacks; likewiſe Ch-rges of 


Management, and other incidental Expences to which the Collection 
muſt at all Times be ſubject. And here it will be neceſſary to 
mention, that there is a Stage of Payments in this and ſome of the 
other Revenues, between the Net Produce and the Exchequer Re- 
ceipt, which may be conſidered as an Anticipation of Iſſues out of 
the Exchequer, applicable to National Purpoſes. Amongſt theſe 
are the Bounties paid for promoting the Extenſion of our Fiſheries 
and for the encouragement of ſeveral Branches of our Manufac- 


tures. In the Cuſtoms theſe Bounties are at all Times very 
conſiderable, and in ſome Years they amount to a very large Sum. 
For Example, laſt Year the Bounties paid on the Importation of 


Corn, and the Premiums for raiſing Seamen, by the Act of the gg5th_ 
of the King, amounted to upwards of £.600,000, Prior to the Con- 
ſolidation Act, the Accounts of the Cuſtoms were not kept in ſuch 


2 Manner as to enable me to ſtate the Rate per Centum of che 
Charges on the Net Produce; and in the Year ſubſequent to the 


paſſing of that Aft, the Accounts of my Office were not brought 
to ſuch a ſtate of Regularity, that I can ſpeak with Accuracy as to 
that Year, and therefore I cannot carry. the Account farther back 


than the Commencement of the Year 1 789. 8 
I now come to give an immediate Reply to the Queſtion : 3 
An Account of the Groſs and Net Produce of the CUSTOMS 
ok Great Britain in the following Years, with the Rate per 


Cent. of Expences for which the fame was collected. 


ee this Account inſerted in the Text of the Report p. 6. | 


| No. 2. 1 „ 
Q. Have you any authentic Means of aſcertaining the Rate per 
Centum of Shares incurred in the Collection of the other Branches 
of Public Revenue, diſtinguiſhing the Groſs Produce and Net Re- 
ceipt of each Branch, in the ſame Mode as the Committee has de- 
bred-with Reſpect to the Cuſtoms? V ? 
A. My public Capacity extends 10 the Cuſtoms only, but in my 
private Situation, from my — confidentially employed in pre- 


"x 
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paring Annually a Statement of the Revenues of the Empire, I pof. 
leſs the Means of aſcertaining the Charges incurred in every Branch 
of the Revenue. 5 . . 


ne . 3 
O. From what authentic Documents do you derive this In. 
MT J 
A. From official Accounts, ſigned by the proper Officers, tranſ- 
mitted to the Treaſury, and thereafter delivered over to me. In the 
Cuſtoms I derive the Information from my own Office. 
VVV FTF 
DO. Do the ſeveral Revenue Boards in Lond e ſuch Ma- 
terials. as would enable their Officers to give correctly and ſpeedily 
the Information now deſired by this Committee? 
A. The Exciſe and Salt Boards in London certainly cannot, be- 
cauſe the Two Boards in Scotland render no Accounts to the 
Boards in England; the only Official Connection, conſiſting in the 
Scotch Boards making their Remittances to the- Exchequer through 
the Medium of the Receivers General of the Englith Board, 
9. Under theſe Circumſtances, the Committee defire that you 
. will flate to them, from the Official Documents which come before 


* 


vou, what has been the Groſs Receipt, Net Produce, and Rate - | 
CTent um, for which the ſeveral other Branches of the Public 


e- 
venue have been collected, during the ſame Period for which you 
have ſtated the Charges of Management upon the Cuſtoms, in- 
cluding ſuch Sums as may have been remitted to the Exchequer 
from the Britiſh Colonies, on Account of the Public Revenue col- 
lefed there; and the Committee further wiſh, that you would 
notice any peculiar Circumſtances affecting any particular Branches 
of the Revenue, which place them upon a Ground diſtinct from 
206 mtr oO C 86 
A. I will take the Liberty of anſwering the latter Part of this 
Queſtion firſt t:: ff 
Neither the Poſt Office nor the Hackney Coach Office can be 
conſidered, ſtrictly ſpeaking, as Boards of Revenue, and the Salt 
Day's under peculiar Circumſtances, | _ 
IT be Money ariſing from the Poſt Office may, in one Senſe, be 


conſidered as a Revenue, becauſe the Public aſſume an exclufive 


Privilege of conveying all Letters, upon which they impoſe a cer- 
tain Rate of Duty under the Name of Poſtage ; but in another Senſe 
it may, with great Propriety, be looked upon as a Profit 1 6. 
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from a Labour performed, and which is executed at perhaps a lower 
Rate than any other Service whatever, either of a public or pri- 
vate Nature. 5 ya PORES e 
Beſides the Salaries of the Poſtmaſters General, and the various 
Officers connected with the Management, the Poſt Office is ſubject 
to ſeveral Charges of a ſpecial Kind ſuch as the Expences of 
Horſes, Carriages, Packet Boats, &c. &c, &c. It would be un- 
fair to ſtate theſe as Charges of Management, in comparing the Ex- 
pences of this Revenue with thoſe of others. The Improvement of 
the Revenue of the Poſt Office, chiefly depends on cauſes over 
which the Poſtmaſters General, or their Officers, have no In- 
fluence: The Extenſion of our Commerce, and of our internal In- 
duſtry, will neecſſarily increaſe the Correſpondence, and conſe- 
uently augment the Revenue. A ſtrict Attentiontto CEconomical 
Syſtem of Management, is the only active Part which the Poſt- | 


f maſters General can take in improving this Revenue; but in this 
they will no Doubt always have in View, that the Revenue of the 
ie Poſt Othce is a ſecondary Conſideration to a great Commercial 
E Country, where ſo much depends on the Facility, Diſpatch, and 
h 


Security with which Correſpondence is carried on. It will be 
neceſſary to obſerve, with relpef to the Expences of collecting the 
Duties on Salt, that although the Receipt in Money amounts to no 
more, on an Average of the laſt Three Years, than £. 509,000. as 
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ſtated in the Salt Account, yet there is an Expence incurred in *# 
bn guarding this Collection equal to an actual Revenue of upwards of 4 
hy . 2,400,000. From the natural Advantages we poſſeſs, in the $ 
3 vaſt Mines or Bodies of Rock Salt in the Weſtern Parts of this * 
80 Kingdom, we are enabled to underſell every other Country in that 8 
19 Commodity; hence great Exportations take place to various Parts 1 
8 of the World. In order to ſecure the Inland Revenue, it be- 9 
5 comes neceſſary that the Officers ſhould watch equally over the * 
. whole Salt manufactured, whether for Home Conſumption, for x 
1d Exportation, or for the Uſe of the Fiſheries. Although no Duty 9 
Es 1s collected on that Part which is exported, or applied to the 
1 Bente. yet as a Security to the Revenue, the whole is bonded, | 
and theſe Bonds are diſcharged either by the Duty being paid on 
= the Quantity delivered for Home Conſumption, or by Certificate 
on the Quantities exported, or uſed in the Fiſheries. The Two 
be latter, it is true, are mere Tranſactions on Paper, there being no 
alt Money received or repaid; but in order to ſecure the Revenue 
on the Quantity upon which the Duty is colleRed, it is neceſſary 
be to be equal] 9 over the Quantity intended for Exportation, 
ve or for the Uſe of the Fiſheries, as that which is delivered out for 
4 Home Conſumption : thus an Expence of a peculiar Kind at- 
iſe taches to this Branch of the Public Revenue. With reſpect to 
6 the Hackney Coach Office, I have only to obſerve, that the princi- 
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pol Function of the Commiſfioners conſiſt in their acling as a 
Court of Police, in ſettling Diſputes btween Individuals and 915 
Owners or Drivers of the Coaches. The only Public Revenue 
from the Plantatibons paid into the Exchequer, conſiſts in a mall 
Sum 1 r remitted on Account of Cuſtoms. 
"An Abeount bf t e Sten and Net Produce bf the ſeveral under. 
Mop; REVFENU Es, with the Amount of the Charges 

"IO Centumincurzed in 1 Management in the following Years, 


R Ra fo ab hd io Is See, 
1 — 


[See 445 Account inſerted | in the Text of the Report, p- 7 and 8. L 
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4 [IIS fr bT 


An RAbecpet of the Rate per Velten for which the Groſs and 
Net Ptoduce of the REVENvuE of Great Britain, the Poſt 
Office excepten, * was collected in the following Vears. 


be this Account inferted in the Text & the Report, p 9. 9] 


No. 6. 


be 838 deſire you will lay before them, if you hive 
5 ſufficient t Means, a view of the Revenues of the Britiſh Empire 
for the 2 7 1796, ene ſeveral Branches of the Re- 
venue, and the Amount of the Total Groſs Receipts upon each, 
with the ſeveral ſubſequent DeduQions thereout, eas the final Pay- 

ment. thereon made 1 into the Exchequer, 


_ Anſwer to this Quedion, 1 beg leave to reſer t to Account No. 6. 
| [Fee this Account inſerted, in the Text of the Report, p. 11 and 12 9 


a the Year 178g, the Value of the . into England . 
to C. 11,651,281, and Exports from England to { 13,896,415, 
whereas, in the Year 1796, 1 Value of the Imports amounted to 
£21 LAM ,866, nd the Value of the een to £ 29.196. + 4 


ws *: 


| Have ou Mey Knowled ned _ the Expences attendin the 
Cieaien of the Revenues of any of the other Countries of Eu- 
rope; and if you have, the Committee deſire to receive ſuch In- 
formation as you can give them on the Subject? 
A. I have looked into the State of the Revenues of many of the 
great Countries of Europe, as far 2s I have been enabled to procure 
the Means from Accounts which have been publiſhed, and in France, 
Auſtrian Flanders, and Holland, I made many perſonal Enquiries, 
when I was in thoſe Countries, put nothing is more difficult than 
10 obtain correct Information on a Subject of this Kind. In _ 
an 
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jand I am well ſatisfied that the Government never poſſeſſed any 
collective View of the Revenues, ſo as to determine the Amount 
of the Expencecs attending the Collection. Mr. Necker, in his 
Treatiſe on the French Finances, ſtates the Expences of collecting 
the Groſs Revenue of that Country at 10+ per Cent. but agreeable 
to his own Statement, he appears to have fallen into a Miſtake. 
He rejects, and in my Opinion with rg Propriety, the Expences 
attending the Adminiſtration of the Poſt Office, the Public Vehi- 
cles, the Mint, and the Management of the hn” phe, Mills, as 
Charges of Management; but in ſtating the Groſs Receipt on which. 
the Rate per Cent. of Management is to be eſtimated, he includes 
= the Net Produce of theſe Four Articles; whereas they ought to 
= have been rejected in the Sum upon which he makes his Eſtimate | 
= of the per Centage, ſeeing he brings no Charges of Management 
againſt them, He has likewiſe fallen into another ſmall Error in the 
Operation of the Figures, wherein he tries the Rate per Centum of 
the Management; however, as the one Miſtake in a conſiderable 
Degree counter-balances the other, the Reſult will turn out nearly 
what he ſtates; viz. 10+ per Cent. In One or Two Years which 1 
have tried from other Documents, the Charges of Management 
amount to upwards of 12 per Cent—And a Committee of the Con- 
ſtituent Aſſembly, conſiſting of ſome of the ableſt Men in France, 
tate in their Report of the 24th of June 1791, the Expences of the 
Collection of the Revenues of France under the old Government, 
at 113 Millions of Livres, or ſomewhat above 20 per Cent. The 
words of the Report are as follows: © © 
Que les anciennes Impoſitions coutoient 113 Millions de Frais 
de Perception ou de Regie, & une Somme incalculable de Frais 
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E *© litigieux,” | | | 
It may not be altogether unworthy of Obſervation, the Uncer- 
tainty with which Mr. Necker ſpeaks, either as to the Receipt of 
the Revenue of France, or the Charges of Management, though he 
Rood in the official Situation of Miniſter of Finance, and ſeems to 
have directed his Attention very much to the Detail of Financial 
Inquiries. In Great Britain, every Farthing drawn from the Sub. 

: ject on Account of the Public Revenues, ak all Deductions there- 
from, untill the Net Produce is paid into the Exchequer, and falls 
under the View of Parliament, can be aſcertained with a mathema- 
tical Accuracy, „ „„ 
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| Furſt REPORT of the Commiſſioners appointed to enquire into 
= the Emoluments of Officers of the Cuſtoms, 9 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of 
ER His Majeſty's Treaſury, N 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, 1 hve . 
5 YOUR Lordſhips having been pleaſed, by your Warrant 
dated the 12th of Auguſt laſt, to appoint us Commiſſioners for car- 
rying into Execution an Act of the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, 
intituled © An Att to authorize the Lord High Treaſurer, or the 
© Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, to appoint Two of the Com- 


c miffioners of the Cuſtoms in England, and One of the Com- 


* miſſioners of the Cuſtoms in Scotland, to enquire into the An- 
„ nual Amount of the Emoluments of Officers of the Cuſtoms, 
and other Perſons employed in that Revenue; as far as the ſame 
relates to the Emoluments received by the Officers of the Cuſtoms 


1 in the ſeveral Ports of England, _ 


And by your Inſtructions, dated the 14th of the ſame Month, 
do direct us that * in caſe any Sums have been received by thoſe 
Officers which appear to be dangerous to the Revenue, or 
_ * oppreflive to Trade, by the Largeneſs of their Amount,” we 
ſhould ſtate the ſame particularly to your Lordſhips. OT.” 
Me immediately iſſued our Requiſition to the reſpetiive Officers 
for ſuch Accounts, and proceeded to the Inveſtigation of ſuch 
Matters as were neceſſary to enable us to obey the Directions of the 
Act, and your Lordſhips Inſtruttionss 
We have viſited Thirty-four of the Out Ports, many of them 
very diſtant from each other; examined on Oath the greateſt Part 


of the Officers belonging to them, reſpecting the Amount and 


Origin of their Fees, and have had occaſional Conferences with 
the Merchants and Traders of ſome of thoſe Ports, in order to 
_ aſcertain their Sentiments concerning ſuch Fees, and the Effect 
they are ſuppoſed to have on Commerce. 
Me are now proceeding in our Enquiries perſonally into the 
Emoluments of the Officers in London, and are correſponding 
with thoſe at ſuch of the Out Ports as we have not been able, or 
did not think it neceſſary to viſit, The Extenſiveneſs and Intricacy | 
of the Inveſtigation, have prevented us from being prepared to 
make a general Report thereon, nor can we flatter ourſelves with 
the Hope of doing ſo for ſome Months to come. 
We e think it a Duty incumbent on us to repreſent to 
1 . that, during the Courſe of our Enquiry, it has 
een repeatedly ſtated to us, that the Coaſting Trade labours under 
great and oppreſſive Inconveniences; that the Perſons concerned 


2 thegein 


Voyage or Trip the 
| ſhort the Diſtance. © op 
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therein are, according to the preſent Laws, obliged to ſubmit to 
troubleſome, and, in their Opinion, unneceſſary Regulations, and 


to an enormous Expence in Stamps and Fees attendant on the 


Documents now required by Law; and that much valuable Time 
is ſpent in the procuring thoſe Documents, by which they fre- 
_y ſuſtain conſiderable Loſſes ; they therefore earneſtly re. | 
queſted we would ſtate theſe Grievances to your Lordſhips, and 


entreat your particular and ſpeedy Interpoſition in their Behalf. 
From the Repreſentations which have occaſionally come before 


vs as Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, we had Reaſon to expett we 
,.ould meet with ſome Complaints of this Kind, and the Obſerva. 
tions which have occurred to us at the Ports we have viſited, con- 


_ vince us they are but too well founded. By the Laws now in 
Force, Goods of every Deſcription, whether Britiſh or Foreign, 
put on board any Veſſel to be carried forth to open Sea, from one 


Port or Place to any other Port or Place in this Kingdom, are to 
be accompanied by a Coaſt Cocket, and before the Veſſel leaves the 


Port, the Maſter is to become bound with good Security in the 
Value of the Goods, for the Delivery thereof in ſome Port of 
Great Britain, and to return a Certificate of ſuch Delivery within 
Six Months, under the Hands of the Officers at the Port of Diſ. 
charge, upon Forfeiture of the Penalty of the Bond. WE 


— 


When this Cocket and Bond were firſt directed, almoſt every 


Article of Britiſh. Goods was ſubjett to Duty on Exportation ; 


and we preſume that the Legiflature was induced to require the _ 
general Uſe of thoſe Documents, to prevent ſuch Articles being 


clandeſtinely exported to Foreign Parts without Payment of Duty, 
under Pretence of their being intended to be conveyed Coaſtwife 
to a Britiſh Port. Dn 0 . 


The more enlightened Policy of later Times has relieved Britiſh 

Produce and Manuſactures from this Burthen, and by the 8th of 
Seo. 1ſt. C. 15. theſe Export Duties were, with ſome few Ex- 
ceptions, repealed; but notwithſtanding the Reaſons for which the 


Cocket and Bond were originally required, have been thus done 


away, except as to the Articles on which a Duty remains, yet theſe 
nſtruments are in general ſtill required in the ſame Manner as 
defore the paſſing of that Act, and they are even required on ſuch 
Articles as are now entitled by Law to a Bounty on Exportation. 

Ihe Expence of the Coaſt Bond, including the Stamps, and of 


the Sufferance, and the Certificate from the Port of Diſcharge, 
amounts on an 23 to about One Pound one Shilling for every 
Veſſel makes, however ſmall ſhe may be, os 
Market Veſſels trading between Ports at a ſmall Diſtance from 
each other, that make One and ſometimes Two'Trips in a Week, 
often. loſe a Voyage becauſe their. Freight will not — the 
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Cuſtom Houſe Charges. In the Courſe of our Enquiries, In. 
ſtances of this and other Kinds were ſtaged to us of Expences 
attending the Coaſting Trade, which occafioned Interruptions of 
= nee 3 an Nature, and threatened, in ſome Caſes, an Annihila- 
tion of t. Coons 5 5 ne 
When the Maſter of a Coaſting Veſſel happens to be in a Port 
diſtant from his Reſidence, and where he is not known, he ſome. 
times finds it difficult to procure a Surety, and the Sureties, or 
their Repreſentatiyes, are often (even where no Suſpicion of 
Fraud appears) put to great Trouble and Expence by the Certifi- 
cate not being produced from the Port of Diſcharge in due Time 
to cancel the Bond, as in ſuch Caſes the Bond is tranſmitted to 
the Court of Exchequer, and put in Suit. 
It frequently happens, that the great Diſtance between the Place 
of Shipping, and the Office where theſe Documents are iſſued, is 
the Cauſe of conſiderable Expence and Delay, and a Grievance 
Fo oo op D. .. ĩ ( 
The omitting to procure the legal Diſpatches, whether ariſing 
from Neglect in the Maſter, or from his Intention to ſave the Ex- 
pence, has been a continual Source of Trouble to the Proprietors 
of Goods ſent Coaſtwiſe: The Goods are frequently ſeized for 
Want of thoſe Diſpatches; the Proprietors are never able to re- 
cover them without Trouble and Expence, and there have been 
many Inſtances in which Goods ſo ſeized, where no Fraud could 
de intended, have been condemned from Want of timely Notice 
of the Seizure, or from the Ignorance of the Proprietors in not 
claiming them in the Court of Exchequer, within the Time the 
Law has preſcribed for that Purpoſe. „„ OT 
We therefore, for theſe Reaſons, beg Leave to ſubmit to your 
Lordſhips Conſideration the following Propoſal, which we preſume 
will afford a ſufficient Remedy for the Inconveniences we have 
ſlated, till your Lordſhips ſhall have the Means of conſidering the 
Subje& of Cuſtom Houſe Fees, in a more extenſive Point of 


. : P R O P O SAL. 1 0 1 
All Goods ſhipped Coaſtwiſe from one Port of Great Britain to 


another, to paſs by Sufferance and Tranſire, without Cocket or 
Bond, except as hereafter mentioned. Eg 5 
01-0901 1, BXCRPTIONS. th 
Goods liable to Duty on Exportation, or on being carried Coaſts 
wiſe, with an Exemption as to Horſes . 
Goods prohibited to be exported, either abſolutely or circum- 
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tantially. 
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rand: towards carrying into Execution the Purpoſes 6 
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Foreign Goods, on which the Duties on Importation amounted 
to 75. or upwards. _ 

In all which Caſes, Cockets and Bonds Aill to be required, but 
the Bond to be without Stamp. 
Cuſtom Houſe, London, 

"0h 208 a Too 


Second REPORT of the 6) VE} RL 8 to enquire 


into the Emoluments of Officers of the Cuſtoms. 


To the . Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of | 
His Majeſty's 19 


May 1t Cleats your Lordlhips, 


HAVING in a former Report ſtated the Progrefs e had 
an Att, 

paſſed in the 29th Year of His preſent! Majeſty, Chap. 64, under 
the Authority of which we were appointed, we now proceed to 


lay before your Lordſhips the Reſult of our Enquiries, ſo far as 


they relate to the Aſcertainment of the Annual Amount of the 


Emoluments of the feveral Officers and other Perſons employed in 


the Service of His Majeſty's Cuſtoms, whether arifing from Salaries, 
Fees; Perquiſites, Gratuities, or otherwiſe. | 


We required, from the ſeveral Perſons concerned, ſuch Keen: ; 
of their Emoluments, with the Particulars of which they were 
compoſed, and for ſuch Periods, as we deemed neceſſary to enable 
us to aſcertain the real Value of their reſpective Employments ; 


and that theſe Accounts might be framed with all poſſible Attention 


and Correctneſs, the Perſons to whom our Requiſitions were 
directed, were apprized, that it was likely they would be called 


_ N to ſupport the Truth of their reſpettive Returns by Oath. 


he Accounts rendered by moſt of the Officers in London, and in 
ſuch of the Out Ports where we conſidered a perſonal Inſpettion 
neceſſary, have been ſo verified. 

It frequently occurred that Officers, PR a Variety of Circum- 
ſtances, were not of themſelves competent to render accurate 
Returns of their Emoluments for a complete Year; in ſuch In- 


| ances the Defe&t has been ſupplied from other Sources of Infor- 
mation. The Allowances from the Crown were known to us, 
and where the Fee originated in an official Document, the Rate of 
2 was either founded in Law or long Uſage, Recourſe to the 


Books where thoſe Documents were regiſtered, furniſhed the 


Number and Annual Amount. In ſome Inſtances we received 


uſeful Information from Perſons who formerly held ſuch Situations, 
and where more than One Officer has been employed of the ſame 
Deſcription, 


* 
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Deſcription, and at the ſame Port, we have rt been able to 
procure from one or more of the Number, Accounts {ſufficiently 
authenticated to aſcertain the Emoluments of the Remainder ; and 
when Returns could not by any Means be obtained. for 2 later 
Period, we have adopted thoſe which were made for the Vear 1784, 
to the Commiſſioners appointed to examine and ſtate the Public 
Accounts. 

In an Inveſtigation 0 ade, we found it iinpoſßble that 

Preciſion could, in all Caſes be obſerved. Accounts of Money, 
with which no public Truſt is blended, but apprapriated ſolely to 
the Ule of thoſe who receive it, are not always accurately Be: : 
but upon the Whole, we have good Reaſon to believe, the Infor- 
mation we have procured, is as accurate, and as well authenticated, 
as the Nature of the Enquiry would poſlibly admit. 
In Order that your Lordſhips might be informed of the total 
Annual Income of the ſeveral Employments in the Cuſtoms, what 
Portion thereof is paid by the Crown in Salaries and other Allow. 
ances, and what by Individuals as Fees, Perquiſites, or Gratuities, 
we have conſidered each Department as completely full, without 
adverting to the accidental Circumſtances of temporary Vacancies; ; 
nor will this Mode of Statement much exceed the real Expence, 
becauſe the Vacancy of the Office never occaſions a Suſpenſion of 
the Fees annexed to it; and the incidental Charge neceſſarily in- 
curred by the Appointment of other Perſons to execute the Duties 
of ſuch Offices, falls very little ſhort of what may by ev to have 
been ſaved in the eſtabliſhed Salaries. 

The total Annual Amount of Salaries and Allowances, and if Fees, 
Perquiſites, and Gratuities, received in the Year 1788, is as follows, v2z. 


Salaries and Allowandts Semis Crown | — 259.333 11 OZ 
Deductions for Ta res — ᷑FTd 11377 7 15 : 
Net paid by the Grown PI | — be 247,956 0 11 
| 9 it Fe or 1 © 19,782 ies 5 
Amount of Fees, n and N ö 
Grataities 3 4 . 133-805 6 3 


— 1 83•587 19 51! 


8 to the Supeltpanicn Fund 2,886 e 
Payments to t Os =y 20,85 6 ; ; 0! 3 | 


X RES 


other Aſſiſtant? 
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This general Abſtraft we thought it neceſſary to ſtate here; but 
for your Lordſhips more particular Information, we beg Leave to 
refer to the Account, which we have the Honour to tranſmit with 


An Account of the Groſs Amount of the Emoluments re- 

* ceived by the Commiſſioners, Officers, and other Perſons 
8 ce e in the Service of His Majeſty's Cuſtoms in England, 
whether ariſing from Salaries, Fees, Perquiſites, Gratuities, or 
otherwiſe, excluſive of Shares of Seizures, Penalties, and 
* Compoſitions; together with the ſeveral Deductions made 
e therefrom, and the net Produce received by each Perſon, in 


che Year 1788. 


The Materials from which the ſaid Account is framed, are, in 


general, thoſe of the Year 1788, the Returns for that Year ap- 


pearing to. be' the moſt accurate, as well as the beſt authenticated ; 


but in Caſes, where Alterations have been made in the Emoluments 


of Officers, by additional Salaries or other Allowances from the 
Crown, which were likely to be permanent, ſuch Additions have 


been included, and the Circumſtances noted in the Margin. | 
The Mode of Inveſtigation which we have thought it neceſſary 


to purſue, has procured us much Information relative to the Service 
performed by each Officer in Conſideration of the Fee he receives, 


the Nature and Authority of his Claim, the Reaſonableneſs of its 


Amount in Proportion to the Duty performed, and how far it may 
be conſidered as burthenſome to Trade or injurious to the Revenue; 


it has alſo enabled us to form ſome Idea of the Truſt, Reſponſibility, 
and Labour of each Officer, compared with the Annual Amount 
of his Emolument; but as theſe Particulars are foreign to the im- 
mediate Object of this Report, we forbear, at preſent, entering 
further into the Subject, reſerving to a future Report our Obſer- 
vations ve Inf and alſo on thoſe other Matters to which, by your 


Lordfmps Inſtructions ſignified to us by Mr. Roſe, in his Letter 
dated the 29thof Auguſt, 17 89, our Attention was particularlydirected. 
The Account which we have tha Honour to lay before your 
Lordſhips, will, we preſume, be found to contain all the Informa- 
tion required by the Act, together /with ſuch Diſtinctions as will 


- ſthew the ſeveral Sources of the Officers grols Emoluments, and 
the different Deductions that have; been made therefrom; and we 

| Hatter ourfelves, that when your Lordſhips advert to the Extent of 
an Enquiry ſo minute in its Nature, comprehending ſo great a 


Number of Officers, and frequently attended with conſiderable 


Difficulty in Pg correct Information, we ſhall not be thought 
to have unneceſſarily 
1 of. us. „ 


elayed the Execution of the Duty required 
— eons | Third 
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Third REPORT of the Commiſſioners appointed to enquire 


into the Emoluments ot Officers of the Cuſtoms. 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of 
e His Majeſty's Treaſury. 


Z May it pleaſe Your Lordſhips, 


IN the Proſecution of the Duty to which your Lordſhips 
were pleaſed to appoint us, in purſuance of an Act, paſſed in the 


29th Year of His preſent Majeſty, Chap. 64. we have had the 


Honour to lay before your Lordſhips Two. Reports, the Firſt, dated 
the 29th January, 1790, ſtating the Progreſs we had then made in 
our Enquiry, and ſubmitting ſome Obſervations and Propoſals 
relative to the Coaſting Trade, which we found expoſed to ſuch 
heavy Expences, and other Inconveniences, as to demand our 
earheſt Attention. VV a 53 

Our Second Report, dated the 19th March, 1791, was confined 
to the Subject expreſsly mentioned in the ſaid Act; viz, * the Af. 
„ certainment ol the Annual Amount of the Emoluments of the 


S * ſeveral Officers and other Perſons employed in the Service of 
His Majeſty's Cuſtoms, whether ariſing from Salaries, Fees, 


« Perquiſites, Gratuities, or otherwiſe.” And having annexed to 
that Report an Account comprehending all thoſe Particulars, we 


now proceed to ſubmit to your Lordſhips, our Obſervations on the 
other Matters to which you were pleaſed to direct our Attention, 


as ſignified by Mr. Roſe, in his Letter, dated the 14th of Auguſt, 
1789. 1, | N | MY ; 1 
It ſeems, in the firſt Place, proper to notice the Authority under 
which Fees are at preſent received at the Cuſtom Houſe.  _ 
Of theſe Fees only a ſmall Part have the Sanction of Law; the 


| Claim for the Remainder is ſupported on the Ground of Uſage ; 


and except in ſome few Inſtances, or where recent Statutes have 


rendered new Regulations and new Documents neceſlary, ſuch 


Uſage is of ancient Date. . 


It was our Intention to have entered minutely into this Part of 
the Subject, and to have laid before your Lordſhips one general 


Account of the Fees now paid, ſp arranged, that the Amount of 
each, the Authority on which the Claim was grounded, the Nature 
of the Document or Service, and the Perſons to whoſe Uſe, and 
in what Proportions, the Amount was to be appropriated, might 
clearly and at One View appear; but notwithſtanding the Officers 
at each Port have moſt willingly given us every poſlible Informa- 
tion, and furniſhed us with Accounts which we believe to be 
accurate, yet ſuch is the Intricacy of the Subject, and ſo much do 
the ſeveral Ports differ from each other in the Deſcription, in the 
Nature, and in the Amount of thoſe Fees, that we apprehend 1 

| ; will 
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will not be practicable to frame therefrom One ont Table, that 
may be proper to be eſtabliſhed at every Port. 

We flatter ourſelves, that when your Lordſhips ſhall have con- 
ſidered the Propoſals which, in the Courſe of this Report, we 
ſhall have the Honour to ſubmit, you will approve of our directing 
ovr Attention principally to the Remedy of thoſe Inconventences 
and ill conſequences that attended the preſent Syſtem. 

It is important to conſider the Effect of this Syſtem on the Com. 


merce and on the Revenue of this Country, and how far the one 


may be oppreſſed by the Amount of thoſe ees, noo the other ex. 
poked to Injury by the Nature of them. 

In conſequence of your Lordſhips Directions to us, "ſignified by 
Mr. Roſe, in his Letter dated 23d September, 1789, it became a 


Part of our Duty to obtain a knowledge of the Sentiments of thoſe 
by whom the Fees in queſtion are paid, whoſe Intereſts are eloſel) 
connected with the Subject, and by whom the Inconveniences, if 
any exiſt, muſt be immediately felt; we therefore, at the principal 
Out Ports which we had an Opportunity of viſiting, vz. Briſtol, 
Liverpool, Hull, Newcaſtle, Sunderland, Lancaſter, Whitehaven, 
and Lynn, procured the Opinions of the Merchants and Traders 
reſident at each (who were convened in r Hr of Public 
. on the following Points, viz. 


On the Expediency of a total Abolition of Fees, 
On the Expediency of a partial Abolition of thoſe Fees, ope. 


be ng either on the Import, Export, or Coaſt Tride: 
On the Expediency of permitting the Officers of the Cuſtoms 


4 to take Fees, regulated by One general Table for alt the Out 


Poris, and eſtabliſhed by Law.” 
| Suppoſing i in either Caſe, where it may be netellary d . 


Pi br oy to the Officers of the Cuſtoms, for the Loſs of 
Fees, the Amount thereof to be raiſed by Duties on Goods and 
Merchandize, the Idea of a Tonnage Duty being abandoned. 


We had entertained Hopes, that on a Subject of ſo much Im- 
portance to the Intereſt of all the Perſons conſulted, more Agree- 
ment in Opinion would have prevailed, but the Fatt is, that the 


only Point in which we can trace any Coincidence in thoſe Opi- 


nions is, a Diſapprobation of the Propoſition for an entire Aboli- 


tion of Fees; but it is proper to remark, that the Subject ſeems to 


have been confidered by the Merchants and Traders, at each of 
theſe Ports, in an abſtract Point of View, and that the Anſwers to 


the different Queſtions, and alſo the Obſervations that theſe Gen- 


tlemen have ſuggeſted, appear to have been dictated by an Atten- 
tion to local Circumſtances, and to thoſe particular Branches of 
Commerce in which the Trade of each Place principally conſiſted; 
we are therefore under the neceſſity of referring your Lordſhips to 
the ſeveral Anſwers alluded to, and ſhall forbear making any fur- 
ther Comment — but proceed to A as we preſume is ex- 
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efted from us, our own Opinion on the Subjekt, and ſuggeſt ſuch 
Alterations as appear to us neceſſary. 

On mature Conſideration, we feel no Difficulty i in ſtating to your 
Lordſhips our decided Opinion, that an entire Abolition of Cuſtom 
Houſe Fees, and the Payment of every Perſon in that Department 
by the Crown, and the Crown only, would be a Meaſure highly 
beneficial both to the Commerce and the Revenue of this Country, 
as the former would thereby be exonerated from a Burthen which 
in many Caſes it cannot well ſupport, and the latter relieved from 
the Conſequences of a Connection between its Officers and the 
Merchants, improper in its Principle, and requently dangerous 1 in 
its Tendency and Effect. 

The Benefits that would accrue to Commerce by being entirely 
relieved from theſe Fees are obvious; but it is neceſſary to apprize 
| your Lordſhips of the great Expence i it might occaſion, | 
The Fees, Perquiſites, and Gratuities received in the Year 1788, | 
by Perſons employ ed in the Service of the Cuſtoms in England, 
excluſive of Allowances from the Crown and Shares of 8 
amounted to f. 133,805 6s. gd. 

In this Sum is included, the Annual Amount of Fees anriexed 
to ſome Offices now vacant, and of others that may properly be 
conſidered as uſeleſs; ſome Deduftion may be made on that Ac. 
count; nor ſhould the Remainder be conſidered as altogether a 
permanent Charge, as it might be expedient, and conſiſtent with 
Tuſtice, to reduce the Emoluments of fome Arenen on the 
Death or Removal of the preſent Poſſeſſors. 
| To ſecure the fair and juſt Payment of the Cuſtom Duties is our 

great Object in propoſing a total Abolition, The placing the 
Officers in a State of Independence on the Merchants would, in 
our Opinion, be productive of a conſiderable Increaſe in thoſe 
Duties, but to what Amount it is impoſſible for us to ſtate, or even 
to form any reaſonable Conjecture. 

How far the Whole, or any Part of the Erpence of carrying 
this Propoſal into Execution ſhould be made good by additional 
Impoſitions on Merchandize already ſubject to Duty, or by new 
Duties on Articles now exempt therefrom, or whether the general 
Situation of the National Finances will admit of ſo great an Ex- 
pence being defrayed out of the Public Purſe, are Matters on which 
we do not preſume to offer any Opinion, but ſubmit the Whole 
with great Deference to the ſuperior Wiſdom of your Lordſhips. 

Should an entire Abolition of Cuſtom Houſe Fees be deemed 
inexpedient, we ſubmit the Propriety of a partial Abolition of 
thoſe Fees, which would afford to fair Commerce Advantages 
certainly not unimportant, and to the Revenue much additional 
| Security: The Outlines of this Propoſal are as follow : _ | 
Io aboliſh every Fee received by any Officer of the Cuſtdins;” 

who, in the Courſe of his De. may be concerned in the Exa- 
| mination 
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mination or Aſcertainment of the Quantity or Quality of Goods 
of any Kind, whether imported, exported, or brought or carried 
Coaſtwiſe, or in the Delivery thereof, the Fees now claimed by 
tnt... 88 


All Fees on Documents to remain as at preſent. wy 
A new Eſtabliſhment to be framed, and the Salaries affixed 
therein to each Office, proportioned to the Truſt, Labour, and 
Reſponſibility annexed to it; ſuch Salaries not to be ſubje& to any 
Deduction, either for Taxes or otherwiſe,  _ 


Where the Income enjoyed by the preſent Poſſeſſor is more than 
is neceſlary to be 1 to the Office, ſuch Officer 
to be compenſate 


for his. immediate Loſs (provided his Claim is 
well founded) by an Annual incidental Allowance, ceaſing on his 
// ⁰ M ĩͤ- vd“... ĩͤ ß 
Ihe Salaries and incidental Allowancs of thoſe Officers, whoſe 
Fees may be aboliſhed, being thus made equal to the juſt Claims of 
each, the firſt Proof of Fee received ſhould be conſidered as a 


Breach of Truſt, and puniſhed with immediate Diſmiſſion, and 


 Incapacity of future Employment. id 5 
Having ſtated to * Lordſhips, that the Adoption of this Pro- 
| 1 would be productive of Benefit to Trade, and Security to the 

Revenue, it is neceſſary on theſe Points to be more explicit. 

The Fees paid by the Merchants and Traders to Perſons acting 


i in the Situations alluded to (uſually deſcribed as Out. door Officers) 
amount Annually to about 43, oo; a commercial Saving not 


only important as to the Sum, but attended with this further Ad- 
vantage, of placing the Out-door Buſinets at the ſeveral Ports of 
the Kingdom on an equal Footing. „ ; 


It may poſlibly be objected, that the Officer, under the propoſed 
Syſtem, will be leſs attentive to his Duty than formerly, and that 
Inconveniences to trade may ariſe from unneceſſary Delay; but in 
our Opinion there is little to be apprehended on this Ground; the 
Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, who are ever attentive to the Re- 


preſentations of Merchants, and ready to enquire into their Com- 


plaints, would a take ſuch Meaſures, in caſe of Miſ. 


conduct in any of their Officers, as would effeQtually prevent a 
Repetition of the Offence. _ V 
We beg leave to ſubmit to your Lordſhips the probable Effect 

this Meaſure would have on the Revenune 

The great Object of this propoſal is to diſſolve that Connection 
which now exiſts between the Merchant and the Executive Officer. 

The ſmall Pittance allowed by the Crown to moſt Officers of this 

Deſcription does not afford, even with the moſt rigid Oeconomy 

on their Parts, a decent Subſiſtence for themſelves and Families; 


4 


hence they are compelled by Neceſſity to a precarious Dependence 


on the Merchants; and that Fee, which was at firſt received as a 
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moderate Compenſation for Civility and Diſpatch in the juſt Diſ« 

charge of their Duty, and for which no legal Claim can be made, 
is frequently withheld, unleſs unjuſtiftiable Allowances in the 
Aſcertainment of the Quantity or Quality of the Goods are made 
in Return, and to a much larger Amount than the Fee paid. 
That the Revenue has greatly ſuffered from the Connection thus 
eſtabliſhed, and the dependent State to which the Officer 1s reduced, 
is unqueſtionably true; our late Inveſtigation has furniſhed us with 
fome Proofs, and the Execution of our Duty as Commiſſioners of 
the Cuſtoms with many others; but it is not our Intention on this 
Occaſion to enter into the Circumſtances of particular Frauds, or 
to aſſert the general Prevalence of ſuch Practices; but, reaſoning 
from Fatts which we know to be true, and in the Hope of reme- 
dying an exiſting Evil, and of preventing further Depredations on 
the Revenue, we feel it our Duty ſtrongly to recommend this Pro- 

poſal to your Lordſhips Conſideration, _ VV 
In the Event either of a general or partial Abolition of Fees, the 

Formation of a new Eſtabliſhment becomes unavoidably neceſſary; 
but, independent of either of theſe Propoſals, ſuch a Meaſure, 


in our Opinion, deſerves particular Attention, 


Me have always conſidered the better and more equitable Ar- 
rangement of the Salaries and Allowances to the ſeveral Officers 
and other Perſons employed in the Service of the Cuſtoms, as a 
principal Object of the preſent Enquiry, and we are directed by 
our Inſtructions, to prepare the neceſſary Minutes for that Purpoſe. 
To this Part of our 8 have not been inattentive, and we 
ſhall be enabled to lay before your Lordſhips, in caſe we ſhall re. 
ceive your Commands for that Purpoſe, the Reſult of our Obſer- 
vations on this Head ; but as the Regulation of Salaries to Officers 
muſt depend on the Meaſures which your Lordſhips may think 
proper to be adopted with regard to the general Abolition, or the 
Continuance of any of the preſent Fees, we have forborn to offer 
a ſpecific Propoſal for a new Eſtabliſhment of Salaries, till your 
Lordſhips Determination on theſe Points ſhall be known ; but we 
nevertheleſs think it a Duty incumbent on us to obſerve, that the 
Emoluments of many of the Perſons employed in the Service of 
the Cuſtoms, incluſive of Fees, are at preſent very inadequate to 
the Nature and Reſponſibility of their Offices, and in ſeveral In- 
ſtances ſo ſmall as ſcarcely to allow them, even with the moſt rigid 
Economy, the Means of Support; whilſt, on the other Hand, the 
Incomes annexed to ſome.Qftices is greater than is neceſlary to be 
continued on the Appointmentof Succeſſors to the preſent Occupiers. 
In conſidering the Subject of a new Arrangement of Salaries, 
the Queſtion, How far it may be proper to make any Alteration in 
the preſent Number of Perſons employed, naturally preſents itſelf, 
We preſume, that what we ſhall have occaſion to ſuggeſt on this 
Particular, ſhould form a r for a new Eſtabliſhment. 
| 5 | | _ in 
oe 


viding in ſuch Caſe for their future Support. 


— 
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in caſe your Lordſhips ſhould deem ſuch a Meaſure neceſſary, and 
wherein the Reaſons for every Alteration propoled may be parti- 
cularly ſtatee. F . 
It has been our leading Principle, in what we have now offered 
to your Lordſhips Conſideration. to recommend, that the Officer 
ſhould be rendered intirely independant of the Merchant ; and that 
his Salary from the Crown ſhould always afford him (Regard being 
had to public CEconomy) a decent Maintenance, ſuitable to his 
Situation; a Meaſure in our Opinion ſo indeſpenſably neceſſary, 
that we are inclined to believe no other Regulations can effettually 
ſecure that Zeal and Fidelity in the Executioh of official Duty, 
which are ſo eſſentially requiſite for the Benefit of the Service and 
Security of the Revenue. )))) 88 
Purſuing this Principle, we take Leave to advert to the Situation 
of an Officer, whom Age, Accident, or Infirmity may reduce to 
abſolute Want, by.rendering him unable to attend the Duties of his 
Office, and thereby depriving him of any Claim to its Emoluments. 
It ſeems expedient to do away the Impreſſion that the Probability 


of ſuch an Event may make on the Minds of many, and to prevent 


dhe ill Effects it might produce on their official Conduct, by pro- 


It is true, there is a Fund eſtabliſhed for the Purpoſe of relievin 


Perſons ſo circumſtanced. This Fund is principally ſupported by 


Deductions from the Pay of the inferior Officers, which they can 
but ill afford to part with, and receives occaſional but uncertain 
Aid from the MulQs, which are ſometimes inflicted by the Com- 
miſſioners, by Way of Puniſhment of Offenders, being appropriated 
to its Uſe; but this Fund is by no Means adequate to the fair Claim 
that might be made; the Aſſiſtance it affords is ſmall in its Amount, 
and the Objects relieved but few in Number, oe Rs + O02 ] P 
On carefully conſidering this Subject, it appears to us, that we 
are warranted, as well from the Proſpect of general Beneſit to the 
Revenue, as from Ideas of Juſtice and Humanity towards Indivi- 
duals, in recommending to your Lordſhips, to authorize the Com- 
miſſioners of the Cuſtoms to make ſuch Annual Allowances to 
Perſons employed under them, who from Age, Accident, or Infir- 
mity, may no longer be capable of executing their Duty, as will 
afford them the Means of Maintenance during the Remainder of 
their Lives, and that the Benefit ſhould be extended to all whoſe 
known Neceſſity renders them proper Objects, and who may not 
have forfeited their Claim by ill Conduct. ro 

Having uſed our beſt Endeavours to carry into Execution the 
Purpoſes of the Act, which occaſtoned our Appointment, and to 
pay a proper Obedience to the Orders we have received from your 
.ordſhips, we have only to add, that the Whole is moſt reſpect- 
fully ſubmitted, ——« << 1 Fe | 

_ Cuſtom Houſe, London, 
340d. May, 1791. 
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| RETURN reſpeRAing HOLYDAYS. 


THE Select Committee of Finarics having noticed. e that the 
* Board of Cuſtoms is of Opinion that Regulation is much wanted, 
for rendering the Holydays in their Department leſs nume- 
* rous,” and having in conſequence iſſued an Order, dated the 

on Ultimo, direfting that there be laid before that Committee, 


An Account of ſuch Regulation reſpecting Holydays, as 
in the Opinion of the Board of Cuſtoms would be moſt bene- 
* fictal for the Public Service in their Department, ie Board 

the Reaſons for keeping ſuch Holydays, if any, as the Board 
may be of Opinion ought to be kept ; alſo, 


An Account whether any, and what Alteration have been 
* made in the Hours of Attendance in any, and which Offices, 
he within the Department of the Cuſtoms, lince the Year 1785.” 


The 88 of the Cuſtoms have in Obedience thereto, 
cauſed the following Liſts to be prepared, . 


« A Liſt of the Holydays at preſent kept by the Officers of 
2 85 the Cuſtoms, throughout the Year, in London.“ 5 


ME A Liſt of the Holydays propoſed by the Bond of Cuſtom: 


66 to be dope in future.“ 


Which Liſts the Colas / lay before the Com- 
mittee, and, purſuant to their Order, have to obſerve, that the 
Reaſons che Board aſſign for propoſing to keep the Holydays men- 
tioned in the latter, are, Regard to the Service of the Church, 
and 1 to the Royal Family. : 


The Commiſſioners further late, that the Hours of the At- 
tendaiice of the Officers of the Cuſtoms are eſtabliſhed by Law; 
and that no Alteration has been made therein ſince the Year 1785, 


Board of Cuſtoms, 
July 1, 1797. 
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8 A LIST of che HOLYDAYS, at preſent kept by the Officers of 
| the Waben throughout | the Year, in e 


Citeu heißen ee Peter 


Epi phany 5 St. James 8 
Queen's Birth Day kept | Lammas Day _ 5 
Converſion of St. Paul Prince of Wiles's Birth Dey 
King Charles 1ſt's et een St. Bartholomew 
Purification | London Burnt . 
St. Matthias ER An St. Matthew 
_ Aſh Wedneſday ( EKing's Coronation 
Annunciation £ | St. Michael | 
| Good Friday e St. Luke 
Eaſter Monday Eing's Acceſſion 
Faſter Tueſday | St. Simon and Jude 
St. George J;ͥͤͥĩ⁰.v1 0T OREA 0 
JJ... 0-2: King William's bid E 
St, Philip and James TY, Papill' J Conſpiracy p 
Aſcenſion Day Lord Mayor's Day 0 
Queen's Birth Day - I St. Andrew . : 
Whitſun Monday St. Thomas c 
Whitſun Tuelday {| Chriſtmas Day UG 
King Charles's Reſtoration — St. Stephen 1 
King's Birth Day St, JOAN | 
St. Barnabas | | Holy Innocents. - 


St. John Baptiſte OD os 


nn. 


| AL Lit of the HOLYDAYs propoſed by che Board of Cuſtoms, to 
| | +17 he kept i in future, 


Queen's Birth Day, kept 18th Januar 
= Charles's "ine 55 
edneſdax. 
Good Friday. 
King Charles's Reſtoration. 
King's Birth Day. 
Prince of Wales's Birth My 
=o King's Coronation, | 
King's Acceſſion. 
7 Conſpiracy. 
21 Chriſtmas Day. | 


RETURN 


RETURN reſpecting Alterations in the Hours of Attendance of the 
Officers of the Cuſtoms in London, and in the Out Ports. 
IN return to the Orders of the Select Committee on Finance, 

dated the gd Inſtant, directing that there be laid before the faid 

Committees e 4 


An Account of what Alterations in the Hours of Attend- 
« ance for the ſeveral Offices of the Cuſtoms, in the Port of 


London, would be advantageous for the Public Service; and, 


An Account of what Alterations in the Hours of At- 
« tendance for the ſeveral Offices of the Cuſtoms, in the 


Out Ports, would be advantageous for the Public Service.“ 


The Ponmllioncrs of the Cuſtoms beg Leave to ſtate, that al- 


though they continue of Opinion, that ſome Alteration in the 


Hours of Attendance for the ſeveral Officers of the Cuſtoms in the 
Port of London, and in the Out Ports, would be advantageous 
for the Public Service; yet, as the Subject requires much Inveſti- 


gation, and a Communication with the Merchants of London, and 
alſo with thoſe of the Out Ports, amongſt whom, on a former 


Conſideration of the Subject a great Difference of Opinion appeared 


to prevail, the Commiſſioners of the Cuftoms are not at preſent. 


prepared to ſubmit to the Honourable Committee any decided 


Opinion as to what the Alterations ſhould be. 


Board of Cuſtoms, 
th July 1797. 


SUPPLEMENT (E.) To 
REPORT of Join Cami, Receiver General of the 
| Cuſtoms and Salt Duties in Scotland. 


IN Obedience to the Order of the Select Committee of 


| the Honourable Houſe of Commons on Finance, &c. dated gd 


july 1797, I beg Leave to report, That when I was appointed 
eceiver General of the Cuſtoms and Salt Duties in Scotland, 


in the Year 1790, it was explained to me, that I was to hold the 


Salary and Emoluments of the Office for the joint Account of 


myſelf 


- SUPPLEMENT (D.) Continued. 37 
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5 58 SUPPLEMENT (E.) Continued,” 


myſelf and Mr. "Lmontien, Son to Sir | Archibaid Edmonſton. 
"__ Sir Archibald's Life, ſubject to the following Annual 
| during Sir which, by ſome Arrangement unknown to me, had 
taken place: 


To James Stewart OL EP 3 
To James Ferrier, as Attorney for Colonel Adam 
Livingſton and others 25 ne ns 1 300 
To the late Lord Elphinſtone VVV 


"© 700. 


| Thoſe have ſince been diminiſhed by the Deaths of Lord Elphin- : 


ſtone and Colonel Livingſton ; and now are, 

To James Stewart > RE gas a 
To James Ferrier, as Attorney for Mrs. Campbell of : 
Carrick, and Mr. N of Pecton — 5 160 


_— £ obo 


| Theſe Sum I Annually pay pay out of the Salary and Emoluments of 
alf of the Remainder I account for to Sir 
Archibald Edmonſton, he having by Agreement come in place of 


the Office; and One 


his Son in the Year 1795; and the Perſons from whom J received 


tte above Explanations were, to the beſt of my Recollection, ay 
Brother the then Lord Advocate of Scotland, who had deen in- 


ſtrumental in procuring me the Office, and Mr. Ferrier. 
I have further to report, in Obedience to the above Order, that 


the Security I gave to the Public was for f. 25, 00 in the Court 


of Exchequer in Scotland; and that the Perſons bound for me are, 


the then Lord Advocate, now Lord Preſident of the Court of 


Seſſion, Alexander Houſtown, Wy of * and Alexander 
M. Lean, Eſq. of Ardgour. 


Cuſtom Houſe, Edinburgh, | Join Cam el 
7th July, 1797. e 


or other Employ 


of the EmMorLuUmMentTs received by each Officer of the CUSTOMS, in the Port of London, from Penſions or Places, 


An ACCOUNT 
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JE Serrbitäur (E.) Continued. 


myſelf and Mr. Edmonſton, Son to Sir Archibald Edmonſton. 
— Sir Archibald's Life, ſubjett to the following Annual 


Deductions, which, by ſome Arrangement unknown to me, had 


taken place: wy | 
Io James Stewart „ wn 4.200 
To James Ferrier, as Attorney for Colonel Adam 
| Livingſton and others %% oy De gs ; 990 
| Jo the late Lord Elphinſtone - „ 200 


8 700 


Thoſe have fince been diminiſhed by the Deaths of Lord Elphin. | 


ſtone and Colonel Livingſton ; and 1 now are, 


To James Stewart 5 Ok re 1 0 
To James Ferrier, as Attorney for Mrs. Campbell of * 
ane. and Mr. 9 of Pecton 2 * 160 


Theſe s Sums 1 Annually pay out of che Salary and Emoluments of 


the Office; and One Half of the Remainder I account for to Sir 


Archibald Edmonſton, he having by Agreement come in place of 
his Son in the Year 1795 ; and the Perſons from whom I received 


| the above Explanations were, to the beſt of my Recollection, my 


Brother the then Lord Advocate of Scotland, who had been in- 
ſtrumental in procuring me the Office, and Mr. Ferrier. 


I have further to report, in Obedience to the above Order, ke _ 


the Security I gave to the Public was for f. 26, ooo in the Court 


of Exchequer in Scotland; and that the Perſons bound for me are, 


the then Lord Advocate, now Lord Preſident of the Court of 


Seſſion, Alexander Houſtown, Eſq. of * and Alexander = 


McLean, Eſq. of Ardgour, 


Cuſtom Houſe, Edinburgh, . Tbs Campbell, 
7th July, 1797. 5 OTE 
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E the whole Trade of Great Britain. 


10 0 {3 4.58 3 


. 15 
; 70 | SOrPLEMENT. Report IV. 


EXAMINATION of THOMAS irvine, Eſquire, Inſfifor 


General of the Imports and Exports of Great Britain; taken 
che 7th Day or July, 1797. 5 


3 WHAT apgeark to you to ho the moſt 8 Mode of 
providing for the Fees of the Out-door Officers of the 1 
ſuppoſing it was thought proper to ſuppreſs thoſe Pees? 

A. The Proviſion for theſe Fees might be obtained by ws 'Y 
ſmall Duty on a few of the principal Articles of Imports, to be 
apportioned as the Trade of each Oountry is to the e of 


0. We will ſuppoſe the Sum wanted amounts to 55 50,000, and 
that the Trade of the Baltic was equal to a Tenth of the Whole of 
our Trade, in that Caſe we ſhould Tax the Products of the Baltic 5 
ſay Hemp, Iron, Timber, &c. to the Amount of C5, % %i. 

5 "Is It might be proper to divide the Countries, the Products of 
5 which were much the ſame, into Claſſes, for Example, the Coun- 
tries on the Baltic, Germany, and Holland. —All the other 

Countries in the South of Europe, including France, Africa, the 

Eaſt Indies, the Britiſh Northern Colonies, and the States of Ame. 


; rica, the Weſt Indies, and finally, Ireland; Linens would conſti- 


HR Parliament the Annual Accounts of the 


| tute a principal Article in the Trade of Germany and Holland. 
Wines, Fruit, Brandy, &c. in the South of Europe. —Gums, &c. 
from Africa Tobacco, Rice, Oil, &c. from the Britiſh Conti 
nental Colonies and the American States Sugar, Coffee, Cocoa, 
EKRKum, &c. from the Weſt Indies. —Calicoes, Muſlins, and Wenge : 
from India —Linens and Pr oviſions from Ireland. 


9 


Mr. IRVING's Beiden in Aer to an bropoſed by 
: the Committee upon the Laws of the Cuſtoms, Ke. 


. 


7 A8 you appear to be the Officer who prepares and . before 


uſtoms, diſtinguiſhing 
certain Articles, the Committee deſire you will inform them what 


Jr = 'of Articles are com prehended under that Item of your 


Account, which is intitled“ an ſmall "aa the Duties bn 
»hich have not amounted to g. 1,990 each,” 


Under the Head of Sundry ſmall Articles? are compre- 
 hendef all thofe Articles which are not ſpecial! diſtinguiſhed in 
o count Annually: laid before r 24 appears by the 
Book of Rates; that the Number of, Articles in the Cuſtoms, ſub- 
je 9 a rated Duty, e to * to which may be pg . 
Þ ; . avout. 
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about goo more, the Duties of which! are paid ad Valorem, in all 
about 1,200, — The Number'of Articles diſtinguiſhed in the Account, 
being communibus Annis about 160, therefore about 1,040 are 
comprehended in the Item of Sundry ſmall Articles,” and they 
anay be eſtimated to produce from f 85, OCO to 0 Le ee Net 

Revenue per Annum. | | 


No. 2. 
Are the Laws and Regulations reſpecting the Cuſtoms Wee 


5 increaſed, and the Commercial Syſtem rendered thereby muc 
more complex, owing to ſo great a Number of Articles being 
ſubjected to theſe Duties, which produce ſo ſmall a Revenue? 
A. The Number of Articles ſubje&t to a Duty, has certainly 
tended greatly to increaſe the Statute Laws of the Cuſtoms, which 
are now ſwelled out to upwards of Six large Folio Volumes. 
The only Part of theſe Laws that are in any Degree connected 
with my official Situation, or to which I have paid particular 
Attention, are thoſe which apply to the great Syſtem of Commer- 
cial Policy and Juriſprudence, by which the Trade and Navigation 
of this Country has been regulated for upwards of a Century paſt, 
Ihe great Number of Acts impoſing Duties from Time to Time, 
and the vaſt Detail of Regulation which they contain, in order to 
ſecure the Callection of theſe Duties, have much ſwelled the 
_ Cuſtom Laws, and of Courſe rendered them perplexing to the 
Merchant, and even in ſome Inſtances to the Officers whoſe Duty 
it is to carry them into Execution. To almoſt every Article ſub- 
jettoa Duty, ſome ſpecial Regulation attaches, and a Breach of 
that Regulation, which is often committed through | Ignorance or 
Inadvertency, ſubjects the Merchant to Penalties, embarraſſing to 
* and diſcouraging to Foreigners who enter our Ports, 


No. 3. 


Would not a Repeal of the Duties on many of theſe. A. 
cles which produce ſo trifling a Revenue, tend to diminiſh very 
conſiderably the general Expences of Management, and alſo tend 
to improve our Trade and! W ani by ſumplitying our Commer- 
cial Regulation? 

Having no official Knowledge of the executive Part of the 
Cuſtoms, I am not competent to offer an Opinion, how far the 
Expences of Collection would be diminiſhed by a Repeal of the 
Duties on the ſmall Articles. If Revenue alone were the Object 
of theſe Duties, the Repeal of them might be a fit Matter = 
Conſideration, but in many Inſtances they appear to have been 
intended principally as Regulations l ee ang for the Pro- | 
FIG 0 our nen . 75 10 lt 
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| The leſs complicated the Laws and the Regulations are, and the 


more ſimple the Syſtem is, the greater Confidence and Security 


the Merchant will have in the Proſecution of his Buſineſs. And 
I am decidedly of Opinion, that the Trade of this great commer- 


cial Country, though the Exports have been more than doubled 


within theſe laſt Twelve or Thirteen Years, might be ſtill greatly 


extended by a Conſolidation and Simplification of the Laws, as 


far as that Plan ſhall be found pratticable, or by. ſimple, diſtinct, 
e 


and clear Expoſition of them, becauſe ſuch a Meaſure, independent 


of the Benefits that muſt accrue therefrom to our own Merchants, 


and to the Officers of the Revenue, would create a Confidence in 
Foreigners, and invite them to our Ports. Fe: ; 


It happens to fall within my Knowledge, that this Object has for 
ſome Years paſt occupied the Attention of the Executive Govern- 
ment, and that a Plan for that Purpoſe is in conſiderable Forward. 


neſs, but which cannot, in my humble Opinion, be executed with 
Effect, until the Return of Peace, when in, all Probability a new 


Conſolidation of the Duties will be judged expedient. There are, 


% 


| beſides, other Difficulties at this Time in the Way of this great 


and uſeful Meaſure, excluſive of the additional Duties which have 
been or may be impoſed. The preſent War has convulſed and 


_ deranged the commercial as well as the political State of almoſt all 


the great Countries of Europe, and in conſequence, we are under 

Necellity of carrying on no inconſiderable Part of our Trade 
at this Time under temporary Acts of Parliament, or Orders of 
Council. When Peace ſhall be reſtored, many new commercial 


the 


Arrangements muſt neceſſarily be made in our Trade, not only 


with thoſe Countries with which we are now actually at War, 


but alſo with others, whoſe Situation will in all Likelihood be 


_ materially affected by the Changes of Circumſtances that may take 
place under a general Arrangement of Peace. =} . 


Mr. In vixc's Evidence in Anſwer to Queſtions propoſed by the 


— — 


Commitee reſpecting the Eſtabliſhment of F ree Ports in Great 


and particularly a Plan propoſed in t 


Britain, cc. 


"4 t.—0. Have you at any Time turned your Attention to the 
Eſtabliſhment of Free Ports in this Kingdom? | e 


A. I have frequently had Plans for the Eſtabliſhment of Free 
Ports, referred to me in my public ies hg for my Report thereon, 
ear 1795, by the Lords 


. 5 of the Committee of Council, to the Commiſſioners of His Ma. 


=y 
* 
Rog 
” 4 


eſty's Cuſtoms, for eſtabliſhing certain Ports in this Country, as 
* of Depot, in conſequence of the French taking Poſſeſſion of 


„ the 
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the United Provinces, which brought the Subject of Free Ports 
fully under my Conſideration.” =» ee e e 
2d.—2. Do you know upon what Principles the Free Port of 
Oſtend is eſtabliſhed ; and have you any Knowledge of the Com- 
mercial Juriſprudence of Holland? „%% nts hut 
A. Having Occaſion a few Years ago to be in the Auſtrian 
etherlands, I availed myſelf of that Opportunity to obtain In- 
formation as to the Regulations eſtabliſhed in the Free Port of 
Oſtend; and in a Tour through Holland, I endeavoured to make 
myſelf as much Maſter of the Commercial Juriſprudence of the 
Dutch, and alſo of their Principles of Taxation, as Circumſtances 
would admit of, and I believe I have a tolerable correct Know- 
J F 
The Free Ports eſtabliſhed in the Britiſh Weſt India Iſlands fall 
immediately within the Line of my Official Situation, and the 
Dutch, Daniſh, and Spaniſh Free Ports in that Part of the World, 
appear to have been all eſtabliſhed on ſimilar Principles. ; 
gd.—0). How far would the Eſtabliſhment of Free Ports, or 
Places of Depot in this Kingdom, under certain Limitations and 
Reſtrictions, be likely to increaſe the Trade and Revenue of the 
Country ? fd 
A. The Term of Free Ports is an undefined Phraſe, but I will _ 
aſſume, that it applies to a Syſtem of Regulations tending to ren- 
der this Country a general Depot for Foreign Merchandize, 
without the Advance of any Duties, except on thoſe Articles 
which ſhall enter the Market of Home Conſumption, . * 


N 


This Queſtion involves in it Objects of great National Impor- 
> | tance, and is connected with a Variety of very weighty Conſider- 
ations; however, I will ſubmit my Sentiments upon it to the beſt. 
of my Judgment. e . „ 
In offering an Opinion on this Subject, it will be neceſſary, not 
e only to look into the Syſtem of Commercial Juriſprudence 
eſtabliſned by our Anceſtors, and by which our Trade and Naviga- 
it tion have been regulated ever ſince, but alſo to take a general View 
of the peculiar Situation in which this Country ſtands, with 
reſpe& to her Manufactures and her Revenues; for theſe Objects 
e being conſtituent Parts of One great Syſtem, cannot well be confi. 
“%) ] . ——L 
* The fundamental Principles of our Commercial Juriſprudence 
N, will be found chiefly in the Acts of the 12th, the Igth and 14th, 
ds the 22d and 23d, and the 25th of Charles II. and in the -7th and 
oh th of William III. which latter Act has been greatly extended 


and improved by the Act of the 26th of His Majeſty, . 


The prominent Features of this Code are, Firſt, the ſecuring to 
our own Shipping, as far as Circumſtances would ſafely admit, the 
Carrying Trade, as the great Source of our Naval Strength, 
Secondly, the confining our Trade, as much as poſſible, without 
exciting Jealouſy in our Neighbours, to the Capital of our own 
Merchants, by excluding Foreigners, who are not Subjects of the 


Countries of which the Articles are the Growth, Produce, or Ma- 


nufafture, from becoming the intermediate Negociators. And 
Thirdly, the encouragement of our own Manufattures, by check. 
ing., through the Means of abſolute Prohibitions or high Duties. 
the Introduction into the Home Market of ſuch Articles of F oreign 
Manufactures as might rival our own, pray thoſe in a pro- 
greſlive State of Improvement. 


Commerce early became an Object of great Te in this 
Kingdom, and as Merchunts in all Countries poſſeſs a large Pro- 
portion of the circulating Medium, it was natural for the Govern- 
ment to look to Impoſts on Trade as a Source of Revenue. Thus 


a Syſtem of Taxation was eſtabliſhed at a Period almoſt coeval with 


the Commencement of our Trade, and has been progreſſively 
extended ever ſince, which, though perhaps in many Reſpetts 
exceptionable in Principle, yet, from the Extent of the Object, 


cannot now be relinquiſhed ; about C. , ooo, ooo of the Groſs, or 


, ooo, ooo of the Net Rev ene of Great Britain, are e drawn from 


Duties on Imports and Exports. 


I will not preſume to offer an Opinion as to "i; Effect bid 
any other Syſtem might have produced, but I feel it perfectly 


within the Province of my official Situation, as Inſpector General 


of the Commerce of the Empire, to remark, that under the Ope- 
ration of theſe great fundamental Laws (commonly called Naviga- 
tion Acts) our Trade, our Navigation, our Revenues, and our 
Manufadctures have flouriſhed beyond the Example of all other 
Nations. — Any eſſential Change or Innovation, endangering the 

Security of theſe great Objects, might be 1 5 with 8 
quences beyond the Eye of human Wiſdom to foreſee, 


For the preceding, and many other Reaſons ich might be 
; ed, it has always appeared to me that the Syſtem of Free Ports 
could not, with any een of Mur be a adnerg into this 
Country. 1 
4th.—0. Would the Syſtem af . Goods i in general, 
imported upon a Principle ſimilar to that of Tobacco, be produc- 
tive of any eſſential Benet & to the Trade and Revenues of the 

Cann 8 1 5 TIER 
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A. I think the Syſtem of warehouſing, to a certain Extent, 
would greatly relieve our Trade from the heavy Burthen it at 
preſent labours under by an Advance of the Duties immediately on 
Importation, becauſe ſuch Advance draws from the active Capital 
of Trade a very large Sum of Money, together with the Credit 
attached thereto, for which, in my Opinion, the Country receives 
no adequate Compenſation by the Profit or Advantage that the 
Public derive either from the temporary Loan of that Part of the 
Duties repaid on Exportation, or from an Advance of the Duties 
on other Articles, at an earlier Period than the Safety of the 
Revenue requires, 1 „„ . 
The Revenue might alſo in my Judgment be much benefited by 
ſuch a Syſtem. It is a Matter of no Moment to the Merchant, 
whether his Advance is on the Prime Coſt of the Article itſelf, or 
on the Duties. The Profit he expects will always be in proportion 
to the Capital he employs, and to the Length, of Time he lays out 
of his Money, —Thus by the Duties being paid (I will aſſume) 
Nine Months in general earlier than the Security of the Revenue 
requires, and by the Articles paſting through the Hands of different 
Dealers, each of whom are entitled to a Profit on the Stock or 
Capital they inveſt, the Price is greatly enhanced to the Conſumer, 
_ whilſt the Public Revenue derives no Benefit therefrom, but is, 
in Truth, conſiderably endangered, becauſe the Competition of 

the illicit Trader will be encouraged in proportion to the Increaſe 
of Price to the legal Importer or Dealer. 5 5 
It would be impolitic, in as much as it is unneceſſary, and 
increaſe the Expence, to extend the Warehouſe Syſtem to above 
Ten or Twelve great Articles, which produce at preſent a Groſs 
Revenue of about L. 4,200,000 . D 05 

The Principle of warehouſing is already correctly applied to 
Tobacco; and there are ſeveral other great Articles that ſtand 
nearly on a ſimilar Footing, and which would require no material 
Change of Regulation, ſuch as Eaſt India Goods in general, but 

particularly thoſe ſubject to an ad Valorem 1 Britiſh Planta- 
tion Spirits, as far as reſpects the Exciſe Import Duty, alſo Cocoa, 
Coffee, Cambricks, &c. OO Td, oor, DN: 
About goo, ooo ariſe frym Duties on Exportation, Coals Coaſt. 
ways, &c. and it would not be for the Intereſt of either the 
Crown or the Merchant to depoſit in Public Warehouſes the re- 
maining Goods ſubje& to Duty, conſiſting of a Variety of ſmall 
Articles, and producing a Revenue of about ¶ 1,000,0000 _ 
A Chaſm, or temporary Suſpenſion of the Payment of the Du- 
ties would be created by * for which the Aid of Parlia- 
| 2 | ment. 


— 
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e ; . 
ment would be neceſſary to make an adequate Proviſion. But as 
the Meaſure would be carried into Effect by Degrees, as Warehouſes 
could be built or provided, the Sum required would not be very 

conſiderable. r „„ | 

In all thoſe Caſes where a Part of the Duties are retained on Ex. 
portation, the Amount of ſuch Duty would be levied immediately 

on the Goods being landed or warehouſed, 0 
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' Your ComMmiTTEE, 


1. I * conſidering the Exciſe Board dani as an Office of 
Collection, and independently of its Eſtabliſhment, 
Your Committee, beginning with the Board of Exciſe in 
England, have referred to the Report of the Commiſſioners 
of Accounts, and obſerve that at their Date < each Collec- 
« tor of Exciſe went his Rounds Eight Times in a Year; 
that he remitted the Whole of his net Collection in every 
Round to the Exciſe Office, chiefly by Bills at Twenty- 
one Days after Date, in the Counties near London, at 
1 hirty Days in the more remote Counties, and at Fifty or 
Sixty in the moſt diſtant, and none at a longer Date; that 
he is conſtantly remitting during his Round, and vithia a 
Week after it is finiſhed, ſends up by a Balance Bull all that : 
remains of the Duties collected by him in that Round.” 


"th the Second Report, Your Commltite find, 9 that the 
« Receiver General every Week pays into the Exchequer 
the net Produce of this Revenue, unleſs ſome foreſeen 
«. Demands in the following Week make A Reſervation of 
+ any Part of it neceſſary.” 5 | 


+l: Jap; the same Report, Your Committee find, that the 
Commiſſioners ſtate, * that the Punctuality and Expedition 
„ with which the Duties collected in certain Offices (the 
* Exciſe being among the ee 822 rom the of 
Rat 
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F- 


of the Subject into the Exchequer, leaves us no Room to 
« ſuggeſt any Alteration in the Ti ime or Manner of Paying 
oy in the fame.” bs 


Your Committee beg to Notice an Effect of this Pane 
ruality and Expedition apparent at that T:me, namely, that 
it is ſtated in an Appendix to the Firſt Report of the Com- 
miſſioners of Accounts, that on the 29th September 1780, 
there were no Arrears of Defaulters of the Officers of Exciſe 
for Twenty Years HR 1777, incluſive, nor to that 
Date, except for C. 3, 600; the Collector at Oxford having 
made his Remittance by a Bil, the Drawer and Acceptor of 
which became e but which remained in ſuit 


; NE . the Parties. 


Vour Committee. having aſcertained, be Means of the 
Commiſſioners of Accounts, what was the Practice of the Ex- 
'/ ciſe at the Date of their Reports (1780-8 1) have proceeded to 


e examine what is the Practice of the Office at the preſent ; 


Moment, and find fiom their Return, © that ſince the 


3 25 Year 1787, none of the Collecters of the Exciſe have been 


4 permitted to take or ſend up Bills for the Caſh of the Re 
« venue, which have more than Thirty Days to run, and 
„ thoſe near London have been confined to Twenty-one 


5 Days; from the Year 1788 alſo, under a general Order of 


„ the Board, they ſend up Accounts of the Receipts and 
« Payments, and remit their Caſh at the End of every Week; 
* in other reſpects there is no Difference between. the Prac- 
* tice of 1780 and the preſent Time. i 


Your Committee further find, that ce every e, 
« after Two O'Clock, the Receiver General makes up his 
Accounts for the Week ended that Day, and makes his 
* Payments into the Exchequer for the ſame Week on the 
4 Wedneſday following, if not an 2 H an Holiday on 
the ſucceeding Dey.” | 

Your 


3 
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Your Committee having called for the Account of Defaul- 
ters for Twenty Years preceding 1797, have the Satisfaction 
to ſtate, that this Account, on the iſt of June 1797, did not 
exceed C. 70. „„ 


Upon the Exciſe Board, as an Office of Collection, Your 
Committee have only to add, that during the Seventeen 
Years which have elapſed ſince the Reports of the Commiſ- 
fioners of Accounts, this Department appears to have been 
conducted with the ſame Regularity and Vigilance, as then 
received from the Commiſſioners their unqualified Com- 

mendation. N — | 


BOARD OF EXCISE IN SCOTLAND. 


2. Your Committee find from a Return from the Com- 
miſſioners of Exciſe in Scotland, that this Revenue is collected | 
in Eight flated Rounds or Periods Annually, the ſeveral Col- 
lectors being required to tranſmit the net Produce of their 
Receipts in each Round to the Receiver General or Caſhier 
at Edinburgh, before they ſet out on a Second Collection. 
The Amount of Duties charged by Way of Licenſes, and all 
the Duties on Goods and Liquors imported, are made up 
and returned only once every Quarter, but the net Pro- 
_ duce is remitted within Six Weeks after the Termination of | 
each Quarter reſpectively. 


It appears alſo from the ſame Return, that the 8 wm. 
the Hands of the Caſhier at OE ere: during the Year 
1796, as follows : 8 | pe 

5 Day — e 906, 743 16 4 
Midſummer . denne e ). 
Michaelmas- 1796 73,148 4 11 
Chriſtmas - * I - 106,398 15 175 


The Board i in Explanation ſtate, that in general more than 
One Third of this apparent Balance has been actually laid out 
or advanced on the general Benefit of the Revenue, &c. 
e or 
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| the Vouchers for which not being completely made up and 
checked before the Termination of the Quarter, cannot of 
Courſe be properly ſtated to the Caſhier's Credit in the pub- 
lic authenticated Accounts of that Period. They allo ſtate, 
that another conſiderable Proportion of the ſaid Balances 

(ſometimes to the Amount of C. 20,000) falls to be paid over 
unmediately after the Termination of each Quarter, for the 
{ſupporting the Civil Eſtabliſhment of the Country, and 
other Purpoſes, under the 1 of aug Court of Exche- 


970 a in Scotland. 


Your Committee do not obſitve;, that the above Return 
_ gives any Explanation why nearly a certain Proportion (Viz. 
One Third) of an uncertain Balance ſhould have been in 


general actually laid out previous to the Settlement of each 
; Quarter for the general Buſineſs of the Revenue; but ad- 


Z mitting this Fact, and deducting in conſequehcce One Third 


tom the foregoing Balances, and alſo G. 20,000 ſtated to be 


5 2 as follows: 


ſometimes called for immediately after the Expiration of the 
Quarter for Civ "y 8 Is &c. the aid Balance wall ſtand i 


1 £. oy 
Lady "AY — 1796 44,495 7 
Miidſummer 1796 36,124 
Michaelmas 1796 - 30,098 16 6 
Chriſtmas 1796 50,932 10 2 
The above Balances (as ſtated by Your Committee) are 
fad | in the Return to be divided into no leſs than Forty dif- 
ferent Branches, each making the Subject of a different 
Account, and are ſtated to be in general no more than ſuf- 
ficient for anſwering the various contingent Charges, Draw- 
backs, and Bounties, which may occur to be claimed out 
. of the ſeveral. Branches reſpeQtively. 
. Your Committee tar care not prepared to admit, that this 
Eſtimate of contingent Charges is correct, as it will appear 


that the above Balances (taking them for en to be 
true) 


00 > E 
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true) vary ſo materially -from each other, namely in the 
extreme Caſe upwards of /. 20,000, that the fame general 
Obſervation cannot apply to each of the ſeveral Periods ſtated. 
The Remittances from Edinburgh to London are made 


Weekly, and by Bills payable * Sixty Days after Date, be- 
ing, as the Return ſtates, the ſhorteſt that the Courſe of 
Exchange can well allow i in tranſacting ſuch conſiderable | 


„ Sums.” Theſe Weekly Remittances amount on an 


Ar erage to C. 6,000, but occaſionally exceed that Amount 
when Circumſtances admit—The Total of theſe Remittances 


for a Year, ending Lady-day 1797, being C. 415,000. 


Your Committee, defirous of giving further Information 
to the Houſe on the Subject of the Balances remaining in 
the Hands of the Receiver General or Caſhier at Edinburgh, 
| have obtained an Account from thence, ſigned by the Ac- 
countant General and Deputy Comptroller, from which they 


collect the following Facts: Ao. 
That the ſaid Balance was 5th Jan. x796 £. 85,431 12 
th Fe ©. 90,230 1, 
ny Mar. De 5 : 
5th April De 96,743 16 
5th May D* 93, 508 18 
5th June D 93, 480 0 
Ith July D - 84,186 9 
5th Aug. DY - 90, 279 3 
sth Sept. D — 91,117 9 
th Oct. De 64,17 0. 
th Nov. De - 78,277 14 
th Dec. Do 108,242 1 
2 «th Jan. 179 . 106,438 13 
n Ur "Ys = 103,284 18 
th Mar. on. 160,033 19 
5th April D - 98,597 13 


See A ppendix to the Reports of this Committee on the Tax Ockee, 
EO to Remittances from Scotland, 


4 
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4 a Note to this Paper, it is ſtated by the Can ned 
of the Exciſe, © that it may be proper to obſerve, that more 
e than One Third of the Sums thus appearing as Balances 
ee in the Hands. of the Receiver General or Caſhier at Edin- 
© burgh, are always actually paid or advanced by him, by 
Way of Impreſt, for carrying on the general Buſineſs of 
the Revenue, the Maintenance of the Exciſe Yachts, &c. 
K which come afterwards in Courſe to be ſtated to his Credit 
£00 « only, when the Accounts and Vouchers are duly made up.” 


© Your Committee remark, that this Account, annexed in 
the Appendix *, ſtates, in the firſt Inſtance, a Balance in the 
_ Hands of the Receiver of (. 85,431; that it contains, in 
One Column, the Amount of “ Caſh received,” and in the 
other the Amount, not only of the Remittances, but allo 


the Payments made each Month ; that the firſt Balance 


was. reduced in its Amount only Twice during the Whole 
Period, viz. on the 5th of October and 5th of November, 1 
1796, being reſpectively at thoſe Periods J. $4,117, and 


CL. 78,277 "and that, at the Cloſe of the Account, it was 


L. 98,597, being an Increaſe of £ 13,166, caring the 
| Whole Period. 


In Concluſion, Sons . conceive  thimfelves to 
be warranted in ſtating, that in their Judgment there has 
remained in the Hands of the Receiver General or Caſhier 
of the Exciſe in Scotland, a larger Balance than was necel- 

12 ſary to anſwer the Demands on it for the Public Service, as 

during a Period of Fifteen Months the current Receipt has 

exceeded the Amount of all Remittances and Payments; 
and therefore, relying on the Authority of the Commiſſion- 
ers of Accounts, and on the Practice lately adopted in Eng- 
land as to Balances in various Departments, both of Receipt 
and Expenditure, and on its being notorious that the Public 

Do have ſultained repeated and r Loſſes from the contrary 
a Practice, 

* Sec Appendix (B. 2) Folio Edit. 
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practice, they recommend that effectual Meaſures may be 


taken for preventing the future Accumulation of theſe 
Balances beyond the Amount neceſſary for carrying on the 
Public * 


* 


8. 2. YOUR Conumltios proceeded to examine the 


Fllablichment of the Exciſe Board, with a View to ſtate 
particularly what Increaſe has taken Place ſince 1782, in the 
Number or in the Amount of the Salaries and Emoluments 


belonging thereto, and whether any, and what further Mea- 


| ſures. can be adopted for diminiſhing the total Amount of 


ſuch Salaries and Emoluments, without Detriment to the 


Public Service. 


Mons Coinmittce have received from the Ba a Re- 


turn * containing in Detail an Account of the ſeveral De- 


partments belonging. to the principal Office, the Port of 


London, the Country Eſtabliſhment, and the Out Ports. 


The above Return Gates diſtinctiy the Naniber of Officers 


in each Department, their Employment, the groſs Amount 


of their Emoluments, diſtinguiſhing what Part thereof 
ariſes from Salaries, or fixed Allowances, or of Fees, or other 
Emoluments ; it ſtates alſo the Deductions therefrom, whe- 
ther ariſing from Taxes, or on any other Account; it notices 


alſo the Authority by which each Officer is appointed, the 


Duration of his Intereſt therein +, with the Increaſe or Dimi- 
nution which has taken Place in their Salaries or fixed Allow- 
| ances fince 1782. The above is followed by ſuch Obſerva- 
tions, under either of the abovementioned Heads, as ariſe 


from the Caſe of each balperkive Officer. 


The Account of each Department is concluded by an 


Le of the general Duty belonging to it, ſtating 


* 


Supplement (A.) + See Append. (C. 1) Folio Ed. 
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i when the Caſe requires the particular Duty of each Officer 
with Obſervations on the Cauſes of the Increaſe or Diminu- 
tion of the Number of the Salaries or fixed Allowances an- 


nexed to it, with an Opinion in each Caſe as to the Praftica- 
bility of making a Reduction thereof, without Totfiment 


to the Public Service. 


: Foe Committee have only further to fate, that the ſame 
Return ſpecifies the Perſons who hold any other Employment 


in Addition to their Situation under the Excite, with the 


net Amount of the Emolument annexed to ſuch additional 


. Oftice. 


'Four Committee have given the above general Deſcription 

pf this very perſpicuous and ſatisfactory Return, to which 
they very particularly refer the Houſe, as containing moſt 

ly ample and minute Information; and they have inſerted - the 
| following Abſtract of the Whole, Foes Dy: the Commiſ- 


| ſioners themſelves: 


' - ABSTacT | 


N 
0 


denten ON FINANCE, 8 * 
——* Aer RACT of the ſereral \ Salaries | 60 
9 Eſtabliſhments of the | and fixed | * Total of E 5 1 
Officers. Kenn. Allowances, | Emo e, | 1 e 14. 
ee IR e , e ,,, 54K N 

9 Commiſſioners 412,250 — 12,259 — © | 9,778 I2 — | l ' With 

6 Secretary UC % Wb 

11 Correſpondent — -| 1T,201 —| 1,201 — © 1,141 3 6 | 95 

3 Door- Keepers and Letter- | | | | 4 | 1 45 
carrier . 200 — 220 114 215 11 4. 3. 

2 Solicitors = - -| $00 —| 4,891 4 84| 4,871 4 310 4% 
£7 ĩ y 0 / 1% 

7 Meſſengers - . 420 — 422 — ©. 411 10 — | Kip! 

7 Commiſfioners of Appeal 980 — 980 — © | $37.10 | Nt Nh: 

22 Houſzkeeper — 15250 - 1,250 — 0 1204 1 . 

72 Accomptants 7770 —- 7,942 4 0 7,48 19 — oft 
14 Receiver General - -<-| 43,050 —| 3,078 10 2,464 13 6 |: _ 

3 Comptroller of the Caſh | 350 — 890 — 0 656 15 —- Wy, 
36 Comptroller General 3,290 - 35,290 — 0 | © 2,879 17 þ 4.14 
10 Auditors = 1,640 —| 1,645 — 0 | 1,312 10 —| TMR 

| 5 Clerk of the e =} 430 er 430 1 409 5 — | ; 6 * L 

2 Clerk of the Incidents — 249 — 146 194 143 „4 9 N 
tn 16. — „ „ 743: 9 63 i 
2 Permit Printing Office - 200. “ SAS 187 10 — ' .. 

110 Permit Examiners - 720 — 721 1 0 70 1 ih 
30 General Examiners | 24710; 20 0 2,618 10 — | =. 
3 Clerk of the Diaries 346 —| 346 — 0 | 4121 1 1 
2 Warehouſe-keepers of EY OR i gs j OL 

- | © ſeized Goods  - 120 — 149 110 [ 1346 11 — Wi. 
7 Clerk of the Entries 430 — 430 — © 419: — 1 

14] Brewery and Candle Exa- ; 21 DE : ff 1 
„ =} $49. — $49 — © $27 15 6 1 In 

dear or LON DoW. 5 5 

6 Collector in the Cuſtom %%%%ꝙͤͤͤ fwd . e 
% ͤũ ĩͤ +: VC 694 8 6 77 
194 Officers of the Waterputrd 4,410 —| 9,502 — © |. 9,470 16 — þ 19 70 
ECV Quays 2,775 —| 3,999 —- 3,937 12 6 9 
2 Warchouſe Keeper e 150 — 231 — 0 227 5 — Þ 10 10 5 

13 Tobacco Warehouſe -| 1,143 —| 1,148 19 © | 1,113 17 6 i 1108 
64 Tea, Coffee, andCocoa Nuts 45318 — 4,318 — © | 4,106 11 — | | 9 

39 Export Officers 3 25145 —| 2,894 16 4 25,841 3 10 BY no 
666 London Suryeying Officers 42,210 —| 42,475 10 © | 41,326 5 — | Say 
4 | | U F Was 

| CounTrY ESTABLISH-| B | Fo on 1 569 
MENT. FT Waal 

N i Fo 

56 Collectors - 15,470 —| 16,160 14 6 | 15,670 14 6 e 

580 Collector's Clerks — 3,385 — 4,304 19 0% 4,222 16 62 WW 
3,016|Surveying Officers -| 198,908 — 199,123 17 14 195,311 7 174 Witt 
| Our PORTS. | NE y „ | x ini 10 

16 Offers on the Quays 1, c —| 1,064 13 o 1,040 10 610 1 
.240|Officers of theWaterguard| 8,220 —| 8,220 — 0 8,184 — — | * 
19 Export Officers 980 — 1,308 96 | 1,283 19 6 7955 
44748] - = = Soul * . e 17 342,390 5 4 331,086 8 44 "RO 
Since 1782 there has been an 3 of Okkeers, 2 y--Decreaſs of Ditto, 412. „% 
Increaſe of Salaries . 40,617 75. — Decreaſe of Ditto y 2,478 75.—-By which there 4,198 
is an Increaſe of Expenditure to the Amount of £.38,139; although there has been Þ ICH 
a Diminution in the Number of Officers to the Number of 1 593 which is explained n 
by the Committee 1 in their 8 C. 2) in this Report. 1 in 
Li 


- : . 
Ws. + — . * 
. - AS 
. 


„% Fir rn REPORT: * 


| Your Committee find, that i in 1796 the groſs Revenue of 


the Exciſe in England Ws 10, 01,68 
| 2D 1782 2 LS - W 7,020,145 


* N 


Being an Incteafe 8 * II 3, £; 3381513 


ag The increaſed Charge of Collection appears, to be 
2 4. 38,139, or. 1. 25. 6d. per Cent. on the increaſed Revenue. 


- Your Committee alſo Report, that it appears from an 
Account laid before them by Mr. Irving, the Inſpector Ge- 
neral of Exports and Imports, that in 1782, the Charge of 
collecting the above groſs Sum of C. 7,020,145 was at the 


de of £8. 8. 104. per Cent. on that Sum ; but that 
the Charge of Collection in 1796, was only £.4. 3s. 4d. on 
C. 10,401,658, being a Decreaſe of C. 1. 559. 69. per Cent. 

nin Compariſon with the Rate of Collection in 1782. 


Your Committee have annexed a Lift of the Holidays * 


kept at the Head Office of the Exciſe, and the Opinion of 


the Commiſſioners of- the Exciſe, as to the Propriety of re- 


daucing their Number, which amounts to Fifty-ſix, excluſive 
of Sundays. No Holidays whatever are kept by the Sur- 
veying Officers, either in Town or Country ; ; and the Officers 


within the Port of London follow the Rules obſerved at the 
_ Cuſtom Houſe, and the Warehouſe Keepers and Lockers at 
tie Tea and Coffee Warehouſes are enjoined to attend on 


- Afternoons and Holidays when it is requiſite. 


' Your Committee find, that no Offices have been granted 
in Reverſion ſince 1782, within this Department. 


It appears to Your Committee, that no Collection of the 


Laus relative to the Exciſe is printed and ſold for the Public 


Uſe; but that there is a Collection from all the Statutes 
paſſed previous to 33d Geo. III. printed for the Uſe of the 


Office, with a complete Analyſis of their Contents. By the 


5 . : Uſage of the Exciſe Office, this Collection has been confined 
| to the Officers; but Your Committee ſee no Reaſon for im- 


poſing any Reſtriction or r Dilcouragement upon its unreſerved 
Publication. 


July r9th, 1797. 
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SUPPLEMENT (A.) Continued. 21 


 EXCISE—ESTABLISHMENTS. 


| | . IJsalaries and Total 
EMPLOYMENTS. and fixed | of | 
wg e _ ]Allowances| [Rn TY | 
CounNTRY ESTABLIHMENT?Y | 
 CoLLECTORs, 33 
: Collections. Fe. Collectors. N £. 2, To 72 5. 5 : d. 1 
Barum Thomas Jones 260 | 971 16 8 | 
Bath - - William Turner -| 260 260 0 0 
Bedford - Charles Harriſon - 260 265 8 0 
Briſto - - John Davies - 310 310 0 0 ' 
Cambridge Chr. Hodgſon 8 830 2355 i 0 4 
Canterbury - Henry Dent 340 958 16 4 | 10 
Cheſter - - - Jobn Buck. - - 9e 38 16. 4 bY, 
Cornwall John Beynon -| 380 . e l . 
Coventry - = Benj. Fidoe - 280 301 16 8 | 5 
n and „„ Felix Simpſon 319 8317 3 10 Wl 
Derby -<- _ - George Godwin“ 280 | 289 15 10 "4 
Dorſet - Tho. Clement 28 | 285 17 4 | Wn 
Durham - - - Marmaduke Clark! 370 3096 19 4 | fda 
SE” Tho. Nevil--- 350 301 12 8 . 
Hon Jo. William - goo: 316 16 9 1 
Gloceſter - - John Owen 2 2 5 8 "jd 
Grantham - = Iſaac Pleaſance -| 270 282 6 9 þ 
Hants: john Cole 380 329 19 31 4 
Hereford -- Simon Edſall -<| 250 256 12 © kf 
Hertford - Bart. Sikes =}: - $00 980 -0:-..0; 1 
Hul Gaus Bih op 280 285 49 % 
Ille of Wide W. Shadgett 250 | 252 18 4 5 
Lancaſter = W. Shackleton 300 314 „ 6 15 
Leeds - _ »- Luke Blakelock “ 3350 401 6.2.4 5 
-Lickneld- - - -  - W. Green :- 250 284 4 8 | 4 
Lincoln - — Tho. Thompſon -| 250 | 257 17 4 1 0 
Liverpool © -  » Jon» degt % 9310 5 6 . 
Lynn - Cooke Watſon 290 . wh 
Mancheſter - William Croſs -| goo | 337 13 2 10 
Marlboro“ Benj. Ward - -} 260 | 263 6 o| 1 
Northampton - John CI > 280 | 293. 3 4 | | bl 
Borne 8 90 10 9,471 16 11 * 
Bb # 3 f 
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22 SUPPLEMENT (A.) Continued. 


on * 8 of 


—_—J 


it 
_— > - Mx" ; 


phos Eon | Salaries | Total 
EMPLOYMENTS. and fixed | of | 
21 e | Allowances | Emoluments. 
Country ESTABLISHMENT;| 
COLLECTORS. EK 
ColleAions, | . Collectors. | If . © ROT ef , >; T 
Brought forward“ 9010 9,47 1 16 11 
| Northumberland Will. March ” | [TL 5 
| Norwich  -- | <= Daniel Ritfon. © 4. 960 38 
ir v Harman: | | 260 267 10 
„ Piymouth «Joh Vie! 320 337 6 
Peloenn To. Tunne!t 250 289 12 
Reading  - John Oſmone 250 261 17 
| Rocheſter - Will. Falſhaw -| 320 328 12 
. Sahiſhury Geo. Smith - -| 280 288 5 


Saſopr + Rich: Sayer 4 4: 2800; 7-- 5.966 


Worceſter - John Weeks 2860 Ban 
. Waiſtell 1 7 270 


O 
Sheffield. John Ogle 270 291 0 0 
. Somerſet: -: + William Irving 270 283 3 
Suffolk Rich. Powell + 99 9371 18 
Sürrex̃d E. Edwards -. -]. 70 270 6 
N 3 r 350 358 16 
ringe John Oliver sf 13 
Wales, Eaſt | Tho. 7 TY + oo 03 | - a9 13-1 
Wales, Middle "a — 239 234 17 
Wales, North - Will. e F ET) os 
Wales, Weſt - Will. Lutwyche 270 279 7 
ih John Berry d -- £94 12 
Wolverhampton Simon Pedley - 280 280 0 
8 
© 


O O O O OOO O O Nato. 0©O 


Supernumerary Collectors, each at G. 80 | 160 160 0 0 
| LOTAL 74 1 6,470 | 16,160 14 0 


An 
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An Account of the Number and Names of the ſeveral Holydays, 
in every Year, which are kept by the Exciſe Office, 


HOLYDAYS. 
All Sundays in the Year 


Jan. 1. Circumciſion | 
> Os Epiphany 
18. Queen's Birth- day 
25. Converſion of St. Paul 


30. King Charles the 1ſt's 


Martyrdom 


Feb. . Purification of the Vir- 


gin Mary 

14. Valentine 
24. St. Matthias 
Mar. 1. St. David 


25. Annunciation of the 


Virgin Mary 
Apr. 23. St. George 
| „St. Mark 


May 1. St. Philip and St. James 5 
| of Wales's 5 


17. Princeſs 


Birth Day 


= 29. King Charles's the 24” q | 


Reſtoration 
june 4. King' s Birth Day 
11. St. Barnabas 
24. St. John the Baptiſt 
| 29. St. Peter and St. Faul 
July 15. St. Swithin 
285. St. James 
Aug. 1 . Lammas Day 


11. Princeſs of Brunſwick 8 


But th Day 


HOLYDAYS. 


12. Prince of Wales's Birth 
ay | 
24. St. Bartholomew 


=4 Sept 2, London Burnt 


14. Holy Rood Day 


| and 2d Landing 
21. St. Matthew _ 
22, Coronation 


29. Princeſs Royal's Birth 


Day, St. Michael 
OR. 18. St. Luke 
25. King George the 3d 's 
Acceſhon _ 
28. St. Simon and Jude 
Nov. 1. All Saints 
2. All Souls 


in 
5. Powder Plot 
9. Lord Mayor's Day 
175 Queen Elizabeth's Ac. 
ceſſion 
30. St. Andrew 
Dec. 21. St. Thomas 
2 5. Chriſtmas Day 
26. St. Stephen 
27. St. Ihn 
28. Innocents. 8 


Sbrove Tueſday 
Aſh Wedneſday 
Good Friday 
Eaſter Monday 
Tueſday 


1 


N. B. Theſe Holydays are kept at the Head Office only. 


—_— 


MOVEABLE HOLYDAYS. 


Eaſter Wedneſday 
Aſcenſion Day 
Whitſun Monday 
Tueſday 
Wedneſday 


ployed in the Port of London, in this reſpect, follow the Rules obſerved at the 
_ Cuſtom Houſe, and the Warehouſe Keepers and Lockers at the Tea and Coffee 
Warehouſes are enjoined to attend on Afternoons and Holydays when it is re- 
quiſite. No Holydays whatever are hs by the Survey ing Officers, W. in 


"0908 or Country. 


18. King George the 30: 


any - 


4. King William's Land. 


The Officers em- 
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24 SUPPLEMENT (C.) Report V. 


EXAMINATION of Gzorcs Janes CHOLMONDELEY, Eſq. 
Chairman of the Board of Exciſe; taken the 22d of June, 1797, 


6 0: IS there any complete Collection of the Laws, relative to 
the Exciſe only, printed and fold for the Public Uſe ?—A. No, 


D. Is there any printed for the Uſe of the Office? -A. Yes; a 
Collection from all the Statutes paſſed previous to the Thirty-third 
of George III. which contains ſuch Parts of each Statute as relate 
to the Exciſe, It conſiſts of 1171 Pages Folio, together with a 
Schedule of Duties, Allowances, Bounties, and Drawbacks, pay- 
able before the Conſolidation Act, conſiſting of 16 Pages, and an 
Index conſiſting of 325 Pages: The marginal Notes are correctly 
abſtracted from the enacting Clauſes, and the Index is carefully and 
minutely compiled this Collection was framed under the imme: 


diate Direction of the Board. 


Q. Is it the Opinion of the Office, that this Collection ſhould 
be confined to the Poſſeſſion of the Officers? A. It has been 
uſually held that it ought. 3 „ BS 
Q. In your individual Judgment, is it more advantageous to the 
Public Service, that this Exciſe Collection ſhould be fo confined, 
or that- it ſhould be publicly ſold ?—A. The Effect of publiſhing this 
Collection appears to me to be ſimilar to that of publithing any 
other Laws. „ % . 


2. Does it appear to you, that the Exciſe Laws might be uſe- 
fully reduced in Bulk, or conveniently arranged—4. Of the Ex- 
ciſe Laws themſelves, independent of this Collection, I cannot 
| Tpeak with any Confidence, but I am decidedly of Opinion that 
this Collection cannot be reduced in Bulk, or better arranged for 
the Purpoſes of all Perſons concerned, VF 


Deſcribe the Arrangement. — Such Parts of the Statutes as are 
inſerted in this Collection are chronologically arranged, with 
marginal References, referring to any other Laws that relate to 
the reſpective Subject; with an Alphabetical Index under General 
Heads, clearly referring, by different Means, to every Subject. 


LY 


SIXTH REPORT. 


1 Ordered to be e printed 92 Jah. 1797. wy 
8 . 


us Office does not appear to have fallen under the 
Examination either of the Commiſſioners of Accounts 

or of the Commiſſioners of Inquiry; it is incidentally men- 

tioned in the Second Report of the former, and being then 

conſidered as an Office, the Buſineſs of which did not require 

a ſeparate Board, its Conſolidation with ſome other Boards of 


Revenue was recommended. Nothing was done in conle- 


quence of that Recommendation; and Your Committee 

think it unneceſſary now to inquire whether it ought or ought 
not to have been adopted at that Time, as the Variety of 
new Stamp Duties, and the conſequent Increaſe of Buſineſs, 


have entirely removed the Gr ounds upon which that Sug Sgeſtion 
was made. 


1 IN forming a Compariſon between the State of this 
Office and its ſubordinate Branches in 1782, and in 1796, 
Your Committee have found it moſt convenient to take the 
Year from Auguſt to Auguſt, being the Period en for 
making up the Annual Accounts thereof. | 


They find that the Eſtabliſhment of the Head Office 


conſiſted, in 1782, of 101 Perſons; in 1796 it conſiſted of 


123 Perſons *, whoſe reſpective Duties and Salaries are detailed 


in the Aanered Account, being an Addition, in Point of 
N umber, of 22 Perſons. 


_* Supplement (A. & B.) TIE 
The 
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2” "© SAETH REPORT: 


þ he Groſs S in 1782, ſubject to Taxes; amounted 


to 11,120; in 1796, to £. 12, 940; being an Addition in 
Point of Expence, of Le I, 820. 8 = 


It is 1180 by the Board, that moſt of the Salaries Van 
upon an old Eſtabliſhment, they have thought it juſt and 
reaſonable, during the Preſſure of Buſineſs occaſioned by the 
many new and additional Duties that have taken place in this 
Revenue of late Years, to make the Officers immediately 
concerned in the Collection thereof, ſmall and temporary 
Allowances for extraordinary Labour and Attendance, ac- 
cording to Circumſtances, and which are always included in 
their Incident Bill, which is annually tranſmitted. to the 
Lords of the Treaſury for their Approbation and Allowance. 


It appears alſo from the Incident Bill that chere are Sala- 
Ties paid to a conſiderable Amount to Officers appointed by 

the Commiſſioners, which are not included in the Account 
| of Salaries Paid upon the Eſtabliſhment. 


With theſe Additions, the Compariſon will ſtand : as follows: 


From Auguſt an. £76 From Fe 1795 


— 


to Auguſt 1782. io Auguſt 1796. 
5 . | . * 2 * d. 
ies paid upon the aan 10,955 1 0 4 10 
Salaries and Allowances not x - 1 3 3 7 
upon the Eſtabliſhment 1 e 7˙778 19 3 
To Sapdrie for extra 1 ; 139 3 13 25 3 


4. 16.537 9 — eee 3 4 


— 


The 8 of Expence at the Head Office appears to be 
| 4 7,526 145. 4d, 
The 


JD 


COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, &. 3 


The Date and Particulars of each Addition are detailed in ii 

the annexed Account, which being made up to a differenkt 
Period, and with a different View from thoſe above referred 48 
to, neceffarily gives in ſome Degree a different Reſult, =. 


The Number of Head Diſtributors 1 in the Country, who 
are paid by a Poundage of J. 5 per Cent. on the Amount of 
their Remittances, Was Fifty-two in 1782, and Sixty-ſeven 
in 1796, being an Increaſe of Fifteen; the Addition made 
to their Number in 1783, was Nineteen; but Four have 
been ſince diſcontinued. | | „ 
| From Auguſt 1781, From Auguſt 1795, 


to Augult 1782. to Auguſt 1796. 
Z- . „*˙ RT 
The Groſs Produce ofthe Stamp 6 8 6 6 
Duties, was - 91, 02 : 9 15 99.851 9-9 
13 the Ex. | 586, 628. 7 4 1,766,188 | 14 1. 
Total Deduftions - - N 1 _ 132.863 10 8 


by 1 it appears, that while the Net Revenue has been 
more than tripled, the Deductions from the groſs Produce 
have been little more than doubled. 


The Deductions in each Period were as tollows : : 


12,060 2 6 


Stationers Bill for Parchment 
and Paper, which is returned 
to the Revenue by Remit- 
tances from the Country Diſ- 
tributors -= - =". 


| Incidents at the Head Office, in- 

cluding Salaries not upon the 
Eſtabliſhment, Sundries for | l 
occaſional Service, Repay- 1 3.4 5 9 29,182 14 10 
ment of Taxes to certain Offi- | | 


cers under . 100 per Annum, 
Stationary, Proſecutions, &c, 


—_— — — — 4 —— — ood 


Borne forward = 4. SIS 14 3 41,242 3 


SIXTH REPORT 


C. 5. d. . d. 
Brough forward - | 21,974 14 3 41,242 17 4 


Diſcounts aa by Ads of | „ 
Parliament at the Head 0 5,283 13 4 $3591 10 
r Aiberlices 2 1,773 14 11 6.901 12 


Expences of Management in 


the Country Found — 1 e e 26639 9 1 


Incidents 5.328 391 6,78. 6 „ 
Expevees i in | Scotland = 4878 5 91 8,347 i: 


L 


— mung —— — 8 — — : 


2 —_ > on Hands 


It is alſo ſtated 17 the Board, that none 105 the Offices ; in 
that Rev enue, whether granted by Letters Patent or Treaſury 
Warrant, are for Life; but that nevertheleſs they have been 
always underſtood ſo to be held, unleſs in Caſes of Miſcon- 
duct; that the Office is always open, except on Holidays, 
from Half an Hour after Eight o'Clock in the Morning till 
Two, and occaſionally alſo on Holidays, when the Public 
- Buſineſs requires it; that the official Attendance is. Daily in 
moſt of the Departments; and where that is not neceſlary 
from the Nature of the Employment, the Officers attend 


Twice, Thrice, or as often in the Week as Occaſion 
demands. | 


The Amount of Fees i is ſtated to be very inconſiderable 3 


in general they are not allowed to o be taken by the Officers of 
this Derenemant, | 


8 3. Although 


COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, &. & 


8 3. Although it appears by the above intent, 


that the Increaſe in the Expence of Collection has been but 


a ſmall Proportion to the Increaſe of Revenue; and though 
the Addition made to the Number of Perſons employed, 


and in ſome Inſtances to their Salaries, may well have been 


juſtified by the great Accumulation of Buſineſs, which has 


been thrown upon this Office, Your Committee have thought 
it their Duty to enquire what further Reduction might "be 
made, conſiſtently with the Public Service, and to offer ſuch 


Obſervations as appeared to them conducive to the better 


Management of a Branch of the Public Revenue, which is 
become ſo important in its Extent, even excluſive of the 
Taxes Unpoles 1 in the preſent Seſſion. 


They find that the Offices of Receiver, . Comprreties, 
and of Regiſter and Comptroller of the Apprentice Duty, 
| are entirely executed by their reſpective Clerks ; that the 
Office of Correſpondent is executed by the Secretary's Clerks ; 
thoſe of Regiſter of Warrants for ſtamping, and of Ware- 
houſe Keeper of ſtamped Goods, by their reſpective Aſſiſt- 
_ ants; that the Aſſiſtant to the Examiner and Accountant 


Clerk, the Clerk of the Securities, the Regiſter of Hat 


Licences and Labels, and the Regiſter of Horſe Dealers and 


Pawnbrokers Licences, and Thirty-two inferior . Officers, 


moſt of which are employed 1 in mechanical Duties, act only 


by Deputy. 


It js ſtated by the Board, that in purſuance of a Treaſury 
Minute, dated July Zoth, 1782, all ſuch Perſons in 0 


Stamp Office as ſhall obtain Leave of Abſence, are directed 
to pay their reſpective Deputies; which Regulaticn has ever 


ſince been punctually obſerved, 


8 8 are ſenſible that thoſe Offices, the Duty 
of which conſiſts in the general Inſpection of what is done by 
Ge others, 


1 1 . i 
« 

4 + 

Me 
4 q ' 
[ 4 


4 
7 


3 - 4 
© = - = 
——_ — — 
3 — 


— — 
— 


6 SIXTH REPORT: 


others, may not require conſtant Attendance; that the 
actual Performance of the Buſineſs muſt reſt in the ſubor- 
dinate Officers, and particularly that, in Offices of Receipt, 
the Salaries given to the chief Perſons in each Department 
are in conſideration of their pecuniary Reſponſibility, and of 
the Influence they ought to poſſeſs from their ſuperior 


Station; but they conceive that theſe Obſervations apply to 


few of the Inſtances in which Offices in this Department 
appear to have been converted into Sinecures ; nor are they 


aware of any Reaſons for allowing ſo many Perſons in interior 


Situations to act by Deputy. "Theſe Practices may have 
been ſanctioned by uſage, but they are ſo liable to abuſe, 
and ſo likely to produce a negligent or a corrupt Diſcharge 
of Duty, that Your Committee are of Opinion " ought, 5 
except in very ſpecial & ales, to be diſcontinued. 


' Your Committee beg Leave allo to fn voſt the 8 J 
of ſettling the Eſtabliſnment of this Office upon a permanent 


Footing, fo that all regular Salaries may appear therein, in- 
55 ſtead of being in Part inſerted in the Bill for incidental 


Charges. Such Annual Allowances as are the proper Reward 
for extraordinary Trouble might till be left to the Diſcre- 


tion of the Commiſſioners under the Controul of the 
Treabuzy. 


With reſpect to the Paſſage of this Revenue from the 
Subject to the Exchequer, Your Committee find that the 
| Receiver General pays into the Exchequer, on Wedneſday 
in each Week, the Balance of the Account made up on the 

preceding Monday; the Country Diſtributors make their 
Remittances by Bills payable to the Receiver General, uſually 
at a Month's Date, and the Accumulation of Balances in their 
Hands is guarded againſt, by the Inſtructions given them on 
entering into Office, by frequent Reference to their Accounts, 
as kept by the Comptroller, by Application by Letter from 
Time to Time to reduce their Balances, by occafionally 
| with- 


COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, e. 7 


withholding Stamps from fc as are remiſs i in their Pay- 
ments, by the Inſpection and Report of proper Officers ſent 
to examine the Stock of the Head and Under Diſtributors 

in the different Diſtricts, and from their own general Ac- 
counts, Debtor and Creditor, Annually 8 upon 
Oath to the Commiſſioners. 


It appears alſo, that the Head Diftiibutces give * Security 
to a large Amount, varying according to the Average Value 
of Stamps 1 in their Hands. 


' Your "RADAR are not aware of any Improvement to be 
made under this Head, unleſs it ſhould be found practicable 
to fix a preciſe Period, very frequently recurring, at which 
Remittances ſhould be made ; or thg preciſe Amount of the 
Balance, which each Diſtributor ſhould not be allowed to 
exceed. As he pays in the firſt Inſtance all incidental Ex- 
pences, it ſeems neceſſary that a Balance to a ſmall Amount 
ſhould be allowed to remain. 


The Head Diſtributor of Stamps for Scotland mk his 
Remittances Monthly to the Receiver General in London; 
and the Accounts ſo made up, in which all the Money re- 
ceived at Edinburgh, and the Remittances from his Depu- 
ties in the Courſe of the Month, are entered, are ſtated to be 
| regularly tranſmitted to the Board. | 


Your Committee find that the Balance in the Hands of the 
Head Diſtributor at Edinburgh, on the 5th of April 1797, 
was £. 8,994, and that the Average Amount of the Balance 
in his Hands on the Second of each Month, from January 
1796 to January 1797, was about /. 11,000. It is ſtated 
by the Board as one of the Reaſons why this Diſtributor 
ſhould be allowed to keep a larger Balance + than can be 
wanted elſewhere, that the Office at Edinburgh is the general 
"0 both of Receipt and Diſburſement for that Part of the 
Kingdom 
. Supplement (C.) + Supplement n 8 
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Kingdom. But Your Committee conceive, - that as the 
Monthly Balance above-mentioned is the Sum remaining in 
his Hands, after making not only all Monthly Remittances, 
but alſo all Monthly Payments (the Amount of which in 
Fifteen Months was only C. 10,252) the current Receipt of 
each Month muſt be more than adequate to anſwer the 
Demands upon it, and the greater Part, if not the Whole, 
of the ſaid Balance is detained, without any ſufficient Rea- 
ſon, in the Hands of the Diſtributor. This Practice has 
been ſanctioned by Jong Uſage in this, as well as in other 
Branches of the Revenue collected in Scotland, but Your 
Committee ſee no Ground for forming a different Opinion in 

this Inſtance, from that which they have Tun it their 
: I to ape in morn Caſes. 


. e find that the Diſtributors in the Coun. 
try are paid by a Poundage of C. 5 per Cent. upon the 
Amount of their Remittances, which they are allowed to 
charge in their Annual Accounts; and that they allow 
L. 21 per Cent, to the Sub-diftributors, whom they appoint, 
and for whom they are anſwerable. The Poundage to thc 
Head Diſtributors appears to have been fixed at firlt at 184. 
in the Pound; at which Rate it continued till 1758, when 
it was reduced to L. 5 per Cent. but in the Courſe of that 
Year raiſed to C. 6 per Cent. In 1765, the Commiſſioners 
were required to conſider of a further Reduction of Pound- 
age, in conſequence of the ſeveral additional Duties; and 
upon their Report, it was reduced to L. 5 per Cent. with an 
Exception in favour of thoſe whoſe Collections did not ex- 
ceed J. 59 per Annum. The Amount of the Poundage 
paid to the Country Diſtributors, from the iſt of Auguſt 
17 764, to the iſt of Auguſt 176 5, the Year antecedent to 
the laſt Reduction, was L. 6,584 1s. 34. in the next Year 
it was reduced to C. 5,830, notwithſtanding the additional 
Duties which had been impoſed, In the Tear ending 10 


"#7 


= = 4 


- 
— - 2 * 4a 


COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, kee. 9 


iſt of Auguſt 1782, it amounted to L. 12 906 25, md. 

It is ſtated by the Board, that in the Year 1783, on the 
Proſpect of a very great Increaſe of Revenue, from the 
various new Duties impoſed about that Time, many of the 
Diſtricts, and lome not the moſt extenfive, were divided, 
and additional Diſtributors were appointed thereto by the 

| Treaſury, by which Increaſe of Numbers the Advantage of 

| the Office was very conſiderably leſſened to Individuals. And 
it is further ſtated, that as ſome of the Duties did not turn 
out well, and others were transferred within a Year to ano- 
ther Management, the Diſtributors were in by act put in a 

fill worſe Situation. 


The Number of Diſtributors then ade was Miseteen 
[- of which Four have been fince diſcontinued, ſo that the pre- 
ſent Increaſe is Fifteen; the whole Number is now, exclu- 
| five of One at Dublin, Sixty-fix. The Sum divided be- 
E tween them and the Sub- diſtributors, 1 in the Year ending the 
| 1ſt of Auguſt 1796, was L. 34,530. 95. 3d. and to this Sam 
1 1 Fürther Addition will be made in conſequence of the Stamp 
Duties impoſed in the preſent Seſſion. An Increaſe of pecu- 
mary Reſponſibility is indeed thrown upon the Head Diſ- 
WF tributors, and ſome additional Trouble muſt be created by 
dhe great Addition to the Number of Articles which furniſh 
this Revenue; but neither the one nor the other appear to 
bear an adequate Proportion to the Increaſe of Emolument ; 
and Your Committee are decidedly of Opinion (in concur- 
rence with what is ſtated by the Board, in anſwer to a 
| Queſtion tranſmitted to them) that proceeding upon the 
. ſame Principle of an extended Sale, upon which this Sort of 
Allowance has been reviſed and modified from Time to 
Time, there can be no Reaſon why the Profits thereon 
ſhould not ſuffer ſome Abatement, with a due Attention to 
the Circumſtances above-mentioned, and with the Exception 


of ſuch Perſons whoſe Collections do 1 not exceed a certain 
Sum. OS 
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The Poundage to the Sub- diſtributors in Scotland i is not, 


| as in England, a Deduction from the Emoluments of the 


Head Diſtributor (at the Rate of C. 22 per Cent. out of 
the /. 5 per Cent. allowed them by Government) but as the 
Head Diſtributor at Edinburgh is allowed no Poundage, it 
is paid by him to them, and charged as One of. the Di- 
burſements in his Account. It is ſtated by the Board to be 
J. 10 per Cent. and Your Committee concur in Opinion 


with them, that there does not ſeem to be a ſufficient Rea- 


ſon for continuing this Rate of Allowance at a Time when 
the State of the Country and the Amount of the Duties is 
ſo materially changed from what it was when that Rate was 


5 firſt ſettled. 


Vuobuur Committee have annexed to this Revert an Account 
of the Number of Holydays* (amounting to Fifty-Two) _ 
kept at the Stamp Office, together with the Reaſons for the 

- ſame, as ſtated by the Board; and alſo an Account of the 
Emoluments received by each Officer in that Department 


from Penſions, Places, or other Employments under Go- ] 
vernment. 1 


July 19th, 1797. 
EY . Supplement (E.) 
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OFFICERS. 
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| Nawss, and Salaries per Annum. 


. F © "908 


. 1 on James Bindley, Eſq. 


Warehouſe-keeper of Un- 
ſtamped Goods - » 
Aſſiſtant to DY - 


| Thomas Hance 
2 J. Hunt. 7 


N John Byng, Eſq. 
Commiſſioners = 4 Everard Fawkener, Eſq. 
. 0 | | Charles Melliſh, Eſq. 

Fonts: a. (Lewis Jenkins, Eſq. 
Secretary 3 -| John Brettell, Eſq. 

Receiver - -| Joſeph Smith = 
Comptroller Patrick Brydone 
Secretary” s Firſt Clerk Charles E. Beresford 
2 - D®- © «| Thomas Brown. - 
gd D William Kappen 
4th D William Ward 
5th DO John Brettell, lun. 
1 Receiver: $ ; Firſt Clerk -| George Thring 
"0,0 -| John Tilby 
gd DY + _ JLeonaid' untingdon 
w.. 4 Rex: - 
5th D James Wadmore 
6th Do Richard Green 
: T1 LY. James Wilſon 
N 8th De -| John Gearing 
9 Ge le s Firſt Clerk John Lloyd 
1 / — u. 20” -| Robert Thompſon 
ad DF. -.: fc Beck 
4th De 2. S. Lloyd 
5th De W. B. Rook 355 
6th De M. Voung 
% / ji Bax: 
Correſpondent ET Richard Hale 5 
| Examiner & Accountant Clerk Benjamin Radcliffe 
Aſſiſtant to DY — William Griffin 
Solicitor <- Edward Eſtcourt 
Teller of Stamps 3 C. E. Beresford 
Aſſiſtant to the ſame T. C. Hudſon 5 
Clerk of the Securities J. Royer - 
een, of — — 4 William Allen 
Aſſiſtant to DO P. Gloſſop 


60 


100 
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Warchouts. 3 Sump: 


Aſſiſtant to the ſame 
 Houſe-keeper 25 
Diſtributor for 11 
Diſtributor for Middleſex 
| Superviſor of Stampers _ 
Neputy Superviſor of 9. 
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Names, and Salaries per Annum. 


ed Goods 
Attn to-D® 
Faker | 
Inſpector of Courts and Cor- 


porations, and ng OUT - 


Inſpector of Do, within the 
Bills of Mortality _ - 


Stampers ME 4 


Thomas Birch 
Thomas London | 
Alexander Emerſon *© 


5 ſ 
veyors (3) 1 
4 Juliana Forreſt © - 5 


— 
P. Gloſſop 


IJ. Nicholſon 


W. Wood 


[R. Edwards 


1 | DE OG RI ag 
H. Harben = - OM 3 


George Brook - 


Samuel Moſman 

]. R. Bell 

W. R. Duill 4 
Francis Blackſtone * 


Samuel Bennett Py 


T3 Renal i 


100 


G. Saunders 


G. Andrews 
E. Royer 
E. Barker 

T. Cope 1 
E, Davis = = 
S. Crabb Es 
Joſ. Hooper 
George Collins ES 
C. Mann 1 
John Hill ; 
John Barnes 
John Beardwell 
Thomas Luxmore | 
W. Cave wy 
J. Hughes | 
W. Stuckey | 


L. Booth 

J. Twamley 
Wainman 
Yomas Marſhall 

J. Hedgeley 

Job. Allen 


_ 


— — 


H. Payne 


Iſaac Iſles 


200 


TTT 
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OFFICERS. 0 Names, and Salaries per Annum. 
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J. A May - . 
| Ad Weſt | 1 
. 
Robert White F 
Luke Wet 
II William Mayne 


| j Thomas Lindle | 3 
1 IIRobert Clement „ 
Stampers continued. Thomas Andrews F each 30 
II Daniel Williams 
| „„ John Richards Os 
15 William Lanſley e 1 
f Joſeph Atkins 5 
_ 1] William Bond 
Samuel Walker 
_ | f Thomas Hart 
| IW. Woollaſton 
J John Woolley 
Rolling Preſs Printers | dward Williams 
8 . 0 John Harwood © 
R. Aſh, John Banks,” | 
W. Holmes, . Barrer, SE 
rel. the Rolbng)|7. Thynne, S. Smith, 4. eh 
| DN L. Malherbe, 4 
Wetters of "Panet for the John Fenn 
Solling Preſſes John Fraſer 


* 2 2 


Layers and Takers of Paper 


Rolling reſs Officer Edward Mannan 
Billman George Norman - 
Additional Ain | | Edward Tanner 8 
Regiſter and Comptroller of 1 1 
the Apprentice Duty /* 8 
Clerk to Dꝰ on Do - | ]. Coldicoate - 
Entering Clerk and Meſſen- 1 1 
ger on BG „I John Hart - 
Chamber-keeper Richard A 
Meſſenger RE WI Stephen Smith — = 
Porter - | John March - 
Watchmen J. Lucas. T. Seabrook, _ 380 
EnteringClerk of cards & Dice William Pritchard | „„ 
John Farrer - - Oo 


Tho. Field, J. Dup ont, 
Searchers and Surveyors of F. Crofs, TOM P>wel 


Cards and Dice —— A. Bulg in 15 lad each 45 | 
50 Dd William Hewitt e 
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"OFFICERS. | Nauzs, and Salaries per Annum. 
"Sib of Dice 8 Thomas Major „„ ag 
Regiſter of -|Hirons Claridge 380 
Aſſiſtant to DY % 20 

Inſpectors of Gaming Houſes Francis Blackſtone  Y 
and Venders of Cards, George Harris each 20 
Dice, and Pamphlets A. Bulgin | 

Storekeeper and Regiſter of 5 . 

Hat and Glove Licences 9 Charles Blachley | - 150 
© and Labels „ 
Aſſiſtant to Do on Hat Duty Georgs Reynolds - 380 

Aſſiſtant to De on Glove Duty W. Farthing 6 - 80 

Clerk to De on Hat Duty [Richard Knubley _ 50 

Clerk to Do on Glove Duty -| James Walſh = - bo 
Packer and Meſſenger to D* 5 . 
e = 1 John Cawſton „5 
: Regiſter of Horſe Deaternand „ . 

 Pawnbrokers Licences ; Francis Leighton On 3 00 
| Inſpettor of Plate Duty [William Harris - — 70 
Regiſter of Certificates 21 ee eee 3 70 
- - killing Game = JFF | „„ 
Aſſiſtant to Do „ ⁵ enn 0 

General Accountant of the 5 5 

5 84 1 5 in Ai: Johnſon : 120 

Rollin Proſe. &c. Ware- 0 
| 5; bows keeper 1 1 B. Wood 12 | OM 100 
egiſter and Diſtributor of 3 
| 5 Perfumery 3 9 Charles Blachley | 100 
Aſſiſtant to D 5 Andrews Egg „„ 0 
Clerk to De „„ Francis Ford: „ 60 


Te 3 Will. Paſkin, S. Pohl, 
* of ae bl John Gray, I. nan. each 50 


I T. e, under 


Stamp Office, | 
11th July, 1797. 


An 
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An ACCOUNT of the preſent Eſtabliſhment of the STame | 


Ori; ſpecifying the ſeveral Officers employed under it, the 
Duty of each Officer, and the Salaries, 


— 


„ 


— 


Officers. 


44 
Commiſſioners 4 
| ; 


" Secretary x 


His Firſt Clerk 
| 20 Do. - » 
20 Do.: - 
4th Do. 

„ oth; Do. 


Receiver 


His Firſt Clerk 
2d Do. 

zd Do. 
4th Do. 
sth Do. 
6th Do. 

. 2th Do. 

8th Do. 

gth Do. 


5 


; 


Names. 


John Byng, Eſq, - + 


N 


Lewis Jenkins, Eſq. 
W. R. Spencer, Eſq. 


| John Brettell, Eſq. 


Cha. Edw. Beresford 
Thomas Brown 


[William Kappen - 


William Ward 
John Brettel, Junr. 


Joſeph Smith, Efq. 


George Thring — 
John Tilby - 
Leond. Huntington 
William John Rex 
James Wadmore - 
Richard Green = 
James Wilſon « 
John Gearing «= 
George Norman 


i Ds 2 
E | 


James Bindley, Eſq. 


Everard Fawkener, Eſq. 


— 
= 


Js 


ä 


Duty of each Officer—and Salaries. 


—}þ 


5 | Gereral Care and Superintend- 


>Pleaſure, 


|. Salary £.600 per Annum each 


free from Taxes. ' N B. The 


ence of the Revenue, for which 
| | Purpoſe the Board meet every Day, 

except Holydays.—By His Ma- 
jeſty's Letters Patent; during 


Firſt Commiſſioner feſides in che 
Office, and is allowed Coals and | 
4-3 Candles. 


# 


0 2850 the - Daily Min of 


| the Board for the difcharging of all 


ſuch Buſineſs, wherein the Commiſ- 


ſioners ſhall have occaſion 70 employ 
a Secretary. 5 


Salary L. 300 p per Annum 7 out ol 


| which he pays Taxes) 


| aan. Salary 130 ” To execute the | 
1 — Buſineſs of the Se- : 


bo þ cretary's Office. — 
- 60 | Appointed by the 
- 60 J Secretary. 


Has the whole Care of the Receipt 


and Payment belonging to this Re- 
venue. Salary J. 600 per Annum 


. of which he pays Taxes): 


Ann. Salary 4 
— 280 | ek 
60 To execute the 


60 >Receiver's Office 
60 | the Receiver. 


60 


| | | Comptroller 


60 | Buſineſs of the 


60 appointed by 
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Offices. Names. | Duty of each Officer—and Salaries, 
= | Comptroller. + | Patrick Brydone, Eſq. -.| To inſpect, examine, and controu} 
| EEE on 8 | the ſeveral Accounts of this Revenue, 
| | 2 6 as well at the Head Office as of all the 
. | | | Reeeivers, Collectors, and other Offi- 
* cers in the various Departments thereof. 
| 11 0 | | Annual Salary . 400 (out of which 
1 | 7 | i at e 
| b ok 1 e 
3 Comptrollers 8 1 1 
| | Firſt Clerk 5 John Lloyd Ann. Salary 1000 | | 
| "Fe \ 24 Ditto - | Robert Thompſon -]'F. I To execute the 
| 3d Ditto .- | Chs. Serle Lloyd | | .- = 4 Bufhneſs © of the 
| 4th Ditto Wm. B. Rook 3 \E . 6 >Comprroller's Office 
sth Ditto - | M. Young „„ | PETR bonne by the 
* öth Ditto Ed. Badger -| | Comptroller. 
| th Ditto - | Jas. Ainſlie -| „„ 


= 50 J fore and after ſtamp- 
j | ing, all Vellum, Parchment, and Pa- 
1 | I per ordered by the Commiſſioners to be 
» . delivered by the Warehauſekeeper of 
(i . | unſtamped Goods to the Warehouſe- 
= keepers of the Stamp and Rolling Preſs 

bo | | Warehouſes—to enter the Stamping 
Warrants—to make out Tickets for 
each Article to be ſtamped—and to 
keep an Account thereof in Books for 


| | Correſpondent | | Richard Hale By Treaſury Warrant; during Pleas 
* ELIT . , | on 
ENT. V t m 

| | Accountant # |Benj, Radclifffe Ann. Salary (Go geren previous to 
N „ 3 I Ptheir being delivered: 
His Aſſiſtant Wm. Griffin“ 50 | over to the Comp- 
5 GO oo F ð © I rroller. . 
| Solicitor - | Ed, Eftcourt, Eſq. By To carry on Law Profecutions.—— 
N L. F Salary C. 100 per Annum. 
= Teller of Stamps | Chas, Ed. Beresford - Ann. Salary 1001 To tell over, be- 
* His Aſſiſtant Tho. Cha. Hudſon 


. I chat Purpoſe. 
Clerk of the 1% p To enquire into the Circumſtances 
Securities. Jas. Royen e Pelſons propoſed for Sureties to 


Diſtributors of Stamps, and other Offi- 
| | cers in this Revenue and to fill up the 
requiſite Bond. Salary £.100 


| | 
3 


* 


Regiſter 
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Officers. 


N 


His Aſſiſtant >» 
Picker 


Infoeftors of 
Courts and Cor- 
porations, and 


Riding reren 


(3) 


Infoefor 
Ditto within the 
Bills of Mortality 
| * Aſiftant 


1 


| 


of 


4 
"A 


George Brooke 


| : 7 
Fras. Schmut 


> Alex. Emerſon 


Wm. Rt. Duill 


Names. — Duty of each Officer and Salaries. 
1 | E 5 
Eger 9 Wa. Allen 8 4 Ann. Salary 140 To copy all War- 
Warrams 1 e e ordering Vel- 
Stamplig = ; 1 + 8 lum, Parchment, and 
His Afhitant 7 ee Paper to be Jeſitered by the Ware- 
SS 9 | houſekeeper of unſtamped Goods to the 
Teller of Stamps for the Supply of the 
A | Two Warehouſes —and alſo the War. 
| | rants iſſued out by the Receiver General 
| for Goods brought to be flamped for 
| Ready Money. 15 fo 
Warehouſe- — org EE Ann. Salary 70 "Fo keep a ſufficient 
| 2 OW" f F . = of Velium, 
ſtampe lein How : : - 50 Parchment, and Paper 
His Aſſiſtant fo 5 TY | 15 the Supply of the Tuo WMWarehouſes. 
 Warchouſe- Þ Henry Harben Fe 0 Ann. Salary : 200 T 0 kao cans. 
keeper of 946 1 5 ; ly in Readineſs a. 
ped Goods =. 6 - 100 ) ſufficient Stock of 


| 5 00 Vellum, Parchment, and Paper 


lof all Sorts, to furniſh the Head Diſ- 


Thomas London 


Sampſon Moſſman 
| James Richard Bell 


1 


2 


1 


tributors of the ſeveral Counties. 

To tell all the ſtamped Goods which 
| come into the Warehouſe, and to pack 
them up when conligned to the Diſ- 
tributors. Salary 2 50. 


T0 inſpect the ſeveral Diſtributors 
Stocks of Stamped Vellum, Parch. 
ment, and Paper, and aifo the Prero- 
gative Borough, Corporation, and other 
Courts, to ſee whether the Proceedings 
therein be entered on the. requiſite 
Stamps. Annual Salary . 100 each. 


ea of all ſuch 
o Jas have licenced 
Books for making Entries, without 
Stamps, and to certify to the Commiſ- 
ſioners from Time to Time what ap- 
[pears to be due from ſuch Entries— 


2 
Ann. Salary 100 To examine the 


4 


| Talſo to examine whether the Records 


4 


land Entries in the ſeveral Courts and 


Offices are duly made on proper Stamps, 
{likewiſe to draw out Warrants for the 


Allowance of new Stamps, in lieu of 
ſuch as the Board ſhall think fit to cancel. 
Houſes 


* 
K 
_—— . 


London — 
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Names. 
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— —_ 
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| Duty of each Officer and Salaries, 


* * 
CO > 4 * — 


Diſtributor for 


Diſtributor for 


Middleſex - - 


Superviſor of 
Stampers. 
Deputy Super- 


—-» 


Stampers (46.) 
(at C. 50 each.) 


ö g 


Houſekeeper 


*. 


ö 


* 


1 John Barnes 


+ W. Mayne 
| T. Andrews 


[ _ 


Juliana Forreſt - = 
ws  ]vants clean all the particular Offices, 
: | and to take Care that the Watchmen 


8 


[ Samuel Bennett 


Edw. Royer 
Edward Davis 
George Collins 


William Cave 
John Wainman 
Job Allen 
Iſaac Iſles 

F. Copeland 


W. Lanſley 
8. Walker 


Fras, Black ſtone 


JI. J. Reynal : 
} Thomas Lindley 


— 


their reſpective 


Peter Gloſſop George Sanders 


* 


5 To ſee every Morning, that the Ser. 


come on Duty in due Time, at the 
Cloſe of each Day's Buſineſs ; and that 
every Office is thut up and left with 


Safety from Fire &c. Alſo to inſpett 
the Tradeſmen's Work, and. their re- 


ſpective Bills. Annual Salary L. 70. 


To keep a Stock of Stamped Vellum 


| Parchment and Paper, at the Head 


Office, for the Supply of the Public. —- 
Annval Salary C. 50. 


Io keep a Stock of ſtamped Vellum, 
Parchment, and Paper, for the Service 


| of* his Diſtrict. Annval Salary L. 200. 


and an Allowance of L. 50 per Annum, 


| for granting Hair Powder ertificates. 


33 To ſee that th 
5 o ſee that the 
Anu. Salary 100 | Stampers and Roh. 
ing Preſs Officers 
punctually attend 
Duties, and that the 
Stampers take in and deliver back all 
Vellum, Parchment, and Paper, ſtamp- 
ed according to the Warrants iſſued our 
from the Offices of the Receiver and 


10 


] Comptroller. 
John Nicholſon J 
Edw. Barker Thomas Cope | > 
Samuel Crabb Joſeph Hooper 2. 
Chriſt. Mann ohn Hill J 25 
John Beardwell ho. Luxmore | © * 
John Hughes W. Stuckey 3 
Lionel Booth John Twalmley 5 3 
T. Marſhall James Hedgley Os 
R. Edwards. Henry Payne 8 8 
1 A. May Joſeph Weſt | 3 
White L. Weſt = 8 
T. Lindley R. Clement 1885 
D. Williams J. Richards 132 
J. Atkins William Bend 2 8 
T. Hart W. Woollaſton 
One vacant | Jhþ 


Baolling 


** 
. 


 SveeLeMENT (B.) —Continued. 


_— CK 


Pre | 
Officers. | 


— 


| N ames. 


| 


£ ama. —— 


1 


Duty of each Officer and Salaries. 


Rollin g Preſs 


Printers 


IR. Deane - 


Layers and 

| Takers of Paper 

on and from the 
Rolling Preſſes. 


Wetters of Pa- 
pers for the Rol- 
ling Prefles + 


1 Rolling Preſs 
. Officer = = 


Comptroller of 
the Apprentice 
„„ 


"6 


Entering Clerk 
and Meſſenger = 


Chamber-keeper 


One vacant - 
A. Dackombe - 
W. Morgan 


Billnen Te 3 
POS Edw. Lockwood 


5.0 


| Regiſter and | 


— KS a. 


John Woolley - 
John Harwood - 


b 
R. Rhodes — 
H. Johnſton + 


(Richard Aſh 
J. Banks 
W. Holmes N 

< C. Barren 


Robert Wilſon - - 


850 0 Ed. Tanner — 


+ Lewis Vigoreux . 


John Coldecoate - 
J John Hat 


__ 


Richard King 


John Fenn ; 
John Fraſer * 


| 


1 
| remitted by the Country Diſtributors. 


Each -» 


| L. 150. — 


—_— —_—— 
——_— Elo - _ 


— 


| | papers and Alma- 


| for Cards, Medi- 


| ings. 


Annual Salary C. 50 each. 


| Annual Salary C. 50 each 


To f:t out the above Work for each 
particular Preſs» Annual Salary C. co. 


To preſent for Acceptance all Bills 
Annual Salary Z. 50. 


—— — 


To regiſter the Date of every Inden- 


ture, the Trade, Names, and Places 


of Abode of the Parties, the Term for 


]which the Apprentice is bound, the 
Sums inſerted, and the Duty of Pound- 


age paid thereon, Annual Salary 


Ann. Salary 50. 


| To fetch from the ſeveral Inns, the 
Indentures ſent up by the Country Diſ- 


to the Commiilioners, and, when they 


Order in the Commiſſioners Room on 
Board Days, and to attend during their 
fitting. Annual Salary £. 50. 


| Meſſenger 


=. 


To ſtamp News- 
» nacks—Alfo Labels 


| ©, Ines, and Perfu- 
ö mery, and Hat Lin- 


tributors; to give an Account thereof 


are regiſtered and ſtamped, to deliver 

them at the ſaid Inns, in order to their 

being returned to the Diſtributors, they 
were received from. Salary J. 30. 


To take Care that all Things be in 


2 


N 
\ 
* 
or” tf 
64 
$4 
] 
yl. 
Mi 
* 
. 


0 
Wt 
Vis 
gl! 
18 
10 
. 
. 
W 
| 
$4" 


— — — 


3 — 
— 


— 4 = — 
—— — — ——— —— 
— 
- 


- we —— N : „f — — — 
— — . — — — — — — 
— 8 2 


———— ⏑˖— Cy > 


| Watchmen 4 


| Dice 8 4 


Searchers and} 


—_ 
— — —— —— — — 


Marker of Dice 


—— 


— 
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| 


Officers. 


8 


— 
— » > me ana; 
— 


Duty of each Officer—and Salaries. 


' Meſſenger = stephen Smith = 


| 


N 
J 


* 4 - 


Entering Clerk . | 5 g N 5 : 
e * Cards and Dice made. Salary C. 50. 


of Cards and 


Surveyors of 


Pl 


0 


3 


Porter John March 


Thomas Field 

| John Dupont 

Cards and | Edw. Croſs 
John Powell 

Abm. Bulgin 

| James Linſtead - 


(- 
. 


John Lucas 
Thomas Seabrook < , 


Ditto - John Farrer — 


Alſo Engraver of 
Stamps = = 


Thomas Major 


— 


To attend the Commitlioners during 


Itributors, to the 
weigh all the Parcels, and to take a 


v 1 


1 
„ 


2ͤ — 


their Sitting, and to fetch and carry 


Letters from and to the Poſt Office — 
I Annual Salary L. 30. 


To attend in the Stamp Ware- 
houſe, in order to carry out the Goods, 
which ſhall be conſigned to the Dif 
proper Inas—to 


— ——_. 


| Receipt from the Carriers of the Deli- 
very thereof. Annual Saiary C. 40. 


On Working Days to be alternately 


{in the Office before Two O'Clock. and 
Ito remain on Duty until the neceſſary 
Women come the next Morning. | 


On Sundays and Holydays, One to 


{be in his Place at Eight o'Clock in the 

Morning preciſely. Nightly to report 

{to the Houſekeeper, that all is ſafe and 
; quiet. Annual Salary F. 30. 


[ * 


To keep an Account of all the 


Wu — —̊—ᷣ—z 


To attend the ſeveral Card Makers, 


and to encloſe every Pack of Playing 
Cards in ſtamped Jews and Labels. 
And one of them to keep an Account 
of the Cards made for Exportation, and 
to attend at the Cuſtom. e A {ee 
them, duly entered and ſhipped\there. 
Annual Salary £. 45. each. ) | 


To ſurvey the Stock of the ſeveral 


[Card Makers in the diffcrent Stages of 


marking, till the Cards are ſeparated 


tor Home Conſumption and for Ex- 


portation, and then to keep an Ac- 
{count of the firſt Sort. Salary J. 60. 


To mark all Playing Dice, and othcr 
Things which come under that Duty. 
| To engrave all the Dies and Copper 
Plates uſed in the Service of the Re- 
venue, to examine all Stamps brought 
to the Office to be cancelled, and to at- 
tend Trials relating to Counterfci: 
Stamps. Annval Salary L. 50. 
| | Regiſter 


SUPPLEMENT (B.) © Continued, 2 


y- a * - PR 
* 7 — wh 
x « . ' 
—_ 


* 


Officers... Names. | | Duty of each Ofhcer—and'Salaries. 


4 1 4 
* . * 8 „ "Te IF 2 1 . - „ 
— » — 
. - — — 
& l — 3 — 


Pampers iron Claridge Ann. ran, To keep an Ac - 
His Aſſiſtant | Lionel Booth es 2” 


:ount of the Duties 

- 20 paid for Newſpapers, 

| Almanacks, Pamphlets, and Adver- 

| 8 1 . | [tiſements. Alſo to tell over and can- 

„„ * = cel the Return of Almanacks not ſold. 

Inſpector of Fras. Blackſtone „ 
Gaming Houſes| | | . 

and Venders of & George Harris 


* 


(Annual Salary C. 20 each. 


Cards, Dice, and Tf . 
Pamphlets, J Abm. Bulgin fx 
? Regiſter of Hat F | e To iſſue Licences 
Licences and La- Chas. Blachley Ann. Salary 150 | to the Retailers of 
bels - -1J . Hats — to enter the 


Aſſiſtant to Do. Geo. Reynolds — fl. 


| | - = 80 Warrants for ſtam- 
Clerk to Do. Richard Knubley _ 


8 F 2 „ 380 | ping the Hat Lin- 
„„ Iain en Credit; ad 
Meſſenger +Jobn Cawſton CV the Ac- 
5 : E counts of the reſpective Dealers every 
A I six Months, in order to aſcertain the 
& neee sch dee e -* ii 
Regiſter of| } EET 


Horſe - Dealers 
and Pawn-Bro- 
kers' Licences 


Fras. Leighton Annual Salary C. 100. 


%%% To inſpect the Entries of Gold and 
Plate Duty J William Hari f, er Rane by che Goldſmith's 
Company. of London—to fee that the 
Duty is regularly charged—and to re- 
port an Account thereof to the Com- 

| miſſioners. Annual Salary . 70. 
e | 

Regiſter of e | 


Certificates for Fe Townend As. ü 70. Explained, by - 


killing Game | the Titles of their 
His Aſſiſtant -W. T. Dickenſon - 5 60 Emplopments. | 
General Ac- 1 | | | 0 i the Accounts. of the: 
countant of the] John Johnſton new Duties 1784, and of thoſe granted 
Duties, 1784 j | ſince, previous to their being delivered 


over to the Comptroller. 


Annual Salary C. 120. 


Rolling Preſs, ) To keep conſtantly in Readineſs a 
& c. Warehouſe- ICharles B. Wood - ſufficient oak of he Articles re- 
keeper = = j | quired by the new Duties from 1783, 

| tor the Supply of the Departments at 
the Head Office, and the Diſtributors 
in the country. Salary S. 100. 


e Regiſter : 


— 


22 SuppLEMENT (B.) Continued. 
Officers. Names. Duty of each Othcer—and Salaries, 
Regiſter and Cn | To 7 . 
Diſt: ibutor of . LY cences to the Ven- 
Perfumery Li- Charles Blachley + Ann. hob 100. | ders in London, 


cences, and La- 
bels 1 
Aſſiſtant to Do. 

Clerk to Diits - 


Inf a of 


| Per fumersHouſes | 


To | 


| Regiſter of 
I Perſonal Legacy 
. 
Aſſiſtant to Do. 


= Clerk to Do. - 


Jon. Andrews 


Fras. F od - 


W. Paſkin - 
Sam. Ponal! 
J. Gra, 
David Berrxyx 
Thos. Wilkinſon 


ce Price 3 
n 


| Anthony Jenkins 


* vs 


and neighbouring 

Villages, and to 
70 ſupply them with 
60 e ea or Labels. 


my 


To inſpect and ol examine the ſeveral 
Shops of Perfumers, within the Cities 
of London and Weſtminſter, and the 
Environs thereof, to ſee whether the 
Articles on Sale are properly ſtamped, 
and if not, then to affix the Paper 


Tickets thereon —=An Account of 
[which they report kad to the 
| Commiſſioners. _ 


_ _ OFFICERS 18 NORTH-BRITAIN. 


Comptroller 


Ditto 


leftor 


Head Diftri-) 
| butor and 8. 
Ditto - 

Diſtibutor 5 
for Edinburg of 
and Leith 


Ditto 


Solicitor 


T George Duncan 


For Clerks 


_|p or Clerks 


Jas. Baillie 


For a Clerk 


Geo. Buchan 


Inſpector 3 


William Dunbar 


Alexander Menzies 


Ann. Salary 250 Explained by the 
E: , En. 
150 ployments. 
— - $0 | 
Ann. Salary — | 
„ 
— - 260} 
" Explained by the 
- - 120 „Titles of their Em- 
ployments. | 
— 100 | | 
Ti 
— — 30 | 
- - 100 
3 


STAGE 


SUPPLEMENT (B.) Continued. 23 
Officers, Mt, OY EE To Duty of each Officer and Salaries. | 
—.— — — bak — — — — F — — 


ane AND DILIGENCE DUTIES. 


| Principal Col- [1 
lector for the Ci | 
tiesof London,and * fer 5 
0 


| 4. 
Weſtminſter, and 2 Ann. Salary 180 


County of Mid * 

dieſes =. > = 
Aſſiſtant ad 1] | 
Deputy to Ditto J. Hern — 2 100 


„ Wood 
| Clerks to Ditto | { 


W. Liſter - | Rack 70 
L. J. Pouchee — 4 


Examiner and EY . ! 

Accountant Clerk x, Conſtable P 3. TOY 

| ; 8 

Diſtributor and.) 
Regiſter of Tick. 

ets for Miles and 

Time, for the Ci-] 


Weſtminſter, and 
County of ROW 
dleſex I. 


I ployments. 


Afftan to Ditto 


« Calvert ae : — * * 
| . Sur ? 5 
veyor & Inſpe&or| | 
of Carriageswith- | | | 
in the Cities of . ov. 1 
Londonand Weſt- F. Blackſtone „% 
minſter, and with- 
in Three ale 
thereof. <> 
Aſſiſtants to Ditto] - bs Mer 3 Each i. * 
Travelling Sur- 4 Ds 1 
veyor & Inſpector 3 * n (. 7 
Secretary's Clerk E. B. Price «= = >... 60 
Rolling Preſs Of- f]. FFP 50 
| ficers . Wilſon © = " 50 
Watchman 5 Bullman = 1 - - 39 


| | „5 | Explained by the 
ties of London, & | G. Forreſter WE © OM \ Titles of their Em« 
J 


——. 
= — —_— a 2 
- : = — 
— — * 2 


. 


T 
U 
4 
1 i 
£ 
1 
1 
U 
i 
* 
} 
Fi 
4 
e 
17 
1 
In | 
+36 
& of 
io 5 Fil 
LK | 
. 
F 4. 
10 
þ 1 
| f 
4 
. * 
1 
UN , 
i 
x 1 
oo | 
os |.) 
1 


_—_—— 
—_—_—_—— 


— — — — — NS — 
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—_ -— 


En 
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SUPPLEMENT. (B.) Continued. 


Oſſicers. Names. Duty of each Officer—and Salaries, . 
| FIRE INSURANCE DUTY OFFICERS. 
| Tapes x 6 — To examine the 
ſurance Offices þ 4. Veckrt 8 Ann. * 45 2 {gk of the Fire 
Aſhſtant to Ditto] M. D. Percival Inſurance Offices 
| _ OS Is by within the hies of London and Weſt- 
| OT, minſter, or within Five Miles thereof — 
and to make a Charge on the Directors 
l x | for the Duty received. 
LOTTERY „rien ss. 

3 Geo. Thring - ben Salary 80 Wa Dut 
Receiving Clerks| {| John Tilby y al in 
Regiſter of Tickets T. Coxhead - - —— 50 >prefled on the Shares 
FEE ie eq J. Murray - - = - 60 | of Tickets, which are 
enn Cn LW. Norman 2 - _- 60 | depoſited With e 

„ Receiver General, and to enter an Ac- 
count thereof in Books kept for that 
„ * „ Purpoſe. | 
Stamper [H. Andrews - . 
Watchman J. Hickforx «< -< = - 30 
"fic. Ta. 3 To ſee that the Lottery Office 3 
„frecher of * | Thos, Wood © -Pzrs take out Licences—and to prevent 


_ texy Offices 


| [illegal Inſurances as much as poſfible,— 


An Allownnee of L. __ | 


* 


ha 


—— 


OFFICER FOR LICENCED RECEIPT BOOKS. 


InſpeEtor - T7 Henderſon 8 0 


Regiſter and Diſ- ) 


tributor of Me- 
dicine Licences 
and Labels 


Aſſiſtant to Do. 


Io examine the Books of the ſeveral 


Perſons licenced by the Commiſſioners, 
purſuant to Act of Parliament, to take 
Receipts therein without Stamps—to 
receive the Duty due on the ſaid En- 
tries, and to pay the ſame into the Re- 


ceipt of the Revenue, Salary £. 50. 


66— 


Thos. Matthews 


\ 


J ot E. Watſon- 


MEDICINE DUTY: OFFICE. 


13 
Ann. Salary C. 100 


To grant Li- 
cences to the 
Dealers, and to 
keep a Supply of 
| tamped Labels 
ofor the Service of 


the Publie. | 
ISTRIBUTORS 


oe. 6 (> @ (5 8 *Vy 


SUPPLEMENT (B.) Continued. ue _-- 


- . ** * * , 2 


— — ” — 


Names. 
5 4 


Duty of each Officer —and Salaries. 


FOO — 
TCD 


DISTRIBUTORS OF HAIR POWDER CERTIF 7ICATES IN TOWN. 
At the Head One | Jon. Andrews 1 Ann. Salary C. 130. 


For a Digi J Charles Blachley ß Mr. Blachley, C. 50 for an Office at 

minſter Piſtrict „ N Spring dane an Office in Vere 
2 4 [Street, free of Rent; Taxes for both 
{paid by the Commiffioners—An Al- 
lowance of Coals and Candles for the 
Offices. 


Mr. Gillman Rent and Taxes for 
Office in Lombard Street, paid by the 
| Com miſſion ers. 


For the City of| \ - = ; 
London Diſtrict I Webr. Annen 
For the Tower | | | 
Hamlets Diſ- | Geo. Leckey Mr. Leekey—Rent and Taxes for 
trie 1 e Office in Well-clole Square, pare by 
| che Commiſſioners. 


F ia the Clerken- | Thomas Stirlin -| Mr. Stirling's Office is kept at the 
ene Je of the Clerk. of the 4 for 
. = the County of Middleſex, on Clerken- | 
Remfter of. Hairk 5-5 well Green. 

Powder Certi-| pM. E. Sherwil! [Ann. Salary C. 80 

JJ 45 TIO 3 
His Aſſiſtant <| Vacant - 323 — 66 


s EA POLICY OFFICE. 


Diſtributor of Sea] I 3 5 
. IW. H. Hart Ann. Salary Z. 3000 ; 
Deputy to Ditto [J. C. Cogan  - = „ 
Regiſter of War! * 55 
rants for Sea] f J. J. Baſſett — „ „„ B&< | | 
Policy Stamps Do | | 
Depury to Ditto * Green - V | 
„„ Explained by che 
Keeper of the An | * Titles of th 
Credit i tn %%ͤĩ ]ù¹ĩIĩ 
| 8 of the 71 3 a 
| _ Caſh Ledger 3 B. 2 7005 5 7 8 ? e 
Clerks to the | 1 e 
Diſtributor of Sea 'eal 0 3 5 2 jy " | 
Meſſenger b S W. Wingate 8 3 9 40 
x 5 | That, 


5 


r 


F . —— — 


— x ů "en — _— 


ZK 1ST I—_— 


W. R. Duill 


26 SUPPLEMENT (B.) Continued. 


That in anſwer to the further Order of the Committee, dated 
the 2d May, we beg Leave to add the following Account of the 
Emoluments received by any Officer of this Revenue, from Pen. 


— 
E 


ci 


ſions, or Places, or other Employments under Government. 


Names. 


— 


_ Othce- re 


Situations in the Stamp = Penſions, Places, or other 


— 


Employments under Government. 


Johu Byng, Eſq. A Commiſſioner 


A J. Smith, Eſq. 


17 Brydone, Eſq. Comptroller | > | 


Edward Badger 


| Receiver — 


$ 


E. Eſtcourt, Eſq. Solicitor - 


James Royer 


William Allen 


* 


1 


— Clerk of the Securities 


for ſtamping 


Aſſiſtant to the In 


iſpector of Courts and 
(Corporations within the 
Bills of Mortality. 
Alſo Aſſiſtant to the 
Regiſter of the Perſonal 


Legacy Duty. | 


Foal 


Regiſter of Warrants 


— 


ä 
2 — — 1 11 


Has, for his Superintendence of the 


Barracks at Knightibridge, an Allow- 


ance of 10s. per Diem—knows of no 
other Emolument, | 

Is Agent for the Out Penſioners of 
Chelſea Hoſpital, with a Salary of 
t, oool. per Annum, and an Allowance 
of 15, per Pound for each Penſioner 
paid at Chelſea, &c. amounting to 5741. 
Out of the Firſt, he pays a Deduction 


[of 15, in the Pound, and Salaries to 


|Clerks and Agents m England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, to the Amount of 
5740. which leaves a Net Salary to the 


Agent of gool. per Annum. —Alſo 
| Government Agentfor Newfoundland, 


with a Salary of 1001. per Annum. 


-| Has a Patent Place in the Cuſtoms 


lat Briſto},—Annual Salary 3 11. 135. 44. 
with Fees, which vary from 260/. to 
3700. 4 Fear. * | 


Comptroller's 5th Clerk| Is one of His Majeſty's Gentlemen 


Penſioners, with a Salary of 75. per 
Annum, by Purchaſe, _ . 
Receiver General for the County of 
Monmonth, under the Commiſſioners 
tor the Affairs of Taxes. | 
| / Has Allowances at the Treaſury of 
300l. and 200. per Annum. 
1s a Commiſſioner of the Lottery, 
with a Salary of 1461. 5s. per Annum. 
Has an Emolument of 10s. per Day, 


during his Attendance, as One of the 


Governors and Directors of the Royal 
Hoſpital at Greenwich. „ 
Receives from His Majeſty's Com- 
miſſioners of Exciſe the Sum of 50l. per 
Annum; being a Comperſation for 
the Loſs of his Office as Aſſiſtant Clerk 
in the Wine Licence Office, when the 
Duty was removed from the Manage- 
ment of the Commiſſioners of Stamps. 
Alſo receives from the Managers and 
Directors of the State Lottery a Daily 
Allowance, amounting to 125. per 
2 for figuring and examining 
Ithe Tickets. N | 


* 
© 


Chas, £ <= 1 Aa. r 
af R 0 
n l N 
W 
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* 
II. 


. I "Situations in the Stamp | Penſions, Places, or other 
Names. Office. Employments under Government. 

| p, Blackſtone . Diſtributor of Stamps Receives an Emolument of 1407. 
; | for Landon. per Annum, from a Place in the Cuſtom 

| '| Alfo an Inſpector off Houſe. —Land, and all other Taxes, 
* [Gaming Houſes, andſare dedutted 

ö Venders of Cards, Dice, 

2 and Pamphlets. 

1 And Principal Sur- 

J veyor and Inſpector of 

: (Carriages (with reſpect 

1 to the Stage Coach and 

| DiligenceDuties)witlin 

] the Cities of London and 

1 | Weſtminſter, and within 

4 1 5 3 Miles thereof. _ 

| Edward Royer A Stamper - -} Receives from the Managers and 
e 3 Directors of the State Lottery a Daily 
: Allowance, amounting to 77/. 105. 
4 per Annum, for examining and check - 
I ER ge, ing the Tickets, 

J. Hooper Ditto : Is a King's Meſſenger, with a Sala- 
3 1 ry of 60. per Annum, and Board 
„„ | | Wages when on Duty. 

Lionel Booth Ditto -| Receives 141. per Annum from the 
RB Alſo Aſi Rant to the Poſtmaſter General, for keeping a Re- 
1 Regiſter of Pamphlets. ceiving Office, for Tee at No. 14, 
J 4 „5 Duke Street, Portland Place. | 

| Robert White [A Stamper 8 -} Receives from the Managers and 
| PEE | en Directors of the State Lottery an Al- 
3 llowance of 5s. per Day for his At- 
3 | tendance at Guildhall during the 
; 5 hr [Drawing of the Lottery. | | 
Chris. Turner -|A Rolling Preſs Printer Was a Coaſt Surveyor at the Cuſtom 
J | 5 1 Houſe—is now on the Superannuated 
3 | [Liſt, with an Allowance of Sixteen 
=: Z IGuineas a Year, | 

q John Lucas [A Watchman -| Receives 1ol. per Annum, at the 
1 Hawkers and Pedlars Office, for 
3 | | — [ſtamping the Licences. x | 
E Fdward Croſs ] A Searcher and Sur-| Keeps an Office at Teddington, 
. veyor of Cards and Dice. under the Poſtmaſter General, for 
Wo | receiving Letters; the Emoluments 
3 | from which has nevef exceeded 125, 
N . | per Annum, 

A. Bulgin A Searcher and Sur-| Receives a Salary as Aſſi ſtant Office 
Y J  Pveyorof Cards and Dice. Keeper at the Foreign Department of 
| Alſo an Inſpector of |the Secretary of State's Office, which, 
1 Gaming Houſes, andſfor the laſt Year, was 100. but does 
I Venders of Cards, Dice, not expect to retain the Place. 

5 | 5 and Pamphlets. 

q Thomas Major Marker of Dice -| Receivesa Salary of gol. per Annum, 
I Alſo Engrayer of IRS to Taxes, as His Majeſty's 
Y Stamps, | . let Engraver. 


George 
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e e [ Situations in the Stamp |" Penſions, Places, or other 
Names | P 
| . | | | Office. | 4 N 2 under Government. 
George Harris | An Inſpectorof Gan. Receives a Salary af 36064. per An- 


ſing Houſes, and Venders] num, as a Clerk in the Office for 
oof Cards, Dice, and pudriing the Public Accounts. 


55 | Pamphlers. | | 
James Walſh ] Late Clerk to the Has a Situation under te Duke of 
| Storekeeper of Glove] Portland, of a confidential Hut tempo- 
Licences and Labels. Jrary Nature, with a Salary of Tool, 5 
per Annum. 


Stamps for the Exciſe. Exciſe. 
— — — . A Commiſſioner of Exciſe. 
| | | ge. | 
N. B. The Commiſſioners of Stamps 
Fi having received any Anfwer from 
theſe Gentlemen to the Application 
| made to them, in purſuance of the Or- 
„ | der of the Committee, are unable to 

| | — a more ſpecial Return. 


© Fiſher, Eig. |: Joint Diſtributors of} Secretary to the Commiſſioners of 
W. Jackſon, Eſq. 2 


N 


That, in Anſwer to the laſt Order of the Committee, ated the 


rith of May, we certify; 5 


That the Office is always: open, except Holydays, from Half 


ther Eight o'Clock in the Morning till Two, and e | 
_ allo on Holydays, when the Public Buſineſs requires it. 


That the Official Attendance) is alſo Daily, in moſt of the: De- 
partments, and where that 1s not neceſſary, from the Nature of the 
Employment, the Officers attend Twice, Thrice, or as often in 


the Week as Occaſion demands. 


And the Duty required to be e in 7 Office is duly 


executed, either by the Principals, Deputies, or Clerks therein, 


according to the Nature of the ſeveral Employments, and agreeably 


to the eſtabliſhed Ulage and Cuſtom of the Revenue under our 
Care, 


Stamp Office, 
22d May, 1797. 


SUPPLEMENT 


Sf ww 
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EXAMINATION of James BinDLEy, Eſq. Commiſſioner of 
Stamp Duties; taken the 12th Day of June, 1797. 


. HOW are the Diſtributors in the Country paid ?—A. By a 


Poundage of J. 5 per Cent. on the Amount of their Remittances, 
which Poundage they retain in their own Hands, and charge in 


their Annual Accounts. The original Poundage, in 1694, was 


. 7 per Cent. it was reduced to C. 5 per Cent, about 1765 or 


1766. The Head Diſtributor is alone accountable to the Office for 
the Whole of the Duties received. He is obliged to employ a 


gue Number of Sub-diſtributors, to whom he allows L. 2+ per 


Dent. and for all whom he is anſwerable. 's 
. What is the Diſcount allowed in London ?—A. It is fixed 


| by Act of Parliament at C. 2 per Cent, to each Perſon who takes 


Stamps to the Amount of FC. 10 and upwards. 


. What Proportion of the Revenue arif 
the . e no... 
L. To whom do the Head Diſtributors in the Country remit the 
Money they receive ?—4, To the Board, by Bills payable to the 
Receiver General; generally at a Month's Date; from ſome Places 
Bills cannot be got under Forty Days Date. 

. Do they give Security ?—4. Yes, to a large Amount, vary- 


ing according to the Average Value of Stamps in their Hands, 


0. How are the Accounts of the Head Diſtributors paſſed? 

A. They are Annually tranſmitted upon Oath. * 
0. How frequently are Remittances made by the Country 

Diſtributors ?—A, No ſtated Rule—they are directed to remit as 


ſoon as their Receipts are worth remitting, 


0. How frequently are Payments made into the Exche uer/by 
the Receiver General? A. Weekly—on a Wedneſday the Balance 
of the Account made up on the Monday is paid into the Ex- 
chequer. 8 5 5 3 

0. Is the Collector of the Stamp Duties in Scotland as much 


| under the Controul of the Board as the Head Diſtributors of 


5 5 Diſtricts ?—A. He is on the ſame Footing in every Re. 


| ſpec, except that he is paid by Salary inſtead of Foundage, which, 


on Account of the Extent of his Diſtrift, would be exceſſive. 


SUPPLEMENT 


from Stamps is trebled or quadrupled ? 


% Sorriesevr (D.) Report VI. | 


 CoMmMiss1ONERS RETURN to Queſtions propoſed to them by an 
Order of the Select Committee on Finance, &c. dated Martis 


4 


4% die Juli, 1797. 


Hlis Majeſty's Commiſſioners for managing the Stamp Du. 
ties return the following Anſwers to the Queſtions propofed by 
the Select Committee on Finance, &c, in obedience to their 


Order, dated Martis, 4 die Julii, 1797. 


. Is the general Mode of collecting and accounting for the 


Stamp Duties the ſame now as ſtated in Numbers 6 and 7 of the 
Appendix to Second Report of Commiſſioners of Accounts ?—If 


not, ſtate the Difference 4 The ſame in every Reſpect, except 
that the Stamps impoſed on Sea Policies of Inſurance, in the 35th 


of the King, c. 6g. and alſo the Stamps for Hat Linings impoſed - 
in the laſt Sefſions of Parliament, c. 125. are iſſued from the 
Head Office, as well as in the Country, upon Credit, to Perſons 


dealing in thoſe Articles, the Parties giving Bond to his Majeſty-. 


duly to account for the Duties, purſuant to the Directions and 


Regulations of the ſaid Acts reſpefively, 
: 6. 2. What Steps are taken by, the doo prevent Accumu- 


lation of Balances in the Hands oþ the Country Diſtributors ?— 
A. By the Inſtructions given them on entering upon their Office, 
frequent Reference to their Accounts, as kept by the Comp- 
troller Application by Letter from Time to Time to reduce their 
Balances.— By occaſionally with-holding Stamps from ſuch as are 


remiſs in their Payments—by the Inſpetiion and Report of proper 


Officers ſent to examine the Stock of the Head and Under Diſ. 
tributors in the different Diſtricts—and from their own general 
Accounts, Dr and Cr, Annually exhibited to us on Oath. 


0.3. What Means has the Board of judging whether they 
return more or leſs Money in their Hands ?—A. The preceding 


Account will, it is preſumed, apply alſo to this Queſtion. 


2. 4. If the Poundage of 5 per Cent. was a ſufficient Al- 


lowance to the Head Diſtributors in 1765, is there not Reaſon to 


ſuppoſe it is more than ſufficient now, when the Revenue ariſing 


* 
_ 


35. Have any Steps been taken by the Board to aſcertain whe- 


Public Service? PT $a | 
6. What Steps were taken for that Purpoſe when the Poundage 


ther this Poundage could be diminiſhed without Detriment to the 


was reduced in 1765 or 17066 ? 5 
A. The Poundage of the Diſtributors of Stamps in England has 


been ſubject to Alterations, ſince the Eſtabliſhment of the Office, 


as follows —at firſt it was fixed at 18d. in the Pound on the Money 


collected 


SUPPLEMENT. (D.) Continued.” A. 


collected and remitted by them, on the ſeveral Duties; at which 
Rate it continued till 1758, when, in purſuance of an official 
Repreſentation that it was a greater Allowance, with their other 
Advantages of Incidents, than was neceſlary for the Service of the 
Public, it was, by Treaſury Order, reduced to /. 5 per Cent.— 
But, in the Courſe of the Year, the Commiſſioners repreſented, 
that in conſequence of freſh Information received, and further 
Conſideration of the Subject, they were of Opinion, that the 
Reduction was too great, and e recommended it to be again 
encreaſed . i per Cent. which the Lords of the Treaſury, by 
their Warrant, directed to be done accordingly.—In 1765 the 
Commiſſioners were requircd to conſider of a further Reduction of 
Poundage, in conſequence of the ſeveral additional Duties, when 
they reported, that . 5 per Cent. appeared to them to be a ſuffi- 
cient Allowance for the Diſtributors in general, but with an Ex- 
ception in Favour of thoſe, whoſe Collections did not exceed 
L. 50 5 Annum, who ſhould be empowered to continue to charge 
their Poundage as before; which Regulation being approved of, 
was immediately adopted, and has not undergone any Alteration 
ſince that Time. From this Statement it will appear to the Com- 
mittee, that this Sort of Allowance has been reviſed and modified 
from Time to Time, according to Cirsumſtances; and proceeding 
upon the ſame general Principle of an extended Sale, there can be 
no Reaſon why the Profits thereon ſhould not ſuffer ſome Abate- 
ment, wich a due Attention however, to the additioual Riſk and 
Trouble that muſt neceſſarily be created by ſo great an Increaſe. of 
Duties. both in Number and Amount. In order, however, that 
the Committee may have every Information to aſſiſt their Delibe- 
rations on this Article, which muſt be conſidered as of very great 
Importance to the Intereſts of the Revenue, in every\ Point of 
View, it may be here proper juſt to remind the Committee, that, 
in the Year 1783, on the Proſpect of a very great Increaſe of 
Revenue by the various new Duties laid on in this Office about 
that Time, many of the Diſtricts, and ſome not the moſt extenſive, 
were divided, and additional Diſtributors appointed thereto by the 
Lords of the Treaſury, by which Increaſe of Number, the Ad- 
vantage of the Office was very conſiderably leſſened to Individuals; / 
and, as the Amount of thoſe Duties, which were moſt reckoned 
upon (the Receipt Tax, for Inſtance, and ſome others) did not 
turn out well, and thoſe on Horſes * Carts were transferred, 
within a Vear, to another Management, the Diſtributors, bin fact, 
were put in a ſtill worſe Situation. . | ES: 
2 7. Would it be poſſible to collect the Revenue in the 
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Country without the Intervention of Head Diſtributors ? — f. We 1 
beg Leave to give a decided Opinion, that any Alteration in this 4 
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Reſpect would be very prejudicial to the Intereſts of the 
_ Revenue; | e „ ONES 2 LOR NE 

0. 8. What Payments do the Head Diſtributors make out of 
their Receipts, excluſive of the Poundage to the Sub-diſtributors ? 
A. WE do not know of any Payments made by the Diftributors 
out of their Receipts, except the Allowance of f. 24 per Cent. to 
their Sub. diſtributors; and they alſo provide their Stationary at 


, their own Expence. eg | 


O. 9. What is the Poundage allowed in Scotland to the Suh. 
_ diſtributors ? is it more than ſufficient ?—A. The Poundage of 
0 per Cent. granted to the Sub-diſtributors in Scotland, was 
ſettled at a Time when the Stamp Duties collected there were few, 
and of inconſiderable Demand compared with the preſent Con- 
ſumption; and was no more than a ſufficient Compenſation to 
theſe Officers for their Care and Trouble in the due Execution of 
their Duty; but in the preſent improved State of that Country, 
there does not ſeem to be a ſufficient Reaſon for continuing this 
Rate of Allowance, and, in fact, a Reduction of this Kind was 
_ thought of in 1783, when many additional and new Duties were 
brought into this Revenue, but no Proceedings were had upon it, 
then or ſince, as we did not think ourſelves authorized to proceed 
therein without Inſtructions from the Lords of the Treaſury 5 to do. 
Q. 10. Are there any Reaſons why a large Monthly Balance 


ſhould be allowed to remain in the Hands of the Collector in 


Scotland ?—A. The Head Collector of our Duties in Scotland we 
conſider to be under the ſame Regulations, with reſpect to bis 
official Conduct, as the Diſtributors in England; and the general 
Orders for expediting the Payment of the Public Money into the 
Exchequer apply to him equally with others. As the Office at 
Edinburgh, however, has a Controul over all the Reſt in that Part 
of the Kingdom, and is the general Place both for Receipt and 
Diſburſement, we conceive it may be neceſſary for the Principal 
Collector to keep a larger Balance in his Hands than can be wanted 
elſewhere, and a Monthly Remittance is all that has been hitherto 
required of him—his Payments are made with great Pundtuality, 
an This Bills are drawn at a very ſhort Date —and we think it pro- 
bable, that he is enabled to be thus punctual and prompt, in conſe- 
1 of his having a conſiderable Sum accruing Daily in the 
anks at Edinburgh, who, from thus taking Charge of the Public 
Cafh, and providing for the punctual Remittance of it to London, 
appear to have ſome Claim to a temporary Uſe of the Money ſo 
depoſited with them we have written to Mr. Menzies on this 
Head, and ſhall caution him againſt any improper Detention of the 
Public Money, if any ſuch there has been, in future 


Stamp Office, Somerſet 
Place, 8th July, 1797. 
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An Account of We obſerved by the OFF1CERS | 
n of the STAMP REVENUE, | 


| HOLYDAYS. 


n Jan. 1. Circumciſion 


6. Epi phany. 
18. Queen s Birth- day—if 
Sunday, kept Monday 


25. Converſion of St. Paul | 
. King Charles the 1's | 
| Martyrdom—if Sun- | 
2 day, kept Monday | 
Feb. 2. Purification of the Vir- 


in Mary 
24. St. Matthias 
vhs, 25. Lady Day 


Apr. 23. St. George | 1 


25. St. Mark 


| May 1. St. Philip and St. | WG | 


17. Princeſs of Wales born | 


#96 King Charles's Reſto- | 
ration —if Sunday, | 


kept Monday 


June 4. K. Geo. 3d. born—if on 
Sunday kept Monday * 


11. St. Barnabas 
24. St. John Baptiſt 
29. St. Peter and 'St. Paul 


NH July 25. St, James 


Aug. 1. Lammas 


11. Princeſs of Brunſwick 1 


Born 


12. Peine of Wales Barn. 1 
it Sunday kept Monday 


HOLYDAYS. 
24. St, Bartholomew 


0 2, London Burnt—if on 
Sunday, kept Monday 


J 1 an ed Landed 
221. St. Matthew 
22. K. Geo. gd. erowned- 


29. St. Michael, — Prince 
Royal born 


T7 Od. 18. St. . 


25. King George the « 20's 


3 kept Monday 
"os; It. de and Jude ; 

Nov. 1. All Saintes 

4. King William Landed 


kept Monday 
Sunday kept Monday 
Sehon 


30. St. Andrew- 
Dec. 21. St. Thomas 
2 5. Chriſtmas Day 
26. St. Stephen 
27. St. John | 
28. Holy Innocents. | 


. Shrovi Tueſday | 

Aſh Wedneſday 
Sood Friday 
Eaſter Monday 
3 


MOVEABLE HOLYDAYS. 


Eaſter Wedneſday 
Aſcenſion Day © 
pen Monday 

84 Tueſday 

| Wedneſday 


HIS 


18. King George the iſt 


if Sunday kept 3 
Acceſſion—if Sunday 


5. Powder Plot—if Sunday : 
9. Lord Mayor's *, HEE.” 
| 17. Queen Elizabeth's Ac- 


25. Dukeot Glouceſter born 


> 
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34 SUPPLEMENT (E.) Continued. 
. HIS Majeſty's Commiſſioners for managing the Stamp Duties, 


beg Leave to acquaint the Select Committee on Finance, &c. in 
Obedience to their Order, dated Lunæ, 12* die Junii 1797, ref. 


petting the Obſervance of Holidays at this Office, that the Practice, 


as far as we can trace it back, is nearly co-eval with our Eftabliſh- 
ment ; and has been recognized and admitted (but under what 
Limitations, in point of Number, cannot now be' exaQtly aſcer- 
tained) both by official Documents and continued Uſage to the 
preſent Time. And in reſpect of the Authority by which they are 
conſtlituted, there can be no Doubt but that they were, at firſt, - 
| ſettled, as they have been ſince varied, according io Circumſtances, 
at the Diſcretion of the Commiſhoners for theſe Dutics for the 
Time being; in whom the Power of appointing the' Days and 
Hours of Attendance for the Diſpatch of Buſineſs, together with 
the Direction and Management of the Whole, is, of courſe, veſted 
by the very Nature and Proviſions of the Commiſſion under which 
they att. And it is moſt feaſonable to preſume, that the Selection 
of proper Days to be obſerved as Holidays was in general regulated 
by the Practice of the other Revenue Boards of earlier Eftabliſh- 
mens; +: 3 „„ Pg WOT oo Tenge re NET 
Olk the different Holidays enumerated in the annexed Liſt, thoſe 
Which are Statuteable Explain themſelves; and with reſpect to the 
| ref}, fome are kept on Days when, by common Conſent, little or 
no Buſineſs is expected to be tranſacted in the City of London, at 
the Bank, or other Public Offices; fome have been adopted as 


commemorative of great national Events; viz. The Anniverſary 


of Queen Elizabeth's Acceſſion ; the Firft Landing of King Wil- 
_ | Ham and King George the Firſt in this Country; 'a Deliverance of 
his late Majeſty from the great Dangers of the Sea; with the Birth 
and Coronation Days of the Reigning Sovereign. And to theſe 
have been uſually added (as Occahion was, and a Senſe of Propriety 
and Reſpeft demanded from Men holding Official Situations by the 
Favor of the Crown) the Birth Days of the Queen Conſort ; the 
| Heir Apparent, and his Princeſs; and others of the Royal Family 
in immediate Degree of Relation to the Crown, at the Time and 


the remaining Days are ſuch as are diſtinguiſhed in the Kalendar; 


and for the Obſervance of which particular Services are appointed 
by the Church. 1 3 ny, 
That the Public Buſineſs has been delayed, or otherwiſe injured 

by the ſhort occaſional Receſs from official Duty, thus afforded to 
thoſe who are conſtantly engaged therein, but at ſuch Time, ſo far 
as relates to this Revenue, we have no Reaſon whatever to appre- 
hend, as the Holidays in general are well known to all Perſons 
frequenting this Office, who take, Care always to be provided in 
Time with a due Aſſortment of Stamps to anſwer the Palic Call 

| uring 


5 
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during ſuch Intermiſſion, in Town; and the Country Demands are 
conſtantly 71 5 in the ſame Way, and particular Attentidn is 
paid in this Reſpe& previous to the Commencement of the Holidays 
at Eaſter, Whitſuntide, and Chriſtmas, which being conſecutive 
Days may be ſuppoſed, of any in the Year, the moſt likely to 
create Delay or Embarraſſment, if not foreſeen and guarded againſt, 
as before mentioned, And, in fatt, we do not know that any 
Alteration in this Reſpect has been required, or that any great 
Benefit would Reſult therefrom, either to the Revenue or the 
JJ;ͤÜ]]01]16ù HHS VF 
That having thus far conſidered the Object of Inquiry as inte- 
reſting the Public, we beg Leave to ſtate to the Committee what 
has occurred to us, taking it on the Ground of perſonal Benefit 
and Accommodation e . 
The Nature of our Eſtabliſhment not admitting of any general 
Recels, and the Office being, with the above Exceptions, conſtantly 
open for the Diſpatch of Buſineſs; the temporary Relief afforded _ 
now and then by the Interpoſition of a Day or Two of Non-at- 
tendance to the Officers in general, and particularly to thoſe 
employed in the manual and laborious Part of our Buſineſs (many 


of whom are engaged likewiſe in other ſmall Concerns for the 


better Maintenance of themſelves and Families) will be eaſily con- 
ceived to be not only acceptable but even neceſſary to the Men in 
general; but eſpecially ſo to thoſe of infirm Health, and who are 
already advanced in Year.  _ „„ 3 
There 1s beſides another Circumſtance relating to this Queſtion, 
which, touching ourſelves particularly, we would willingly have 
pag by for the preſent; but as it affects likewiſe our Secretary, 
iis Clerks, and Teveral other Perſons in immediate Attendance on 
the Board during its Sitting, it is a Matter of Juſtice due to thoſe 
concerned, to ſtate it fully to the Committee; and we think this 
the more requiſite, as it might otherwiſe never come to the know- 
ledge of thoſe Gentlemen who have inflituted this Enquiry. 
From the Commencement of this Revenue, till within about 
Ten Years paſt, the Official Attendance, on what are commonly 
called Board Days, for the Commiſhoners, and the different Perſons 
connected with them, and acting under their Orders, was never 
more than Three Days in the Week, ſubje& ſtill to the allowed 
Abſence on Holidays, as uſual; but in conſequence of the great 
Increaſe of Buſineſs, ariſing from the Accumulation of Taxes, 
not only of Stamp Duties, the original Object of this Revenue, 
but of various other Kinds, not of the ſame Growth, we have, 
for the Period above named, of our own Motion, and without any 
Direction by Authority, or Requiſition from that Part of the Pub- 
lic with whom weare immediately concerned, voluntarily Sa e 
\ „ ourſelves 


%* 
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ourſelves, and rontoapenely the ſeveral Officers of the foregoing 
Deſcription, to a Daily Attendance ; which, conſidering our 
Number of Five Commiſſioners only, is, we believe, as cloſe an 
Application, both of Time and Attention, to the Duties of Office, 
as will occur to the Committee, in their Enquiries on this Head, of 
the different Boards in the Revenue Department of Government. 
That notwithſtanding, we beg Leave to aſſure the Committee, 
that if a partial or even total Abolition of an Indulgence, ſo long 
admitted, and, as we truſt, not abuſed in the Exerciſe of it, ſhall, 
in their Opinion, be of ſufficient importance to deſerve the Atten. 


tion of Parliament, we ſhall not be forward to object to ſuch 
Regulations as the Legiſlature in its Wiſdom ſhall think fit to make 


in that Behalf ; not doubting but that due Regard will be had, in 
| ſuch Caſe, to the Intereſts of thoſe Perſons, who having under- | 


taken their ſeveral Employments under the ExpeCtation of poſſeſſing 


them with all the Advantages thereunto belonging, will feel them- 
| ſelves materially affected by any Alteration that ſhall be made as to 
their Hours of Attendance ;—a Conſideration which we are per- 
ſuaded the Committee will not, from the foregoing Statement, 
- overlook in their Deliberations on this Head. 55 
Stamp Office, Somerſet Place, 

2th July, . 
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( Ordered to be 188 I we Jah, 797.0 


N OUR Committee, in reporting upon the e 
and Checks which have been applied to control this 
Branch of the Public Expenditure, and how far they have 
been effectual, proceed to ſtate, that the Report of the Com- 
miſſioners of Enquiry, made the 3oth June 1788, upon the 

Poſt Office, was by an Order in Council, dated October 14th 
1789, referred to a Committee of the Lords of His Majeſty's 


Privy Council. From thence it paſſed, January 12th, 1792, 


to the Lords of the Treaſury, who, having thought it ex- 
pedient to reter the ſame to His Majeſty's Poſtmaſter General 
for their Opinion and Report upon the Regulations therein 

| ſuggeſted, and having received their Obſervations, together 

with a propoſed Eſtabliſhment of the General Poſt Office, 

both in England and Scotland, reported the fame, with their 
Approbation, to the Lords of the Committee, at whoſe Re- 
commendation His Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed, with the 
the Advice of His Privy Council, to order the Regulations 
aud Eſtabliſhments ſo propoſed and approved to be carried' 
into Execution under the Directions of the Lords of the 
r 


| " Your Committee, therefore, without following 
the * Remarks of the Commiſſioners of Enquiry, but 
claſſing the Regulations recommended by them under Three 
ond ViN. 


Go 
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ourſelves, and uently the ſeveral Officers of the foregoing 
Deſcription, to a Daily Attendance ; which, conſidering our 
Number of Five Commiſſioners only, is, we believe, as cloſe an 
Application, both of Time and Attention, to the Duties of Office, 
as will occur to the Committee, in their Enquiries on this Head, of 
the different Boards in the Revenue Department of Government. 
That notwithſtanding, we beg Leave to aſſure the Committee, 
that if a partial or even total Abolition of an Indulgence, ſo long 
admitted, and, as we truſt, not abuſed in the Exerciſe of it, ſhall, 
in their Opinion, be of ſufficient importance to deſerve the Atten. 
tion of Parliament, we ſhall not be forward to object to ſuch 
Regulations as the Legiſlature in its Wiſdom ſhall think fit to make 
in that Behalf ; not doubting but that due Regard will be had, in 
ſuch Caſe, to the Intereſts of. thoſe Perſons, who having under- 
taken their ſeveral Employments under the Expettation of poſſeſſing 
them with all the Advantages thereunto belonging, will feel them- 
ſelves materially affected by any Alteration that ſhall be made as to 
their Hours of Attendance ;—a Conſideration which we are per- 
ſuaded the Committee will not, from the foregoing Statement, 


| overlook in their Deliberations on this Head. 


Fi July, 1797. 
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| (Ordered to be printed 1 gth Ju, | 1797-/ 


* OUR Committee, in reporting upon the Regulations 


and Checks which have been applied to control this 


Branch. of the Public Expenditure, and how far they have 
been effectual, proceed to ſtate, that the Report of the Com 
miſſioners of Enquiry, made the 3oth June 1788, upon the 
| Poſt Office, was by an Order in Council, dated October 14th 
1789, referred to a Committee of the Lords of His Majeſty's 5 
Privy Council. From thence it paſſed, January 12th, 1792, 
to the Lords of the Treaſury, who, having thought it ex- 
pedient to refer the ſamẽ to His Majeſty's Poſtmaſter General 
for their Opinion and Report upon the Regulations therein 
ſuggeſted, and having received their Obſervations, together 
with a propoſed Eſtabliſhment of the General Poſt Office, 
both in England and Scotland, reported the ſame, with their 
Approbation, to the Lords of the Committee, at whoſe Re+ 
commendation His Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed, with the 
the Advice of His Privy Council, to order the Regulations 
aud Eftabliſhments ſo propoſed and approved to be carried 
into Execution under the Directions of the Lords of the 
. + 


5 Committee, therefore, 8 following | 
the denied Remarks of the Commiſſioners of Enquiry, but 
claſſing the Regulations recommended by them under Three 
Heads, vi. | 


EY 
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1. Regulations reſpecting Fees and Emoluments; 
2. Regulations reſpecting the Abolition of Offices, 
or Addition of Officers and Clerks; and 
3. Regulations of the Buſineſs of the Office. 


Obſerve, iſt, That all the Regulations recommended by 
the Commiſſioners, reſpecting Fees and Emoluments, appear 
to have been adopted under the a Eſtabliſhment of 1793, 
except in Four Inſtances, viz. 1. With regard to the 
Franking of News-papers - by 1 of the Officers in the 
Inland Office. The Reſident Surveyor in this Office is paid 
entirely by their Sale, guaranteed to him by the Public at 
C. 700 per Annum ; and the Six Clerks of the Roads have 
allſo this Privilege continued, for Reaſons ſtated by the . 

| maſter General. 


2. As to Fees on regiſtering Packets of Value, becauſe 
the Poſtmaſter General obſerve, that thoſe Fees, being op- 
by tional, would not be paid at all as Matter of Revenue. 


3. As to the Emoluments of the Officers of the Poſt 
: Office at Edinburgh, where the Poſtmaſter General has 


thought it proper That the ſame Chriſtmas Gratuities, and | 


Privilege of ranking News: papers, ſhould take ore as in 
England. 


4. Alſo, as to the £.23 per Cent. claimed Hes the late 
Comptroller General, which the Commiſſioners of Enquiry 
recommend to commence, according to the Tenor of his 
Warrant of Appointment, when the Net Revenue of the 
Poſt Office ſhall exceed Lo 390,000 a Year. 


This the Poſtmaſter General treat as a general Propoſition, 
that the Comptroller General ſhould be intereſted in the Pro- 
ductiveneſs of the Whole of the Poſt Office Revenue, which, 


5 thiy: remark, depends upon many Circumſtances unconnected 
with 


COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, V 


with the Exertions of ſuch an riſks; and may generally be 


expected to increaſe in Proportion to the Wealth and Com- 
merce of the Country. 


* 


On this Subject Your Committee forbear to dwell, the 
Queſtion relative to the Mode of compenſating the Services 
of the late Comptroller General being under the Conſideration 
of Your Honourable Houle. 


2d. Reſpecling the Abolition of unnece gau Officers, « or 
the Addition, in other Inſtances, of Clerks for the increaſed 
Buſineſs of the reſpective Offices, the greater Part of the Re- 


gulations recommended by the Commiſſioners of Enquiry 
have been complied with, either in the ſpecific Adoption of 
their Plans, or in the virtual Adoption of them, by transfer- 
ring the Buſineſs of ſome of the Offices to other Offices; but 
Your Committee can pronounce no Opinion as to the Pro- 
portion which the Number of new Officers and Clerks bears 


to the Increale 1 in the Buſineſs of the Poſt Office. 


In ſome Caſes the Penſions and S recommended by 7 


the Commiſſioners of Equity nave been exceeded. 


Under this Head, -Your PTE muſt obſerve upon 


the Salary given to the Secretary“ of the Poſt Office in the new 
Eftabliſhment. The Commiſſioners Report ſtates his Salary 
and Agency for the Packets to have amounted, in 1784, to 
#5 1,738. 35. 44.; the Agency that Year being . 1, 169 I1s 44 
(but in a Year of War it has amounted to upwards c of C. 2,000). 
He had only reſigned the Secretaryſhip of the Foreign Office 


in the July preceding their Report, and was Part Owner of 
ſeveral of the packet 


Terms, and much at length, ſtating C. 68,000 to have been 
unneceſſarily * between April gth, 1775, and 


Gg 2 April 


* Supplement (A.) 


Boats in the Service of the Poſt Office 
on the Falmouth Station. Of the ſerious Abuſes in the 
Packet Department the Commiſſioners ſpeak in the ſtrongeſt 
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April 5th, 1788, “ which Sum might, and ought to have 


2M been ſaved.” An Account laid before them ſhews the total 


Expenſe, from 5th April 1770, to 5th April 1787, of the 
Packets to have been FL. 1,038,133. 4s. 9d. Upon inſpecting 
; this Account the Commiſſioners ſay,“ < That the Expence of 
« Captures, Repairs, and Hire, naturally attracted their 


Attention, eſpecially as they found many of the Officers of 


« the Poſt Office were Owners of ſuch Packets, even down 


to the Chamber Keeper; and that the Principal Officer in 
< this Department (the Secretary) was not only Intereſted as 


* an Owrer in ſeveral, but had an Emolument of J. 21 per 
« Cent. as Agency upon the Amount of the whole Ex- 
6. penditure, which Agency upon the Sum above- mentioned 
2 muſt have amounted to near L. 26,002; add to this, the 


Annual Gain as Part Owner of ſundry Packets, and the 


Emoluments to his Office from the Packet Service alone, 


22, * for the above Period, could be little leſs than. & 50000. 


3 Bo conſiderable an Advantage ated er obſerve) 
« from a Service over which it was, in part, his Duty to ſuper- 
e intend, and to check every improvident Expence, necds 
no comment; it is only ſurprizing the Continuance of it 
* ſhould have been permitted even to this Day.“ — Notwith- 
ſtanding this and other Paſſages of ſevere. Reprehenſion in tlie 
Commiſſioners Report, this Secretary, though the Com- 
miſſioners Report was made in June 1788, remained unnoticed 
as to the Shares in the Packets till March th, 1793, and, 
after all, is ſtill Proprietor in one of the remaining old Packets, 
beſides which he bas a net Salary of C. 1,000 a Year, and 
. 400 Annuity annexed to his Office, and inſtead of his 
_ retiring from his Situation upon his becoming unable to per- 
form his Office, the Principal Reſident Surveyor is, within 


* theſe Five Months, appointed Joint Secretary with him. No 


Alteration whatſoever takes place, however, on this Occaſion, 


in the Firſt n s Salary, but the Joint n retains 
the 


- Com. of Eng- P. 34. 
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the Emoluments of his former Office ( that Office being 
aboliſhed) ; and he ſtates it to be ſettled, in caſe of the F irt 
Secretary's Demiſe, that he is to become ſole Secretary, with a 
Salary of C. 00 a Year, in Addition to the Guarantee of J. 70 
a Year, which he now receives. It is meant that theſe Two 
Sums, in future, ſhall become the total Amount of the Annual 
Income of the Secretary of the Poſt Office. This Indulgence 
towards the Firſt Secretary 1s certainly not calculated to en- 
courage, in the other Officers of the Poit Office, a ſtrict 
Attention to the Duties of Economy in their ſeveral De- 
partments, or rather it is not calculated to diſcourage the 
Reverſe ; a Principal much to be attended to in rewarding | 
the Servi ice: of Public Officers. 


0 MITT 
th hy if Wh | 
100 lf | 


Of Mr. Tas Stanton, the late Comptroller of che RY 
and Croſs Roads, the Commiſſioners of Enquiry ſay, That 
os being then but lately appointed, and having another Office _ 
in the Department producing upwards of J. 200 a Year, 
© which he executes by Deputy, they are doubttul whether 
any Compenfation ſhould be made to him for the Loſs of 
e the Office; but that the Collector, having been long an 
1 efficient and able Officer, ought to have a proper Proviſion 
for Life.” —Your Committee, finding that the Comptroller 
had retired under the new Eſtabliſhment with a Penſion of 
C. 600 a Year, which is niore than his- Pay and Emoluments 
are ſtated in the general Account of Salaries, &c. to have 
been in 1782, whilſt the Collector has alſo retired upon {£ 200 
a Pear, thought it right to enquire what Office Mr. John 
Stanton, the late Comptroller of Bye and Croſs Roads, con- 
tinues to hold, with its Salary and Emoluments, and whether 
executed by Deputy; alſo the Reaſons upon which M. 
Stanton's Penſion of J. 600 was granted. 


To this a Return has been Wunde that Mr. John Stanton 
was een Poſtmaſter of Weworth in June 17 the 
; Put 


— 


8 
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Duty of which Office i is, and was done by his . 
by Deputy, though he has at Times reſided on the Spot, and 
attended to it himſelf; the Salary of this Office is C. 75. 8s. ; 
and the Emoluments, which vary confiderably from accidental 
_ Circumſtances, were, from the roth of October 1795, to the 
gth of October following, £ 222. 95. 6d. OY in the 
Whole to L. 297. 175. * 


; Mr. Stanton was s appointed Comptroller and Reſident Sur- 
veyor of the Bye and Croſs Road Letter Office, on the 21ſt 
of September 1785, with a Yearly Salary and Emoluments 
amounting to J. 687. 10s. which is the fame as was received 
by his Predeceſſor. The Duty of theſe Offices were executed 


by Mr. Stanton till the 5th of January 1793, when, from 


an Arrangement of the Privy Council, in conſequence of the 
| Report of the Commiſſioners of Enquiry, thoſe Offices were 
aboliſhed, and a Penſion of J. 600 per Annum was granted 


"* Mr. Stanton in 2 lieu thereof. 


Mr. 8 it appears, is F orty Vears of Age, or — 
abouts, and the Joint Secretary“ of the Poſt Office ſtates, by 
Command of the Poſtmaſter General, as the Reaſons upon 
which the Penſion of Mr. Stanton was granted, that his 
Office was declared unneceſſary by the Report of the Com- 
miſſioners of Enquiry on this Office, and that his Penſion 
was ſettled in Conformity to the Principle laid down by the 
Commiſſioners, as appears ** the Extract from their Report; 
namely 


Een the Courſe of this Enquiry we have found ſome 
Offices Sinecures, others rendered unneceſſary by the Ar- 
s rangements in conſequence of Mr. Palmer's Plan, and 
others we have recommended to be aboliſhed ; we are, 
« however, of Opinion that the preſent Poſſeſſors of ſuch 
« Offices ought not to ſuffer in their Income from Regula- 
tions made for the Public Benefit, but that they ſnould 
| cc be 


. Tapplament (B.) 
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« be compenſated for the Loſs of Office by an Annuity dur- 
40 ing their Lives, unleſs otherwiſe provided for in the Ser- 
vice of Government.“ 


On this Your Committee obſerve, that the Amount of 
Mr. Stanton's Salary and Emoluments, in the general Ac- 
count of the Poſt Office Eſtabliſhment, does not agree with 
that ſtated in the particular Return ; it being ſtated in the 
general Account to have been, in 1782, L. 570 15. Sd. whilſt 
the particular Return to the Enquiry of Your Committee 
ſtates him to have been appointed the 21ſt Sept. 1785, with 
a Yearly Salary and Emoluments amounting to J. 687. 10s. ; 
but this Difference ariſes, as it appears by the Examination of 
Mr. Freeling, Joint Secretary“ of the Poſt Office, from Mr. 
Stanton's Allowance of Houſe Rent, which was £.100 a 
Year, not having been ſtated in the Fees and Emoluments 
of the Office for 1782. This, though it reconciles the Ac 

counts, does not juſtify the Amount of the Penſion granted 
to Mr. Stanton; and the general Opinion of the Com- 
miſſioners, Which is quoted as a Juſtification of this Pen- 
ſion, appears to Your Committee to be ſuperſeded by their 
particular Opinion upon this Caſe, as ſtated in the Opening 
of this Subject. At all Events Your Committee muſt ob- 
ſerve, that the Amount of this Penſion largely exceeds the 
Rate of Compenſation ſtated to be allowed even to Officers 
retiring after long Service, and at an advanced Age, being 
uſually calculated at Two Thirds of their former Income. 


| 1 11 
1 . tt wh (| 


Mr. Potts, late Comptroller of the Inland Office, has re- 
tired on a Penſion of J. 700 a Year, and is now in America. 
He is about 60 Years of Age. His Office is ſtated to have 
produced in Salary, J. 336 6s. 84. beſides Emoluments 
from the Privilege of ſending. Newſpapers and periodical 

Papers, &c. to the Welt Indies and America, ſtated, in 

1791, to have made his Income amount to J. 78 1. 6s. 84. 

| by TR but 
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but in 1793 ſuppoſed to have been more conſiderable, as 


one of the Officers recollects to have ſeen Mr. Pott's Books, 


by which it appeared that the Profits upon News- pen alone 
5 ſomewhat exceeded L. 900 for that Vear. 


The Office of Secretary to the Foreign Department, ſay 
the Commiſſioners of Enquiry, is not neceſſary; the Duty 75 
has been always performed until July preceding their Re- 


port) by the e of the e General, to hom it 
* to revert. 


The Secretary, Mr. Maddiſon, Nephew to Mr. Todd, 
has retired on a Penſion of L. 200 A Year, 


The Solicitor has a Salary &« J. 200 a 1 Year, and an addi- 


| tional L. 100 in lieu of Fees, whereas the Commiſſioners re- 


conimended a Salary of J. 200 Net, and without Fces. 


1 Obſervation of the ſame Nature, reſpecting the Exceſs 
os of Salaries beyond thoſe recommended by the Commiſſioners, 
applies with reſpect to the Receiver General and his Clerks, | 


the Accountant to the Bye and Croſs Roads and his Clerk, 


and the Deputy Accountant General. Theſe Additions 
may, however, have been rendered proper by the Accumu- 


lation of Buſineſs in their different Departments. 


An Architect has been appointed in this Office, ſince 
1784, with a Salary of C. 150 a Year, who acts as Surveyor 


with regard to all their Buildings, and examines, certifies, 
and reports on all Bills for the Information of the Poſtmaſter 
General, previous to the granting Warrants for their Pay- 


ment. He is ſtated to have no Commiſſion on Account of 
= Buildings at the Poſt Office under his Direction. 


» The Penny Poſt Office is ſo much altered from 1ts | Efta- 
bliſhment, as it ſtood previous to 1794, that the Regula- 

| tions of the Commiſſioners of Enquiry, reſpecting its Officers 0 
and 


* 
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and their Salaries, are by no Means applicable, except ſo far 
as relates to aboliſhing Fees and Emeluments, which are not 
permitted on the new Plan. 


3d. Some Regulations in tranſacting the Bufiness the 


Office, recommended by the Commiſſioners, have been 


objected to by the Poſtmaſter General, ſome only adopted in 


Part, and others not noticed in their Obſervations. Your 
Committee will briefly ſtate, upon the Whole of this e. 
what appears to them the moſt 1 impor tant. 


The Commiſſioners ſtate, © That the Office of the Ke 
countant General ought to form a Check upon that of the 
« Receiver General ; that Officer ought to have Knowledge 
«of all his Receipts and Payments, "for which Purpoſe not 
« only the Bills remitted by the Deputies ſhould be entered 


« by him, but the Caſh Remittance alſo, Daily, as it is made; 


and the Letter Bill Clerk in the Inland Office, and Deputy 
« Comptroller in the Foreign, ought to tranſmit to this Office 
« the Amount of the Payments made from Time to Time by 


Eo the Letter Carriers and Window Men; this will not only 


enable the Office to check the Receiver General's Weekly 
hs . but be' the Means of more regularly ſubſtan- 


< tiating the Remittances from the Deputies, which at preſent 


© Ire chiefly taken from the Receiver General's Books. 'T his,” 
they remark, * is a very diſorderly Mode of proceeding.” 25 


All Warrants from the Poltniaſier General, they recommend G 
to be-entered in this Office previous to Payment, which will 


eſtabliſh a Check upon the Credits of the Receiver General. 


This Officer is required to examine and ſtate all Bills for 


Articles ſupplied, or Services performed, previous to their 
being laid before the Poſtmaſter General; but ſuch Ex- 
amination only extends to the ſame being right caſt, for he is 


not empowered to call for the Authority for the Expenditure, 
nor r for the Vouchers of its being duly made. 


H h Xs As 


Com. of Enq. Rep. p. 23. 
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As the Expenditure in the various Departments of this 
Office amounts to a very conſiderable Sum Annually, they 
are of Opinion, that it ſhould be ſubjected to a very ſtrict 
Control, and that there ought to be a Power veſted in the 
| Accountant General, for the ſpecial Purpoſe of examining 
certifying, and reporting upon all Bills before Warrants are 
granted for Payment thereof; he ſhould have Power to call 
bk the Authority, and to judge of the Reaſonableneſs of the 
Charge made, and of the Vouchers exhibited to ſupport it ; 
upon all which he ſhould report his Opinion to the Poſtmaſter - 


General for their Information, previous to their granting 


Warrants for the Amount. We deem,“ ſay they, * ſuch 
« a Control abſolutely necefſary, and we conceive that the 
% Accountant General is the proper Perſon to perform this 
Duty; we are, however, of Opinion, that this Officer 
« ſhould be independent of the Poſt Office, and his Appoint- 
e ment originate from the Commiſſioners of Your Majefty x 

Treaſury.“ 


Fo this. the Poltmaſter Genetal have objected as to the 
Independence of the Accountant General, becauſe, “they 
being reſponſible for the Whole, if their Officers are to be 
« exempted from Obedience to them, perpetual Confuſion 
_ © muſt enſue.” They allo ſay, * that the Accountant Ge- 
* neral ought not to have a Power of ſuſpending, if the 
Secretary, Comptroller of the Foreign Office, and Receiver 
General and Comptroller of the Bye and Croſs Road Office, 
« have it not ; if he reports to the Poſtmaſter General the 
« Miſcondu& of any of his Officers, he is ſure of being 
properly ſupported. ” As to the Accountant General 
checking the Receiver General's Accounts, it is ſaid by the 
Poſtmaſter General, that they have frequently deſired him to 
do fo; it is done in Part, and when the new Eſtabliſhment 
takes Place, it ſhould be conſidered as his conſtant Duty to 

point 


» 
a4 
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point out to the Poſtmaſter Get any improper Articles, 
of which the Poſtmaſter General will judge. 


The Eſtabliſhment at preſent belonging to the Accountant 
General's Office, detailed in a ſubſequent Part of this Report, 
would not be equal, it is ſaid, to the various Duties recom- 
mended by the Commiſſioners. His Control over the general 
Receipt of the Revenue of the Poſt Office is complete at 
preſent, and independent of the Poſtmaſter General, as regular 
Returns are made to him from the different Departments of 
the Poſt Office, of all Sums paid to the Receiver General, 
whoſe Accounts muſt ultimately correſpond with the Aggregate 
of thoſe returned to the Accountant General from the dif- 
ferent Offices. The E xpenditure of the General Poſt Office 
is under the "Diſcretion of the Poſtmaſter General as to its 
Reaſonableneſs and Expediency, but ſubject to the Ex- 
amination and Signature of the Accountant General as to its 
Correctneſs and Calculation, prior to the Payment of the 
Warrants. The Bills which are remitted from the Country 
Poſtmaſters to the Secretary of the Poſt Office, cannot be 
carried to their Credit with the Receiver General, as Caſn, 

till they are actually paid, and are in the Office at the Riſk of 
the Country Poſtmaſter till that Period; the Check, therefore, 
as to that Part of the Revenue, 1s held upon the Receiver 
General's Caſh Account. The Accountant General is the 
proper Officer of the Poſt Office, under the Poſtmaſter 
General; the Receiver is a Patent Officer under the Treaſury, 
not reſponſible to the Poſtmaſter General, but to the Treaſury. 
It ſeems, therefore, leſs neceflary to erect the Accountant Gene- 
ral into an Officer independent of the Poſtmaſter General, which 
could only be done by a confiderable Addition to the Eitabliſh- 
ment of the Office of the former. It may not, however, we con- 
ceive, be improper, by ſome Regulation of Office from the 
' Poſtmaſter General, to 5 this Officer with further 
Powers, and to increaſe his Duties, by e and e 
N him 
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him to check the Receipts of the Receiver General Weekly, 
1 according to the Firſt Part of the Commiſſioners Statement. 


Reſpecting the Power recommended to be veſted in the 

Accountant General, for the Purpoſe of examining, certifying, 
and reporting upon all Bills, this, as has been already ſtated, 

is examined by the Architect, whoſe Duties as Architect and 

N Surveyor, and the Mode of executing them, are detailed by 
himſelf in a Letter to the Poſtmaſter General, January 19th, 

1793 ; to whole Orders of Auguſt 22d, 1787, we allo reter 
on the Subject of the regular Audit and Checks of Trade- 

oa s Bills. „ e 


The Cormmilſioners. have recommended that the Public 
” a ſhould be lodged in the Bank, in the Naine of the, 
Receiver General, who ſhould ſpecify in his Drafts the Services 
for which it is drawn, in like Manner as the Paymaſter General 
of the Forces and Treaſurer of the Navy now do. 


On this the Poſtmaſter Genel refer to a Letter 4 Mr. 
Mortlock's to their Lordſhips, dated January 18th, 1793, 
in which Objections are ſtated to this Meature, and the 
Balances now remain in the Receiver General's Hand, with 
this Difference, however, that he pays the Money into the 
Exchequer as it ariſes in each Quarter, under ſuch Circum- 
ſtances as Your Committee ſhall have occaſion to notice more 
OY” in their ſubſequent Obſervations. 


The Commiſſioners are of Opinion, that the Poſtmaſter 
General at Edinburgh ought not to retain Balances in his 
Hand, but remit them Weekly, and tranſmit at the lame 
Time a Weekly State of his Receipts and Payments, EX. 
amined and certified b / the Accountant. 


To this it is objected by the Poſtmaſter General, that as 


this could be only for the Edinburgh OO, and not for 
the 
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the Deputie all over Scotland, it would be very troubleſome 
to him, and of no Uſe to the Poſt Office: He had not a 
Shilling in his Hands for the Quarter ending 10th October 


1792, "which Year immediately preceded the Date of. the 8 


5 Poſtmaſter General 8 Obſervations. 


The C ommiſſioners had ſtated, that they found from the 
Accounts tranſmitted by the Deputy Poſtmaſter at Edinburgh, 
that he conſtantly retained a Balance of upwards of £.10,000, 


although the Amount of his Q Quarterly Diſburſements never 
exceeded £.3,000, which his Current Receipts would always 
have ſupplied. At preſent his Quarterly Diſburſements ſome- 


what exceed Z 3,500, and he remits the ſpecific Sum of 


L. 8, ooo, about the Middle of each Quarter, without the 


F 7 2 per Centage, which was heretofore charged upon the 
C. 7, ooo, which the Deputy Poſtmaſter of Edinburgh uſed, 


according to the Report of the Commiſſioners, to remit t 


the End of each Quarter. 


It appears from the Account of the Balance remaining in 


the Receiver General's Hands at Edinburgh, on 5th January 
1796, and on the 5th of each ſubſequent Month to 5th April 


1797, with the different Receipts, Diſburſements, and Re- 


mittances during that Period, that the Balances in the Receiver 
General's Hands at Edinburgh have always exceeded . 5, ooo, 
and that they have fluctuated from that Point to £.1 f, ooo 


and upwards*. | It ſeems defirable that the Remittances from 


the Deputies in Scotland to the Receiver General at Edinburgh 


ſhould be haſtened, as they do not commence till a Month 
after the Expiration of each Quarter, and continue to be 
made till the End of the ſubſequent Quarter in Bills of various 


Dates, which poſſibly might be ſhortened. 


Pour 888 aver, 1 the Satisfaction to learn 
from a Letter * dated March 26th, 1792, written by Order 
of the Poſtmaſter General, that the Poſtmaſter General 


5 7:4 113-0 
Supplement (D.) . 


Nui 


14 SEVENTH REPORT: 


have not been altogether inattentive to the State of the 
Baläànces in the Deputy Poſtmaſter of Edinburgh's Hands; 
but that finding that a rea] Balance of £.8,647. 16s, 44. 
remained on his Account for the Quarter ending the roth 
October of the preceding Year, and conceiving that the 
Sum of . 650 would be ſufficient, with the current 
Receipts, to enable him to carry on the Buſineſs of the Office, 
they directed him to remit immediately /. 8, ooo to the Ge- 
neral Poſt Office. And Your Committee obſerve, that the 
\ Remittances of the Deputy Poſtmaſter of Edinburgh to the 
Receiver General, for the Four Quarters ending Ch:iſtmas 
1796, the laſt of which were made on the 4th of April 1797, 
amount to Z.54,265. 5s. 64. a Sum rather exceeding the 
Net Revenue of that Year, for deducting £.15,554. Os 4d. 
being the Amount of Monies expended and returned Letters, 


from . 69, * 338. 59. the Groſs Revenue, the Remainder will 


be L 5 357 84. 45. 84. for wy Net Revenue of I 799: 


The Committioners 8 that the per Centage on 
the Remittances to Paris, Amſterdam, and Bruffels, ſnould 
ceaſe, and the Fees paid on the Penſions of the Duke of 

_ . Grafton, and the Heirs of the Duke of Schomberg, ſhould | 
go in Aid of the general Fund, which | 18 afterwards oh ey 
by the Commiſſioners of Enquiry. 


be Poltmuſics tied ablorve on this. that all that is now 
paid to the Receiver General and his Clerks is in future to be 
paid to the Revenue, viz. the Allowance paid by the Dutch 
df F. 1 per Cent. and One Half per Cent. on J. 8,700 Par- 
liamentary Penſions, and the Revenue will ceaſe to pay, and 


| Will therefore gain L. 1 per Cent. on the Paris and Bruſſel 
Remittances. 


The FT" "TN recommend, that a Board ſhould be 
held once a Week at leaſt, for the Purpoſe of effectually 
ſuperintending the Management of this great Branch of * 
| Revenue, and of checking its Expenditure, . 


| This 
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This Recommendation not having been noticed by the 
Poſtmaſter General in their Obſervations, Your Committee 
required to know whether any, and what Regulations, had 
been made on this Subject, when they were informed, by 
Command of the Poſtmaſter General, that they do not hold 
a Board Weekly, but as often as any particular and urgent 
Buſineſs may require it; and that all official Papers are laid 
before the Poſtmaſter Genera Daily, ſo that prompt and im- 
mediate Attention is paid to the Wiſhes of the Public, and 
the Exigencies of the Service, It is added, © that if the- 
* Superintendance of the Duties of this Department was to 
« ſtand over for a e Board, much Inconvenience would 
« ariſ from it.” * In Explanation of this it has been ſtated 
by One of the Noble Lords who fill the Office of Poſtmaſter 
General, that a Board conſiſts of the Poſtmaſter General and 
their Secretary, with theSolicitor in all Matters of a legal Nature, 
and all the other Officers attending in their ſeveral Depart- 
ments, to be ready if called upon by the Poſtmaſter General. 
Boards are held leſs frequently now than formerly, as the * 
Daily Buſineſs of the Office is communicated to the Poſtmaſter - 
General by Minutes and Letters, on the Back of which the 
Poſtmaſter General give Directions of what is to be done. 
Boards are now held upon the Complaints againſt Officers or 
the Country Poſtmaſters, who are often ſummoned: to London 
for that Purpoſe. The Daily Buſineſs conſiſts of the Return 
of the Number of Letters Inwards and Outwards, the Time 
of the Mails Arrival and Departure, that of the Foreign 
Mails, &c. Remarks of the Preſident on Duty as to the 
Conduct of any of the Officers, and ſuch official Papers and 
Occurrences as may ariſe in the Courſe of the Day. The 
Daily Report is always ſent by the Letter Carrier of the * 
Diſtrict with the Poſt Letters, and are immediately forwarded 
to tlie other Poſtmaſter General, or returned to the Office 
early next Morning, from whence they are forwarded to him. 
A Book is kept for the Purpoſe of copying the Poſtmaſter 


| General's 
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General's Obſervations, made on the Back of the Minutes, &c. 
and they become a Record of the Office. The Signature of 
both Poſtmaſters General is requiſite to complete an Order, 
| but in Caſes of particular Exigency, one Poſtmaſter General 
has taken it upon himſelf to give an Order, which is ſuble- 
9 1 ſigned by the other Poſtmaſter General. 


The Commiſſioners recommend, that the Second Clerk of 
: the Receiver General ſſiould pay all Contingencies of the Of— 
| fice not now paid by Warrant on the Receiver General. To 

this the Poſtmaſter General object, that the Difficulty of 
aſcertaining what might be called Contingencies, and of having 
TWO Paymaſters in the ſame Office, would create Trouble, . 
Confuſion, and Delay. 


The Commiſſ oners recommend, that Fees ſhould continue 
to be paid on certain Inſtruments iſſuing from the Poſt Office, 
and Buſineſs done therein, according to a Table annexed to 
their Report. The Produce to be carried to the Credit of 


5 5 the Revenue. 


The Poſtmaſter Gen however, propoſe that all Fees in 
that Table ſhould be aboliſhed, except for an Expreſs, 25. 6d. 
when ſent, and 2s. 6d. when received; alſo except the Fees 
on the Parliamentary Penſions, which will go to the Revenue; 
and alſo except the Fees for regiſtering Foreign Packets of 
Value, Inwards and Outwards, which will continue to be 
received and applied as at preſent; and alſo except the Fees 
for embarking on board His Majeſty's Packets, which will 
continue to be received and applied as at preſent. 

In order to promote the Circulation of News-papers, the 
Accommodation of the Public, and Increaſe of Revenue, 
the Commiſſioners recommend a regular News-paper Office 
to be eſtabliſhed in the General Poſt Office, and they give a 
Plan for ſuch an Eſtabliſhment. 


Tae | 
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On this the Poſtmaſter General refer to the Objections 
which. are detailed, in Two Papers ſubjoined to their Obſer- 
vations, ſigned by the Clerks of the Roads,” where they ftate 
at length the bad Effects which this Regulation wou 4 pros 
duce, by Dimunition of the Stamp and other Duties, 
ſupported by inſtancing the Effects of the Penny Poſtage to 
Ireland, which reduced the Number of - News- papers ſent 
thither from a Weckly Average of J. 8,000 to . 1, 380; they 


alſo ſtate divers Frauds and Abuſes which would follow upon . 
its Introduction. | 


* 4 . 
* 


The Regulations recommended by the Commiſſioners of 
Enquiry, in the Management of the Packets, ſeem to have 
been thought leſs capable of Execution, though the Object 
of them appears, from the Statement of the Commiſſioners, to 
have been an unbounded Source of Expence and Peculation. 


It was conſidered by the Commiſſioners, that the Agents 

of the Packets at Dover and at Harwich were unneceſſary, 
and that their Duty might very well be performed by the 
Deputy Poſtmaſters at thoſe Places, with a trifling Addition, to 
their preſent Salary. To this the Poſtmaſter General reply, 
that where there are Packets there muſt be Agents to controul 
the Captains, to ſee that the Packets are kept in Repair. and 
muſtered, ſail at their Time, report their Paſſengers and 
Freight, &c. account for the Money received, and alſo to 


take charge of the Diſpatches, forward the King's Met- 
ſengers, &c. 


The Hire of the Packets, according to the Commiſſion- 
ers, ſhould be ſtopped when they are nacher Repair, or under 
Seizure for ſmuggling, until the Agent grants a Certificate 
that they are again ready for Sea. According to the Poſt- 
maſter General, it ſhould not be ſtopped, if the Owner finds 
another Packet in her Stead, until the Cauſe be. decided : 
As this Obſervation, PRE does not apply to the Caſe 
<a + 1 1 — of 


18 SEVENTH REPORT: 


I of a Packet under Repair, Your Committee are of Opinion, 
that the Hire ſhould always be ſtopped during Repair, unleſs 
another be found in her Stead, as the Commiſſioners have re- 

Ported ſome very grave Abuſes under that Head. 


The Commiſſioners ſay, that the Burthen of the Falmouth 
Packets ſhould be 1 50 Tons, and their Complement Eighteen 
Men; Veſſels of this Deſcription being fit to go to an any 
Part of the World, and navigated at a ſmall Expence. 
| Every Idea of Defence ſhould be relinquiſhed, and they 

ſhould owe their Safety to fail Sailing, for which they ought 
to be particularly fitted. 


"The Poſtmaſter Generfl ſtate theſe "Oy to be 170 
Tons Burthen, Twenty being added in conſequence of . 
f Captains Repreſentation, ce that the Builders concurred with 

them in Opinion, that by adding Three Feet to the 
925 Length of the Keel, and One Foot to the Breadth, the | 
e Ship would fail muth faſter, be a better Sea Boat, and en- 
able them to ſtow their Stores and Proviſion for the uſual 


« Length of their Voyage.” The Navy Board were alſo of 


Opinion, that Veſlels of 169. Tons Burthen | ought be ; 


1 er, &c. 


The Poſtmaſter 880 ſlate further, that i in the Opinion 
of many profeſſional Men, and of themſelves, it will be pro- 
per to make the Experiment of not arming the Packets 


againſt an Enemy | in ARC but only againſt Row Boats and 
{mall Privateers. . 


The Share of Freight Money at preſent lowed mould be 
continued, according to the Opinion of the Commiſſioners, 
but the Proportion of Freight for Paſſengers, which the 
Poſt Office now takes from the Owners IE the Packets, 
ſhould be relinquiſhed to them; and of courſe the Allowance 
for victualling the Paſſengers ſhould ceale, the Rate of 75 
W REN ſſage 
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ſage Money being fixed, and proper Reſervations made for 


Britiſh Subjects in Diſtreſs Abroad, who may require a Pat- 
ſage Home gratis. | 


Io this the Poſtmaſter General reply, as to the Proportion 
= of Freight for Paſſengers, that the Office ought not to give 


up L. 1200 a Year without an Equivalent“; and that the 
Terms are already ſufficiently good for the Owners. As to 
the Allowance for victualling Paſſengers, they ſay, that it 
* might certainly ceaſe, as they pay already for their own 


e victualling, if the Officer paid One Shilling a Day per 


Man for victualling the Crew; but as the Poſt Office now 
_ « pays only Nine Pence a Day per Man for victualling the 


Crew, and is in future to pay Ten Pence (until it may be 
* neceſlary to pay a Shilling 1 in the Event of a War) there- 
1 fore until One Shilling is paid, this Allowance for victual- 


« « ling the Paſſengers may continue to be received.” 


The Commiſſioners propoſe, « that the Owners of Packets 
* ſhould be obliged, in order to prevent Abuſe, to take 
„upon themſelves the Riſk of Capture in Time of War; “ 5 


but the Poſtmaſters General are of Opinion, that no Inſurer 


would undertake to inſure a Packet in the Event of a War, 


without knowing with whom the War is to be carried on, or 
the State of the King s or the Enemy's Fleet. 


＋ he Commiſſioners 8 that Contracts for the Packets | 


ſhould be made by public Advertiſement, and ſufficient 
Security required for the due Performance thereof; the 


Agents ought to attend, that the Contractors for the Packet 
Service comply duly with their Contract, for which Purpoſe 


he ſhould frequently muſter the Men on board each Packet, 
and fd abways, immediately on their Arrival from Sea, he ſhould 


* For the Manner! in which the Agents account for Head Money of 


Paſſengers, and the Proportion of Freight of Bullion due, &c. to the 


Poſt Once, ſee Mr. Freeling's Examination, ana (C.) 


examine 


Ws 4 
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examine the Veſſels Gout Time to Tine, that they be fitted 
according to Contract, ſee the Mariners receive their Wages, 
and attend to their Complaints ; he ought to keep a regular 
Journal of. every Tranſaction and Occurrence, which ſhould 


| - be: Ears OE to the Poſtmaſter General. 


: Maiy of theſe Regulations are, according t to "the Poſt. 
| maſter General, complied with; but they ſtate in their Ob- 

ſervations, {© That they have more than once ſent round to 
« various Perſons to enquire the Price of the Hire of a 
Packet; every one of them has been much dearer than 


2 * thoſe of the Poſt Office; and the Poſtmaſter General are 


„ ſure none can be better OO their new ones would be, as 
« they would be all built under cheir own eye, as the Three 


85 4 laſt have been * 0”. ny ET | | 


| Th E Payment of Wages in Polak of t the ASt would 
_ diſcredit the Commanding Officer, and deſtroy his Authority, 
as it ſtrongly implies, if it does not expreſs, a Doubt of his 
Honeſty. 


Finally, the Commilticnen think that the Packets belong- 
ing to the Public ſhould be ſold, and every Perſon employed 
in the Department of the Poſt Office ſtrictly prohibited from 
being concerned, directly or indirectly, in the Packets, or as 
8 for the Owners thereof. ; 


This Regulation was ordered by t the üer General for 
the future, but not as to the preſent, Owners; and upon 
Jour Committee requiring to be informed from the General 
Poſt Office, how far this Regulation had actually been 
adopted, they have received a Copy of the Poſtmaſter Ge- 
neral's Minute, of 6th March 1793, to the Agent at Fal- 
,mouth {of which Copies were fent to the Agents at Dover, 


TT See alſo the Inſpector of packets Examination a as to the Price of the 
Hire or: Packets, "OO: (F. 5 


Harwich, 
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Harwich, and Holybead) declaring, e That as the FORO 


* to the Poſt Office was not in future to be Agent to, or have 


« any Share in any of the Packets, . ſo neither ſhould any 
„of the Agents at any of the Ports be Sharers or Owners 


jn Whole or in Part, or fell or ſupply any Articles for 


« Packets.” — Your Committee are further acquainted, that 
the Agents at thoſe Stations have been required to make out 
'A * in Anſwer to Your Committee's Enquiry on 


this Subject: And Your Committee are aſſured by Mr. 
Freeling, that neither they, nor any of the Officers in the 
General Poſt Office, are now concerned, either as Owners 


or Agents for any of the Packets employed in the Service of 
the Poſt Office, excepting the Firſt Secretary of the Poſt 


Office, Mr. Todd, who ſtill retains a Share 1 in the Grantham 
; Packet. 


The 6 in their Report 3 60 « that | 


« the Penſion and Allowances payable to worn-out Seamen, 
« their Widows and Relatives ſhould be regulated, ſo that 


ce thoſe only duly entitled be benefited thereby. The Al- 
« teration in the Syſtem of the Packets,” ſay they, „“ will 
« very ſoon occaſion a Deficiency in the Fund appropriated 
„ for the Payment of ſuch Penſions, which ought to be 


made good out of the Revenue during the Lives of the 


60 preſent Annuitants; after their Deceaſe the Public Ex- 


« * on this Fiend ſhould ceale,” 


From the Poſtmaſter General's Oat on thi Head 
it (appears, there were Two Funds, one for ſuperanuated 


Captains, paid by themſelves, but from which ſome are ex- 


empt, and others not; this Fund is to be diſcontinued for 
the future, and it is intended to apply to the Treaſury to 
give a Captain worn out in the Service C. 100 a Year, upon 


a Statement being made of his Services, Age, or Illneſs. 
A Letter of the 20th January 1796, from the Secretary of 


the 


ih | 
' x if 


Py; 
1:14 
* py "1 
8111 i 
p A (| 
17 4 
14 1 i 
4 in oY : 
1 i 
4: A 4 
* $i] 
1 1 0 
N . 
10 


101 i 
0 110 


— ER p 


1 SEV ENTH R EPORT: 


the Poſt Office to the A gent at Falmouth, ſhews the ex- 
hauſted State of this Fund, and directs the Fotare Payments 
of Penfions to be'made and entered in the Account of Inci- 


: dents. This will produce a probable : Increaſe of 3 or C. 138 5 


A | Year to ws incidental JPET. 


The other Fund for Seamen (which alone the Commiltioners 7 


ſeem to have noticed) is ſtated by the Poſtmaſter General, 

© to have been paid by One Shilling per Man per Month 
upon 18 Packets upon the Falmouth Eſtabliſhmeat, and 
by Stoppages from the Wages and Victualling of every 

__ « Manabſent without Leave; and is further made up by 
Treaſury Warrant. The Amount of thoſe Penſions may be 
3 about 7. 800 per Annum. 


The Poſtmaſter General ſtate babe « that the Mates 
have alſo a Claim on the Widows Fund, and give their 
Opinion, that there ſhould always be ſuch a Fund for the 
* worn-out Seamen in this moſt important Branch of the 

« King's Service, but that it will by no Means be fufficient 
Do... ſupport the Widows and Children. . 


It appears that the Seamen's Fund now no ; Mila exiſts, 


but the Penſions, amounting to C. 700 a Year, are paid out 
of the Revenue, which, at preſent, may be conſidered to be 
indemnified by the One Shilling per Man per Month, and 
te Mulcts, &c. Theſe, however, will not probably exiſt 
+ Time of Peace; as the One Shilling per Man per Month 
in Peace will, for 19 Packets and 21 Men each, be only 
L. 245. 145. leaving L. 450, or thereabout, to be provided 
gel he Account of Incidents. | 


Having thus ſtated the „ Regulations and Checks 


Ll propoſe by the Gmina of e in the Poſt Office 


8 , 


ny 
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Department, as far as the ſame appeared important to Your 
Committee, and were either objected to by the Poſtmaſter. 
General, or only carried partially into Effect, or not noticed 
at all in their Obſervations. Your Committee next proceed 
to enquire into the Increaſe or Diminution of the Salaries and 
Emoluments of the Officers in this Department ſince the 
Tear 1782, which will lead to an Enquiry alſo into the In- 
creaſe or Diminution of the Revenue of the Poſt Office 


during the ſame Period, as far as it can be aſcertained 105 
Returns from the Poſt Office. 


On the Subject of the Increaſe os Diminution of the Ex- 
penditure of this Office, in Salaries or otherwiſe, ſince 1782, 
Vour Committee, in conſequence of the important Altera- 
tions which have taken place in the Mode of conducting the 

Buſineſs of the Office, by the Introduction of the Uſe f 
Mail Coaches, in 1784, and the interior Regulations which 


have ſubſequently been adopted, think it ſufficient to ſtate 


in a conciſe Manner, the new Eſtabliſhment formed under 
the Order of His Majeſty in Council, already mentioned 
in the Opening of their Report, together with a brief Account 
of the Penny Poſt Office, as new modelled in 1794; of the 
Edinburgh Poſt Office, as regulated in 1793 ; of the Deputy 
Poſtmaſters both at Home and Abroad; and of the Packet 
Boats, noticing progreſſively, in obedience to their Inſtruc- 
tions, which refer them back to the Year 1782, the State of 
the Offices, their Salaries, F ees, and N at that 
eg. | 


Stating 6 the incidental Expences of the different De- | 
partments, as far as an Account of them can be obtained, 
at the Cloſe of the laſt Year, 1796, and that of 1782, or 
ſome one of the ſubſequent Years, as they happen to be ſtated 
by che Commiſſioners of EST - | | 

5 | 
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The Office of Poſtmaſter General has now a Net Salary 
anne xed to it of 1 5,000 a Year; his Salary and 2 
85 1 5,177. Ke nh 9305 in 88 5 


| ' The Secretary bas L. 1,000 "Salary, ind an Annuity of 
£. 400 Per Annum ; his 8 rs Ds 1n 1782, were & 2 B24. : 
115. 98859 | 


5 The Office of Clerk to the Poſtmaſter Geber was bo- | 
| iſhed in 1793, the Duties being performed by the Secretary's 
Chief Clerk. The Salary and e in 1782, were 


. 4. 562. 175. 84. 


There are Five Clerks i in the Secretary s Office at fixed 5 
Salaries, amounting together to C. 720 a Year. —In 1782, 
there were 7 Clerks, Two of whom are transferred to- the 
Dead Letter Office. Their Salaries and Emoluments, in - 
1782, were J. 865. 85. 3d. ; but ſince 1784, Three Clerks 
of the Minutes Tt been created, whoſe fixed Salaries amount 
in the Total to L. 179. 45. the Buſineſs, theretgre, of the 
Secretary's Office is conducted at the Expence of J. 2,29 9. 45. 

which, in n was L. 4782. 475. . 


Out 5 the Secretary s Office has ſprung the Dead walter 7 
5 Office, eſtabliſhed ſince 1784, which conſiſts of an Inſpector 
(appointed on that Occafion from the Clerks of the Secretary's 
Office) with a Salary of C. 300, and Annuity of J. 50 a Year. 
He has Six Clerks, One of whom was Inſpector of Bye and 
| Croſs Road Letters, now conſolidated with this Office, and 
another was Seventh Clerk in the Secretary's Office. The 
other Four are new Clerks. Their Six Salaries amount to. 
. 490 a Year, and the total Expence of the Office is £.840. 
beſides which, the late Inſpector of Dead Letters has a Pen- 
ſion of 45 80 per Annum. 


The 
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The Receiver General's Salary is made L. 800 Net“. In 
1782, his Salary and Emoluments were rated at J. 459. 25. 6d. 
' independant of the occaſional Advantages dejived from the 
Uſe of the Public Money in his Hands, as he then only paid 
£.700 Weekly into the Exchequer, with One additional 
Payment at the End of each Quarter; inftead of which, it 
is ſtated by the Receiver General, that he now pays the 
Money! into the Exchequer as it ariſes in each Quarter, re- 
ceiving Balances for the Payment of the current Expences. 
It muſt, however, be obſerved, in comparing the Quarterly 
Balances (retained i in the Hands of the Receiver General for 


the Purpoſe, as is ſtated, of paying the current Expences 5 


the Office) that the Sums retained Quarterly 1 in 1796 exceed 
thoſe retained Quarterly in 1783, in a much greater Propor- 
tion than the Average Expences of the Office are ſtated to 
bear to each other at thoſe Periods; and it does appear pro- 
bable, that the Receiver General may ſtill derive conſiderable 
Advantage from the Uſe of the Public Money reſting in his 
Hands ., although his Salary is made . 800 per Annum, in- 
ſtead of J. 600 per Annum, as recommended by the Com- 
miſſioners of Enquiry. He has Three Clerks, one of whom 
has been appointed ſince 1784; their Salaries amount to 
©: 630; and the total Expenſe of the Office is . 1430. In 
1782 it is ſtated to have been &. 9825 45. 4d. | 


The Accountant Genoa has a Net Salary of J. 700. 
His Salary and Emoluments, in 1782, are rated at 
L. 444. 16s. 8d. He is allowed a Deputy, with a Net 
Salary of /. 400 a Year, which, in 1782, was rated at 
£+ 11. 38. d. alſo Five Clerks, One of whom has been 
appointed ſince 1784 their Salaries amount to J. 490 
and the total Expence of the Office 1s £.'1590.. In 1782 
it is ſtated to have been 4. 9085 95. 6d. 


* He is ths a e een of the Salt Office. 
Mo ä (G. ) 


8 e 
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la the Bye Letter Office, the Comptroller and Reſident 
Surveyorſhip is aboliſhed, and a Penſion of C. 600 a Year 
given to the Perſon who filled that Office. The Collector- 
ſhip is alſo thrown into the Receiver General's, and a Pen- 
ſion of L. 200 given to the Perſon who filled it. The In- 
ſpectorſhip of Dead Letters has. naturally fallen into the 
Office erected for the Care of that Branch of the Buſineſs, a 

; Fenſion of L. 80 a Year being beſtowed on the Jate Inſpector. 


The Office now conſiſts of an Accountant 1 5 a Salary 


of C. 400 a Year; Five Clerks, one of whom has been ap- 
pointed ſince 1784 ; and a Storekeeper and Meſſenger, with 
his Servant. The Amount of their Salarics is £. 566, mak- 


ing the total Expence of the Office to be L. 966 a Tear. In 
1782 it was rated at . 1479. IS. 44. 


hb: Solicitor of the Poſt Office bas now a \ fixed Salary of 5 


L. 300, with Fees of 10s. on Bonds given by Perſons ap- 


pointed in the Office. Formerly there were Renewals of |} 
| thoſe Bonds every Three Years, and his Office IS ſtated to = 


- have produced . 394: Os. 84. in 1782. 


YAn Architect, 10 is allo 8 1 checks the Bills 
of the Office, has been e ſince 18 with a Net 
my of L. 150 a Year. 


1 the Foreign Office, the Comptroller | 15 NOW w paid by the 
Profits on the Sale of News-papers, guaranteed to him at 
L. 700 a Year, His Salary and Emoluments, in 1782, 


were . 1,048. 45. 7d. He has a Deputy with a Net Salary 


of C. 200, whoſe Salary and Hanenments, in 1782, were 
rated at C. 180. 10s. 114. 


The Clerks, which were Six in Ninn; in toda, are 


augmented ſince 1 784 to Twelve, having Salaries graduated - 
. : e em 
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from J. 120 down to L. 60 a Year; and theſe, from the 


Deputy Comptroller down to the Junior Clerk, have alſo 
graduated Allowances for Sunday Duties—the Deputy, 
L. $4. 12s. the Clerks from /. 13. 13s. to L£.6. 10s. ac- 
cording to their Rank. There is alſo a Door Keeper with 


L. 50 a Year, and L. 5. 4s. for Sundays Duty: But the 


Secretaryſhip for this Office has been aboliſhed ſince 1784, 
and a Penſion of C. 200 a Year given to the Perſon who 


filled it. His Salary and Emoluments, in 1782, were 
L. 205. 12s. 8d. The Six Firſt Clerks of this Office con- 


tinue to have Profits on the Sale of News-papers, but the 
Salaries now paid amount to . 1329. 8s. whilſt, in 1782, 
the Salaries and Emoluments of this Office are ſtated at | 
P 2197. 75. 8d. | 


The Letter Canis of this Office are Nineteen! in Num- 


ber, at 146. each per Week, and One at 20s. to take care 
of unknown Letters; a Supernumerary at 8s, per Week. 


The Amount of all their Salaries is J. 764. 85s. Their 


Number, in 1782, was only Ten, and. Two as above de- 


ſcribed, the Total of whole Salaries was L. 406. 185. gi 


_ the Inland Office Ya te find Pot the 


Comptrollerſhip and Deputy aboliſhed, the Duties being 


performed by the preſiding Clerks, and the Perſons who held 
thoſe Offices having retired on Penſions of.. 700 and 
L. 280 a Year. The Duties alſo of Clerk of the Bye Nights 


are performed by the preſiding Clerks. There are Six Clerks 


of the Road, with each F. 300 a Year Net Salary, and the 
Profits on the Sale of News, papers. Theſe have alſo Six 
Aſſiſtants, Two with each L. 300 a Year, and Four with 
J. 200 a Year each. There are beſides Forty-fix Clerks, 
with Salaries graduated from C. 200 to C. 50 a Year. The 
Two Junior Clerks have been created fince 1784. Twelve. 
Sub-forters, at 185. each per Week, and Six Sub- ſorters, at 

K k 2 125. 
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I 26. have been added to this Office fince 1784; and they 
have ſupplanted the Windowman, who appears to have had, 
in 1782, a Salary and Emoluments amounting to J. 134. 
95. 6d. and allo his Deputy, and the Inſpector of Blind 


Letters, who, having been created fince 1784, had only 


_ exiſted for a few Years before the Sub- ſorters are RES to 
. have lucceeded their Duties, 


By -Othey m new Officers alſo have been created from among the 
_ Clerks in this Office fince 1784, viz. Three preſiding Clerks, 
with an extra Allowance of J. 80 a Year each; Four Clerks 
in the Weſt India Office, at C. 30 a Year extra; Two In- 
ſpectors of Franks, at J. 40 a Year each extra; Two Depu- 
ties at C. 10; and Two Afliſtants at C. 5 a Year each extra. 
The Total of the Salaries of this Office is C. 8,938. 165. In 
1782 they amounted to L. 7032. 12s. 8d. N 


There belong to this Office Eight Fe TRE Four 
Seniors at 21s. a Week, and Four Juniors at 15s. The 
Seniors have a Fee of 6d. on each Letter taken in after 

Seven o'Clock; and the Juniors have each 3s. per Week 

out of that Receipt. In 1782, the Meſſengers were paid 1 25. 


ceeach per Week, and the Seniors had ſome Emoluments, ſtated 


at J. 13. 18s. The Sub- ſorters have been appointed ſince 
1784, with Salaries of 215. per Week each. So that the 
Expence of this Part of the Office is now L. 9214 Year; 
and 1 in ym 2 the Meſſengers received Le ung. xa 


The 1 Carriers have an > foie ENT a . Salary of 


LC. 100 a Year, beſides the Profits of a Letter Carriers 


Walk; alſo a Deputy Inſpector with a Salary of C. 80. The 
Number of Letter Carriers is now One Hundred and Ten, 
paid each 14s. per Week, and Sixteen Supernumeraries, 
paid 86. per Week, In 1782 their Number was Eighty- 
three, and their Pay 118. per Week, with Sixteen Super- 
. numeraries, 
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numeraries at gs, per Week. This Branch of the Inland 
Office cofts £.4,516. 16s. which in 1782 coſt £.2,912. 6s. 


The Letter Bringers are now Fifteen in Number; the 
Pay of Fourteen of them is 8s. a Week; but One from the 
Receiving Houſes has a Net Salary of £.46. 16s. including 
Cart Hire when the Bags are heavy. This Man has alſo a 

Penſion of L.10 a Year. In 1782, he, in conjunction with 
another Bringer from Pall-Mall, performed this Branch of 
ON Buſineſs for Salaries and Emoluments amounting to C. 52. 

38. 84. it now colts L. 338. 


"The Comptroller General 5 Office, e in 1784, for 
the Purpoſe of introducing this Branch of the Public Buſineſs, : 0 
is aboliſhed. Mr. Palmer has a Penſion of C. 3,000 a Year | 9 
allotted to him, and Mr. Bonnor. late Surveyor and Comp- Wh 
toller of the Inland Office, has alſo a Penſion of J. 460 a 
Lear, the Duties of this Office devolvi ing upon the Reſident, 
| Surveyor and preſiding Clerks of the Inland Office. There 
ſtill remains, however, in this Office, a Superintendant of 
Letter-Bill Clerks, with a Salary of J. 200 a Year, having 
Three Letter Bill Clerks Inwards and Three Outwards under 
him, with Salaries graduated from 4 80 to . 30. I he total 
3 this Office is now L. 740, the other Clerkſhips 5 
being either aboliſhed or turned over to the Reſident Sur- | 
venue 8 e or employed 1 in the Inland Office. : 


| The Peine and Reſident Surveyor is paid by Profits of 
G the Sale of News-papers guaranteed to him at £.700 a Year, 


His Salary and Emoluments, in 1782, were 4 369. 16s. 84. 
Four Clerks and a Meſſenger are placed in this Office ſince 


1784, with Salaries graduated from £.105 to C. 30 a Year 
which amount in their Total to J. 334. 48. 


There are now Eight Surveyors under this Office ; ; Two 
2 from the old Fame, at & 400 and . 350 a Year, 


with 
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With Chaiſe Hire allowed One; alſo, a Riding Surveyor from 
the old Eſtabliſhment, who now has /. 100 a Year, and 
. I. 1s. a Day when travelling; and Five Surveyors efta- 
bliſhed ſince 1784, Two with L. 150 4 Year each, Two with 

. co, and One with C. 80; they allo have each L.1. 1s. a 
Day when travelling. Three out of the Eight Surveyors have 
Country Poſt Offices under their Management. The preſent: 
| Salaries of theſe Surveyors amount to L. 1,430. In 1782, 
the Salaries of the Three Surveyors, with Emoluments, were 
4 1,094. 103. 


8 The Superintendant of Mail Coaches is a new Officer ſince 
1784, with Two Aſſiſtants and Two Clerks under him, 
whoſe Salaries are progreſſive from £.50. to £.80 a Year. 
His Salary is £.700 a Year including travelling Expences, 
burt his Afiſtants are allowed 8s. a Day when travelling, The 


5 total Expeace of this Office is C. os. 


— 


Under che Head of Sundries we find conſiderable Altera- 
tions fince 1784. There is a Watchman who receives L. 31. 
45. a Year ; a Chamber Keeper with a Salary of L. 126. in- 

cluding Allowance for a Servant; Four Servants at L. 26. 
| each; and a Chairwoman at L.13 a Year; a Store keeper of 

Candles has 4 50 a Year. Under this Head is claſſed an 
Agent at The Brille, whoſe Salary is J. 110 a Year, making 
the whole Amount of Sundries £.4434. 4s. In 1782, they 
are ſtated to have been £.1035. 15s. 84. but the Stamper 
and Letter Bringer's Place is aboliſhed, and a Penſion of C. 60 
a Year given to the Perſon who held it. Four Inſpectors of 
Higlers and Carriers are aboliſhed, and Penſions given, during 
Lk of C. 52 a Year, One of which has lapſed. The Mail- 
maker and Bag-makers Places are aboliſhed ; the Place alſo 
of Houſekeeper has ceaſed to exiſt; and the Committee 
muſt remark, that the Perſon who held it is allowed an An- 
DO of 4. loo a Year, and £+ 60 for Rent, in lieu of former 
S 
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Salary and Emoluments, amounting, according to the Re- 
turn of the Eſtabliſnment, only to J. 78. gs. 4d. 


The total Aggregate Amount of the Salaries 
of the General Poſt Office at this Time is C. 33,282 0 © 
In 1782, the Pay and Emoluments were — "£5498 2 11 


Making an increaſed Expenditure of 5 4,8 50 17 1 


Beſides which it may be bed that the whole Expences 
of the Eſtabliſhment are now paid out of the Revenues of 
the Office, whereas, before the Regulations of 1793, the 
Fees and Gratuities paid by Individuals, amounting according 
to the Report of the Commiſſioners of Enquiry to £.8,010. 
6s. 24. Annually, and according to the preſent Abſtract to 


7.8516. 1 35. 84. were included 1 in the ed and e 
of Office. 7 5 


K 


The Penny Poſt Office was new modelled in 1794, and 
Six regular Deliveries per Day eſtabliſhed, inſtead of Three 


uncertain Ones. 


The 8 has Net . 400 a Year in lieu of a Salary 
and Emoluments, ſtated to have been L. 262. 16s. in 1782. 
A Deputy has been created for him, with 1.300 a Year 
Salary, The Accountant General and Collectorſhip are con- 
ſolidated, with a Salary of £.300 a Year.” 'The Salary and 
Emoluments of the Two Places were £.348. 8s. Three new 

_ Clerks are placed under him, Two with £.80, and One with 
Jo Salary. There are Four Window Men and Twelve 
Sorters, of which Three are created under the new Eſtabliſn- 
ment; their Salaries are graduated from £.90 to L. 60 a Year, 
whereas before, their Pay, with Coals and Candles, did not 
amount to more than Half as much. Three Office Men, of 
whom One is new under the preſent Plan, are paid each 


. 5 4 54˙ 129. 
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L. 54. 12s. a Year, nearly double the Pay of the former 
Office Men. But the greateſt Increaſe of Eſtabliſhment in 
this Office is in the inferior Department, viz. Two Runners 
at 16s. per Week on the new Plan; 130 Town Letter Car- 
Tiers, paid J. 5, O8 5. 125. inſtead of 44 on the old Plan, who 
were paid /. 1,293. 5s. 6d. Ninety one Country Letter 
Carriers, paid 4. 3,712. 16s. inſtead of "Thirteen on the 
old Plan, who were paid 7 115. 75. 4d. Thirty Supernu- 
meraries, paid J. 624. inſtead of Twelve on the old Plan, 


Paid C. 183. 126. The Expences of the Eſtabliſhment of 


the Penny Poſt Office have increaſed four- fold under the new 
Plan of 1794, being now 8 85. wheres, 0 1782, 
5 they were 4. 3,070. 15. 6d. Lp 


But i it appears that this Plan is till bin che heed; of the 
Treaſury for their Approbation; and that in the Year ending 
5th April 1796, the Salaries were £.4,381. 46. 8d. and the 
Weekly Wages . 9, 634. 145. 1 1d. ſo that ſome additional 
Officers or Servants muſt have been employed during that 

' Year. This Detail being taken from the Table furniſned by 

the General Poſt Office, Your Committee will conſider the 

Exceſs as contingent, and ſtate it when they come to Inci- 


dents, the rather becauſe the Collector and Accountant in his 


Return conceives that the Whole of the Penny Poſt may be 
conſidered as contingent, it being impoſſible to diſtinguiſn 

_ clearly. The Advantage, however, to the Public, from the 
Frequency and Regularity of Communication throughout 
the Metropolis and its Environs, is evidently very great; and 
Your Committee find from the Accounts returned of the net 
Income of the Penny Poſt Office in the Years 1782 and 1796, 


and of the intermediate Year ending th April, 1794, which 


immediately preceeded the new Eſtabliſhmen, that the pro- 
greſſive Improvement of the Revenue of this Office does not 
appear to be checked, but on the contrary confiderably acce- 
lerated, the advance from 1782 to 1794 being from J. 4, 910. 
F. ad. to C. b, o8 6. 35. 8d. or C. 1, 175. 165. 64. Increaſe 
. ; DT in 
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m Twelve Years; whereas, in 1796, the eſtimated Net 
Income is J. 7, 658. 6s. 11d. of which £.6,500 has been 
actually paid to the Receiver General, making an eſtimated 
Increaſe of £.1,572. 3s. 3d. in two Years; and conſidering 


the Payments already made, this Eſtimate cannot be ſuppoſed 
to be very inaccurate. | 


The Office at Edinburgh has a Depaty Poſtmaſter General, 
' whoſe Salary in 1782 was 55 400 a Year, with £. 2 per Cent. 
on Monies remitted to the Receiver General; in 1 793, when 
this Perquiſite ceaſed, J. 8 50 additional Sanny was given as 
an Equivalent to the Perſon then holding the Place; and 
upon his Death, Two Years after, the Salary was made Net 
4. 800-4 Year. The Secretary, in 1782, had £.1oo, which 
in 1785, was augmented to £.200 a Year, there having been 
an almoſt zeneral Advance of the Salaries of the Officers in 


the preceding Year ; and in 1793, when the Emoluments of 
the Circulation of News- papers in Scotland was taken away 


(the Edinburgh Printers having refuſed to continue to pay it, 
not being allowed the ſame Diſcount as the London Printers 
at the Stamp Office) the Secretary's Salaty was again aug- 
mented to £.400 a Year, which continues to be paid him, 
with a Salary of £.40 to his Clerk. A Surveyor and Aſſiſtant 
have now each £.150 a Year. In 1782, the Surveyor's Sa- 
lary was the ſame, but the Aſſiſtant had only J. 50 a Year. 
An Accountant has /. 160 a Year, with a Clerk at £.40. 
In 1782, he had J. 95 a Year, and no Clerk. A Solicitor 
receives now £.100 a Year, who, in 1782, was paid . 5oũ0 
An Inſpector of Dead Letters, created in 1784, with £.40 
Salary, has now £.60 a Year. A Principal Clerk has L. 150 
a Year, and an Aſſiſtant at £.60. In 1782, he had £.75 a 
Year, and no Aſſiſtant. A Clerk of the North Road and 

Aſſiſtant, who, in 1782, had £.31. 10s. and C. 27. 10s. a 
Year Salary, have now F. 134 and . 60 a Year reſpectively. 


A nir Augmentation has taken Place with reſpect to the 
LI b Clerk 
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Clerk of the Weſt Road and his Aſſiſtant. The Clerk of 
the Englith Road had 4.37. 10s. and his Aſſiſtant £.60, in 
1782; they have now £.120 and J. 70 a Year reſpectively. 


A Letter Sorter, who had £.15 in 1782 has . 40. A Let- 


ter Stamper and Aſſiſtant have C. 30 and C. 20 a Year, who, 


in 1782, was paid . 20, and had no Afiſtant. The Letter 


S Carriers, who, in 1782, had J. 27. 6s. each, and were Six 
in Number, have now £.31. 4s. a Year, and are Ten in 
Number. A Meſſenger and Houſekeeper, who had alſo 


C̃ 27. 65. receives an augmented Salary of £.63 a Year, the 


new ee of 1793 having deprived him of Incidents 
to the Amount of fins 20 as Houſekeeper, and ſome other Al- 
| lowances 


: The Total Aden of the Expences of this Office i in Sa- 
laries is now £.3,178, in which is included an Annuity of £.2 5 

a a Year to Peter Williamſon for his Life, ſettled in 1793, in 
conſequence of the Eſtabliſhment of a Penny Poſt Office at 

Edinburgh, he having originally inſtituted a private Penny 
Poſt. In 1782, the total Amount of Salaries was L. . | 25. 


The e 8 of the General Poſt Office were, 
1784, including Stationary, /. 1 2,684. 18s. 24. The 


Bye and Croſs Roads for the Year ending 5th April 1784, 
were {.877. 2s. d. making together £.13,562. Os. 9d. 
In the Year ending 5th April 1796, the Incident Bills of the 

General Poſt Office amounted to £.36,310. 1556. 7d. and 

| thoſe of the Bye and Croſs Roads to £.772. 125. 5d. making 
together C. 37,083. 85. The incidental Expences of the 

Penny Poſt, in the Year ending the 5th April 1784, were 


1 C. 1, 435. 25s. 11d. at preſent, deducting the Amount of 


Salaries from the groſs Expence, ending 5th April 1796, 
there will be left for Incidents £.8,611. 0s. 64 The Amount 
of Incidents, including Stationary, at the Edinburgh Poſt 


_ Office, were, in 1786, OE '85. 104. and the Salaries of 5 


. | y | the 
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the Deputy Poſtmaſters in North Britain were £-6 239. 
45. 1 id. | 


At preſent, deducting the Amount of Salaries from the 
Money expended in the Year ending Chriſtmas 1796, there 
will be left for the Incidents and the Salaries of the * 
Poſtmaſters of North Britain, J. 11, 168. 75. . 


The Salaries and / Allowigees of the Deputy Poſtmaſter 
in England, for a Year ending $th April, 


1796, amounted to - L. 18,881 15 1 
The Riding Work was — 20,610 ü 7 
AE: PO the Sum of =- £-36,492 o 8 


10 1784, the Su 7 to the Deputy Poſtmaſters for Sa- 
laries and Riding Work, was L. 41,896. 3s. 4d. but under 


the new Eſtabliſhment Your Committee have to ſtate the 


Expenditure of a further Sum for the Conveyance of Mails 
by Coaches, which, it is preſumed, the Commiſſioners of 
Enquiry have comprehended in the general Account of Sala- 
ries and Riding Work. It amounted for One Year, to 5th 


April, 1796, to the Sum of 4. 18,078 17 7 
The Wages of Guards - 44.442 19 6 
The Total box which is -H " gar EE x 


Your Committee Ji had an Abſtra& of the Mileage ; 
Warrants laid before them for the Quarter ending the 5th of 
April 1797, containing 42 Contracts for the Carriage of the 
Mails by Coaches, the greater Part of which is performed at 

1d. a Mile, and a Deduction of C. 1 per Cent. on the groſs 


Amount; ſome few, however, are as high as 2d. and above. 
e They 


; 7 27 
. BY * 
« 
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They allo required the Mileage by Horſes or Carts, hoping 


to be enabled to form ſome Judgment of the comparative 
Advantage of the Extenſion of the Mail Coach Syſtem. 


The Riding Work is ſtated to amount to 4833 Miles, and 
the general Price per Mile for the Conveyance of every Day's 


Mails by Horſe or Cart, may be ſaid to be J. 4. 13s. 49. 
for a Tear, or about 3d. per Mile per Day, which includes 
both going and returning. In ſome Inſtances. the Rides are 
done for leſs; in many it requires a Price greatly beyond 


L. 4. 13s. 4d. per Mile. Theſe Allowances are ſettled ac- 
cording to the Nature and Exigency of the Caſe, upon the 


N the Diſtrict Surveyors to the Poſtmaſter General. 


The A $ Salary and Allowance at Liſbon 1 is 7. 274. 
6s. 8d. a Year, ſtated by the Commiſſioners to have been 
L. 60, 9 f. 2 789 Cent. on his Remittances. 


The Agent at Falmouth has L. an, a Yer. The Com. 


miſſioners ſtate his net Income, compoſed of various Emo- 
luments, to have been, in 1787. C. 38 5. 75. There is an 


Agent at Varmouth inſtead of thoſe which uſed to be at 


Harwich and Dover before the War. His Salary and Emo- 
luments are ſtated at C. 1270 a Year. The Dover Agent is 


reported by the Commiſſioners to have receiv ed, in 1787, a 


Net Income of C. 1270. 108. 44. a Year, and the Agent 
at Harwich a Net Income of C. 191 a Year. There is alſo 
now an Agent at Weymouth, whoſe Salary is not ſettled ac- 
_. cording to the Statement, but is ſaid to be J. 80. Your 
Committee have ftated the Salaries and Emoluments of theſe 
Agents curſorily, as the War has varied the Place of their 
Eſtabliſhment, which will probably undergo Alteration when 
Peace returns. The Deputy Poſtmaſter at Halifax, in Nova 
Scotia, has C. 150 a Year Salary, and C. 100 for a Clerk, 
and Houſe Rent, &c. The Deputy Poſtmaſter General at 
Quebec has & 450 a Year, In the Commiſſioners Report 


N 8 they 
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they are ſtated to have had J. 20 per Cent. on the Net Re- 
venue. In Jamaica, the Salary and Allowance out of the 


Revenue is C. 598, the Reſt paid by Individuals. The De- 


puty Poſtmaſters of the Weſt Indies have allo Salaries 
amounting to L. 855. 5s. 8d. The Commiſſioners ſtate the 
Jamaica Deputy Poſtmaſter General to have received for him- 
ſelf and Clerks C. 264. 6s. and the Deputies of the other 


Iſlands L. 50 each, if the internal Poſtage amounted to ſo 
much. For the Conveyance of the Mails to Ireland the 
General Poſt Office pays Annually J. 4000 to the Iriſh Poſt | 


Office. At the Time of the Commiſſioners Report, the 
Iriſh Packet Boats made a Part of the Eſtabliſhment, and 
were included in the Account of the Annual Expenſe. 


The Expences of Packets for the Year ending 5th April 


1796, amount to J. 78,439. 18 r. 8d. in which Your Com- 


mittee find C. 10,803. gs. gd. for Capture by the Enemy; 
they find allo C. 2,003. 188. 7d. for arming Packets, which 
ſhews that Defence in a ſmall Degree is contemplated. The 


Commiſſioners ſtate the Annual Expences of the Packets, at 


the Time they reported, to have been J. 45,927. 6s. 4d. 
but your Committee find the Expences of this Branch of the 
Eſtabliſhment to have fluctuated moſt from 1771 to 1787 
incluſive, by the Table annexed to the Commiſſioners Re- 


port. In Time of War it was very high, as was naturally 


to be expected, amounting, in the Year 1782, to 
CL. 122,292. 17s, of which C. 15,801 116. is for Capture; 
and upon the Whole it appears to Your Committee, that 
conſiderable Attention has been paid to diminiſh the Ex- 


pences of the Packets ; for notwithſtanding the great Increaſe 


in the Price of every naval Store, the Adyance of Wages, 


Proviſions, &c. the preſent Eflabliſhment of a Falmouth 
Packet (the Expences of which were, in the Opinion of the 


Commuſſioners, moſt to be attended to, as they amounted to 
above Three _— of the . is very materially leſs 


than 
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than it is ſtated to have been by the Account in the A ppen- 
dix to the Commiſſioners Report. There the Eſtabliſhment 
of a Packet on the Falmouth Station, about 200 Tons and 


30 Men, Value . 4000 was, in 1788, a Time of Peace, 


LC. 2129. 85. 6d. It now ſtands thus: The Three firſt 
Packets on the new Plan coſt C. 3400 each; Burthen 179 


Tons and 28 Men; of each of theſe the War Eſtabliſhment : 


—— L. 21 12. 6s. 84 the Peace ERabliſhment 1s & 1681. 
N 115. 9d. 2 | | | 


The Packets ice built in the Thames coſt 4 3200 (which | 
the Poſtmaſter General have directed © to be abided by in fu- 


e ture.”) Their Eſtabliſhment is in War £. 2058, 64. 8d. in 
Peace, £.1631. 11s. 9d. There remain, however, Four on the 
old Eſtabliſhment, Two of which were reduced, as to the per 

Centage, from J. 4000 Value to /. 3600, by the Poſtmaſter 
| General's Order: One of theſe will be out of the Service in 

1798. The Captain of the old one is engaged in building 

another in her Room. The other Three are intended to be 
put out of the Service the Firſt Opportunity. The Eſta- 
bliſhment of an Harwich Packet, in 1788, Burthen 70 

Tons and 11 Men was FC. 469. 185. 4d. it is now, in War, 


with 17 Men and 70 Tons Burthen, J. 862. 15. 4d. and in 


Peace, J. 536. 19s. 9d. An Agency of C. 24 per Cent. on 
the Hire, Wear, and Tear of theſe Packets was paid by the 


Captain, which they will now neither pay nor receive. All ; 
the preſent Contracts for Packets are ſtated to be determin- | 
able at the Expiration of Seven, F ourteen, or Twenty-one 


Years, as the Parties may agree, by giving Six Months 
Notice. In a Contract for a Packet of 179 Tons Burthen, 
of which a Copy is laid before Vour Committee, the whole 
Term is Seven Vears, determinable at the End of the Third 
or any ſubſequent Year of the Term, on Six Months No- 
tice. The Eſtimate made, under the Direction of the Com- 


miſſioners of Enquiry, of the Eſtabliſhment of a Packet of 
cf 159 Tons Burthen and 18 Men, valued at C. 2 5c, 
Pr I Ed fo.” „ 8 
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in Peace, was £.1,215. 11s. 6d. in War, unarmed, and 
valued at J. 3000, was C. 1835. 10s. 


Your Committee have thought it their Duty to ſtate 
briefly the Expence of this Plan, propoſed by the Commiſ- 
fioners of Enquiry, that the Difference may be ſeen between 
it and that which has been ſince adopted. They have ſtated 


the Reaſons upon which the Poſtmaſter General have pre- 
ferred the more expenſive Plan. 


The whole Check, therefore, that Prudence can venture to 
apply to this important and neceflary Branch of the Public 
Expenditure, ſeems to be, to prevent rigorouſly all its Of- 

ficers and Agents from having any pecuniary Connection with 
itt, and to endeavour in ſome Degree to render it leſs fluc- | 
tuating, not by attempting to throw the Riſk of Capture 
upon individual Owners (who might not be induced to un- 

dertake it without an extravagant Compenſation, - and who 
might eafily injure this important Service by their Endeayours 
to "avoid individual Riſk) but by conſtantly infuring the 

Packets with the Underwriters, unleſs, indeed, (which were 3 

much to be deſired) it were found practicable to contract 
publicly, and under Conditions ſimilar to thoſe recommended 
by the Commiſſioners of Enquiry, for the Conveyance of 
Mails by Packets, with ſuch Individuals or Companies as 

would undertake it at the loweſt Prices, for a Term of Years, 
upon the different Stations, ſo as to open this lucrative De- 
| partment to public Competition“. 


One Branch more of the Expenditure of the Poſt Office- 
remains to be ſtated, arifing from the Practice of allowing 
certain Penſions and Compenſations to Officers on their Su- 

perannuation, or upon any Change of Eſtabliſhment, by 
® On this Subject the InſpeRor of Packets, Mr, Benuett, gives ſtrong Reaſons 


againſt letting by public Contract, the Experiment having failed, according ta 


_,” in Two Inſtances. See his Examination, — n 5 
| | Which 


+ © SEVENTHOREPORT: : 


which they may have been deprived of any Perquiſites of 
Office. Previous to the New Eſtabliſhment of 1793, theſe 
- amounted to Z.1,500; on that Eſtabliſhment taking Place, 
there were further Grants to the Extent of £.6,101; and 
fince that Time others have taken Place, amounting to. 1, 47 5. 

The total of theſe, £.9,076, will be ſaved to the Public as 
the Parties to whom they have been granted die, or are pro- 
moted ; and Your Committee find accordingly, that £.648 10s. 
has fille in ſince 1793 on four Promotions, and J. 368. 108. 
on five Deaths. It were to be wiſhed that the Number and 
Amount cf ſuch future” Saving were. increaſed, by its being 

made an eſtabliſhed Practice to promote to efficient Situations 

thoſe Officers, who, at the Time of their retiring, are yet 

capable of performing active Duties, inſtead of giving them 


Penſio ons, which, as Your Committee have had Occaſion to 


notice in this Report, appear to be almoſt equal, in ſome 
Inſtances, to their Salaries and Emoluments during their 
actual Attendance upon their Official Duties. Tour Com- 
mittee, however, learn with Satisfaction, that there is no 


Office or Situation whatever under the Poſtmaſter General 


; N in Reverſion. 


In o to exhibit a juſt Compariſon of the 
preſent Increaſe and Expenditure of the Poſt Office, as op- 
poſed to thoſe of a former Period, Your Committee muſt 

obſerve, that the Commiſſioners of Enquiry, as this Object. 
Was not particularly in their View, have not ſtated in their 


| Report the Expences of the Poſt Office in any one Year, 


throughout its different Departments. Their Account of the 
_ Salaries, Allowances, Fees, &c. of both the London and 
Edinburgh Poſt Office (including thoſe of the Deputy Poſt- 
maſters of Great Britain, with their Riding Work, for the 
Tear 1784) amounts to G 85,994. 185. 2d. The Expences 
of the Packets for the Year 1787 is ſtated at £.45,927. 65. 4d. 
The * of incidental Expences for the General Poſt 
4 | Offices, 
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Offices, coding Stationary, is for 1 for the Bye and 


Croſs Roads and Penny Poſt, it is for a Year ending 5th - 
April 1784; and for the Edinburgh Office, it is for the Year 
1786; the Three together making £.17,107. 12s. 6d. The 

Commiſſioners therefore, from theſe ſeveral Documents fo 


collected, ſtate the Annual Expenditure of the Poſt Office 


to be at that Period, £.149,029. 17s. of which it appears 
that J. 141,0 9. 100. 1od. was paid by the Public, and that 
. 8, 10. 6s. 2d. was paid by Individuals. This Expendi- 


ture, however, when applied to the Table (which was returned 


them of the Groſs and Net Produce of the Poſt Office from 
the 5th April 1757, to 5th April 1787) ſo far from adapting 


: itſelf to any one Year throughout the whole Series, will . 
hardly amount in many Inſtances, to more than half the real 


Expenditure. Thus, if the Year 1784 be taken, and the 


Net Produce, £.196,513. 16s. 7d. be deducted from the 
Groſs Produce, J. 482, 404. 6s. 10d. ; the Expences of 
Manage 8 and Packets will be found to have been 
10s, 3d. This Year is taken, becauſe the Com- 
3 have reported the incidental Charges of the General 
Poſt Office, and alſo the Riding Work of this Vear, in their 
Eſtimate. If the Year 1787 be taken, in which the Packet 
Expences are ſtated by the Commiſſioners, the Groſs Produce 


L. 255, 


appears to have been eſtiinated at (, 5 10,241, and the Net at 
£.27 5,868, which leaves /. 234, 373 for Expences of Ma- 
nagement and Packets; a Sum very diſcordant with that 
tated by the n. of Enquiry. 


f Your Cate . before them the Table of Groſs 
and Net Produce of the Poſt Office for Thirty Years, from 


5th April, 1757, to 5th April, 1787, beg Leave to remark, 


though it is beyond the ſtrict Limits of their Iaſtructions, 
that whilſt the groſs Produce appears to have been uniformly 
| progreſſive both in War and in Peace, the Net Produce has 

been ſtationary, and even retrograde, for ſeveral Years pre- 
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vious to 1983, which, probably, was in a great Degree occa- 
ſioned by the Effects of the American War. In the ſubſequent ' 
Year, 1784, an Act was paſſed for granting additional Rates 


of Poſtage. &c. in which the Liberty of franking Letters 


was reſtrained, by requiring the whole Superſcription of the 
Letter to be written by the Member, or other authorized 
Perſon franking the fame. The Conveyance of the Mails by 
Coaches was alſo adopted in the ſame Year. From that 
Period to 1787, the Increaſe of the Net Produce _ to 
have been uniform and progreſſiv e, 


. e have ſelecled Three Years from the ſaid 
f Table (viz. 1783, 1784, 1785) with a View to compare the 
Average of thoſe Three Years with that of the laſt Three 
Years of which the Accounts have been ſlated to Parliament *. 


. 


Buy which it appears that the Increaſe of the Average Ex- 
penditure in 1793, 1794, 1795, being Years of War, is only 
£.8,964- 155. d. in ſo large a Sum as £.264,170. 18s. 7d. 

_ whilſt the Net Produce has been doubled. The Altera- 
tion of the Eſtabliſhments of the London General and Penny 

Poſt Offices, and of the Edinburgh Office, took Place in 
1793 and 1794, and has been detailed by Your Committee. 


In 1795, an Act paſſed for further regulating Letters free 


from Poſtage, by which Members of Parliament, &c. are 
reſtricted as to the Number and Weight of Franks; and in 
the preſent Seſſions an Act paſſed for "increaſing the Poſtage 
of Letters, &c. ſo that the Revenue of this Office muſt be 
in a very improved Situation ſince the Years on which the 
| hitter Average | is taken. 


: $4: The laſt Part 40 8 d of Your 8 
mitte © being pen whether any, and what further Mea- 


. See Report VII. Folio Edit. 
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ſures can be adopted for reducing any Part of the Expenditure 
of the Public Revenue, or for diminiſhing the total Amount 


of the Salaries and Emoluments, without Bott to the 


Public Service; they think it their Duty to premiſe, that in 


an executive Office of the Nature of the General Poſt Office, 


where Succeſs depends upon a conſtant and unwearied At- 


tention to every Department, it is not enough to introduce 


Regulations of Diſpatch, Security, and Economy; in order 
to maintain them, their Execution muſt be frequently exa- 
mined and reviſed, and every Part of the complicated Move- 


ment mult be regulated by Superintendants well informed in 
the Mechaniſm of the Whole, and ET attentive to all 


the Parts. 


All Meaſures for conducting the Buſineſs of this Depart- 


ment with Safety and Ditpatch acquire an Importance propor- 
tionate to the increaſing Commerce of the Country; and the 
ready Means of augmenting the Revenue, which the Poſt 
Office affords to the Public, without operating as any very 
conſiderable Burthen upon Individuals, make every Suggeſtion 


uſetul which may produce additional Regularity and Economy. 


It may be worthy of Confderation, whether a Board of 
Commiſſioners, upon the Plan on which other Revenue De- 


partments are conducted, would not ſecure the moſt effectua! 
Attention to the rapid and complicated Buſineſs of this Office, 


being a Revenue Department of extenſive Tranſactions, and 
ach depending for 1ts Succeſs upon the Skill exerciſed in 
making its various and numerous Contracts. 


The Patrotugh of the Poſt Office is of a moſt extenſive 
Nature, obviouſly requiring great Diſcretion in its Exerciſe, 
much Knowledge of the Duties to be performed, and conſi- 


derable Attention to the Characters of the Individuals who 


are to be promoted. 
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pag ba Patronage, as to the Individuals to be cn; ts 
1 ſolely by the Poſtmaſter General, under the Con- 
trol, however, of the Lords of the Treaſury, as to the In- 
creaſe or Diminution of Salaries, &c. to whom are referred, 
alſo, any Alterations which may be propoſed in the various 


Departments of the Office. There appear to be in the dif- 


ferent Offices in London and at Edinburgh, of principal 
Officers and their Deputies, under the Poſtmaſter General, 
about Fifty, whoſe Salaries are ſome of them £.700, and even 
L. I, ooo per Annum, and none are leſs than {.100 a Year, 
The Clerks, Window Men, and Officers of a Deſcription to 
be paid from £.300'a Year down to £.60, are One Hundred 
and Thirty-ſeven in Number; and the Letter Carriers, Sor- 
ters, &c.-'who receive from J. 30 to about £.30 a Year, are 
not fewer than Four Hundred and Seventy, beſides the 


Agents for Packets, and the different Deputy Poſtmaſters 


throughout the Kingdom and in the Plantations. It is highly 
deſirable that the Officers of ſo important a Branch of the 
Public Service ſhould be liberally rewarded, and in every 
Inſtance where they have performed their Duty with Fidelity 
for a Series of Years, and have been rendered, by Age or In- 
firmity, unable to continue their Services, that they hould 
be allowed to retire upon Penſions provided out of the Rexe- 
nue of the Office. It is alſo juſt, where the fair Emoluments 
of a meritorious Officer are materially curtailed by the Regu- 


lation of his Department, that ſome Compenſation ſhould be 


made, either by Promotion, or Addition to his Salary 3 but 
Your Committee ſee Reaſon, in the Amount and Magnitude 
of the Penſion Liſt of this Office, to apprehend that this 
Principle has been carried too far. It appears to have been 
applied, where Example ought not to be held out to the Imi- 
tation of Succeſſors in Office, and has exceeded the Recom- 
mendations contained in the Report of the Commiſſioners of 
Enquiry, of which your Committee have noticed ſome In- 
nene in a 888 Part of their * This may ariſe in 
. ſome 
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ſome Degree from the Syſtem of allowing Deputies in the 
different Departments, which is apt to Increaſe unneceſſarily 
the Number of Officers, from the very Nature of a Deputy. 
As ſome Security againſt any Abuſe of this Nature, it may 
become the more neceſſary that each Principal ſhould dif- 
charge the Duties of his own Office perſonally. The Ap- 
pointment of Deputies has generally grown out of the Cir- 
cumſtance of too much Salary having been paid to their 
Principals ; and where they have become the real Conductors 
of the Buſineſs they ſhould be made Principals, and the higher 
Offices, with their Salaries ſhould be aboliſhed. Your Com- 
mittee think, that they cannot too ſtrongly repreſent the 
Propriety of apportioning the Salaries of all the Officers, ſo 
as to give proper Encouragement to Addreſs and V igilance, 


Ts without inducing them to relax from their Exertions. Vour 


Committee, in the carlier Parts of their Report, have noticed 
the large Balances remaining in the Receiver General's Hands 
at the Termination of each Quarter“; and they coincide in 
Opinion with the Commiſſioners of Enquiry, © that the 
Public Money ſhould be lodged in the Bank of England, 
« in the Name ot the Receiver General, who ſhould ſpecify 
in his Drafts the Service for which it is drawn, in like Man- 
ner as the Paymaſter General of the Forces, and Treaſurer 
of the Navy now do.” The Reaſons urged by Mr. 
Mortlock, in his Letter 4+ to the Poſtmaſter General on this 
Subject, appear to Your Committee to be inconcluſive, as 


the Bills to which Acceptances are to be procured (and which 


he ſtates it to be contrary to the Uſage of the Bank to ſend 
out for Acceptance) may be retained in the Receiver General's 
Office, and ſent out from thence for Acceptance, without 
involving the Account at the Bank in any Difficulty. 


* The Commiſſioners of Accounts, in their Second Report, Page 7, 
notice a ſimilar Exceſs of Balance in the Receiver General's Hands in 1780, 
and ſtate as their Opinion, that he ought to pay every Week the Net Ba- 
lance of his Receipt into the Exchequer, reſerving in his Hands no more 
than 1s Cy to pay the current Expences of the Office, 


.+ f (I.) . 
On 
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On the Subject of the W which remain in the De- 
puty Poſtmaſter's Hands in Edinburgh, Your Committee 


have already obſerved, when they ſtated their Amount in a 


former Part of their Report. They have alſo adverted to the 
Check upon the Receiver General's Accounts, propoſed by 
the Commiſſioners to be placed in the F of the Ae. 
countant General. 


The Labours of the Cunnidifaccrs of Enquiry were e great, 


N and their Inveſtigations were not unattended with falutary 7H 
Conſequences. From the tardy Manner, however, in which 


their uſeful Suggeſtions were entertained, from the Obſtacles 
which were thrown in the Way of ſeveral Improvements in 
this Department, previous to the Time of their Enquiry, by 
thoſe who were intereſted in the Continuance of the Abuſes 
attendaut upon the Management of the Packet Boats, &c. 
and from the partial Adoption of the Meaſures advited- by 
them, their Recommendations having been frequently ex- 
ceeded in the Amount of Salaries and Eſtabliſhment, Your 
Committee has Reaſon to think that ſome Parts of the Eſta- 
bliſhment have ſtill need of Reviſion and Improvement. The 
Extenſion of the Mode of Conveyance by Mail Coaches is de- 
firable on the Principle of producing Safety, even where Diſ- 
patch and Economy cannot be materially improved ; but 
Your Committee have found it impoſſible to form a Judg- 
ment upon that Subject from any Documents they could ob- 
tain, as ſo much muſt depend upon the Nature of the Roads 
in the different Parts of the Iſland, and the Degree of Inter- 
| courſe they afford, to encourage Perſons to undertake the 
Conveyance of the Mails by: Coaches. 


On the Subject of the Parliamentary dune which your 
Committee only adverted to by a N ote in the former Part of 


* Theſe 3 An to C. 13,700, and are paid bo: the Receiver 
General out of. the Net Revenue of the Poſt Office, conſequently. do not 
appear in the Accounts of this Office. See Page 16 of this Report. 


this 
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this Report, they being paid at the Treaſury out of the Net 
Revenues of the Poſt Office, Your Commuttee beg Leave to 
| ſuggeſt, that it would be deſirable to rid the Revenue of all 
ſuch Grants, by purchaſing them from the Individuals who 


poſſeſs them, as often as the Meature can be made convenient 


to the Parties. 0 


On the Subject of the Packs which is a moſt important 
one, on the Penſions to Officers of the Eftabliſhment, and 
upon ſome other Matters of leſs Moment, Your Committee 
have been induced to offer ſeveral Obſervations as they oc- 


curred at the Time of detailing the preſent State of the 
Office. They have rather thought it their Duty to obſerve. 
upon the general State and Management of the Poſt Office, 


than to enter into thoſe Minutiæ of the interior Regulations 


of the various Departments, to which their Opportunity of 
enquiring, and their Power of propoſing ſuitable Regulations, 
appear to them to be leſs adapted. Among other Things it 
has been ſuggeſted, that all Letters to Individuals from India 
ſhould paſs through the Poſt Office, which would give Secu- 
rity and Celerity to the Communication, and improve the 
| Revenue conſiderably. It has alſo been ſuggeſted, that if the 

- proportionate Charge on Letters by Weight was more gradual, 


many Things, which now paſs as Parcels by the Mails, and 


augment the Profit of the Proprietors, would be ſent by the 
Poſt on Account of the ſuperior Safety, in the Shape of Let- 
ters. With Regard to the firſt Suggeſtion, a“ Correſpondence 


had taken Place between the Secretary of the Poſt Office, 


by Command of the Poſt Maſter General, the Solicitor of 
the Poſt Office, and the Eaſt India Company's Secretary, 


from which it appears, that the Letters from India do not 
come within the Proviſions of the 5th Geo. III. reſpecting 


Ship Letters; but that the Directors are diſpoſed to comply 
with the Propoſition of the Poſt Office, and after ſelecting 


_ * Supplement (H.) 


the: 


* 
.. a 
— : $4 


— 4 
* 


48 SEVENTH .REPORFT: 


their own Letters, to ſend the others to the Poſt Office. On + 
the ſecond Suggeſtion, Your Committee have no Means of 
pronouncing an Opinion. It 1s certain that great Numbers 
of ſmall Parcels, weighing Two Ounces and upwards, are 
ſent by the Mail Coaches at an inferior Rate of Carriage, 


which, conſidering this Eſtabliſhment as a Species of exclu- 
five Carrying Trade, muſt ſubtra& conſiderably from its 
Revenue. If Your Committee are juſtified by their Docu- 
ments in the Obſervations they have already ſubmitted to 
Your Confideration, an active and vigilant Superintendance 


would produce Retrenchment, and preſerve the ſalutary Re- 


_ gulations already adopted; without it, the Buſineſs of this 


important and extenſive Branch of the Public Revenue and 


| Expenditure will always have a Tendency to Profuſion; with 

it, Regularity and Economy will ſpread their Tolluence 
through the different Departments, and will juſtify Your 
Committee, even at this Period, in repeating what is ſtated 


by the Commiſſioners of Enquiry in their Report, © that 3 


0 though much has been done, much remains full to be 


6 e ed. . 


July 19th, 1797. . 
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An Account of the preſent Pay of the Officers, &c. in the 
GENERAL PosT OFFICE, including their Fees and Allowances 


from the Office, March 30, 9 


His 8 MasrER GENERAL IE 


Secretary - Anthony Todd, Eſq. 
| . Firſt Clerk - 


. Barlow, Eſq. 


Dead Letter Inſpector 


| Receiver General - _- John Mortlock, Ely. - 5 


Firſt Clerk Mm 4 


| Accountant General Wm. Fauquier, Eſq. - 
Deputy „„ „ Then Church --.--- 
Pirſt Clexk _ = 


"BYE LETTER OFFICE. 


Accountant: 7-5: John Weaver hes 

„ Firſt Clerk RE 

'Sohrertor © > 7 1. T. Pütin e 
hony Pati : 


Archite® < - 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 


| Comptroller _ 9 5 - Arthur Stanhopc, E. 


„„ --: John Jar © 
| CoD Firſt Clerk. - _ -- 


| INLAND OFFICE, 
Clerks of the Roads (6) - „„ each 


Letter Carrier luſpector Hugh Ferguſon = 
Deputy | +» | = John Sparks „ 
; Principal and Reſident 


*} Francis F reeling, Eſq. 
Firſt Clerk 


err 


Surveyor & Superintend- Thomas Haſker, 4 - 


ant of Mail Coaches > 


PENNY PosT OFFICE. 
Comptroller - Charles Walcot, Eſq. - 
Deputy - Edward Johnſon, Eſq. 
Accountant & Collector Charles Freeman, Eſq. 


5 EXAMINATION 


N 


"_ 
= 
o o 


300 © 
100 0 


105 


700 0 


400 o 


* 


goo © 


"ow 0 


CO 

O 

O : 
.000 00 0 00 o 


[Ws] 

O 

O 
0000 


50 * SUPPLEMENT (B.) Report VII. 


EXAMINATION of FRANCIS FREELING, 01 Joint Secretary 


of the Poſt Office; taken the 16th Day of June 1797. 
; 1 WAS appointed to that Office in the Month of March laſt, I 
was promoted to this Office from that of Franca. and Reſident 
Surveyor. | 

. Has any Alteration taken place with reſpect to the Salary 


paid Mr, Todd, who was fole Secretary before your Appointment, 
and who is now Joint Secretary with you ?—4. Not the ſmalleſt. 

I derive no pecuniary Advantage whatever from this Promotion. 
My former Office was aboliſhed upon my preſent Appointment; 
and I retain the Emoluments of that Office as a Compenſation for 
diſchatging the Duties of my preſent Situation, It is ſettled, in 


caſe of Mr. Todd's Demiſe, that I ſhall become ſole Secretary, 


with a Salary of f. 500 per Annum, in Addition to the Guarantee 
of . oo a Year, which I now receive. It is meant that theſe 


Two Sums in future ſhall become the Total Amount of the An- 


nual Payment of the Secretary of the Poſt Office. 


2. What is Mr. Stanton's Age ?—A. I ſuppoſe about Forty. 
Do you know what Mr. Pott's Age is ?—4- About Sixty. 
C. Is the Receiver General an Officer reſponſible to the Poſt- 


maſſer Genera], or an Officer e by the e 2 — A. By 
the Treaſury. 
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EXAMINATION of FRANCIS Frer LING, Eſq. Joint Secretary 


5 of the Poſt Office ; taken the 26th Day of June 1797. 


0. IN what . do che 3 ol the Packets account to the 
Poll Office for that Proportion of the F reight of Bullion and 


Head Money, which is received on Account of the Poſt Office? 


A. The Agent ſatishes himſelf as to the Number of Paſſengers, | 


and the Amount of Bullion, and tranſmits an Account 33 | 
after the Arrival of each Packet. The Agent, at 6 by V iration 
of every Quarter, tranſmits an Account, accompanie 

ers, which are compared with the Returns before wt Op and 


Pouch. 


it is from theſe Documents examined by the Inſpector of Packets, | 
and the Accountant General, that the Monics ariſing from theſe 
Freights are carried to the Account of the Public. The Agent. 8 
Accounts are verified upon Oath before a Magiſtrate. 


| 0. Are 
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Q. Are any other Articles than Bullion and Paſſengers allowed to 
be carried in the Poſt Office Packets ?—A. It is contrar ? to the Act 


of Parliament of the igth and 14th of Charles 1 Chap. 11 
and 29, 


0. Has the Architect any Commiſſion on Account of Buildings 
at the Poſt Office under his Direction Miao Not the leaſt, that 


know of. 


I beg Leave to ſtate, that in Addition to the Keanant of the 
Pay and Emoluments of the Comptroller and Reſident Surveyor 
of the Bye Letter Office, which in the General Account is rated 
at C. 570. 1s. 8d. a further Sum of L. loo is to be added, received 
by him in lieu ol b Houſe Rent. | 


— —— — 
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LETTER from Anthony Todd, Eſq. to Robert Oliphant, Eiq. 


dated 26th March, 1792. 


sik, . 7 5 General poſt Office, March 26, 1792. 
AS it appears by your Account for the Quarter ended the ioth 


Ottober laft, that your real Balance due to this Office amounted to 


£8,647. 165. 4d. and as the Poſtmaſter General conceive from the 

_ Correſpondence which has already paſſed with you upon the Sub- 
je, that the Sum of F 650 has been, and will ſtill be ſufficient, | 
including the current Receipts, to enable you to carry on the Bu- 
ſineſs of your Office, you muſt remit to me the Sum of 8000, in 


a good Bill or Bills due on or before the 4th of April next, unleſs 


the preſent Balance which is in your Hands, is » much reduced as 


you cannot pay in that Sum, without topping* or retarding your 
current and ordinary Diſburſements; it is alſo material that all 


Arrears ſhould be paid up as far as poſſible without Delay, as our 
Annual Account is made up at the Exchequer « on the th of April 


every Year. 


e (E. * 


EXAMINATION be the Right Hon. the Earl of Cheſterfield, 


Joint Poſtmaſter General ; taken 16th Day of June 1797. 


os 0. WHAT conſtitutes a Board . The Poſtmaſters General. | 
and the Secretary. If the Subject to be conſidered of at the Board 


is of legal Nature, the Solicitor is required to attend ; and it is un- 


Nn 2 derſtood 
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derſtood at the General Poſt Office, that whenever a Board is to be 
held all Officers at the Head of Departments are to remain at the 
Poſt Office, in order to be ready ſhould they be wanted by the Poſt- 
maſters General. | „„ os Zi 

0. What is the Nature of the Buſineſs which requires the Poſt- 
maſters General to the Board ?—A. As the uſual Daily Buſine's 
of the Office is communicated by the proper Officers to the Poſt- 


maſters General by Minutes and Letters, on the Back of which the 


Poſtmaſters General give Directions of what is to be done, in con- 
ſequence of thoſe Minutes Boards are much leſs frequently held 
than formerly. Boards now are held for the Purpoſe of inveſti- 
gating Complaints, either againſt the Officers reſiding in London, 


br againſt Country Poſtmaſters, who are often ſummoned to Lon- 


don for that Purpoſe ; the Periods of holding a Board are uncer- 


tain, and depend upon the Nature of the Buſineſs already deſcribed. 


O. What is the Nature of the official Paper Daily laid before the 
Poſtmaſters General, the Superintendance of which require imme- 
diate Attention ?—A. The firit Paper ſent to the Poſtmaſters Gene- 
ral is the Daily Return of the Number of Letters ſent out on the 
preceding Evening, and received that Morning. This Paper ſtates 


| the Arrival and Departure of the Mails—the Number of Letters 
Inwards and Qutwards—the Amount of paid and unpaid Letters — 


the Number of Officers on Duty—the extraordinary Arrivals of 


1 Foreign Mails, and ſuch Remarks as the Preſident on Duty has to 


make on the Conduct of any of the Officers The Reſt of the 


bolflicial Papers conſiſt of Letters from Country Poſtmaſters—Re- 


ports of Surveyors— Letters from Agents to the Packets, and al] 
Occurrences of ſuch a Nature as may ariſe in the Courſe of the 
Day. To which Liſt is to be added all Warrants for the Payment 
of Money, for the Signature of the Poſtmaſters General. The 
Daily Report is always ſent by the Letter Carrier to the Diſtrict 
in which the Poſtmaſters General reſide, and he receives it with 
his Letters by the Poſt. The Remainder of the Papers, which are 
always ſent 3 Mr. Freeling, or the Secretaries Office, I receive 
as Poſtmaſter General every Evening. They are either ſent in 

Circulation to the other Poſtmaſter General, if he is in Town, 
or returned to the Office early next Morning, from whence they 


are forwarded to him. The Obſervations which the Poſtmaſters 


General may have Occaſion to make on the Back of any Letter or 
Paper, are copied in a Book kept for that Purpoſe, and made a 
War fu the Office, „ „ 
"2.4 = of the Remarks made on the Back of theſe Papers are 
of a Directory Nature, is the Signature of either of the Poſt- 


maſters General, ſingly, ſufficient to authorize its wig carried 
particu- 
bar 


into Execution? -A. Certainly not; although in Caſes. o 
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lar Exigency, requiring particular Accommodation for Public 
Service, either of the Poſtmaſters General have taken it upon 


themſelves to give an Order to that Effect; but which 1 is ſubſe- 


quently ſigned by the other Poſtmaſter General. 


0. If any Difference of Opinion ariſes between the Poſtmaſters | 


General, how is that Difference decided ?—Such Caſes, I believe, 
very ſeldom occur ; did they, I ſuppoſe, the Junior Poſtmaſter 
General might be inclined to give way to the Senior. 

2. Are the Officers and Clerks advanced in Rotation, and hw 
long has that Regulation been obtained ?—4, They are, with ver 

few Exceptions; ſuch as the Secretary—the Comptroller of the 


Foreign Office, and the Accountant General ; the Reſt ſucceed by 
Seniority, unleſs their Conduct be ſuch as to juſtify a Deviation. | 


1 found this Regulation eſtabliſhed when I came into Office, 


Q. Are the Perſons, employed by the Poſt Office, allowed to -. 
have any Shares in Contracts for conveying the Mails by Coaches, 


or otherwiſe ?—4. Not to my Knowledge; it would be againſt a 
| ſtanding poſitive Order of the Othce—l1 ſhould think it my Duty 


to diſmiſs, immediately, any Perſon who had the leaſt Concern 


| with any: of the Contracts made 3 5 the Office. 
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Ex AMINATION of Mr. John B. Bennett hege. of Packets, 


taken the 26th Day of June, 1797 · 


0. ARE the Packets hired by Private Contract in all 838 2 


Fes; except in One Inſtance of a Packet which belongs to 


Government, and that quits the Service in 1798. The Captain of 


that Packet is s one open the improved Plan at Plymouth, 
by Private Contract. 

O. Can you ſtate any Reaſon why the Packets ſhould not be 
hired by Public Contract ?—A. If they were hired by Public Con- 


tract, the Conſequence would be, that whoever took them would 


avail themſelves, at the Expiration of their Term, of the Neceſ- 
ſity of the Service, and would be able to compel the Poſt Office to 


ſubmit to their own Terms ; it bas been tried to, let the Packets on 


the Milford and Waterford Stations publicly, and no Perſon but 
the original Contractor offered, and he had, of courſe, his own 
Terms; though it was held open for Six Months. It has alſo been 


tried on the Corunna Station, Two were hired from Individuals; 1 55 


after which the Poſt Office purchaſed two Veſſels, and put in their 
own Captains, and ſaved C. Goo per Annum to the Revenue by it. 
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An ACCOUNT of the Oiicnt 
nues of the Poſt Office, and 


M 


neral of the Poſt Office into the Exchequer, in the Four Q 
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Panne ariſing from the 8 ; 
oney paid by the Receiver Ge- 


uar- - 


ters, ending the 10th of October 1796; and of the Balance re- 
n in his Hands on the 26th of April 1797. 


PAYMENTS | 3 
Go” | into the '| BALANCE. 
5 „ [EXCHEQUER,| | Os, 
QUARTERS ending — — — 
Y.. J. d. * . 
January 5th, 17996 - 96,000 0 0 31,19 600 
April 5th, 1798 116, 00 O | 25,202 14 7 
July th, 1796 - 123, 000 0 0 28.875 12 10 
October 10th, 09: — 237% O00 00| $3,264 . Þ S., 11 


224 000 © © o| 113,972 A; 4 


Theſe Balances are retained in the Hands of the Receiver — 
ral of the Poſt Office, for the Purpoſe of paying the Current Ex- 
pences of the Office, which. amount upon an a to about 


. 25, ooo per Quarter. 


BALANCE. 


— 


April 25th, 1797. * — = 
Bills received "VID ſundry Poſtmaſter, be- 
tween the 5th an 26th of gia 797 


Of which was paid in due Courſe to ls Ex- 
chequer on the 2d and 22 of May 1797 


Grant Poſt Office, 1 
May 9, 1797 
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CORRESPONDENCE relative to LETTERS to and from INDIA. 


_—_ 


No. 1 —Mr, FREELING to 0 Poſtmaſter General 


MY LORDS, | General Poſt Office, May 25, 1796. 


HAVE the Honour to ſtate, that when Letters are brought. by 
1 the Company's Ships from the Eaſt Indies, it is the Practice for 
the Porters and Servants of the India Houſe, to deliver ſuch as are 
addreſſed to Perſons reſiding in Town, inſtead of their being brought 
to the Poſt Office, as all other Ship Letters are or ought to be; and 
that this Delivery is not only very irregular, but attended with 
conſiderable Expence to the Parties, for it ſometimes happens, that 
the Letters are detained Ten Days, a Fortnight, or a Month, and 
even then Half-a-Crown, Five Shillings, or Ten Shillings and Six 
Pence, is demanded tor that Service 
It has ſome Time ſince occurred to me, that if Your Lordbip⸗ . 
could effectually interfere, ſo as to regulate the Delivery of thoſe 
Letters, a moſt material Service might be rendered to ny Tay of the 
Community, and ſome Advantage be derived from it by this Revenue. 
Ihe chief Obſtacles which appeared to me to ſtand in the Way 
of accompliſhing ſo defirable an Object, were, Firſt, a Doubt 
whether the Acts of the 9 Queen Anne, and 5 George III. did or 
did not apply to the Letters brought by the Company's Ships : And, 
_ Secondly, if theſe Atsdid not "apply, whether by an Attempt to 
bring the Letters to the Poſt Office, a material Injury might not be 
done to ſome of the Servants of the Eaſt India Houſe, who from 
the very great Fees received on the Delivery of the Letters, 1 con- 
jectured might make up the greateſt Part of their Incomes from 
that Practice. 
With theſe Doubts, I addreſſed a Letter (Copy of which 1 incloſe) : 
to the Solicitor ; and I alſo applied to a Gentleman in the Eaſt 
India Houſe, very capable of giving me much of the Information 
I required. TOY 
By the Solicitor's Letter, which 1 incloſe, it appears, the 
Penalties of the Acts of Parliament do not attach to the Practice, 
as it obtains at the Eaſt India Houſe; for it ſeems, that the Letters ; 
come over in Boxes, addreſſed to the Directors, who in ſuch Caſes 
have an undoubted Right to diſpoſe of the Contents in the Way 
they beſt like, Of courle nothing can be done, but by a Requeſt 
to the Court of Directors, that as ſoon as the Leiters are taken out 
for themſelves, and ſuch of their Connexions as they chuſe to 


| Axccommodate, the Remainder may be ſent to this Office 8 
By: 


Q —— — — 
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The Gentleman to whom I have before alluded, acquainted me, 


he had all Reaſon to believe the Court of DireQors would moſt 
readily conſent to ſuch a Propolition from Your Lordſhips ; and 
that the Servants of the Eaſt India Houle, being already ſufficiently | 


paid, could not be ſaid to be injured by the Loſs of a Perquiſite, 


which might juſtly be called a grievous fs 7 and that Your 
Lordſhips would be doing a kind Att to 

not only ſubje& to the Injury of Delay, but alſo to exorbitant De- 
mands on the Delivery of their Letters, when ſuch Delivery may 
ſuit the Convenience of the Servants of the Eaſt India Houſe, 


umbers, who now are 


Under theſe Circumſtances, I ſubmit to Your Lordſhips the 
Propriety of my addrefling a Letter to the Chairman of the Court 


ol Directors, for the Purpoſes mentioned in this Report. 


All which is 1 ſubmitted, by 
Francis Freeling. 


— 


Taz PosTMASTER GENERAL's MixvurTE. 
May th. 
Tris is a | Buſineſs requires ſome Confideration ; but yet 


| 1 ſee no „ Objettion to Mr. Freeling either writing to or talking the 
Matter over with the Chairman of the Eaſt India Company privately. 
From ſuch Communication, ſomething may ariſe, ſo as to enable 
the Poſtmaſter General to make ſuch Hirangements a3 way then be 


found expedient, 


„ . June Fs ES 
I beate agree with Lord Cheſterfield i in this Matter. 
yy Y, Lei. 
boo. 2.) Mr. rarzlixe to o Mr. PARKIN, 
'S 1 , 2 806 General Poſt Office, March 1 15, 1796. 


ISE to have your Opinion, whether the Acts of the gth of 
Gen Anne and 5 Geo. III. reſpecting Ship Letters, do or do not 


apply to Letters brought over in Boxes, or otherwiſe, in the Com- 


pany's Ships from India; ſome of which Boxes are addreſſed to 
the Directors? And if there be a Doubt about the Application of 
thoſe Acts in the Way I have mentioned, whether it would not be 
right for the Office to avail itſelf of the Probability of getting 


from the Court all ſuch Letters, as, upon Examination, the Directors 
| ſhall chuſe to deliver to us, the Direftors taking out, as they would 


naturally do, all Letters addreſſed to themſelves, and t to ſome of 

their Connexions, - þ 
| 1 am, Sir, &c, 

„„ F. Freeling. 


SUPPLEMENT (H.) Continued, . 
(No. g.) Mr. PARK IN to Mr. FREE LIN G. 


e General Poſt Office, March 23, 1796. 
THE Act of 5 Geo, III. requires, that no Veſſel ſhall be per. 
mitted to break Bulk, or make any Entry into Port, until all Let. 
ters brought by any Maſter, or his Company, or any Paſſenger, 
| ſhall be delivered to the Agents of the Poſtmaſter General, to be 
diſpatched Poſt, on Pain of Forfeiture of C. 20, by the Perſon. 
bringing ſuch Letters, and neglecting to deliver then. 
Now, in the Caſe of Letters from India, they are not brought 
by or with the actual Knowledge of the Officers or Seamen; Fir 
on the contrary, I apprehend the Diſpatches are made up in Boxes 
at the different Preſidencies in India, addreſſed to the Directors of 
the Eaſt India Company, for delivering which at the India Houſe 
the Captains of the Ships would not be liable to any Penalty, nei. 
ther would the Directors be liable to any for not delivering them 
at the Poſt Office, for the Penalty attaches only on the Perſons 
bringing them into Port. This Mode of diſpatching Letters from 
India to England, being ſanctioned by long Uſage, would, I think, 
be conſidered as legal. Fo 8 : 
The Directors may, however, exerciſe their Diſcretion in ſend. 
ing the Letters to the Poſt Office, as Ship Letters; and I think 
they have done it in ſeveral Inſtances, for I recollett having my. 
ſelf received Letters in this Way,” inn | SE 
- — = J am, Sir, &c, 


4. Parkin, 


(No. 4.) Mr. FREELING to the CHAIRMAN of the 
Eaſt India Company, .. 


STR, | | General P oft Office, July 18, 1796. 


i Have the Commands of my Lords the Poſtmaſter General, to 
ſubmit to the Honourable Court of Directors, the Propriety ok 


having ſuch Letters as arrive from India in the Ships of the Eaſt = 


India Company, and are not feletted by the Court, delivered to 
the Public through the Medium of this Office, © 
My Lords direct me to ſay, that many Years ago, when the then 
Poſtmaſter General claimed the Eaſt India Letters, as proper to be 
__ circulated through their Office, it was underſtood that the Honour. 
able Court of Directors had given Orders that their Requeſt ſhould 

be conſented to, with the Exception only of ſuch Letters as were 
for the Directors and their Officers, and that the Remainder ſhould 
be immediately ſent to the General Poſt Office. But my Lords 
underſtand, that this 1s not 25 ally complied with, but that _ 
| | 0 ä | e 
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the Letters are ſelected for the Directors and their Officers, the 
Doorkeepers or e wh make a further Selection during ſeveral 
Days, ſo that many Perſons, do not obtain their Letters till Three or 
Four Days after their Arrival at the Eaſt India Houſe, and at a very 
_ conſiderable Inconvenience and Expence, the latter frequent! ex- 
ceeding the Charges Which would be made on the Letters it ſent 
from this Office. 
I have, therefore, their Lordſhips Commands, to ſubmit to 
5 Yi Honourable Court, as a Matter of Importance to His Ma- 
jeſty's Revenue, and of very great Benefit to the Public, by en- 
ſuring to them a regular and punctual Delivery of their Letters 
from India, that when the Boxes or Packets of Letters arrive at 


dame Eaſt India Houſe, Notice may be ſent to this Department, and 


an Officer from hence may be allowed to attend to receive all ſuch 
| Letters as the Honourable Court of Directors think proper to be N 

circulated through the General Poſt Office. | 
I requeſt the Favour of your ſubmitting this Propoſal. to the 
_ Honourable Court of Directors, and ſhall be happy to receive their 
Sentiments of it as ſoon as it 5 be convenient. 


; 1 have the Honour to he. 
5 Sir, &c. LY 
Fa F. Freeling. 


| 5 F Mr. Rau T to Mr. FREELING: 


SIR, 7 Eaſt India Houſe, OA. 26, 1796. 


THE Court of ire dort of the Eaſt India Company have taken 
into Conſideration your Letter, ſtating, that you are commanded 
by the Poſtmaſter General to ſubmit to the Court the Propriety 1 
having ſuch Letters as arrive from India in the Company's Ships, 
and are not ſelected by the Court, delivered to the Public through 
the Medium of the Poſt Office, which you ſtate will be a Matter 
of Importance to His Majeſty's Revenue, and a great Benefit to 
the Public: And I am ordered to acquaint you in Reply, that the 
Court have reſolved, that in future, after the Court have ſelected 
ſuch Letters from the Packets as they may think proper, the Re- 
mainder of the Letters ſhall be forthwith ſent to the Poſt Office. 
I have allo to apologize for the Court's Delay in conſidering 
your Letter; and am, 
Sir. Kr. 


Vm. Ramſey, ey: 


Ne, 
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No. 6.—Mr. FREELING to Mr. RAMs Ax. 

. | General Poſt Office, Oct. 28, 1796. 
I Have the Honour of your Letter of the 26th Inſtant, ſtating, 
| that the Honourable Court of Directors have approved of the 
Propoſition of my Lords the Poſtmaſter General, to have ſuch 
Letters as are brought from the Eaſt Indies, and are not ſelected 
by the Court for themſelves or Friends, delivered to the Public 
through the Medium of the Poſt Office; and I have no Doubt 
but many good Effects will be found to ariſe from this Regulation. 
_— . e e | 


F. | Freeling. 


nt 


No. 5,—Mr. FREELING to the Poſtmaſter General. 
MY LORDS, General Poſt Office, Oct. 28, 1796. 
IN Conſequence of Your Lordſhips Orders, I wrote, in July 
laſt, to the Court of Directors of the Eaſt India Company, ſug- 
geſting the Propriety of having ſuch Letters as were brought from 
the Eaſt Indies, and were not ſelected for themſelves, delivered to 
the Public through the Medium of this Office. I have now the 
Honour to incloſe a Letter from Mr. Ramſay, ſtating that the 
Court have approved of that Fee: ooo. V! 
In my Letter, I mentioned that it might be proper for an Officer 
from hence to attend the Eaſt India Houſe, and receive the Let- 
ters from thence; but I preſume Your Lordſhips will underſtand 
with me, from the laſt Part of Mr. Ramſay's Letter, that it is the 
Intention of the Directors, after the Selection is made, to ſend the 
Letters to this Office by ſome of their own Meſſengers. = 
All which is humbly ſubmitted, by 5 
FE ES : F. Freeling. 


Supplement (I.) 
LETTER from JohN MORTLOCK, Eſquire, to the Poſtmaſter 
l General; dated January 18th, 1799. 
MY LORDS,: -- General Poſt Office, Jan. 18th, Wat - - 
IN Anſwer to the Queſtions propoſed to the Poſtmaſter General 
by Mr. Pitt, which I had the Honour to receive from your Lord- 
ſhips Yeſterday ; viz. Whether I had any Obje&ions, and what, 
to the Receiver General's Office being open for Receipts and 
Payments every Day, inſtead of Three Days in the Week, as at 
preſent ? And, whether I had any Objettion, and what, to paying 
the Surplus of each Week's Receipt above the Weekly Expendi- 
ture into the Bank? : 0 


I muſt 
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I muſt beg Leave to remark; that if it is intended that the Re. 
ceipts and Payments are to be made to the Public at large for the 
whole Six Days, it will occaſion an Extenſion of Accounts that 
will employ at leaſt Four, or probably more Perſons to perform the 
Duties of the Office : Three Perſons having been conſtantly em- 

loyed for a long Lime paſt, to perform the Duty in the preſent 
long eſtabliſhed Method of Thrce Days Receipts and Payments in 
the Week; end 2s 1t is not in my Power at preſent, to ipeak to 
the Increaſe of Buſineſs that may ariſe from the Addition of the 
Bye Office Revenue being thrown in Detail into my Office, I am 
not exactly competent to the Deciſion, in what Manner it will be 

neceſſary to proportion the Buſineſs to the Time and Number of 
Perfons neceſſarily employed; but as it at preſent appears to me, 
the only ufeful Extenſion of opening my Office, that I can conceive, 
zs, in the new Arrangement, It may be proper that ſuch Bills and 

Cath as are remitted from Deputy Poſtmafters, through the Poſt- 
maſter General, or their Officers, and which are now received 
only Three Days 1 in the Week, ſhould then be received from the 

Secretary every Day in the Weck, Sundays excepted. 
IÜlmpreſſed with the above Ideas, I propoſed to your Lordfhips to 
make the Experiment, with the Addition of only One additional 

eſtabliſhed Clerk to my preſent Number; but do not think that 
the Buſineſs can be properly done without further additional Help. 
As to the Second Queſtion, reſpecting the Payment of the Weekly 
Surplus into the Bank, I muſt beg Leave to remark, that the Bank 
never apply for the Acceptance of Bills; and as that i 1s a neceſſary 

Proceſs, the Duty muſt be performed in my Office ; 1 alſo have to 
obſerve, that ſuch Surplus, for the firſt Two Months of each 

Quarter, is very inconſiderable, as will appear by my Weekly 
Certificates ; and that it is the Cuſtom of the Receiver General to 
pay occaſionally Sums into the Exchequer, as they accumulate in 
bis Hands from Time to Time; that in the Courſe of each Quarter 
he has many Bills in his Hands that are not due, and others out for 
Acceptance; that he brings ſuch Bills to account as they become 
due, and when he finds that they amount to any conſiderable Sum, 
makes a proportionate Payment into the Exchequer. He therefore 
ſubmits to the Poſtmaſter General how far any material Advantage 
can ariſe from paying fuch Surplus into the Bank, ſo as to make it 
an Object ſufficient to open an Account, and of Courſe occaſion 
an Extenſion of Statements, which may be attended with ſome In- 
convenience; but the Receiver General has, with the utmoſt 
Deference and Reſpect, every Deſire to fall in with the Poſtmaſter 
_ General's Regulations, whenever it may appear to them to be con- 
ducive to the Public Service, 

J have the Honour. &c. 


EN D OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 


8 9 


